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TO LORD CARTERET. 



MY LORD, JAK. 18, 1727*8.- 

X. WASf ' informed, that your «5:cellency havinj| 
referred to the university here for some regulations 
of his majesty*s benefaction for professors ; they 
have, in their answer, insinuated as if they thought 
it best, that the several- professorships should bj 
limited to their fellows, and to be held only as tjiey 
continue to be so. I need not inform your excel- 
lency, how contrary such a practice is to that of ^ 
the universities in Europe, , Your €^xcellency Tvell. 
knows how many learned men, of the two last ages, 
have been invited by princes to be professors in some^ 
art or science for which they were renowned ; and 
that the like rule has been followed in Oxford and 
Cambridge. . I hope your excellency will show no 
tegard to so narrow and partial an opinion, v^hick 
can only tend to mend fellowships, and spoil pro- 
fessorships ; although I should be sorry* that any 
fellow should bethought incapable on that aqcount, 
when otherwise qualified. And I should be glad 
that any person, whose education has been in this, 
umversity^ should b|$ preferred before pother upoa 



J EPISTOLARV correspondenck. 

equal deservings. But that must be left to those 
who shall be your excellency's successors, who may 
not always be great clerks.: and I wish you could in 
some measure provide against having this benefac- 
tion made a perquisite of humour or favour. Who- 
ever is preferred to a bishopric, or to such a prefer- 
ment as shall hinder him from residing witb^ a 
certain distance of this town, should be obligM to 
resign his professorship. 

As long as you are governor here I shall always 
expect the liberty of telling you my thoughts i 
and I hope you will consider them, until you 
find I grow impertinent, or have some bias of my 
own. 

If I had not been confined to my chamber by 
the continuance of my unconversable disorder, I 
would have exchanged your trouble of reading for 
that of hearing. I am, ^c. 

JON. SWIFT. 

I desire to present my most humUe respects to my 

lady Carteret. 
Your firiend Walpole has lately done one of the 

cruellest actions that ever I knew, even in a 
; minister of state, these thirty years past ; which 
• if the queen hath not intelligence of, may my ^ 

xi^t hand forget its cunning. 
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PBOM LORD BOLINGBROKE AND 

MR. POPE. 



Pf&] 



FEB. . . . 1727-8. 



^E charges himself with this letter: he has 
been here two days, he is now hurrying to London^ 
he will hurry back to Twickenham in two days 
more, and before the end of the week he will b^ 
for aught I know, at Dublin. In the mean time 
his Dulness * grows and flourishes as if he was thent 
^ already. It will indeed be a noble work : the many- 
will stare at it, the few will smile, and all his pa- 
trons^ from Bickerstaff to Gulliver, will rejoice to 
see themselves adorned in that immortal piece. 

I hear that you have had some return of youf 
illness, which carried you so suddenly from us, if 
indeed it was your own illness which made you ia 
such haste to be at Dublin. Dear Swift, take care 
of your health, I will give you a receipt for it, k la 
Montaigne, or, which is better, k la Bruyere. ^^ Nou- 
risser bien yotre corps; ne le fatiguer jamais -f*: 
laisser rouiller Tesprit, meuble inutil, voire outil 
dangereux : Laisser sonner vos cloches le matin pour 
^veiller les chanoines, et pour faire dormir le doyea 
d'un sommeil doux et profond, qui lui procure de 
beaux songes : lever vous tard, et aller k Y eglise, 
pour vous faire payer d' avoir bien dormi et bien 
d^jeAn^." 

» The Dunciad. N. 

t The whereof tlus pleasant receipt is taken fr9mtbe Lutein of 
Boileau. Wastox. 

B2 h^ 



4 %ttsrtatAn\ cOKKtsvo^toiEists, 

As to myself (a person about whom I concen* 
myself very little) I must say a word or two out of 
complaisance to you. I am in my form, aitd here 
I shoot strong and tenaciou* Foots : I have caught 
hold of the earth (to use a gfirdener's phrase) and 
neither, my enemies nor iriy friends will find it an 
easy matter to transplant me again *. Adie%, kt 
fne bear from } ou, at least of yoa : I love yc/u' for a 
thousand things, for none more than for the just 
esteem and lo^'e which you have, for all. the sons of 
Adam. 

P. S. According to lord Bolingbroke's account I 
rf>all be at Dublin in three days. I cannot help 
itdding a word, to desire you to expect my soul, 
there with you by that time ; but as for the jade of 
% body that is tacked to it, I fear there will be na 
dragging it after. I assure you I have few frienda 
here ta detain me;,, and no powerful one at court 
absolutely to forbid my journey.. I am told tlie 
gynocracy -|- are of opinion, that they want no better 
writers than Gibber, and the British Journalist :}: V 
«) that we may live at quiet,, and apply ourselves to 
our more a])struRe studies. ITie only courtiers I 
know, or have the honour to call my friends, arc 
John (iay and Mr. Bowry ; the former is at present 
so employed in the elevated airs of his opera, and 

♦ Yet in a very little while he transported himself again to Paris*. 
being disappointed in bis [)oUtical views. Bowles. 

t The petticoat government. S. 
' J. "WiHiam Amall, bred ah attorney, ft appears from the Re- 
port of the Secret Committee in the year 1742* for inquiring inta 
t{io conduct of sir Robert Walpole, 4:hat Amall received for Fi-ee. 
Britons, and other writings, in the space of four years> not lejjs 
than 10^9^1, Gs, id. out of the Treasury. WxRavRToy, 

the 
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4he latter in the exaltation of his high dignity 
(tliat of her majesty's waterman), that I can scarce 
obtain a categorical answer from either to any thing 
I say taxhem. But the opera * succeeds extremely, 
to yours and my extreme satisfaction, of which he 
promises this post to give you a full account. I 
have been in a worse condition of health than ever, 
and think my immortality is veiy near out of my 
enjoyment: so it nmst be in you, and in posteritj^,' 
to make me what amends you can for dying young. 
Adieu. While I am, I am yours. Pray love xn^', 
jand take care of yourself. , 



I i>,- 



FROM MR. GAY. 

DEAR SIR, wHiTEirALL, FEB. 15, 1727«8;: 

A HAVE deferred writing to you from time to tim6, 
till I could give you an account of the Beggar's 
Opera. It is acted at the playhouse in Lincolnls 
Inn Fields with .such success that the playhouse lias 
been crowded every night. To-night is the fifteenth 
time of acting, and it is thought it will run a fort- 
night longer. I have ordered Motte -|- to send the 
play to you the first opportunity. I made no in- 
terest either for approbation or money: nor has 
any body been pressed to take tickets for my benefit: 
notwithstanding which, I think I shall make m 
addition to my fortune of between six and seveo 

* ^' TJie Beggar's Opera/ ■ See the next letter, N, 
, t B^njsgnin Motte, the bookseller. JB. 
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hundred pounds. I know this, account will give 
you pleasure, as I have pushed through this pre- 
<;arious affair without servility or flattery. 

As to any favours from great men, I iMi in the 
8ame state you left me ; but I am a great deal hap- 
pier, as I have expectations. The duchess of Queens- 
berry has signalized her friendship to me upon this 
occasion in such a conspicuous manner, that I hope 
(for her sake) you will take care to put your fork to 
tXl its proper uses, and suffer nobody for the future 
to put their knives in their mouths *. Lord Cob- 
ham says, that I should have printed it in Italian 
over against the English, that the ladies might have 
understood what they read. The outlandish (as 
they now call it) opera has been so thin of late, 
that some have called that the Beggar's Opera ; and 
if the run continues, I fear I shall have remon- 
steances drawn up against me by the royal academy 
of music. As none of us have heard from you of 
late, every one of us are in concern about your healths 
I b^ we may hear from you soon. By my constant 
attendance on this affair I have almost worried my- 
sdf into an ill state of h^lth ; but I intend in fiv^ 
or six days to go to our coulitry seat at Twicken- 
ham for a little air. Mr. Pope is very seldom in 
town. Mrs. Howard frequently asks after you, 
and -desires her compliments to you. Mr. Geoi^e 
Arbuthnot, the doctor's brother, is married to Mrs» 
P^gy Robinson. 

I would write more^ but as to-night is for my 
benefit^ I am in a hurry to go out about business, 

I am, dear sir. 

Your most affectionate and obedient servant, 

J. GAY. 

• Seethe letter of Nw* 9^ 1T29. N. 
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TO MRS. MARTHA BLOUNT *. 

DEAR PATTY, DUBLIN, FEB. 29, 1 727-8/ 

X AM told you have a mind to receive a letter froni 
me, which is a very undecent declaration in a young 
lady, and almost a confession that you have a mind 
to write to me ; for as to the fancy of looking oa 
me as a man sans consequence, it is what I will 
never understand. I am told likewise you grow 
every day younger, and more a fool,- which is di- 
rectly contrary to me, who grow wiser and older^ 
and at this rate we shall never agree. I long ta 
see you a London lady, where you are forced ta 
wear whole clothes, and visit in a chair, for which you 
must starve next summer at Petersham, with m 
mantua out at f he sides ; and spunge once a week 
at our house, without ever inviting us in a wholo 
season to a cow-heel at home. I wish you would 
bring Mr. Pope over with you when you come ; but 
we will leave Mr. Gay to his Beggars and his Openul 
till he is able to pay his club. How will you pafu 
this summer, for want of a squire to Hamrcommoii 
and Walpole's Lodge ; for as to Richmond Lodge 
and Marble-hill, they are abandoned as much at 
sir Spencer Compton: and Mr. Schabe's Ctoacfa^ 
that used to give you so many a set-down, is wheeled 
off to St. James's. You must be forced to get a 
horse, and gallop with Mrs. Jansen and Miss Bedier. 
Your greatest happiness is, that you are out of the 
chiding of Mrs. Howard and the Dean ; but I sup?* 

• Th§ dictctioais simply, " To Patty Slouot" N. 
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|)6se Mr. Pope is so just as to pay our arrears, ?t«l 
that you edify as much by him as by U8> unless 
you are so jiappy that he now looks upop you as 
teprobate and a cast-away, pf which I think he hatli 
given me some hints. However/ 1 would advise 
Jrou to pass this sutnmer at Kensington, where you 
will be near the court, and out of his jurisdiction ; 
VfbSxi^ you will be teazed with no lectures of gravity 
and ino3ralityr> and where you will have no other 
trouble than to get into the mercer s books, and 
take up a hundred pounds of your principal for 
quadrille. Monstrous, indeed, that a fine Jady, in 
the prime of life and gaiety, must take up with an 
antiquated Dean^ an old gentlewoman of fourscore, 
mnd a sickly poet. I will stand by my dear Patty 
. against the world, if Teresa beats you for your good, 
and I will buy her a fine whip for the purpose.. 
Tell me, have you been confined to your lodging 
this winter for want of chair-hire ? [D6 you know 
that this unlucky Dr. Delany came last night to 
the deanry, and being denied, without my know- 
Jedge, is gone to England this morning, and so I 
must send this by the post. I bought your opera 
to-day for sixpence, so small printed that it will 
spoil my eyes. I ordered you to send me your 
edition, but now you may keep it till you get an 
opportunity.] Patty, I will tell you a blunder : I 
am writing to Mr. Gay, and had almost finished 
^e letter ; but by mistake J took up this instead 
pf it, and so the six line3 in a hook are all to him, 
and therefore you must read them to him, for I wil| 
not be ^t the trouble to write them over again., 
3VIy greatest concern in the matter is, that I am 
jlfinaid I continue in love with you, which is hard 

after 
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After near six months' absence. I hope you havf 
done with yout rash and other little disorders, and 
that I sMpI see you a fine young, healthy, plunlp 
lady, and if Mn Pope chides you, threaten him 
that you will turn heretic. Adieu, dear Patty, 
and believe me to be one of your truest friendi 
and humblest servants; and that, since I can 
never live in England, my greatest happiness 
would be to have you and Mr. Pope condemned, 
during my life, to live in Ireland, he at the deanry, 
and you, for reputation sake, just at next door, 
and I will give you eight dinners a week, and 9t 
whole half do^en of pint bottles of good French 
wine at your lodgings, 4 thing you could never 
expect to arrive at, and every year a suit of fourteen*- 
penny stuff, that should not be worn out at the 
right side; and a chair costs but 'feix-pence a jph$, 
and you shall have catholicity as much as yoix 
please, and the catholic dean of St. Patrick^ as 
old again as I, for your confessor. Adieu again, 
dear Patty, 

JON. SWWV^ 



FROM MR. GAY. 

pEAR 3IR> JH ARCH 20, 1727-8f 

JL AM extremely sorry that your disorder is re- 
turned : but as you have a medicine which has 
twice removed it, 1 hope by this time^ you havn 
^ain found the good effects of it. I have seeu 

jDr.' Delanyat my lodgings; but^ a3 1 havei bwa 
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for a few days with Mr. Pulteney at Cashioberry, I 
have not yet returned his visit. I went with him 
to wait upon lord Bathurst and lord Bojtogbroke ; 
both of whom desire me to jn^e you their com- 
pliments. Lady Bolingbroke was very much out 
of order; and, with my lord, is now at Dawley; 
she expects a letter from you. Mrs. Howard would 
gladly have the receipt you have found so much 
benefit by: she is happier than I have seen her 
ever since you left us, for she is free as to her 
conjugal affairs by articles of agreement. The 
Beggar's Opera has been acted now thirty-six times, 
and was as frill the last night as the first ; and as 
yet there is not the least probability of a thin au- 
dience : though there is a discourse about the town, 
that the directors of the royal academy of music 
Resign to solicit against its being played on the 
outlandish op^ra days, as it is now called. On 
the benefit day of one of the actresses last week, 
one of the players falling sick, they were obliged 
to give out another play, or dismiss the audience, 
A play was given out, but the audience called out 
for the Beggar's Opera ; and they were forced to 
play it, or the audience would not have staid. 

I have got by all this success, between seven and 
eight hundred pounds; and Rich (deducting the 
whole charge of the house) has cleared already 
n^ four thousand pounds. In about a month I 
am going to the Bath with the duchess of Marl- 
l^rojagh «Lnd Mr, Congreve; for I have no expec* 
tations of receiving any favours from the court. 
The duchess of Queensberry is in Wiltshire, where 
she has had the small-pox in so favourable a way, 
tb^t she hiad nojt abov^ ^ven or ei^ht ou her face : 

sh« 
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she is now perfectly recovered. There is a mezzo- 
tinto print published to^ay of Polly, the hel-oine 
of the Beggars Opera *, who was before unknown, 
and is now in so high vogue, that I am in doubt, 
whether her fame does not surpass that of the opera 
itself. I would not have talked so much upon this 
subject, or upon any thing that regards myself, but 
to you : but as I know you interest yourself so sin- 
cerely in every thing that concerns me, I believe 
you would have blamed me if I had said less. 

Your singer owes Dr. Arbuthnot some money, I 
have forget the sum ; I think it is two guineas: 
the doctor desired me to let you know it. I saw 
him last night with Mr. Lewis at sir William Wynd- 
liam's, who^ if he had not the gout, would have 
ahswered your letter you sent him a year and a half 
ago. He said thi§ to me a week since, but he is 
now pretty well again, and so may forget to write ; 
for which reason I ought to do him justice, and tell 
you, that I think him a sincere well-wisher of yours* 
I have not seen Mr. Pope lately, but have heard that 
both he and ]\Irs. PopcJ- are very well. I intend 
to see him at Twickenham on Sunday next. I havQ 
not drunk out the Gutheridge cider yet ; but I have 
not so much as a single pint of port in my cellar. 
I have bought two pair of sheets against your com- 
ing to town, so that we need not send any more ta 
Jervas upon that account. I really miss you eveqjjT 
day ; and 1 would be content tiiat you should have 
a whole window to yourself, and half another, ta 
have you again. I am, dear sir. 

Yours most affectionately. 

You have half a year's interest due at Lady-day, 
and now it is March the ^Oth, 1727^8« 

fMssFeatoa. IL f Mr,Pope'amolibisr. H* 
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FROM MR. POPE. 



f 



MARCH. 23, 1727-8. 

jl SEND you a very odd thing, a paper printed iu 
Boston in New England, wherein you will find a 
real pexson, a member of their parliament, of the 
name of Jonatlian Gullivef\ If the fame of that 
traveller »has travelled thither, it has travelled very 
quick, to have folks christened already by the name 
of the supposed author. But if you object, that no 
child so lately christened could be arrived at yeai'S 
of maturity to be elected into parliament, I ^epl3P^ 
^to solve the riddle) that the person is an anabap- 
tist, and not christened till full age, which sets all 
right. However it be, the accident is very singu- 
lar that these two names should be united- 
Mr. Gay's opera has been acted near foiiy days 
ininning, and will certainly continue the whole season. 
So he has more than a fence about his thousand 
pounds * ; he will soon be thinking of a fence about 
his two thousand. Shall no one of us live as 
Ve would wish each other to live ? Shall he have 
jpo annuity, you no settlement oni this side, and j 

* Before Mr. Gay hstd fenced his thousand pounds, he had a 
^Consultation with his Mends about the disposal of it. Mr. Lewis 
advised him to intrust it in the funds, and live upon the Jntei*est^ 
.Pp. ArbutluiQt, to intrust it to Providence, and live upon the 
principal j and Mr. Pope was for purchasing ^ annuity for life. 
In this luxcertainty he could only say, with the old man Jlj^ 
Terence : 

fedstis probe : 



jDfiertior sum n^p^ quam iiudum/' Warburxo i^. 
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fto prospect of getting to you on the other? Tlim* 
\i'orId is made for Caesar — as Cato said, for ambi- 
tious, faUe, or flattering people to domineer in: 
nay they would not, by their good will, leave us* 
our very books, thoughts, or words, in quiet. I 
despise the world yet, I assure you, more than; 
dther Gay or you, and the court, more than, all the. 
rest of the workL As for tlK>se scribblers for whom 
you apprehend I would suppress my Dulness (whichy 
by the way, for the future you are to call by a more 
pompous name^ the Dunciad), how much that nest 
of hornets are my regard will easily appear to you 
when you read the Treatise of the Bathos. 

At all adventures, yours and my name shall stand 
linked as friends to posterity, both in verse and prose,, 
and (as Tully calls it) in consuetudbie studlorum. 
Would to (xod our persons could but as welL and as 
surely be inseparable! I AikI my other ties dropping 
from me; some worn oflf, some torn off, others re- 
laxing daily: my greatest, both by duty,, gratitude, 
and humanity, time is shaking every moment, ancU 
it now hangs but by a thread ! I am many years the ^ 
older for living so much with one so old ;, much the 
more helpless for having been so long helped and. 
tendered bv her ; much the more considerate and 
tender, for a daily commerce with one who required 
me justly to be both to her; and consequently the 
more melancholy and thoughtful ; and- the less fit 
for others, who went on\^ in a companion ox amend 
to be amused or entertained. My constitution too 
has had its share of decay as well as my* spirits, and 
I am as much in tlie decline at forty as you at sixty. 
I believe we should be fit to live together could I 
get a httle more health, which might make me not 
quite insupportable. Your* deafness wo\3\^ ^"g^?^ 
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with my dulness ; you would not want me to sjpeak 
when you could not hear. But God forbid you 
should be as destitute of the social comforts of life 
as I must when I lose my mother ; or that ever you 
should lose your more useful acquaintance so utterly, 
as to turn your thoughts to such a broken reed as J 
am, who could so ill supply your wants. I am 
extremely troubled at the returns of your deafness i 
you cannot be too particular in the accounts of your 
health to me ; every thing you do or say in this kind 
obliges me, nay delights me, to see the justice you 
do me in thinking me concerned in all your con- 
cerns ; so that though the pleasantest thing you can 
tell me be that you are better or easier ; next to that 
it pleases me that you make me the person you would 
complain to. 

As the obtaining the love of valuable men is the 
happiest end I know of this life, so the next felicity 
is to get rid of fools and scoundrels ; which I cannot 
but own to you was one part of my design in falling 
tipon these authors, whose incapacity is not greater 
than their insincerity, and of whom I have always 
^und (if I may quote myself) 

That each bad author is as bad a friend. 

This poem will rid me of those insects. 

CeditCy Romani ScriptoreSy cedite, Graii; 
Nescio (juid majiLS nascitur Iliade *. 

I mean than my Hiad; and I call it Nescio quid 
^hich is a degree of modesty; but however if it 
tilence these fellows -|*, it must be something greater 
than any Iliad in Christendom. Adieu. 

* '' Ye Greek and Roman authoTSj yield the priz^ 
See something greater thfm an Iliad rise." S. 
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PROM SIR JOHN BROWNE- 

REV. SIRj DAWSON STREET, APRIL 4, 1728. , 

Jl5Y a strange fatality, though you were the only 
person iii the world from whom I would conceal 
my being an author, yet you were unaccountably 
the only one let into the secret of it : the ignorant 
poor man who was entinisted by me to deliver. oUt 
the little books *, though he kept the secret from 
all others, yet, from the nature of the subject, con- ^ 
eluded that I could have no interest in concealing ' 
it from you, who were so universally known to be 
an indefatigable promoter of the welfare of Ireland; 
But, though the accident gave me some uneasiness 
at first ; yet, when I consider your character, I can- 
not doubt (however slender the foundation of such 
^ hope may be from any merits of my own) your 
generosity will oblige you to conceal what chance 
has revealed to you, and incline you to judge of me, 
not from the report of my enemies, but from what ^ 
I appear in the little tracts which have waited on 
you. 

I shall not presume, sir^ to detain you with the 
narrative of the origin and progress of the parlia- 
mentary accusations and vote against me ; although^ 
would you do me the honour to inquire, I could 
easily convince you, from my own particular case, 

* TUk treatise Tvas, " A Memorial of the poor Inhabitants, 
Tfadesmen, and Labotlrers^ of the Kingdom of Ireland 5** to 
which Dr. Swift immediately published an answer, dated Mardi 
25, 1728 i and printed in the eighth volvixne of this coliee^ 
tton. N, 
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that men have two characters, one which is either 
good or bad, according to the prevaiUng number of 
their friends or enemies : and one which never varies 
for either ; one which has Httle or no regard to the. 
virtue or vice of the subject, and one which regards 
that filone, is inherent (if I may say so) in the sub- 
ject, and describes it what it really is, without re- 
gard either to friends or enemies. 

All I shall beg of you is, to suspend your judg* 
ment upon it ; since all parties allow that, although 
I had several summons from the committee for 
Monday, and many evidences on the road in obe- 
dience to their summons, yet 1 was tied down by 
the committee the preceding Saturday, and de- 
prived of the benefit of all my evidences, notwith- 
standing any thing I could urge' to the colitrary. 
This, I hope, I may say without injury to Mr. 
Bingham: for sure he may be entirely innocent, 
and yet a magistrate under the immediate direction 
of the lord chief justice who takes examinations, 
against him, examinations that do not even con*- 
tain matter to form an indictment upon, may be 
innocent also. . 

It shall suffice therefore to say, I went from Ire- 
land loaded with the severest censures of the House 
of Commons : injured, as I thought, and oppressed 
to the greatest degree imaginable; robbed of that 
character which was dearer to me than life itself; 
and all that by an overbearing and overpowering 
interest. 

I sought in England for that peace and protec- 
tion which was denied me at home. My public 
character followed me: my countrymen injured 
me* The nature of man is sociable : I was forced. 

« • 

ta 
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to herd with 8trangers% A prime minister,* engaged' 
iA the success of a scheme, wants no emissaries to' 
spy out all that makes for him, and to fly with 
^Vhat they have found to their, employer. I waft 
unfortunately set by those sort ,of creatures : my 
sentiments on the state of oar money matters were 
iirilustriously sifted through me; and when that 
was done, before I knew any thing of the matter, I 
was served with his majesty's summons : in a hurry 
1 ran out of town, and staid in the country awhile ; 
but, on my return again, found another summons 
at my lod^ngs ; and, terrified by the dismal 
effects of power at home from risking a second 
shipwreck abroad, I yielded to it, and appeared 
at the cockpit. 

It is true, my appearance at the cockpit, to 
those who knew me only by the votes of the House 
of Commons, must have looked like a design of a 
revenge; and I had many and powerful enemies^ 
who gave all my actions the worst colour. But 
to take the matter impartially, sir, is there no 
allowance to be made for a mind already broken by 
the dismal effects . of prevailing power, and filled 
with the apprehensionsrof second dangers ? Is there 
no allowance for a man, young in the knowledge of 
the world, under all these fears and misfortunes, if 
he has yielded to the repeated summons of the 
council of England, in which his Majesty was pre» 
sent ; and if he was there, after a long and strenu<' 
ous opposition, forced to tell his sentiments, forced^ 
«ir, to tell his sentiments, , not in the manner re* 
pre^nted to the woi4d, but in-a manner the most 

VOL* xiu C cautious 
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Cautious of giving room for a pretence to oppose 
the inclinations of our parliament ^ ? 

But alas, the consequence ! — You> sir, the de^ 
fender of Ireland, were soon engaged against me 
on that account ; uid that fatal genius of yours, in 
an instant, ruined my character; but, even ruin- 
bearing as it was, I blessed it : the cause whilib 
you undertook waa dear to me ; and though feme 
is the last thing which one would sacrifice even for 
his country, yet I parted with that with pleasure, 
while you thou^t it necessary for the public good 
so to do. But now the end is served, dear sir, 
may not the man have his mare again "f* ? 

Plato, beii^ told that certdin persons aspersed 
his character, and I'epresented him abroad as a very 
iH mail ; instead of expostulating with his enemies, 
and returning reproach for reproach, concealed him^* 
self, sajring, ^^ No matter, my friends ; the wlK)le 
life of Plato shall give his accusers the lie^** . » 

Could I set before me a greater essample ? - Under 
the general' displeasure of my country, under alt 
the censui^ which the restless malice of my ene^ 
ihies could devise, and under the keen edge d£ the 
Drapiei^s wit ; the only revenge in which I indulged 
Inyself was, by a steady love for my country, and 
by manifest acts of affection thereto, to be a silent 
reproach to the foul tongues of my enemies. 
... 

* By this .passage, compared with, the Drapier^s third Letter^ 
it appears that sir John Browne was one of the four evidences 
exdn^iied by the t>rivy' council in England^ on behalf cf Wood's 
patent. N. • .j . - 

:; t It was probably on account of tins letter^ that the^two pas^ 
asges reqpecting Browne in the I>rapier*s third lettqr^ which.are 
Dest(Hred xu this edition^ were struck out by the Dean. N. 

Permit 
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^ Permit then^ «r^ rpeffni^rqie ii^^p^s^ to take Ijus 
great exaqip}^^.>iKi .^ ^Hgl¥^^ gi^e,,f<^ay. to tUte 
power of my enemies^ rl^i f eontizi^ing, to. .oppr^s 
*me. .^ey hate ^t^re^^jST gfV^9^d their cause, by 
you : but I rourt say^^ \%jy^ not the «)yord of^A^ax, 
but jthe armour of - Achi^ which h^ put on, that 
mon. theday.^ r . 

The.causs &r which you undertook iny/f;uip was 
the cause of my country : it was a good cause^ agoyl 
you shall eVer find me i of that «ide. ^ou have 
carried it,- and I kaow you will no longer be iioiy 
.enemy. But, alas. I as long as your w;or^ subsi)^ 
wherever they be read, even unto the end of tiine^ 
must I be lH*anded as a villain ? It is at bard sentence ; 
and yety unless the spear of Achilles, the same in- 
strument which gave the wound, administer the 
remedy^, it must be so. 

In .abort, sir, you must be a man ; of honour ; it 
is not possible that honour, s]:k)i44 . ^^ wajgiti^gy 
where all the distinguishing.. characteristicks of- it 
are found : I cannot doubt it ? tod therefore 4 
. will fet you fully inito a secret ' wHich accideiit 
has jptvcR yoH a :part oj^j^jan^ I am s^^ jou w^ 

:k^it. V ^. : :,■ •- ■.:i u. ■ •■' / " .• ... -.' 

The source of all my misfortunes was the :vDt^ 
of the House of Commons ; but I have laboured 
however, as I ^always shall, to serve my country, 
and miake myself agreeable to them : and, though 
the misfortune of a bad publick character deprived 
me of the private conversation of my countrymen, 
which is the surest and best way to know our 
true interest; yet I flatter myself that my little 
essays may be useful, at least they may be no bad 
banning; and you know it is easy to add to a 

c 2 v^otY 
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Work btltie Ikjgun. But^ if the Work is {:noTv1i td 
b6 ittine, the very flame vi^ll condaim it, and ren- 
der it unless to my country *. 

Whatever the feulte may be, I have Jitiblickfy 
ft|^{^Hed to you to Aiilehd them, before the bearer's 
ttiistake mhdf me determine this private appHca- 
tion to you : and I must say, that I shall reckon 
it nO gmiQI degree of hoilour) i^you tiike that trouble 
tipori you. 

In the mean tiitle, I shall beg the iavour of 

Jf6u to k^ep a Sec*ret, which no bther person but 

• teiy printer, my bookseller, and the bearer knovtrs. 

I am, 

ReVer6nd sir^ yoiif most obedient servant^ 

V ■ JOHN BROWNE. 



i^ :- 



* The pean, in his dnswer to the Memorial^ which was 
f published before he had received this letter, says, " I received HL 

jpaper from you, whoever you are, \vithout any iiaxtie df Author 
'or printer, andsehtf t suppose, to meixAbng others;, wi^ktiat triy 

clistinctlon. It contains a comjdaint of the diaarnes? ^f'^oni: 
land .some scl^enles ^or making it cheaper ; which I cannot ap- 
J grove qf.*' ' After objecting to several particulars in sir .fohn 
• Browne's pkn, tfee I)ean adds, '^ Sir, ^pcu the whole, ybUr 
"l>ajpef h a v^ crada pie(9e; iiahfe t6 more djeetions than thet« 

are lines : but, I think, your meaning is good, andio br ffini 
steTardonaWo/V N, 
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FROM MRS, MMTHA BIOUNT, 

SIR, ji.vy 7, J728r 

J. AM very much pleased with your letter, but { 
sliould have thought myself much more obliged, 
had you been less sincere, and not told me, I dicj 
not owe the favour entirely to your inclinations^ 
but to an information that I had a mind to hear 
from you i and I mistrust you think even that as 
much as I deserve. If so, you really are not de* 
serving of my repeated inquiries after you, and my 
constant good wishes and concern for /your welfare j 
which merits some remembrance without the help 
of another. I cannot say I have a great inclination 
to write to yoi;i, for I have no great vanity that way, 
at least not enough to support me above the fear of 
writing ill : but I would f^ija huve you know Ijow 
truly well I wish you. 

I am sorry to hear no good account of your health: 
mine has been, since Christmas (at which time I had 
jny fever and rash) neither well nor ill enough to be 
taken notice of: but within these three weeks I have 
been sick in form, and kept my bed for a week, and 
my chamber to this day, , 

This confinement, together with the ipournipg *, 
has eni^bled m^ to be very easy in my chair hire : 
for a dyed black gown, and a scoured white one, 
have done my business very well ; and they are 
now just fit for Petersham, where we talk of going 
in three weeks ; and I am not without hopes I shall 

t Ge|>e^ moivnipg for the death of )6pg George the F^^t. N, 
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have th^ same squire * I had last year. I am very- 
unwilling to change ; and moreover I begin to fear I 
have no great prospect of getting any new danglers; 
and therefore, in order to make a tolerable figure, I 
shall endeavour to behave myself mighty well, that 
I may keep my old ones. 

As asproof that I continue to be well received at 
court, I will tell you where the royal family design 
to pass their summer : two months at Richmond 
Lodg^ the same time at Hampton Court, and six 
weeks at Windsor. Mrs. Howard is well, and 
h^ppiejT than ever you saw her ; for her i/^hole affair 
with her hi^sband is ended to her satisfistction *(*• 

Dr. Arbuthnot, I am very angry with ; he neglects 
pie for t^ose he thinks finer ladies. Mr. Gay s fame 
f^ontinues^ but his riches are in a fair way of dimi- 
nishing; he is. gone to the Bath: I wish you were 
C^d^ed there, for I believe that would carry Mr* 
Pppe, who is always inclined to do more for his 
friends than himself. He is much out of order, 
and is told nothing is so likely to do him good. 
, My illness* has prevented my writing to you 
sooner. If I was a favourite at court, I would 
soon convince you that I tarn very sincerely your 
faithfiil friend and very humble servant, 

M.B, 

< Dr. Svvift. 

t This shameful intrigue is tninutely detailed by lord Orfordi 
in his '' ReminisoeDCes f imd <iie event alluded to m this Letter 
is^ that '^ during the suaimer a negotiation was oonanenced ^tb 
the obstreperous husband^ and he sold his own noisy houour> 
and the possession of his wife, for a pension of twelve hundred 
a year/* C. 
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TO MR. POPE. 

DUBLIN, MAY 10, 1728. 

1 HAVE with great pleasure shown the New 
England newspaper with the two names Jonathan 
Gulliver ; and I remember Mr. Fortescue * sent 
you an account from the assizes, of one Lemud 
Gulliver who had a cause there, and lost it on his 
ill reputation of being a liar. These are not the 
only observations I have made upon odd strange 
^ accidents in trifles, which in things of great im- 
portance would have been matter, for historians. 
Mr. Gay's opera has been acted here twenty tim^s, 
and my lord lieutenant tells me it is very well 
performed ; he has seen it often, and approves it 
much. 

You give a most melancholy account of yourself, 
and which I do not approve. I reckon that a man 
subject like us to bodily infirmities, should only 
occasionally converse with great people, notwith^ 
standing all their good qualities, easinesses, and kind- ' 
nesses. There is another race which I prefer before 
them, as beef and mutton for constant diet before 
partridges : I mean a middle kind both for under* 
standing and fortune, who are perfectly easy, never 
impertinent, complying in every thing, ready to do a 
hundred little offices that you and I may often want, 
who dine and sit with me five times for once that I 
go to them, and whom I can tell without ofFenc^i 

* William Fortescue, esq. afterward a baron of the £x- 
clwquer. Seevol.XVIli N. 
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that I am otherwise engaged at jiresent. This you 
cannot expect from any of those, that either you, or 
I, or both are acquainted with oa your side ; who 
are only fit for our healthy seasons, and have much 
-business of tlieir own. (Jod forbid I should con- 
demn you to Ii-eland (Qmuiquam 01) and for 
England I despair : and indeed a change of affairs, 
would come too late at my season of life, and might 
probably produce nothing on my behalf. You have 
* kept "Mrs. Pope longer, and have had her care he- 
' yond what- from nature you could expect ; not but 
'^ her loss will be very sensible whenever it shall hap- 
' pen. I say one thing, that both summers and win- 
ters are milder here than with you ; all things foi^ 
life in general better for a middling fortune : you 
will have an absolute command of your compmy, 
^with whatever obsequiousness or freedom you may 
expect ' or allow. I have an elderly housekeeper, 
who has been my Walpole above thirty years, 
whenever X lived in this kingdom. I have the 
comtnand of one or two villas near this town : you 
have a warm isipartment in this house, and two 
. ^rdens for amusement. I have said enough, yet 
^ not half. Except absence from fi'iends, I confess 
freely that I have no discontent at living hene^ 
beside what arises from a silly spirit of liberty, 
which as it neither cours my drink, nor hurts my 
meat, nor spoils my stomach, farther than in ima- 
gination, so I resolve to throw it off. 

You talk of tJyfi Hunclad, but I am impatient 
to have it volare per ora*— there is now a vacancy 
for fame; the Beggar*s Opera has done its task, 
iiscedat uti conviva satur. Adieu. 

JON. SWIFT- 
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TO LORD CARTERET, 

MY LORD, MAY 10, r728* 

X TOLD your excellency, that you were to run on 
my errands. My lord Burlington has a very fine 
monument of his ancestor the earl of Corke, in my 
cathedral, which your excellency has seen. I and 
the chapter have written to him in a body, to have 
it repaired, and I in person have desired he would 
do it. And I desired likewise, that he would settle 
a parcel of land, worth five pounds a year (not an 
"annuity) to keep it always in repair. He said, 
** He would do any thing to oblige me ; but was 
afraid that, in future times, the five pounds a year 
would be misapplied, and secured by the dean and 
chapter to their own use." I answered, " That & 
dean and twenty-four members of so great a chapter, 
who, in livings, estates, ^c. had about four thousand 
pounds a year among them, would hardly divide 
four shillings among them, to cheat his posterity; 
and tliat we could have no view but to consult the •, 
Jlionour of his family .'^ I therefore command your 
excellency to lay this before him, and the affront he 
has put upon us, in not answering a letter written 
to him by the dean and chapter in a body. 

The great duke of Schomberg is buried under the 
altar in my cathedral. My lady 'Holdemess is my 
old acquaintance ! and I writ to her about a small 
sum, to make a monument for her grandfather. I 
writ to her myself; and also, there was a letter f5rom 
the dean and chapter, to desire she would order a 
monument to be raised for him in my cathedrai 
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It seems Mildma)'-, now lord Fitzwalter, her hus- 
band^ is a covetous fellow; or ^vhatever is the mat- 
ter, we have had no ansv^er. I desire you will tell 
lord Fitzwalter, " Tliat if he will not send fifty 
pounds to make a monument for the old duke, I 
,and the chapter will erect a small one of ourselvei^ 
for ten pounds; wherein it shall be expressed, 
Thgrt: the posterity of the duke, naming particularly 
lady Holdemess and Mr. Mildmay, not having tlijB 
generosity to erect a monument, we have done it 
of ourselves." And if, for an excuse, they pretend 
they will send for his body, let them know it is 
ipine ; and rather than send it, I will take up the 
bones^ and make of it a skeleton, and put it in my 
register office, to be a memorial of their baseness to 
2all pos^terity. This I expect your excellency will 
tell Mr. Mildmay, or, as you now call him, lord 
JFitzwalter; and I expect likewise, that he will let 
sir Conyers D'Arcy know how ill I take his negleqt 
in this lofiatter; although) to do him justice, he 
averred^ " That Mildmay was so avaricious a wretch, 
that he would let his own father be buried without a 
C<^n, to save charges." 

I expect likewise, that if you are acquainted with 
your successor, you will let him know how impartial 
I was in giving you characters of clergymen, without 
regard to party : and what weight you laid on them : 
and that having but one clei-gyman who had any 
relation to me, I let him pass unprefeiTcd. And 
lastly, that you will let your said successor know, 
that you lament the having done nothing for Mr. 
Robert Grattan*, and give him such a recom- 

* Of this family there were seven brothers, sons of Dr. Grat- 
ian> a ?^aeraVl^- and hospitable ckrgjpaam, who gave them all 
. , a liberal 
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mendation^ that he may have something to mend 
his fortune, ' ' 

These are the* matters I leave in charge to your 
excellency: and I desire that I, who have done 
with courts^ may not be used like a CQurtier; for, as 
I was a courtier when you wei-e a school-boy, I 
know all your arts. And so God bless you, and alt 
your family, my old friends : and remembef, J 
expect you shall not dare to be a courtier tp me. 
I am, ^t\ 

JON. SWEPT. 

a liberal education. The eldest was in the commission of the 
peace^ and lived reputably on his patrimony in the country. 
Another was a physician; another sgn, Jmms, 9. m^reha^ 
(who died lord maycn* of Dublin in 1726) ^ three othiess wepe 
clergymen; and the yomigest^ Chailes, feUpw of Dufaliji cpU 
1^, and master of the great free-school at Innisliiffing. , Witl^ 
EH these brothers Swift lived in the strictest intmiaey^ and te 
one of them^ who had a l\ouse at Beksamp, near I^ifaln> tbs 
foUoWii^ loose menioraDdum^ m the Ikm'§ ha^d-'Wiitii^^ h^ 
reference. '*• Mr. 'Gradtan*$ wa])c> called The Beveoge WaJJc^ 
was ^m the gate going in^ tp Gordon's house^nloor^ by gross 
computation^ 174D feet ; out of the lengtli of this walk, he mad^ 
a lease forever of 696 feet, with a fidd adjoining, to Mr. Deexiiig^ 
afitranger. Tli^refore Mr. Gratt«n*s walk is now in length only 
1145 feet. It wa« th^ greatest fbUy of a private domeatipk kindi^ 
that I ever rememberi for that walk was the only convenience in 
his garden or -grounds about it; and the only agreeable circum- 
itance that conld make the place tolerable," 
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FROM Ma GAY. 

/ 

DEAR SIR, PATH, MAY l6y IJ^S, 

J. HAVE been at the Bath about ten days, and | 
have played 8^t no game but once, and that at 
bactgammori with Mr, Lewis, who is very much 
your humble servant. He is here upon account of 
the ill st^te of health of his wife, who has as yet; 
found very little benefit from the waters. Lord 
and lady Bolingbroke are here ; and I think she i^ 
better than when I came here: they stay, as I 
guess, only about a fortnight longer. They both 
desired me to make their compliments ; as does 
Mr- Congreve *, who is in a very ill ^tate of health, 
but somewhat better gince he came here, JVIr* Lewia 
tells me, that he is promised to receive a hundred 
pounds upon your account at his return to London ; 
he having (upon request) coippUed to st^y for the 
payment till that time. The two hundred pounds 
you left with me are in the hands of lord Bathurst, 
together with some money of mine, all which ha 
will repay at Midsummer, so that lye must think 
of some other way of employing it ; and I cannot; 
resolve what to do, I do not know how long I shall 
stay here, because I am now, as I have been all my 
life, at the disposal of others, I drink the waters, 
and am in hopes to lay in a stock of health, some 
of which I wish to Communicate to you. Dr. De- 
Jany told me you had been upon a journey, and I 
ireally fancy taking horse is as good as taking thq 

f {ie dl^ Jao. 19, 1728-9. N, 

wfttmr 
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Waters i I hope you have found benefit by it* The 
beggar's Opera is acted here ; but our Polly has got 
no fame, though the actors have got money. I 
have sent by Dr. Delany, the opera, Polly Peachum 
and captain Mach&th. I would have sent you mjT 
own head (which is, now engraving to make up the 
gang), but it is not yet finish^. I suppose, you 
must have heard that I have h^4 the honour to ixave 
had a sermon preached against my works by a court 
chaplain'!^, which I look upon as no small addition 
to my fame. Direct to me here when you wri^; 
and the sooner that is, the sooner you will niake.xtui^ 
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TO MR. POPE. 
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jONte If i798i^ 

If ■ 
■ i . . . . s . t 

LOOK. upon my Icwrd IJoliagbroke and tis two as 
ft peculiar triumvirate, who have nothing. to expect 
or to fear; and so fa^ fittest to ;ConV^rse with oae 
another : oiily he and I are a little sujbject to schemesf 
and one of us (I would, not say which) upon vety 
weak appearanc€js, and -this you tWiVe nothing to di^ 
with. I . do profess \yithout ^flfect^tipn, that y^f 
kind opioion of «ia0.ap.i>ii»jtriot (^c6 you call it so) 

^. * Dr. 'ftiomasllernftg, t)i«i preacfeer tb the society ia tin*" 
ijolft's tkixi, ah£t afte]^w^W iV5^iisto of ' Canferbliry. I)r. SiAtt^ 
la^ihe Ibt^^eer/>No>^Rt^lkh^^ lUl^a^^i^^ 
gtta&sapcKitf 0f D&tH^vilg, oi£«ijQOouataaf MadsnaoascBivMI 

UB9mHiih9s^i ^ ;ji)ass) ^r.i. . .^. -i^ -^ \ : ^c I 
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fe what I do not deserte ; because what I dd is owing 
to perfect rage and resentment, and the mortifying 
flight of slavery, folly, and baseness about mei 
among which I am forced to live. And I will take 
toy oath that you have more* virtue in an hour than 
1 in seven years ; for you despise the- follies and hate 
the vices of mankind without the least ill effect on 
ytJUf temper; and with regard to "particular men, 
you are inclined always rather to think- the better, 
Whereas with me it is always directly contrary. I 
liope however, this is not in you from a superior 
prfnciple of virtue, but from your situation, which 
has made all parties and interests indifferent to you i 
who can be under no concern about high and low 
church, whig and. tpry, or who. is first minister. — 
Your long letter was the last I received till this 
by Dr. Delany, although you mention another 
since. The Doctor told . me your secret about the 
Dunciad, which does not please me, because it 
d$!fi»:is- gratifying my vanity in the most tender 
point,^ and perhaps may wholly disappoint it. ^ 
Cd t^i^ 6f yoiir inquiries, I am^etey enough iii gi^ 
iftia:Qtie^s, btit havie a thousand paltry vexations in 
Ihy littk station) >and the m^re contemptible the 
ihoi^ ve:scA6oilSw There might be a Lutrin writ 
UpOh-'the tricfe^^ by my chapter to tease tnj9; 
f do ttot conveftrse with -dne <*eatupe <^ station or 
titie; but I^baVe ii set of ^^sy ptoplewham I^it^ 
imtAri^Ml^X I bme a miiid: I baVe formerly cfe^ 
scrjbqd them to you,^ but when you come you shall 
Tu^^f^ .jie h^^puf^s ojf ^ the couritiy as nauch as v/ou 

Jlpi^^iS^yfiXKiJi^^ on tJblt^CCQttl^, lUS^ 

Ugaf^nmi-ib^fK^ te'^I live. J^Sn^CSod prosissife JMbs^ 
Pope for your sake and ease; 1^ loMeiUnd^^est^eA 
« her 
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her too much to wish it for her own ; if I were five! 

and twenty I would wish to be of her age, to be a« 

secure as she is of a better life. Mrs P. B. ♦ has 

writ to me, and is one of the best letter-writers I 

know; very good sense, civility and firiendship, . 

without any stiffness or constraint. The Dunciad 

has taken wind here, but if it had not, you are as 

much known here as in England, and the university 

lads will crovtd to kiss the hem of your garment. I 

am grieved to hear that my lord Bolingbroke's ill 

health forced him to the Bath. Tell me, is not 

temperance a necessary virtue for great- men, sinc^ 

Tt is the parent of ease atid liberty, so ilecessaty for n 

the «rsfe jAnd improvemeilt of the niind, and which 

philosophy allows tb'b^tife greatest felicities of life? 

I believe, had health been 'given )i6 libersllly to you^ 

it would have been bfetter husbanded without shame 

to your parts. 

rfON\ SWIFT. 
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FROM MR; POPE. 

DAWLEY, JUNE 28, 1728. 

I NOW hold the pen foir my lord Bolingbroke, who 
is reading yoiir^ letter between two higrcocks, but 
his attention is somewhat diverted* by casting his 
eyes on the clouds, not itt admiratio* bf 'what you 
fiay^ but for fear of a shower. He is pleased with 

* Patty Blount She had expressed « wi^i U> have a l^ter 
totti Swifts which letter i9 printed in p. 7* Bowles. 
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your placing him in the triumvirate between yotiif- 
9e]f and me: though he says, that he doubts he 
shall fare like Lepidus^ while one of us runs away 
ivith lall the power^ like Augxi^tus^ and another with 
all the pleasures^ like Anthony. It is upon a fore- 
fight of this that he has fitted up his farm, and you 
will agree that his scheme of retreat at least is not 
founded upon weak appearances. Upon his return 
from the Bath^ all peccant humours, he finds, are 
purged out of him; and his great temperance and 
economy are so signal, that the first is fit for my 
constitution, and the latter would enable you to lay 
tip so much money as to buy a bishoprick in £ng^ 
land* As to the return of his health and vigour^ 
were you here, you might inquire of his hay- 
makers; but as to his temperance, I can answer 
that (for one whole day) we have had nothing for 
dinner but mutton broth^ beans and bacon, and a 
barn-door fowl* 

Now his lordship is fun after his cart, I have a 
tnoment left to myself to tell you, that I overheard 
him yesterday agree with a painter for 200L to paint 
his country hall* with trophies of rakes, spades^ 
prongs, &c. and other oraaments, merely to coun- 
tenance his calling this place a form — now turn over 
a new leat--* 

^ The tdSlti>t of»:fheBiographiaBritaimica observes from hk 
tmn knowkc^ei that it .was so painted in Mack cray6ns^ and 
thai over the door was this inscription : . 

.^' f^aJGa beatus runs honor.'* N. - 

' N6tkk%'caii shdw the efibrts of disappohited ambition so 
strongly as this absurdity^ with which he endeavoiired to please 
tad dec^ve hisQstf • BowtBf. 

..»..* i 'He 
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He bids me assure you, he should be sorry not 
to have more schemes of kindness for his friends 
than of ambition, for faitosQlf:^ there, though his 
schemes may be weak, the motives . at least are 
stfong ; and he say^ farther, if you could bgear as 
great a fall and decrease of your revenues, asr^ 
knows by experience he can, you would notiive In 
Ireland an hour, ' .j/ 

The Dunciad is going to be printed in all pomp, 
with the inscription,* which makes me proudest. It 
will be attended with proeme^ prolegomena^ testis- 
numia scHptoniniy index authorum, and notes van 
riorum. As to the latter, I desire you to read 
over the text, and make a few in any way you like 

. best * ; whether dry raillery, upon the style aiid 
way of commenting of trivial critics ; or humourous, 

, upon the authors in the poem ; or historical, 6f 
persons, places, times ; or explanatory, or collect* 
ing the parallel passages of the ancients. Adieu. I 
am pretty well, my mother not ill. Dr. Arbuthnot 
vex«i with his fever by intervals ; I am afraid he 
declines, and we shall lose a worthy man: I am 
troubled about him very much. 

I am, &c. 

"i^ Dr. SH'ift did so. WAasuRTOdf. 



VOL. xn. D 



34 EPISTOLARY CORRESPONDfiNCf. 



FROM MR. GAY*. 

% * 

DEAR SIR, BATH, JUlV fi, 17^8. 

X HE last news I have heard of you, was from 
Mr. Lancelot, who was at tHis place with lord Sus- 
sex, who gave me hopes of seeing you the latter end 
of this summer* I wish you may keep that resolu- 
tion, and take the Bath in your way to town. You, 
in all pvobability, will find here some or most of 
those you like to see* Dr. Arbuthnot wrote to- me 
to-day from Tunbridge, where he is now for the 
recovery of his health, having had several relapses 
of a fever : he tells me that he is much better, and 
that in August he intends to come hither. Mr. 
Congreve and I often talk of you, and wish you 
health and every good thing ; but often, out of self- 
interest, we wish you with us. In five or six days 
I set out upon an excursion to Herefordshire, to 
lady Scudamore's, but shall return here the be^n- 
ning of August. I wish you could meet me at 
Gutheridge. The Bath did not agree with lady 
Bolingbroke, and she went Srom here much worse 
' than she came. Since she went ta Ifciwley, by her 
own inclination, without the advice of physicians^ 
she has taken to a milk diet, aiid she hath writ 
me an account of prodigious good effects both in 
the recovery of her appetite and spirits. The 

« In ft letter to Mr. P<^> dated Aug. d, 1728> Mh Gay isays, 
«« I9 the widow's house to be disposed of yet ? I have not 
given up my pketenskms to the De^) ii it was to be parted , 
ivfith^ I wish one of us bad it" N. 

weather 
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weather is extremely hot, the place is very emp^, 
1 have an inclination to study, but the heat makes 
it impossible. The duke of Bolton *, I hear, ham 
run away with PoUy Ftechum> having settled 400 /* . 
a year upon her during pleasure; and upon dis* 
aCTeement 200/. a year, Mr. Pope is in a state 
of persecutiofa^ for the Dunciad : I wish to be 
witness of his fortitude, but he writes but seldoiA. 
It would be a consolation to me to hear fix>m you* 
I have heard but once from Mrs. Iloward these 
three months^ and t think but once from Mr. Pope. 
My portrait mezzotinto is published from Mrs. 
Howard's painting ; I wish I could contrive to 
isend you one, but t fancy t could get a better 
impression at London. I have ten thousand things- 
to talk to you, but few to write ; yet defer Writ- 
ing to you no longer, knowing you interest your- 
self in every thing that concerns me so much^ 
that I make yon happy> as you will me, if you 
can tell me you are in good healthy which I wish 
you to hear every morning as soon as I awake. 

I am dear sir^ 

Yours most a£^tionately. 

^ Who afterward maniod BCss Fmton. H. 
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TO MR. POPE/ : 
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- , JULY 16, 1728. 

1 HAVl^ofteuruu over the Tiunciad, in an Irish 
edition (1 si^pose full of fd^iilts) which a'gentlertiAh 
«ent me.. Thj notes 1 couW Wish to be' very lafge, 
in what relates .to,' *the persotls/tonceWied : fof I have 
long observecl that twenty lilileifhjixi London no- 
Ibpdv understi^nds hints, initial tetters; or town feicfe 
• and passages ;, ana \n a lew y^ftrs not even those 
tirho live in' L-bmion. t woilld^Have the nairfeis bf 
those scnbblere |)rinted liid^xlcally at the beglhhnlg 
or end of* me poem^ with an accdiiiit of their Work<i, 
for the^ reader to refer to. I Would have 411 the 
parodies (as they' are calledf) referred to the Wthor 
they imitate,^ — When I began this long pa|ier, 1 
thought 1 should have filled it with setting down 
the :several passages I had marked in the edition I 
haij tut I find it unnecessary, so many of them 
falling under the siM3ie rule. After twepty times 
reading the whole, I never, in my opinion, saw so 
much good satire or more good sense in so many * 
hnes. How it passes in Dublin I know not yet ; 
but I am sure it will be a great disadvantage to the 
poem, that the persons and facts will not be under- 
stood till an explanation comes out, and a very full 
one. I imagine it is not to be pubHshed till toward 
winter, when folks begin to gatiier in town. Again 
I insist, you must have your asterisks filled up with 
some real names of real dunces. 



^, r J' am now reading youv preceding letter of June 28, » 
anc},fin4 tliat all I have advised above is mentioned 
thcipe, r I ^would b^ glad to know whether the quarto 
edition is to co^e-. out. anonymously, $us. published 
by^tlie comn^entatof, with all his pomp of prefaces, 
&p. and among, piaTiy complaints of spurious, e^ir 
tioffsi I am tliinkins: whether the editor should 
not follow the old style of, this excellent author, &c. 
and refine in many places when you meant no re- 
finement? and info the barg^ain take all the load of 
naming the dunces, their qualities, histories, and 
performances I '.:'-., 

, As to yourself, I doubt you want a spurrer-on to 
exercise and to amusements ; but to talk of decay 
at your season of life is a jest, But you are not 9P 
regular as I. You are the most temperate ^an 
Godward, and the most intemperate yourselfward, 
of most I have known. I suppose Mr. Gay will 
return from the Jiath with twenty pounds more 
flesh and two hundred less in money : Providence 
never designed him to be above two-and-twenty by 
his tl^pughtlessness and cuUibility. He has as little 
foresight of agp, sickness, poverty, or loss of admirers, 
as a girl at fifteen. By the way, I must obsferve, that 
my lord Bolingbroke (from the effects of his kind- 
ness to me) argues most sophistically : the fall from 
a million to a hundred thousand pounds is not so 
great as froni eight hundred jx)unds a year to one : 
besides he is a .controller of fortune, and poverty 
. di^res'not look a great minister in the face under his 
lowest declensioil. I never knew him live so greatly 
and 'expensively as he has done siince his return frpm 
exile ; such riioitais have resources that others are 
not able tQ coq^eh^md. But .God bless you, whose 
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great genius had not so transported you as to leave 
you to the courtesy of mankind ; for wealth is 
liberty, and liberty is a blessing fittest for a philo* 
soj^er — and Gay is a slave just by two thousand 
pounds too little. And Horace was of my niind, 
«nd let my lord contr^lict hini if he dares. 

JON, SWIFT. 



W^ 



TO DR, SHERIDAN. 

* ^ ■ • • • ' " 

VlUR friends here^ as well ^s myself, were sadly, 
disappointed upon hearing ^e acf^mnt of your 
journey. Nobody ip. town or country, as we were 
informed, knew where you were ; but I j^rsuaded 
our family, that you were certainly in a way of 
Aiakins yourself easy, and had gQt that living you 
inentioned, and accordingly we were grieved, and 
rejoiced ^t the loss and settlement of a friend ; but 
it never eptered'ii^to our heads, that you were be^ 
^towing forty days in several stages between con*^ 
$tkble and constable, without any real benefit to 
yourself, farther than of ^ercise ; and we wished 
that nobody should have had the benefit of your 
long absence from your school but yourself, by a 
good living, or we by your good company ; much 

less than the pleasure of spiting T had 

been your great motive. I heartily wish, you were 
fettled at Hamilton's Bawn, a|id I would be apt 

* TbeseatofsirArUnurAcbqBOii. H.. 



BPISTOLARY CORRESPONDENCf* S^ 

to advise you not to quit your thoughts diat way, 
if the matter may be brought to bear; for by a 
letter I just received from the bishop of Cork, which 
was short and dry, with the stale excuse of pre-en- 
gagements, I doubt you can hope nothing fix)m hinu 
— As to what you call my exercise, I have long quitted 
it : it gave me too much constraint, and the world 
does not deserve it. We may keep it cold till the 
middle of winter. 

As to my return, there are many speculations. I 
am well here, and hate removals ; my scheme was, 
that you should dome hither, as you say, and I re- 
turn with you in your chaise. Sir Arthur, on hear- 
ing your letter, pressed me to stay longer. I am a 
very busy man, ^uch as at Quilca, which you will 
know Mdien you come ; yet I would contrive to be 
pressed more to stay till Christmas, and that you 
may contrive to be here again, and take me back 
with you time enough for my own visitation : and 
my reason for staying is, to be here the planting 
and pruning time, &c. I hate Dublin, and love 
the retirement here, and the civility of my hosts. 
This is my state and humour upon it, and accord- 
ingly you are to manage my scheme. However, I 
would have you keep your vacation of September 
here : and let Mrs. Brent send me a dozen guineas 
(half of them half guineas) by you, and a periwig, 
and a new riding-gown and cassock, and whatever 
else I may want by a longer absence, provided you 
will resolve and swear that I shall stay. 

I had all Mrs. Brenfs packets by Mr. Little. 
My service to Mrs. Dingley. I cannot say that J 
have more to say, than to say that I am, &e. 

JON. SWIFT. 
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TO TjHE SAME. 

• ■ 

SEPT. 18, 1728*. 

jyX Y continuance here is owing partly to indolence, 
and partly to my hatred to Dublin. I. am in a 
middling way, between healthy and sick, hardly 
ever without a little giddiness or deafness, and some- 
times both : so much for that. As to what you call 
my lesson, I told you I would think no more of it, 
neither do I conceive the world deserves so much 
trouble from you or me. I think the sufferings of 
the country for want of silver deserves a paper '^, 
since the remedy is so easy, and those in power so 
negligent. I had some other subjects in my 
thoughts : but truly I am taken up so much with 
long lampoons on'd person, who owns you for a 
back, that I have no time for any thing else : and 
if I do not produce one every now and then of about 
two hundred lines, I am chid for my idleness, and 
threatened with you. I desire you will step to the 
deanry, speak to Mrs. Brent;}:, bid her open the 
middle great drawer of Ridgeway's scrutoire in my 
closet, and then do you take out from thence the 
history § in folio, marble cover ; and two thin folios 
fairly writ. I forget the titles, but you have read 
themes one is an account of the proceedings of lord 

* This shoqld also be dated from Market-hilL H. 
t lu the Intelligencer, the 19th number of which is on this 
subject, tt, 

$ The Dean's housekeeper, H.- ■ 
§ Bikory of the Peace of Utretht. H. 

Oxford'* 
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Oxford's ministry, and the other * to the same pur- 
pose. There are foul copies of both in the same 
drawer, but do you take out the feir ones, not in 
my hand. Let them be packed up and brought 
hither by the bearer. My lady is perpetudly 
quarrelling with sir Arthur and me, and show* 
every creature the libels I have writ against iier+. 

Mr. Worrall sent me the particulars of the havoc 

made in Naboth's vineyard J. The d burst, 

&c. 

I think lady Dun's burning would be an admirable 
subject to show how hateftil an animal a humaa 
creature is tliat is known to have never done any 
good. The rabble all rejoicing, &c. which th^ 
would not have done at any misfortune to a man 
known to be charitable. . 

I wish you could get in with the primate, on ^ihp 
account of some discourse about you here to-day 
with Whaley and Walmsley. Whaley goes tq 
Dublin on Monday next in order for England. I 
would have you see him. I fancy you may do 
some good with the primate as to the first good 
vacant school, if you wheedle him, and talk a little 
whi^ishly . 

JON. SWIFT. 

* The State of Affairs in 1714. H. 

t See Hamilton's Bawn, or the Grand Question debated. H. 

X A field, not fiur from the deanery house, which dcMor 
Swift inclosed at a great expence with a fine stonewall line^ 
with brick, against which he planted vines and the best-chosen 
fruit-trees, for the benefit of the dean of St. Patrick's fin- the 
time being. H« 
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MR, POPE TO DR. SHERID.\N, 

SIR, 

L THANK you kindly for your news of the dean 
of St. Patrick's, for your Persius *, for every thing* 
in your letter. I will use my warmest endeavours 
to serve Dr. Whaley. Beside his own merit, the 
demerit of his antagonist goes into the scale, and 
the Dean tells me he is a coadjutatit of that fool 
Smedley. You must have seen, but you cannot 
have >ead, what he has lately published against 
our friend and me. . ITie only pleasure a bad wri- 
ter can give me he has given, that of being abused 
with my betters and my friends. I am much pleased 
v^th most of the Intelligencers, but I am a little 
piqued at the author of them for not once doing me 
the honour of a mention upon so honourable an 
occasion as being slandered by the dunces, together 
with m^ friend the flean, who is properly the au- 
thor of the Dunciad : it had never been writ but at 
his request, and for his deaftiess; for had he been 
able to converse with me, do you think I had amused 
my time so ill? I will not trouble you with amend- 
ments to so imperfect an edition as is now published ; 
you will soon see a better, with a full and true com- 
m^tary, setting all mistakes right, and branding 
none hut our own cattle. Some vQry good epigrams 
on tjie. gentlemen of the Duneiad have been sent 
^ me from Oxford, and others of the London authors : 
if I had an amanuensis (which is a thing neither I 

* A prose transladon by Dr. Sheridan. N. 

nor 
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ipor > my common trifles are worth) you should have 
them with this. Jf your university or town have 
produced any on this subject pray send them me, 
oc Keep t|iei]i at least together, for another day , 
they may all meet. 

I have writ to t\\e Dean just ^ow by Mr. BU 
isington, vfho charges himself with this, and have 
inserted a hint or two of his libelling the lady of 
the family : in as innocent a manner a3 he does 1^ 
he will hardly suspect I had any information of it. 

Tliough I ai^ a very ill correspondent, I shall 
lit all times be glad to have the favour of a line 
fron» you. My, eyesight is bad, my head oftep 

/ in pain, my time strangely taken up. Were ,1 
my own master (which, I thank God, I yet am, 
in all points but one^ where humanity only coi^ 
9trains me) I would infallibly see Ireland bdTore I 
die. But whether that, or many other of my littl^ 

though warm designs, will ever take eflfect, 

CaUginosa noctepremit Deus I 

I am (wherever I am) the Dean s, and the Dean** 
friends^ and consequently feithfiilly, sir, 

yo\ir affectionate servant, 

A. POPE. 
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TO MR. WORIiALL*. 

f ■ ' - • ■ ■ ■ ' 

^' SEPT. 28, I72S. 

"X HAD All the letters given me by my servants : 
so tell Mrs. Brerit -f*- and Dr. Sheridan : -atfid I thank 
you for the great care you had ^h the commissions I 
. troubled you with. . 

I imagine Mrs. Brent is gone into the countiy, 
but that you know where to send to her. I desire 
you will pay lier four pounds, and sixteen pounds- 
to Mrs. Dingley, and take their receipts. I beg 
Mrs. Dingley's pardon for not remembering her 
'debt sooner; and my humble service to her. 1 
desire Mrs.* Brent to send me the best receipt she has 
for making meath : she may send me her receipt for 
.making the strong meath, fetid that for making the 
next strong, and the third strongw Hers was always 

* Mr. Worrall was a clergyman, a master of arts, a reader 
dnd vkar of "St. Patrick's cathedral, and a master of the isong^ 
He was a man of Swift^s own stEm^iing in the G^&ege 5 a gpbd 
walker, a man of sense, and a great deal of hmnour -, . all which 
ingratiated him much with the Dean ^ who dined v^ith him 
whenever he thought proper, at a certain rate, inviting as many 
ftiends as he pleased at the same time. Mr. Worrall, by liis last 
win, bequeathed to Trinity college, Dublin, 100/. per annum, 
to be yearly distributed among poor scholars educated in tliat 
city ; and many thousand pounds moi'e to be disposed of to pub- 
He charities, at the discretion of his executors (the Dean of St. 
Patrick's and others) j 500 L of which was appropriated to the 
Dean*s hospital, besides the profit of a lease for 90 years of land 
at Kihnainham, near the said hospital, held under the minbr 
^ canons of St. Patrick*s, of which corporation he had been a 
monber from the year 1688. N. 
f His housekeeper. H. 

tooi 



loo strong; v-aiid cJn that accounl die was so Wilfal I 
would ^ffet her to make no more. There is- A 
vexfetious'tlring happened about the: usquebaugh for 
my lord Bolingbi^oke. It seems, you only directed 
it for the earl of Berkeley ; but ' I thought I had 
desired you to add " for lord Bolingbroke :*" btft 
there is nothing in that ; for I wrote to the earl of 
Berkeley, to give him notice. Biit Mr. GaVan, who 
married a daugliter of Mrs. Renna, ^(? keepl^ the 
inn at Chester, hatb just sent me a letter, irffi3rm^ 
ii^ me -that the usquebatigh came to Park Gate, 
within seven miles of Chester; and that Mr. Whit- 
He, the owner of the ship, was to deliver -it himself; 
but he sent it by a mto of a n<«:ed bad character, 
^ho, as -Mrs* Kemia supposeif^, kept it sortie time, 
and opened it before he delivered it ; *for, imfnc^ 
diately ujion the delivery of it, Mrs, Kienna sent 
to Pkrk Gate, to have the usquebaugh brought up 
to Chester ;' but was told that the fellow had brought 
it away ; tliat he said, he sent it as directed : biit 
that no doubt he must have some view of paying 
^liimself for the trouble, which made him so busy ; 
but wh^hier it was by changiiig the usquebaugh, 
or overrating the charges of it, Mr.' Gavan coiilfi 
not tell; but adds, that, if I should hear of any 
thing amiss, I lihould write to Mrs. Kenna, his 
motiifer, wIk) will endeavour to make the fellow 
4o me justice. All this I have transcribed frojin 
Mr, Gavan's letter ; and I desire you will call upon 
her father, Mr. Luke Gavan (who is a knowTi man 
in Dublin), and desire him, when he writes to his 
son, to give my service to him and Mrs. Kenna, 
and let them know I will do as they direct. 1 
an) very unfortunate in. this affair; but have ivo 
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Iremedy ; however, I will write to lord Bolingbroke t 
though I fear I am cheated of it all : for I do not 
•find that the fellow demanded any thing from Mrs4 
Kenna, or came to her at all. Your new fencies 
c^. making my riditig-gown and cassock (I nieah 
Mrs. Brent's fancies) do not please me at idl^ be^ 
'cause they differ so much from my old one. You 
are a bad packer of bad grapes. Mrs. Dingley 8ayE(, 
she cannot persuade Mrs. Brent to take a vomit. 
Is she not (db not tell her) an old fool ? She has 
made me take mstny a one without metcy^ Pray 
give Mrs* Worrall a thousand thanks from me, for 
her kind present and workmanship of her feirest 
hands in making me two nightcaps* 

We have a design upon Sheridan. He sent u» 
in print a ballad upon Ballyspellin, in which he has 
employed all the rhymes he could find to that word ; 
but we have found fifteen more, and employed them 
in abusing his ballad, and Ballyspellin too» I h^re 
send you a copy, and desire you. will get it printed 
privately, and published *. 

Your periwig maker is a cursed rogue. The wig- 
he gave you is an o|d one with a new cawl, and sO' 
big that I cannot wear it, and the curls all fidlen : I 
just tried it on my head ; but I cannot wear itr 

I am ever yours^ ^c. 

JON. SWIFT. 

* BaUk^ these poeoos wiU be fiiund in vol. XVII. pp. 35, S$. N. 
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FROM MR. POPJt 

< 

fiATH, NOV. 12, 1728. 

HAVE passed six weeks in quest of health, and 

found it not : but I found the folly of solicitude 

about it in a hundred instances : the contrariety of 

.1*' 
opinions and practices, the inability of physicians, 

the blind obedience of some patients, and as blind 
rebellion of others. I believe at a certain time of 
life, men are either fools or physicians * for them- 
selves ; and zealots, or divines for themselves. 

It was much in my hopes that you intended us a 
winter s visits but last week I repented that wish, 
having been alarmed with a report of your lying ill 
on the road fix>m Ireland ; from which I am just 
relieved by an assurance that you are still at sir Ar- 
thur s -J-, planting and building; two things that I 
envy you for, beside a third, which is the society 
of a valuable lady. I conclude, though I know 
nothing of it, that you quarrel with her, and abuse 
her every day, if she is so. I wonder I hear of no 
lampoons upon her, either made by yourself^ or 
by others, because you esteem her. I think it a . 
Vast pleasure that whenever two people of merit 
regard one another, so many scoundrels envy and 
are angry at them; it is bearing testimony to a 
merit they cannot reach ; and if you knew the infi- 
nite content I have received of late, at the finding 

* An old English adage^ that a man is either a fool or physi- 
cian at forty. Bowles. 
t Sir Arthur Acheson. H. 

V 
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yours and my name constantly united in any silly 
scandal, I think you would go near to sing lo Tri- 
umphe I and celebn^te my happiness in verse : and 
I believe if you will not, I sljall. Tlie inscription 
to the Dunciad is now printed, and inserted in the 
poem. Do you care I should say any thing farther 
how much that poem is yours? since certainly 
without you, it had never been. Would to God 
we were together for the rest of our lives ! the whole 
ij^eight of scribblers would just serve to find us 
amusement, and not more. I hope you are too well 
employed to mind them; every stick you plant, 
and eve.ry stone you lay is to some purpose : but the 
business of such lives as theirs, is but to die daily, 
to labour, and raise nothing. I or^ly wish we could 
comfort each other under our bodily infirmities, 
and let those who have so great a mind to have 
more wit than we, win it and wear it. Give us 
but ease, health, peace, and fair weather ! I think 
it is the best wish in the world, and you know 
whose it was. If I lived in Ireland, I fear the wet 
climate would endanger more than my life, my 
humour and health, I am so atmospherical' a crea-. 
ture. 

I must not omit acquainting you, that what you 
heard of the words spoken of you in the drawing- 
room was not true. The sayings of princes ar^ 
generally as ill related as the sayings of wits. To 
such reports little of our regard should be given, 
and less of our conduct influenced by them. 
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TO THE mV. Ma. WAtLlS. 

'SIR, ^JJ^KT^IU.*i NOV. 1^> J7%8^ 

J. AM extremely obliged %o yxm for yoar kii^cl 
* intentibn in tJie purchase you mention ; but it will 
not answer my design, because these lands are let 
in leases renewable for ever-f'^ and consequently 
can never have the rent raised ; which is mortal to 
all estates left for ever to a public use, and is contrary 
to a fundamental maxim of mine ; and most cor- 
poration$ «feel the smart df it. 

I have been here several months, to amuse me in 
my disorders of giddiness and deafness, of which I 
-4iave 'frequent retums-^diid I shall haitlly return Xo 
Oublin tiU Christmas^ 

I ^HB truly grieved at your great loss j}-, Suoh 
' misfortunes seem to break the whole .scheme, of 
-ftiaii^s life^, and althoi:^ time m^y lessen sorrow. 



seat of ^Arthur Acfaeson, where the Deo^ p^wod two 
m^isfasoidn. H^hada£airm.D^arit, which was let. to him by- -sir 
~ Ar&,ur^ and afterwaids csdkd Drapier^s hill, apparently 6(tai t(ie 
^ poem» while Swift tenanted it* P* # 

■ f Acconlingty> in his \ii4Ui by which he <l0vised liis foitane 
f^ the building and endowing of an hoeiiitsd for lunatics, Ifi^ 
i^itrained his executors from purchasing any lands that " wer^ 
^eumbered with leases for lives reoewabk/* D. 
' t The death of Mtv.WalMs. D. 

§ Mr. Pope has so poetically expicMed this Idea* that I cap* 
"Bht -resist the temptation of transcribing it : " I am sd^bly ob- 
%ed to you^ in the comlbrt you dUeavour to give jne upon 
the loss of a friend. It is like the shower we ha?e Iji^d this 
morning, that just make4 the drooping trees hold upf th^ir heads^ 
but they remain checked and witheved at the root : the bene- 
diction is but a short relief, though it comes from Heav^ itself. 
VOL.XIL E *tVA 
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yet it cannot hinder a man from feeling the wattf 
of so near a companion^ nor hardly supply it with 
another^. I wish you health exid happiness^ audi 
that the pledge -f- left you may prove a comfort. I 
ion, with grtot sincerity^ yout most obliged and 
most humble servant^ 

JON. SWIFT. 



■" ',' * .""It 



DR. SHERIDAN 
TO LORD MOUNTCASHEL $. 

' ■ . ■ 

MY LORD, DEC. i, i?^?^ 

1 DEDICATE to you tibiis . edition and translatigni 
of Persius §, as an acknowliedgment for tjie great 
pleasure you gave me in tihie first part of your edu- 
cation^ which, by your own application and good^ 
ness of t^nper, wa» attended with, a success eq]ial 
to my wishes. 

' And toice you still proceed in the same paths of 
diliigiencd' and virtue in the' University, where yoii^ 
have already distinguished yourself '^n a v:^^* jsHbrtr 
time, it lays a further obligation upon me, to 're- 
turn you my thanks in this public maamer^ fer 



■ -.T 



The loss of a friend is the loss ofUh-y aft^ that j$ gone fr(9a vp« 
it is all but a gentle decay> and wasting : and lingering a little 
longer." Letters to a Lac^, p. 23. N. ' 

* This sentiment/ 310 doubt> came, from the writer's heast* 
Stdla^ the incompandi>le8teUa> was then no mo(e.! N. 

f A son« afterward a barrister at law. F. . - 

X Of wl|omseehereafter« p* 57. N. 

§ A literal translation in pcose, puUished at Dublin, by O^ 
Grierson, ir38,l2nu>. N. . , 

having- 
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having BO faithfiiUy regarded the last advice^ whiqh 
a.g^yeyou, 

• "ViThe^^ I hear from ypur governors^ with what 
respect and deference you treat them ! how cheer- 
{f)t}lyou aije in your olfedience to their pommandsl 
f that you are const£^nt.i^ all duties enjoined you hy 
. l^e ^taJait^s (too muf;h hitherto neglected by those 
. of your qujility) ; that you are regular inyouriif^; 
decent in your behayiour; good-patured and civil 
: to jffnf cpitipaniions^ whom .yoix have prudently 
. chQsei9i,$rpn^ among t^e best; .that^.you are diligent 
in yoif i^ ^s^ndies ; with n^any other additions to your 
charap^y which very i^^ch redound to your ho- 
norur ;, . I then return miy thanks* to God^ and. think 
all ^ly labour on your account rewarded in tqie 
noblest and the best manner, 
.1 ,:;You are now in a situation of taking two t^e 
; ii»6st delightful proi^pects, that a generous mind 
can have. First, yoi^ can look back upjon a good 
aqd honourable reputation, left behind you am^^g 
. ypur school-fellows.; Y.qu can bejiold that ardent 
' eajiuial^on in most of them, virhich you kindled jn 
A^lf^t breasts by your example; .apd t^kus you see 
' ,yft\uFp^f j^ blesse4 instrument of bni^ging others into 
therpsul of honour ^d ,wtue, which you naturally 
; followed upon, the first direction. The nex^t pro- 
spect is, thit you are,. now placed on a more public 
. stage, among the hopefulest young gentlemeYi . of 
. this kingdom, who are already so far influenced by 
;^ your, example, that th^ rather seem willing to 
contend with you in the race, than to follow ; apd 
this by your own encouragement. Consider, my 
X'ord, the ^ood you now do, is pot confined to the 
present age : but those to come shall shew the efifocts , 

E 2 ' ^^ 
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•of your virtue, and posterity shall bless you for 
giving an advantage to them, which they can only 
requite by the greatest esteem they will preserve for 
your memory, 

I shall make you no compliments upon youi* birth 
or title, for whifch, you and your school-fellows will 
witness for me, that I never did once either distiA- 

• ^ish or spare you while yoii were under ihy care. 
Neither shall I ever allow yod- any merit frbm the 
mere advantages of fortuiie. Besides, I Always 
observed you much more find of the ^i^to^es 
of the Greek and Roman heroes, than df^dUr own. 

'There you found so many wonderful examples (>f 
piety, wisdom, justice, fortitude, love -to their 
country, faithfulness to their friends, every action 
great, noble, and truly humane, that it is not tb be 
wondered your character exceeds your yesars, when 
^6u endeavoured to borrow .most of it from theiA ; 
for which every wise man Will acquit you, since 
■tiiere are so few examples In Ihe present world, that 
Hvrill deserve your imitation. But, the great charac- 
ters of antiquity^are such, as you may safely foJknv 
•"in every thing that is great arid good. And althdtigh 
it hath been your misfortune to live in a cotmtiy, 
hot the most in^ting sc^n^W etnploy those talents 
w)iich God hath; givto you, and which yoiir own 
r uisposition, added 'to thc'care'of your instructors, 

* is so likely to improve; yet fet not that be a dis- 
couragement from persevering to qualify yourself, 
ifor appearing one day, where you can shih^ to mqi-e 
advantage. . - 

' But my zeal for your happiness makes me forget 
that you are now under governors much fittei' to 
' ^iSct you in your future conduct. I shall there- 
fore 
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f9re only join with them in my good .wishes for a 
Uessing on their labours. ^^ Si agricolam arbor ad 
fpictum perducta delectat ; si pastor ex foetu gr^s 
sui capit voluptatem ; si alumnum sumn nemo aUter 
intuetur quam ut adolescentiam ilUus suam judicet, 
quid evenire credis his qui ingenia educaverunt^ et 
qui tenera formaverunt^ adulta subito vident ? As- 
sero te mihi^ Meum opus es *." My case, my 
Lord, is the very same. You are a plant of my 
own rearing; and although you be now removed 
to: another soil, the same delight, which I con- 
Ofeived at your prosperous growth, makes me earnest 
ia my expectations to see the Iruit. May you 
never disappoint our hopes, but become a true son 
of the church, a loyal subject to your prince, a 
fidthful friend to your country, and an honour 
to the age you live in ! M^y all happiness and suc- 
cess attend you to the last period of }x>ur life ! I 
lun, my Lord, 

With true respect, esteem, and af&ction. 
Your most obedient, and most humble servant^ 

THOMAS SHERID^VN- 



3S 



FROM MR, GAY- 



BEAR silt, LONI>ON, DEC. 2, I728. 

I THINK this is my fourth letter, I am sure it is 
the third, without any answer. If I h^d any assur- 
ance of your health, I should have been more easy. 



* ^Senecat Ep. 34. 
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I should have writ to you upon this subject above n* 
month ago, had it not been for a report that yoa 
were upon the road in your way to England : which 
r fear now was without foundation. Your money, 
wth part of my own, is still in the hands of lord 
Bathurst, which I belieye he will keep no longer^- 
but repay upon his coming to town ; when I will 
endeavour to dispose of it as I do of my own, unless 
I receive your ordera to the contrary. Lord and 
lady Bolingbroke are in town : she has been lately 
very ill, but is now somewhat better. I have had a 
very severe attack of a fever, which, by the care of 
<mr friend Dr. Arbuthnot, has, I hope, almost" left 
llie. I have been confined about ten dap, ' but' 
never to my bed, so that I hope soon to g^t abroad 
about my business ; that is, the care of the 'secoiitt 
part of the Beggar s Opera, which was almost ready 
K)r rehearsal ; but Rich received the duke of Graf- 
ton's commands (upon an information that he was 
rehearsing a play improper to be represented) not 
to rehearse any new play whatever, till his grace has 
seen it. What Avill become of it I know not ; but 
J am sure I have written nothing, that can be legally 
suppressed, unless, the setting vices in general in an 
pdious light, and virtue in an amiable one, may gjve 
offence. I passed five or six nionths this year at 
the Bath with the duchess of Marlborough ; and 

, then, in the view of taking care of myself, writ this 
piece. If it goe* on, in case of suecess, I have 
taken.care to jnake^ better bargains for myself: I 
tell you this^ because I. know ypu arp sq good as tp 

^ntereat.ypursejf sq. warmly in jny ajSairs^ that it ^s 
yrhat you would want to know. I saw Mr. Pope 
pn Friday, who, as to hi^ l^CJalth, is just as yon left 
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him. His mother^ by his account^ is much the 
same. Mr. Lewis, who is very much your servant 
(as are all I have mentioned) tells me, farther time 
is still desired of him about the hundred pounds. 
Dr. Arbuthnot particularly desires his compliments^ 
and Mrs. Howard often asks after you. Prince 
Fjrederick is expected over this week. I hope to 
go abroad in two or three days. I wish I could 
tfteet with you either abroad or ^t home. 



mm 



TO MR. WORRALL, 

MARKET HILL, JAN. 4, 1 728-9. 

X HAD your long letter, and thank you heartily 
for your concern about my health. I continue very 
deaf and giddy: but however^ I would certainly 
come to town, not only for my visitation, but be- 
cause in these circumstances, and in winter, I would 
rather be at home. But it is now Saturday night, 
and that beast Sheridan is not yet comf , although 
it has been thawing since Monday. If I do not 
come, you know what to do. 
My bumble service to our friends, as usual. 

JON. SWIFT, 



5$ ifffsTOLAftY c&BMMHnmmes. 



TO THE SAME. 

MARKET Hlhhy JAN. I3, 1 728-9. 

J. JUST received your letter, and should never 
have done, if I returned you thanks so often as 
I ought for yo^jr care and kindness; both my dis- 
orders still continue ; however, I desire that Mrs. 
Brent mfiy make things ready, for my raggedness 
will soon force me away. I have been now ill about 
a month, but the family are so kind as to speak 
loud enough for me to hear them ; and my deaftiess 
is not so extreme as you have known when I have 
fretted at your mannerly voice, and was only relieved 
by Mrs. Worrall *. 

I send you enclosed the f!ruit of my illniess^ to 
make an Intelligencer-^; i desire you will enclose 
it in a letter to Mrs. Harding, and let you? letter 
be in an unknown hand, and desire her to shew it 
to the author of the Intelligencer^ and to print it if 
he thinks fit. There is a letter, you will find, that 
is to be prefixed before the verses, which letter is 
grounded on a report, and if that report be him, 
the fornier part of the letter will be unaeasonable, 
but the latter will not : and therefore the Intelli- 
gencer must be desired to alter it accordingly. 

* Mrs. Worrall had a strong clear voice* a quality for which, ' 
|U3 appears by this letter. Swift much esteemed her 5 she had 
also both taste and skill in housekeeping, and took care to have 
bis table served in the maimer that he best liked. N. 

t A weekly paper by Drs. Swift, Sheridan, HelshajD^ &c-r 
which were afterward reprinted in one volume 8vo, N, 

le 
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It should be sent soon^ to come time enough for 
tbe next Intelligencer. 

Pray, in your letter to Mrs, Harding, desire her 
to make her people be more correct, and that the 
latelligencer himself may look over it, for that 
every body who reads those papers, are very much 
odfended with the continual nonsense made by her 
printers. 

I am yours, 

JON. SWIFT. 



TO THE SAME. 

MARKET HILL, JAN. 1 8, 1728-gi* 

X HAVE yours of the 14th instant, but you had 
pot then received my last, in which was inclosed a 
paper for the Intelligencer, which I hope you have 
disposed of as desired. My disorder still continues 
the same for this fortnight past, and I am neither 
better nor worse. However, I resolve to return on 
the first mending of the weather ; these three last 
days there being as violent a storm as I have known» 
which still continues. We have been told my lord 
Mountcashel "^ is dead at Drogheda, but believe it 

' * Edward Davis, lord viscount Mountcashd, dying a bachddr 
in July 1736, the title became extinct. Margaret, his sister 
and heir, was married to James Bany , viscount Buttevant, eldest 
son of the earl of Banymore, who succeeded to his Other's title 
in December 1751. The title of viscount MoiAitcashel was re- 
VweA in 1766 in the person of Stephen Moorej esq. whose soli 
Stephen is now earl Mountcashel. N. 

1^ 
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te^ be a lie. However, he is so tender, and iffeats 

00 ipuch vigour and fatigue, that we have been ht 
pain about him. 

I had a letter two days ago, which cost me six. 
dbinings and fourpence; it consisted of the probate 
of a will in Leicestershire, and of two inclosed letters^ 
mnd was beyond the weight of letters franked. When 

1 went a lad to my mother, after the revolution, she 
brought me acquainted with a family where there 
was a daughter with whom I was acquainted. My 
pmdent mother was afraid I should be in love with 
her ; but when I went to London, she married ai) 
inft-keeper in Loughborough, in that county, by 
whom she had several children. The old mother 
died, and left all that she had to he? daughter afore- 
said, separate from her husband. This woman (my 
mistress with a pox) left several children, who are 
1^1 dead but one daughter, Anne by name. This 
Anne, for it must be she, about seven years ago writ 
to me from Londoi:^, to tell nie she was daughter of 
Betty Jones, for that was my n^istress's name, till 
die was married to one Perkins, innr^keeper^ at the 
George in Loughborough, as I said before. The 
subject of the girl's letter was, that a young lady of 
^ood fortune w^s courted by an Irishman, who 
pretejidpd tp be barrack-master general of Ireland^ 
^d denied me as an old acquaintance of her mo-^ 
ther Betty Jones, alias Perkins, to inquire about 
ibis Irishman. I* answered, that I knew him not, 
but supposed he was a cheat ; I heard no more. 
But now comes a letter to me from this Betty Jones, 
qUas Perkins, to let me know that her daughter 
Anne Qilfs married an Irishman, pne Giles, and 
was now come over to Ireland to pick up some debts 

due 
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due .to her husband, which ' she xx)uld not get; that 
the young widow (for her husband Giles is dead) has 
a mind to settle in Ireland, and to desire I would 
lend her daughter Giles three guineas, which her 
mother will pay me when I draw upon her in Eng- 
land, and Mrs. Giles writes me a letter to that 
purpose. She intends to take a shop, and will 
borrow the money from Mrs. Brent (whose name 
she has learned), and pay me as others do, I wa4 
at first determined to desire you would, from me, 
make her a present of five pounds, on account of 
her mother and grandmother, whom my mother 
usied to call cousin. She has sent me an attested 
xopy of her mother's will, which, as I told you, cost 
me six shillings and four pence. But I am in much 
doubt: for by her mother's letters, she is her heiress, 
and the grandmother left Betty Jones, alias Per^ 
kins, the mother of this woman in Dublin, all she 
had^ as a separate maintenance from her husbi^nd 
^ho proved a rogue) to the value of five hundred 
ponndsr Now, J cannot conceive why she would 
let her only daughter and heiress come to Ireland^ 
without giving her moi^ey to bear her charges here^ 
and put her in some way. The woman's name is 
Anne Giles, she lodges at one Mrs.'Wilmofs, the 
first house in Molesworth-court, on the right hand^ 
in Fishamble-street. I have told you this long story, 
to desire you will send for the woman, this Anne 
Gile3, and examine her strictly, to find if she be 
the real daughter of Elizabeth Jones, a/Mi,y Perking 
or nqt ; ?\nd how her. mother, wjio is so w§|l able, 
came to send her in so miserable a condition to 
Ireland. The errand is so romantic, that I know not 
)¥hat to say to it. I would be ready to sacrifice five 
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pounds, on old acquaintaace, to help the woman ; I 
Mspe^t her mofther's letters to be counterfeit, for I 
mmember she spells like a kitchennnaid. And so 
1 end this worthy business. 

My bookseller, Mr. Motte, by my recommenda-< 
tion, dealt with Mr. Hyde ♦ ; there are some ac- 
<Mmnts between them, and Hyde is in his debt. 
He has desired me to speak to Mr. Hyde's executors 
to state the account, that, Mr. Motte may be in the 
way to recover the balance. I wish you would step 
^ Mr, Hyde's house, and inquire how that matter 
^nds, and how Mr. Motte is to be paid. I suppose 
Mr* Hyde died in good circumstances, and that 
there will be no danger of his creditors sufiering by 
his death. 

I enclose a letter to Mr. Motte, which you will 
be so kind to send to the post-office. 

I desir^ likewise, that you will make Mrs. Brent 
buy a bottle of usquebaugh, and leave it with the 
Woman who keeps sir Arthur Acheson's house in 
Cap^street, and desire her to deUver it to captain 
Creichton ^f*, who lodges at . the Pied Horse, in 
Ciapel'-street, and is to bring down other things to 
my lady Acheson. 

,My most humble service to Mrs. Worrall, Mrs. 
^ingley^ and love to Mrs. BrenL * 

I wish you all a happy new year. 

JON. SWIFT. 

* Mr. John Hydcj wbl eminent bookseller of ]Xiblia> cf taif 
Ifood character. F. 

t Wbdse Memoirs are iffinted in tiie ninth vohone. N. 
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TO MR. POPE. 

DUBLIN, FEB. I3, 1728-^. 

LIVED very easily in the country : sir Arthur is 
a man of sense, and a scholar, has a good vpice, and 
my lady a better ; she is perfectly well bred, and 
desirous to improve her understanding, which is 
^ very good, but cultivated too much like a fine lady *• 
;She was my pupil there, and severely chid when she 
re^d wrong ; with that, and walking, and makix\g 
twenty little amusing improvements, and writing 
ftmily verses of mirth by way of libels on my lady^ 
ttiy time passed very well and in very great order; 
inflnitdy better than here, where I see no cpeature 
but my serv^ants and my old presbyterian house- 
keeper, denying myself to every body, till I shall 

• leaver my qars. . » 

* The" account of another lord lieutenant . was only 

' hi a common newspaper, when I w,as in the country ; 

■ and if it should have happened to be true, I wpuld 

have desired to have had access tp him. as the situia- 

tion I am in requires. But thii^ renews the grief rfor 

l|he death of our friend Mr. (^ong^eve ^ | whom I 

♦ How -Wiy diflferent at that time must have beea the cha* 
iBcter of a hiif, to what it% atvpresent ! Bowles. 

t He was certainly one of the most polite^ pleasing^ and well- 

* tyred men rf all his cbnteinporaries. 'And it might haye been 
said <^ Mm, 'as of Cowley, ** Yeu would not, fiiom his eomrena* 
tkm, have known him to have been a wit and a poet, it was^ 
uoaasttiBnig a;ad couirieous.'* Swift had always a great tcgMA 
and affection for him j and introduced him, though a strenwaw 
whig, to the fovour of lord Oxford. It is remortsaWe, that- en 
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loved from my youth, and who surely, beside niii 

other talents, was a very agreeable companion. He 

had the misfortune to squandei* away a very good 

constitution in his younger days ; and I think a man 

of sense and merit like him, is bound in conscience 

to preserve his health for the sake of his friend^, ks 

well as of himself. Upon his own account I could 

not much desire the continuance of his life, under 

so much pain, and so many infirmities.^ X^^^r* 

have not yet hardened me : and I have an addition 

of weight on my spirits since we lost him ; though 

I saw him so seldom, and possibly if he had Jiived 

on, should^ never have seen him more. I do not 

only wish as you ask me, that I was unacquai^ted 

with any deserving person, but almost, that I never 

had a friend. Here is an ingenious good-l^umouied 

physician, a fine gentleman, an excellent schol^, 

^ jeasy in his fortunes, kind to every body, has abua- 

' tdatlce of friends, entertains them often and liberally ; 

they pass the evening with him at cards, with plenty 

^ot good meat and wine, eight or a dozen togetner ; 

• he loves them all, and they him ; he has twenty of 

' ^ese at command ; if one of tliem dies, i^ is 90 

more than poor Tom ; he gets another, . or takes up 

ifrith the rest, and '^ is no more mfoved than atlj^e 

'l6ss of his cat; he offends' iiohody, is easy with 

every body — b^not this the truly happy mau? I 

was describing him to my lady A > who knows 

the first pubHcadan, Congreve thought '' the Tide 6i a Tub** 
. grots and insipid. — Swift in a copy of verses to Dr. Ddai^, 
' drew a picture of Congreve's fortune and situation^ which is 

un&ir and overehaiged. For the hiMiour of govemment. Con* 
: gieve had several good places conlEerred on him^ and eqjoyed an 

tfluent income. Dr. Waaton. 

him 
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iiim tooy but she hates him mortdly by my KJhA- 
racter^ and will not drink his h^th : I would giro 
half my fortune for die same temper^ and yet I 
^nnot say I love it^ for I do not love my lord ' ■ » ■ 
who is much of the doctor's nature. I hear Mr« 
Gay's second opera which you mentioned is forbid; 
mid then he will be once more fit to be advised^ and 
Ja^ect your advice. Adieu* 

JON. SWIFT^ 



I 



TO MR. POPE. 

sift, MARCH 6, 172S-S^ 

F I am not a good correspon#iit^ I have fas4 

faealdi ; and that is as good. I passed eight mon^ 

in the cotltitry, with sir Arthur and nfiy la^ Atheson, 

islnd'Yiad at least half a dozen returris of my giddiness' 

.suj4 deafness, tvhlch lastecl me about three we^ 

,apier^; and> among other inconveniencies, fai«- 

•^idfered me from visiting my chapter^ and punishing 

'ifen<5fti ii ties ; but did riot save me the charges of 'a 

visitation dinner. TOiis ' disorder neither hinders 

my sleeping, nor much my walking: yet is the 

most mortifying malady I ican suffer. I have been 

just fk month in town, and have just got rid of it in 

a fortnight : and, when it is oh me, I have neither 

spirits to write, or read, or think, or eat But;^ I 

drink as much as I like; which is a resource you 

caimot 'fly to when ypu are iU. And I like it as 
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bttJe as you :^ but I can bear a pint better than yod 
can a spoonful. You were very kind in your cafe 
for Mr. Whaley * ; but I hope you remembered, 
that Daniel -^ is a damnable poet, and consequently 
a public enemy to mankind. But I despise the 
lords decree, which is a jest upon common sens^ : 
Sot what did it signify to the merits of the cause, 
whether George the pld^ or the young, were on the 
throne ? 

* Mp. Nathaniel Whaley ; who had a writ of error depending 
in the house of lords, on a judgment which had been given in 
the court of king's bench in £ngland, reversing a judgment of 
the court of king's bench in Ireland, in a cause wherein the 
archbishop of Armagh and Mr. Whaley were plaintifis, and the 
king defendant. A doubt arising whether the writ was not 
abated^ having been taken out in the lifetime of king George I. 
but not returnable till after that king*s death ; tlieir lordshipt 
determined that it was abated, and therefore reversed ^e judg* 
ment, Feb. 26, 1728-9.- The following year, however, anotijier 
ynit of arror wa&Ki tike manner brought, wherein his msgesty 
king George II. was made defendant ; which was heard ApcU^JO, 
1730, and determined likewise in fevoar of the ArohfaislKqp aUd 
Mr. Whaley : very highfy ^to Dea^i SwiftVsati^Bctction; .who liitd. 
iqpplied to his friends on this occasion, as .appears fay the ^1 of 
Cbdfbrd's letter, March 4, 1729-30, printed in this volume l''y/iio 
tails the Dean, '' I obeyed your commands, and did Mw'Whafey 
all the little service I was capable of: it waes^ little eno^i^^tllBt 
was in my power, God knows. He comes again beftm^^soon 
aflber Easter: he seems to be in great hopes, I wish they ipajjie 
well founded.** On the fifteenth of July following, his lordship 
writes, '' I suppose master Whaley is by this time got safe tb &is 
Hving, and enjoying the fruit of hk victory, peace and qulft- 
liess. I believe he has enough of law, of lawyers, an^ of Iq^, 
both spiritual and temporal.** N. 

t Richard Daniel, dean of Armagh ; who, Feb. 9, 17^9-^# 
petitioned the House of Lords for a. speedy hearing o^ thelircn- 
bisliop's cause ^ alkdging, '^ he had been detained in Engkbd 
aeventeen months, to attend its issue.** N. 

No: 
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• No : I intended to pass' last winter in England, 
but my health said no : and I did design to live ^, 
gentleman, and, as Sancho's wife said, to go in riljr 
coach to court. I know not whether you are in 
earnest to come hither in spring ; if Hot, pray God 
you may never be in jest ! Dr. Delany shall attend 
you at Chester, and your apartment is ready ; and 
1 have a most excellent chaise, and about sixteen 
dozen of the best cider in the world ; and you shall 
command the town and kingdom, and digito rtvon- 
strariy &c. And, when I cannot hear, you shall 
have choice of the best people we can afford, to 
hear you, and nurses enough ; and your apartment 
i« on the sunny side. ^ « 

The next paragraph strikes me dumb. You say, 
^ I am to blame, if I refuse the opportunity of going 
with my lady Bolingbroke to Aix la Chapelle.'' I 
must tell you, that a foreign language is mortal to 
a deaf man, t must have good -ears to catch up the 
words of so nimble a tongued race as the French, 
having been a dozen years without conversing among 
them. Mr. Gay is a scandal to all lusty young 
fellows with healthy countenances ; and, I think, 
he is not intemperate in a physical sense. I am 
told he has an asthma, which is a disease I com- 
miserate more than deafness, because it will not 
leave a man quiet either sleeping or waking. I 
hope he does not intend to print his opera * befoi^e 
Jt is acted ; for I defy all your subscriptions to 
amount to eight hundred pounds. And yet, I 
believe, he lost as much more, for want of human 
prudence. * - 

* The secoxkl gart of the Beggar*s Opera. N. 

i Vol. XII, F lloVi 
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I told you some time ago that I was dwindled'^ 
a writer of libels oh the lady of the family where I 
\\yfdf and upon myself; but they never went far- 
mer : and my lady Acheson made me give her up 
^1 the foul copies, and never gave the fair ones out 
aS her hands, ox suffered them to be copied. They 
were sometimes shown to intimate friends, to occa- 
sion mirth, and that was all. So that I am vexed 
at your thinking I had any hand in what could come 
to your eyes. 1 have some ' confused notion of see- 
ing a paper called Sir Ralph the Patriot, but am 
sure it was bad or indifferent : and as to tlie Lady 
at Quadrille, I never heard of it. Perhaps it may 
be the same with a paper of verses, called " The 
Journal of a Dublin Lady," which I writ at sir Ar- 
' thur Acheson's ; and leaving out what concerned 
the £imily, I sent it to be printed in a paper whicli 
doctor Sheridan had engaged in, called, " The In-, 
telligencer," of which he made but sorry work, and 
then dropped it *. But the verses were printed by 
themselves, and most horridly mangled in the press, 
and w^re veiy mediocre in themselves : but did well 
enough in the manner I mentioned, of a family jest» 
I -do fiincerely assui-e you, that my frequent old disi» 
order, and tihe scene where I am, and the humour 
1 am in, and some other reasons which time has 
shown, and will show more if I live, have lowered 
my small talents with a vengeance, and cooled my 
disposition to put them in use. I want only to be. 
rich, for I am hard to be pleased ; and, for want of 
riches, people grow every day less solicitous tq 
please me. Therefore I keep humble company^^ 

# gee vd. VI. N, 

who 
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who am happy to come where they can get a bottle 
of wrine Mritbout paying for it. I give my vicar > 
supper, and his wife a shilling, to, play with me an 
hoiir at backgammon once a fortnight. To all 
peojdejof quality, and especially of titles, I am riot 
within ; or, at least, am deaf a week or tWo after 1 
Am well. But, on Sunday evenings, it costs n^e 
six bottles of wine to people whom I cannot keep 
out. Pray, come over in April, if it be only to 
convince you that I tell no lies ; and the journey 
will be certainly for your health. Mrs. Brent, my 
housekeeper, famous in print for digging out the 
great bottle*, says, ^^ she will be your nurse ;" and 
the best physicians we have shall attend jtou without 
fees ; although, I believe, you will have no occasioa 
but to converse with one or two of them, to make 
them proud. Your letter came but last post, and 
you see pay punctuality. I am unlucky at every 
thing I send to England. Two bottles of usquebaugh 
were broken. Well, my humble service to my lord 
Bolingbroke, lord Bathurst, lord Masham, "and his 
lady my dear friend, and Mr. Pulteney, and the 
doctor, and Mr. Lewis, and our sickly friend Gay, 
and my lady Bolingbroke ; and very much to Patty ^, 
who I hope will learn to love the worid less, be- 
fore the world leaves off to love her. I am much 
concerned to hear of my lord Peterborow being ilU 
I am exceedingly hi^ servant ; and pray God recover 
his health ! As for vour courtier Mrs. Howard, and 
her mistress, I have nothing to say, but that they 
Jbave neither njemory nor manners ; else I should 

* See in vol. XVI. a poem on Stella's birth day, 1722-3. N* 
t itrs. M^a Blount. N. 

. . ir F 8 Uwe 
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' have some mark of the former from the latter, which 
. I was promised about two years ago : but,^ since J 
. made them a pi?esent ^, it would he mean to remind 

them. I am told poor Mi». Pope is ill. Pray God 

preserve her to you, or raise you up as useful a 

friend. 

' This letter is in answer to Mr. Ford, whosp 

h^nd I mistook for yours^ having not h?ard from 
'him this twelvemonth. Therefore you are not to 

3tare ; and it must not be lost, for it talks to you 

only. 
• Again, forgive my blunders ; for, reading thjp 

letter by candlelight, and n6t dreaming of a lettcsr 
, from Mr. Ford, I thought it iRust be ypurs, bo- 
: cause it talks, of our friend?* 

The letter talks of Gay, and Mr. Whaley, and 
(lord Bolingbroke, which made me conclude it 
•must be yours; SQ all the ansv^ering part must 

go for nothing, 

JON. S\V'IFT. 



FROM FRANCIS GEOGEGHAN, ESQ. 

SIR, ff ARCH 10, 1728-9. 

J. OUR time is prexiious, your curiosity not^ very 

. small, my ei^teem of you very great ; therefore come 

not within the walls of thf four courts in hopes of 

hearing a matrimonial decree in this reign ; for on 

• ■ • » 

* Of some Irish plaids ; see BJre. ][i9W|rd'8 Letlrr^ Noif, 8, 
J72i?, vol XI. p. 364. N, 
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Monday, (viz .) that is to say, the 1 dth of this in- 
utant March, 1 728, his excellency Thomas Wjmd- 
ham^ esq. lord high chancellor of Ireland, pronounced,^ 
afta: your back was turned, and not with the assist-: 
ance of the two chiefs, his decree in the case of 
Stewart v. Stewart, on A, Powell, to this effect : — 
He said there w^s a full consent till such time as 
tiie draught of the settlement was sent down to 
Mrs. Stewart, to be considered by her and her 
friends ; and after she hscd considered it, she' shall 
not be at liberty to make any objections ; for all 
restrictions of marric^ are odious in the civil- law, 
and not favoured by the common law, especialfy 
after the age of one-ancl-twenty ; therefore many 
they may, and let Mr. Nutley * be a lawyer for^ 
Mrs. Rebecca SteWart, the plaintifl^ to take care of 
the settlement for her advantage, and let Powel. 
choose another lawyer for himself ; though, by the 
by,' Mr, Nutley would serve for both ; and it ii^ 
not necessary to inquire what Powel makes by hi& 
practice, although he assured the mother it amounted 
to one thousand four hundred pounds per annum. , 

*^ Ovid, *tis true, successfully imparts 
The rules to steal deluded virgins hearts ; 
But O ! ye fair ones, pious Nutley's skill 
Instructs you to elude, by magic bill. 
The laws of God, and gratify your will.'* 

You will, I hope, excuse this liberty in one, who, 
to resent the indignity" offered to you by Ram*9 
coachman -f*, made him drunk soon after at Goiy ; 
which so incensed the aforesaid Ram, that be ^is* 

* See a letter dated Nor. ^1, I713, vol, X, f. 351. 
J* JSee tbe InteUJgeBcer, No. U. P. S. 
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ehai^ed him his service, and he is liow so ferfuce^> 
^t he has no other way <tf getting his bread but hy 
crying in this' city, " Ha' you any dirt to carry ou* ?* 
I am, sir, your sincere friend and humble servaiit, 

FRANCIS GEOGKGHAN. 



FROM WILLIAM FLOWER, ESQ. * 

SIR, ASHBROOK, MARCH l8, IJ^S-^^ 

JtLS I have been honoured with some of your 
fetters, and as you are my old acquaintance, though 
to my sorrow not intimately so, I trust you will 
pardon this presumption. Perhaps you may be at 
i* loss to guess what title I have to an old acquaint- 
toce with you ; but as several little accidents make 
indelible impressions upon the minds of schoolboys, 
near thirty years ago, when I was one, I remember 
1 was committed to your care from Sheene to Lon- 
don : we took Water • at Mortlake, the commander 
of the little skiff wals veiy drunk and insolent, put 
us ashore at Hammersmith, yet insisted, with very 
abusive language, oh his fare, which you courage- 
etisly refused; the mob gathered; I expected to 
sfee your gown stripped off, and for want of a 
blanket to take a flight with you in it, but 

y\im pietafe gravem ac mentis si forte virvm quetn 
Omspexerey silent^ arrectisque auribus astant t 
lile 7*egit dictis animos, et pectora mulcit* 

ViRG. yl n. i. 15r4- 

* Created lord Cast|cdumw,t)ct^.- 1733. X. 
4 ... If 
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if then some grave and pioud man appear, 
Thcfjr hush their noise, and lend a listening ear ; ' 
He soothes with sober words their ^ngty tn06d. 
And quenelles their innate desiife of bldod. 

. DRYt)EN. 

By your powerful eloquence you saved your bacon 
ftnd money, and we happily proceeded on ou^ 
laurney. 

•' But it is not an inclination purely t6 ieH 
you this old story, which persuades me to write!. 
A friend from Dublin lately obliged me with a vety 
^tertaining paper, entitled, "The Intelligencer;*^ 
it is number 20, a posthumous work of Nestttf 
Ironside; a correspondent metitidning th6s6 papdtd 
in -a letter, raising my curiosity, with the specimen 
1 had of them, to read the se^t tbr itiy part, I 
iiave buried myself in the countiy, and know Httli^ 
of the world, but what I learn from liewspapers ; 
you, who live so much in it, and frofti other more 
convincing proofs, I am satisfied are acquainted widl 
the Intelligencer. I wish his zeal could promote 
the welfare of his poor country, but 1 fear his la- 
bour i§ in vain. 

^ The miseries of the North, as represented, dfr* 
jnand the ^utmost compassion^ and must softM the 
malice of the most bitter enemy* I hope they^ 
whose interest it is, if they rightly consid^r^ it^ 
to relieve those miserable wretches^ will redress so 
public a calamity; to which, if, aa I haveheard^ 
spme of the clergy, by exacting of titheft, have 
contributed, they deserve as great cefisiire, as a 
certain dean, who lends several sumii without in-^ 
terest to his poor parishioners., has gained credit 
and honour by his charitable beneficence. Bad 
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men. to be sure, have crept in, and are of thtft 

learned order; the^ blackest of crimes, 

forgery, treason, and blasphemy, recently pi-ovf 
this : such should be spewed out of it with utmost 
contempt, and punished according to their demerit 
With severe justice. If this allegation be true, I 
hope Xo see tliem censured by the Intelligencer, 
and recommend to him the words of Jeremiah to 
|{Xtpatiate upon, chap. x. ver, 21, chs^. xii. ver. 10, 
la,. I imagine the poor widow, hi^ printer*, is in: 
ganger of punishment; she suffered very cruelly 
for the Drapier's works ; I hope several contributed 
to ease her misfortunes on that occasion ; I conff:ss I 
Itm sorry I did not, but if you will give her a piece 
qf gold,. Aot in my name I b^, being unwilling to 
^unt of charity, but as from a friend of yours, I 
j^^ by the first safe hand send one; in return I 
expect tjie Drapier's works entire. 
] 1 am sorrv tfiat for the benefit of the ladies, the 
i|uathor has not giyen us the English of 

" \ Motif s aoceri gaudet lonicos 

' ' * Matura virgo. 

N<rt having Creeches Horace, a gentleman prevailed 
^ me to attempt translating it in a couple of dis-^ 
tich& ; the science, which the compound English 
and Greek word signifies, little concerns a widower; 
but I should be glad to see it improved by good 
proficients iii the lonick jig. I own, in m/ littler 
iieading, I never met with this word, which puts 
me -in mind of a passage on the Thames. My 
younger uncle, the grave Mr.^ Flower, his wife 






Mf«. Harding. Ni 

;and 
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ifid mine, and parson Dingle, one day made tibe 
tour of the city: we saw. Bedlam, the lions, and 
what not ; and finished with a yiew^yf that ndble 
engine under Liondon Bridge : then we took waler 
for Whitehall ; rowed very silently to opposite thu 
glasshouse, wliere a dyer, his boat at anchor, was 
^ogling ; poor Jack unfortunately asked, addiessmg 
himself to our. waterman, ^^ What that man was 
fishing for ?'' The wag answered very brisk, ^ For 
-, master, will you buy any 9** You are a 



^ too much humour not to be pleased with tihe 
Kply. I never can think of it without a kugh ; 
and am sure need not describe the scene to you. 
He^ is since called in our family by the name of 
iack Fisher. 



FROM MR. GAY*. 

fKOM THE DUKE OF aU£ENSBERRir*S, IH 
BURLINGTON GARDENS, MARCH l8, l^^S-^ 

DEAR SIR, 

Jl.HAVE writ to you several times; and having, 
beard nothing from you, makes me fear my lettetit 
Ve miscarried. Mr, Pope*s letter has taken off my 
concern in some degree ; but I hope good weather 
will entirely renestablish you in your health. I am 
but just recovered from the severest fit of sickness 
that ever any body had who escaped death. I was 

' * Endorsed, " Sec the duchesses answer to the royal mes- 

tevetal 
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several times given up by the phpicians, and every 
body that attended ihe; and upon my recovery, waaf 
judged to belhot so ill a condition, that I should he 
miserable for the remainder of my life ; but contrary 
to all expectation, I am perfectly recovered, and 
have no: remainder of the distempers that atacked 
ine, wrhich were, at the same time, fever, asthma^ 
and pleurisy* I am now in the duke of Queens- 
berry's house, and have been so ever since I left 
Hampstead; where I v^s carried at a time that it 
wsls thou^t I could not live a day. Since my 
coming totowriyl have been very little abtoad, the 
weather has beeii so severe. 

I must acquaint you (because I know it will 
please you), that during my sickness I had many 
of the kindest proofs of friendship, particularly 
frptei, the duke and duchess of Queensberry ; who^ 
if I had been tneir nearest relation and nearest 
friend, could not have treated me with more con- 
" stant attendance* theh : and they continue the sain<^ 
to m^ now. 

v^Ydu nuist undoubtedly have heard, that the 
juchess took up my defence with the k:ing and 
queen, in the cause of my play, and that she has 
i^een forbid the court for interesting herself to in^ 
<}t^nt my fortune, by the publication of it without 
teii^g acted. The duke too has given up his em-* 
ploymeiit (which he would have done. If the 
Aichess had not met with this treatment) upon 
d6K)Unt of ill usage froih the ministers; but this 
hastened him in what he had determined. The 
flay is now almost printed, with the music, words,, 
and bases, engraved on. thirty-one copper plates^ 
which, by my friends assistance, has a probability 
I:.... to 
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to tufn ja^reatly to my advantage*. The duchess cf 
Marlborough has given me a hundjOMl pc^unds ibr 
one copy ; and others have contribima very huttd-^ 
fomety ; but, as my account is not yet aetd^, I 
^almot tdl you particulars^ 

: For writing in the cause of rirtuel, juid against 
die fiushionable vices, I am looked upoii at present - 
as the most obnoxious person almoet iti England. 
jMr. Pultene^ tells nie, I have got the start of hiftu 
^r.'Pope tells me, that I am dead> aiid that tliis 
4>bnoxiousness is the reward for my inofi^siveness 
in my formeaf* life* I wish I had a bocdc ready to 
send you: but, I believe 1 shall not be dble to 
tompfete the work till the latter end of tlie aoext 
Week. Your money is still in lord Batiiu2i9l!4 
hands : but, I believe, I shall receive it soon-:^ i 
wish to receive your orders how to dispose of- it. I 
am impatient to finish my , work, fot I want the 
eoantry air ; ndt that I am ill, but to recfftet 
hy strength : and I cannot leave my wofk till i( 
is finished. While I am writing'thisy I a^oi in ^ti^ 
ixxrni next to our dining^ro^m, with sb»els i^1| 
around it, aiid twa people fix>m the binder ibldiuig 
sheets. I print the book at my owh expense, jii 
quarto, which is to be sold for six shillings, wifb 
the mttsie. ¥bu see I do not vi^ant indusftf^ ; aivd 
I hope you will allow, that I hate not the worst 
economy^ Mrs^ Howard has declared HiSreelf 
strongly, both to the king and queen, a« my 
advocate. The duchess of Queensberry is allowed 
to have shown more spirit, more honour, and more 
goodness, than was thought possible in our times ; 
I should have added too, more understanding and 
jood sense. You see my fortune (as I hope my 
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virtue will) s increases by oppression. I go to mt 
courts ; I dru^ no wine : and am cahunniated eveii 
by ministers ^ state ; and yet am in good spirits^ 
Most of the courtiers^ though otherwise my friendSjj 
refused to contribute to my undertaking. But 
tfie city and .the people of Ei^and take my part 
very warmly ; and, I am told, the best of thtf 
citiasens will give '. me proofs of it by their contri^ 
butions. 

I €x>uld talk to you a great deal more, but I abi 
alraid I should write too much for you, and for 
myself^ I ihave not writ so much together since 
my sickness. I cannot omit telling you^ that 
Dr^^Arbuthnofs attendance and care of me showed 
{linv the best of friends. Dr. Hollins, though 
entirely a. strairger to me, was joined with him^' 
and used me in the kindest and most handsome 
manner^ Mr. and Mrs. Pulteney were greatly 
concerned: for me, visited me, and showed me tl)H& 
strongest proofs of friendship. When I see you I 
wUl ,t^ll j^rou of others, as of Mr. Pope, Mrs. Blount^ 
Iklr. and Mrs. RoUiquon, lord and lady Bolingbroke, 
4^f • I think they are all your friends and well-« 
irishers. I hope you will love them the bettef 
upon my account ; but do not forget Mr. Lewis;^ 
npr lord Bathurst^ sir William Wiyndl^am, aiid 
lord Gower^ and lord Oxford among the number^ 

My s^rvic^ to Dr.. Delany and Mr. Stopfort* ? 






»■- 
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TO MR. GAY*, ^- 

DUBLIN, MARCH IQ, IJ^S-fl* 

X DENY it. I do write to you according to the^ 
bid stipulation, for, when you kept your old 'conv? 
pany, when I writ to one, I writ to all. But I am 
ready to enter into a new bargain since you are gpt 
into a new world, and will ansvv^er all your letters. 
You are first to present my most humble respects to 
ihe duchess of Queensberry, and let her know that 
I nevjBF dine without thinking of her, although it 
he with some difficulty that I can obey her when I 
diiie with forks that have "but two prongs, and whea 
the sauce is notvery consistent. You must likewise 
tell her grace that she is a general toast among all 
honest folks her^ ^d particularly at the deanery, 
pven in the face of miy whig subjects. — I will leave 
my money in lord Bathursf s hands, and the manage- 
ment of it' (for want of better) in yours : and pray 
keep the interest money in * bag wrapped up by 
it^i^l^ for fear of your own fiugers un4er your carcf- 
lessness. Mr. Pope talks of you as a perfect strta-i 
ger; but the different pursuits and manners an^ 
interests -of life, as fortune has pleased to dispose 
them, will never suffer those to live together, yfho 
by their inclinations ought never to part. I hopi^ 
when you are rich enough, you will have some little 
economy of your own in town and country, and be 
*ble to ^ve your friend a pint of port ; for the do-^ 

• 

- * Found among Mr. Gay*s papers^ and returned to Dr. Swift 
Jgr tbe dukeof Queensberry and Mr. fope. P* 
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mestic season of life will come oiu I had never 
Isiuch hopes of your vamped play, although Mr^ 
Pope seemed to have, and although it were ever sa 
good ; but you should have done like the parsons, 
and clianged your text, I mean your title, and the 
na^xies of tlie persons. After all, it was an effe^ 
of idleness, for you are in the prime of life, whei^ 
mventioh and judgment go together- I wish you 
]^d loot, a; year more for horses — ^I ride and walk 
whenever good weather invites me, and am repute<| 
th^ best walker in this town and five miles rounds 
I writ lately to Mr. Pope. I wish you had a little 
village in hi$ neighbourhod ; but you are yet toqt 
volatile, and any lady with a coach and six horsQi 
would carry you to Japan. 

JON- SWIFT. 



FROM J)R. ARBUTHNOT, 

LONDON, AfARCH 19, 1728-S^, 

1 HIS is the seQond or thiid time, de^ir sir, thM^. 
I have viTit to you without hej^riiig a won! of you^ 
or from you ; only, in general, that you fire very 
inucb out of order; sometimes of your two old 
complaints, the vertigo and deafiiess, which I mn 
vQry sorry for. The gentlerpan who carries thit 
has com^ better off than I did imagiqe: I used my 
little interest as far as it would go, in his affair* 
He will be ^e to give you some account of ydur 
friends, many of ^wfaom have been in great distresi 
' -* thi* 



this winten , John Gay, I^. may say with T vanity^ 
owes his Ufe^ under God^ to the unwearied endea*^ 
vours and care of your humble servant; for a {^j^ 
«ician who had not been passionately his friend 
crould not have saved him. I had, beside my pem 
sonal concern for him^ odier motives of my care* 
He is now become a public person, a Uttle Sache-^ 
verell ; and I took the same pleasure in saving him 
SIS Radclifie did in preserving my lord chief justiee 
Holf s wife, whom he attended out of spite to thd 
liusband, virho wished her dead. 

The inoffensive John (iay is now become one of 
the obstructions to the peace of IJurope, tlie tenxM^ 
of ministers, the chief author of the Craftsmati, and • 
^11 the seditious pamphlets which have been pub- 
lished against the government. He has got severaT 
turned out of their places ; the gi-eatest ornament 
of the com't banished from it for his sake ; another 
^reat lady in danger of being chass^ likewise; about 
«even or eight duchesses pushing forward, like the 
ancient circumcelliones in the churchy who shall 
sufier martjnrdom upon his account first. He is the 
darling of the city. If he should travel about the 
country, he would have hecatombs of roasted oxen 
sacrificed to him : since he became so conspicuous 
Will Pulteney hangs his head, to see himself so 
much outdone in the career of glory. I hope he 
will get a good deal of money by printing his play; 
but, I really believe, he would get toore by showing 
his person: and I can assure you, this is the very 
identical John Gay, whom you formerly knew, and 
lodged vwith in Whitehall two years ago. I have 
iDeen diverting myself with making an extract out 
of a histoiy, which will be printed in the year l948v 
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I Wish I had your assistance to go through with it; 
lor I can assure you, it rises to a very solemn piece 
df burlesque, 

As to the condition of your little chib. it is not 
^pite to desperate as you might imagine ; for Mr*. 
Pope k as high in favour, as I am afraid Uie rest 
aie out of it. The king, upon the perusal of tlie 
bst edition of his Dunciad, declared he was a very. 
hopeest man. I did not know till this moment that 
I had so good an opportunity to send you a letter; 
and now I know it, I am called away, and obligedl 
to esA with my best wishes and respects, being most 
niivc^rely your^, ^T% 
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TO LORD BOLINGBROKE. * ; 

« 

DUBLIN, MARCH 21, 1728^9. ' 

X OU tell me you have not quitted the design 
of collecting, wjriting, &c. This is the answer of 
every sinner who defers his repentance. I wish 
Mn Pope were as great an urger as I, who long 
for ^nothing more than to see truth under your hands, 
Jayii;ig all detraction in the dust. — ^I find myself dis- 
posed every year, or rather every month, to be more 
angry and revengeful ; ai^d my rage is so ignoble, 
that it descends even tP resent the folly and base- 
ness of the enslaved people an^ong whom I live. I 
knew an old Lord in Leicestershire who amused him-r 
self witli mending pitchforks and spades for his tef 
pants gratis. Yet J have higher ideas left, if I wer§ 

nearer 
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Ikenirer to ofcgects on which Lmight employ ttii^; 

9ud . oontemning my private fortune^ w$)tuld glally 

Cross the chaonel and iltand by while my betterar 

were driving the. boars out of the garden^ if there 

be any probable expectation of. snch ah endea*^., 

Tour. When I was of your age I often "tihought of 

deaths bnt now after a dozen years nioi^>'it isi 

oever out of my mihd^ and terrifies me [^ less. I 

oonohide that Providence has ordered our fears ^ 

decyea^ with our spirits; and yet I love la iXt* 

gutelle lyetter than ever : for finding it troublesome 

to . veaAi at nighty; and the company here grovnng 

• tastfel^ss^ . I am always writing bad prose, or worse 

Verses^ either- of mge or raillery, whereof some 

few escape to give olSence, or mirth^ and the rest 

«re burnt. 

They print sbme Irish trash in London, and 

ohai^ it on me, which you will clear me of to my 

fiends,, for all are spurious except one paper * ; for 

Whicb Mr. Pope very lately chid me. I remember 

your lordship used to say, that a few good speakera!" 

Vrould;in tiihe carry any point that was right ; and 

Ibhat the common method of a majority, by calling 

to the question, would never hold long when reason 

\ns on the other side. Whether politicks do not 

change> like gaming, by the invention of new 

tricks, I am ignorant : but I believe in 3rDur time 

you would never, as a minister, have suffered sui 

act to pass through the House of Commons, only 

because you were sure of a majority in the House of 

Lords, t6' throw it out ; because it would be unpo- 

jmlar^ and consequently a loss of reputation. Yet 

* "A libc} on Dr. Pelaay and « ccrUin,ft«at Lord.'* H. 

. yoL^qx. G ^V 



tihiii^ We tmtold^ hais bfeen the oaise in the qualifieatic)^ 
Iritt relating' to pensioners, it should seem to ntie 
that corruption, like avarice^ hais ho hounds^. I 
had op{k>rttmitie9 to laiow the proceedings of your 
mimstry better than tnybther man of my rank; 
find havii^ not much to' do^ I have often compared 
it with these last sixteen years of a prc^>und peace 
all oreti Eut^pe, and we running seven mlliions ia 
4?bt; I iam • forced to play at small game, to net 
iSfte beasts here a madding, merely for WAIrt of better 
game. • ^ Dsnfanda via est qiia me qiioifm4''^possim ^^ 
6^c. — The Devil take those {{oliticd, wheite atdonce 
might govern for a'ijteaen yeats-tegelher. 'I will 
come in person to England, if i am protfloked, and 
send for tha dictator from the plou^;' iMiidddiii'tci 
say, O mild prceteritos — but vruda dec vkidi^iqu^ 
senectus^, Pray my lord how are the gardens ? 
have you taken dovm the mount, and remov^ ^rte 
yew hedges? have you not bad weather for- Ae 
spring: corn? has Mr. Pope gone fitrther-itl his 
ethic poems? and is 4:he head, land sowiv with 
wheat ? and what says Polybius ? and ' how: doetf 
my lord; St. John?, which last question is veiy ma-i 
terial to.me, because! love burgundy, andj^ riding 
:between. Twickenham antf Dawley. — I built<:a: waH 
&ve years ago^ and when the masons played the 
knaves, nothing delighted me so much as to stand 
jby while my servants threw down what was anfifisa ^\ 

* '^ New ways Lnuist attempt^ my grovelling name 
To raise alolt, and wing my flight to fame,** S. 

^ t '' O could I turn tQ.that fair prime again L 

I . .1 ■ ■ yet'iu tfe years are eeen I 

JL manlyjvigour^ ^nd autiunnal gic^n.** S^ 

t Wbat a straogep^retsioQ a huiaaoity and sense S^ Bowtss. 

* ' * ■ I hive 



1 have likewise seen a monkey overthrow ^' thq^ 
' Wishes and plates in a Idtchen^ merely for the plea^ 
Mre of seeing them tumble^ and hearing the datter 
they made in their fall. I wish you would invitQ 
me to such another entertainment; but you think 
as I ought to think, that it is time for me to have 
done with the world ; and so I would^ if I could 
get into a better^ before I was called into the best, 
and not die here in a rage^ like a poisoned rat ia a 
hole. I wonder you are not ashamed to let me 
pine away in this kingdom^^ While yo^ ^ out 
ofpower. 

^ I come from looking over the melange kbove 
ifritten, and declare it to be a true copy of my 
present disposition^ which must needs please 3^0^ 
iince nothing was ever more displeasing to myselfi 
I desire you to present my most humble respects t6 
my fedy. . 

JON. SWIFT. 



FROM A QUAKER IN PHILADELPHIA. 

CHILAD^ MARCH 29^ I729. 
TRIEND JONATHAN SWIFT, 

0. AVING been often agreeably amused by thy 
Tale^ &c. &c. and being now loading a small ship 
for Dublin, I have sent thee a gammon, th^ product 
of tihie wilds of America;, which perhaps may not 
be unacceptable at thy table, since it is onlyxic- 
signed to let thee know that thy wit and piu^ 



^ate ht^ in est^m at this distance from the pUcrf 
of thy resideilce '*^ Thou needest ask no questicnib' 
ifvho this comes from, since I am a perfect stranger, 
to theci 
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FROM LADY JOHNSON f. 

[MAkcngb, 1729.] * 

't^ tfaDE REV, tHE DEAN OF St. ^^^ 

PQN" s* • . . / ^ 

AM a Huckster and Lives, in Strand Street |( 
lias Dealings with Several familys, a saterday Nig^t 
ji.Case of Instrumenta:}; was sent me. in pawn by.^ 
ik^in person in Marys Stree£, . for two RowH i 
print of Butter four Herrings and 'three Nagins q| 
sti^Qg Watters; My foster brother who ply's about 
that End of the town tells Me, he wanst saw it ir 
your hand, fearing Hawkins's § whip I send it tc 
you, and will {ake an Other Course to gett Mj 
Money, so I Remain your Hon"* 

. ^Humble Sarv^ to Command / 
^30 MARTHA SHAltP. 

• ♦ This $8 not the only |>roof of the -Dean's fame Iiaving eari 

extended to the Ameiican continent. May 30> ^7^8, -he tdJ 

Mr. Pope, " I have with great pleasure seen the New £ngbu» 

'tiewspfaiper with the two names Jonathan Gulliver. And I ^ 

.jtnember Mr. Fortesciie sent you an account from the assizes^ c 

. one Lonuel Gulliver^ who had a cause therc^ and lost it on tjh 

' ill reputation of being a liar." N. 

' t Thus endorsed by Dr. Swiftj "The best letter I ert 
read." D.S. 

X It is not .unlikely this was a present of a case of instruotisot 
. ^m lady Johnson to the &ctor. D.S. 
*| Hawkins H*a» keeper of Nev^gaXe, p. S» 
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JO LORP jpQMNGBROKJp:. 

• ■ 

DVBLIN, APRILS^ l?^^*, 

X DO not think it could be possible for ine tp. heair 

better news than that of your getting over youjr 

jicurvy suit, which always hung as a dead weight on 

my he^rt ; I hat;ed it in all its circumstances, as it 

ftfiected your fortune and quiet, and in a situation 

.of life that must make it every way vexatious. And 

as I am infinitely obliged to you for. the jjustice you 

do me in supposing your affairs do ^t \^9s% cpnQ^rti 

me as niuch as my own; so I would never have 

pardoned your omitting it. But before I go on> I 

cannot forbear mentioning wh^t I read last summ^ 

in a newspaper, that you were writing the histoiy 

tff your own times, I suppose such f( report migli^t 

arise from what was not secret ^mong yoiqr |Tien<]|^ 

of your intention to write anotl\er kind of Jiistory.; 

which you often promised Mr. Pope and me to do,; 

I know he desires it very much, and I am sure J 

desire nothing more for the honour and love I be^ 

you, and the perfect knowledge I have of yoi^* 

•public virtue. My lord, I have no other notion of 

MDi^omy th^ that is the parent of liberty aI^l 

ease, and I am not tl^e only frjiend you have whp 

has chid you i(i hi? heart for th^ neglect of it, 

though not with his ^ovit|;i, as I have done. For 

there h a. silly error in the world, even among 

friends otherwise very good, not to intermeddle 

with ' men's affairs in such nice matters. And toy 

lord, I have niade a- maadm,* that should be writ in 
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letters of diamonds^ that a wise man ought to hare 
money in his head^ but not in his heart *• Pny^ 
my lord, hiquire wheth^ youf proto^rpe^ my lora 
Digby^ after the restoration, when he was at Bristol^ 
did not take some care of his fortune, notwith-* 
standing that quotation I once sent you out of his 
speech to the House of Commons ? In my con- 
science, I beUeve Fortune, like other drabs, values 
a man gradually less for every year he lives. I have 
demonstration for iti because if I play at piquet 
tot sixpence with a pian or woman two jrears 
youngfer than myself, I always lose ; and there is a 
^oung girl of twenty who never fails of wiiming 
my money at backgammon, though she is a 
.bungler, and the game be ecclesiastic. As to the 
]pilblic, I confess nothing could cure my itch of 
meddling with it but these frequent returns <rf 
deafoess, which have hindered me from passing 
last winter in London; yet I cannot but consider 
'thfe perifidiousness of some people, who, I thought, 
'when I was last there, upon a change that hap- 
^ned, were the most impudent in forgetting thek 
professions ' that I have ever known. Pray vrill you 
please to take your pen, and blot me out that po«f 

' litioal maxim from whatever book it is in^ that 
lies nolunt diu male administrari ; the commoiv* 

iiefts makes me not know who is &e author, hot 
sure he must b6 some modem. 

I am sorry for lady Bolingbroke*s ill health ; but 
I protest I never knew a very deserving person > of 
tl|^t sbx, who had not too much reaison to complain 

\ ..* ^' Itaa afivid tbot he had mosey as much in hb heari as his 
fAeod. As h^ advanced in yearSjt be grew shaxjoefiilly paisimo* 

"^^^^ of 



ef iH health. I never wake without finding life 4 
more insignilicint dxing than it was the day beforev 
whidh is one gr^ advantage I get by living lA thU 
countiy^ where there is nothing I shall be sorry tq 
lose. . But my ^eatest misery is recollecting the 
toeneof twenty years past, and then all on a suddeQ 
dropping into the present I remember, wh^ I 
was ^a little boy, I felt a great fish at the end of my 
line which I drew up almost on the ground, but it 
dropped' in, and the disappointment vexes me to 
tiiis very day, and I believe it was the type of all 
my future disappointments. I should be ashamed 
to say this to you, if you had not a spirit fitter to 
bear your own misfortunes, than I have t6 think of 
them; Is there patience left to reflect, by what 
qualities wealth and greatness are got, and by what 
qualities they are lost ? I have read my friend Con- 
greve's verses to lord Cobham, which end with a vile 
and false moral, and I remember is not in Horace 
to Tjibullus, which he imitates ; *^ that all times 
are eiqually virtuous and vicious :" wherein he dififers 
from all poets, philosophers, and christians that 
ever writ. It is more probable that there may be 
an equal <][uantity of virtues always in the world; 
but sometimes there may be a peck of it in Asia^ 
and l^ardly. a thimbleful in Europe. But if there 
be no virtue, there is abundance of sincerity ; for I 
ivill venture all I am worth, that there is not one 
^umaa. creature in power, who will not be mo4est 
!Bneugh to f onfess that he proceeds whoUy upon ^ 
principle of corruption: I say this because I have a 
scheme, in spite of your notions, to govem'England 
Upon the principles of< virtue, and when the nation 
is ripe for it^ I desire you wilj send for xn§. I have 
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learned this by living like a hermit^ by which I am 
got backward about nineteen hundred years in the 
era of the worlds and begin to wonder at the wick-* 
edness of men. I dine alone upon half a dish of 
meat^ mix water with my wine, walk ten miles a 
day, and read Baronius *. Hie explicit epistola ai 
donL Bolihgbroke, ^ incipit ad amicum Pope. 

Having finished my letter to Arietippus, I now 
begin to you. I was in great pain about Mrs. Pope^ 
having heard from others that she was in a very 
dangerous way, which made me think it unseat 
sonable to trouble you, I am ashamed to tell you^ 
that when I was very young I had more desire to be 
famous than ever since ; and fame, like all things 
^se in this life, grows with me every day more i^ 
trifle. But you who are so much younger, althoi^h 
you want that health you deserve, yet your spirits 
are as vigorous as if your body were sounder. I 
hate a crowd where I have not an easy place to see 
and be seen. A great library always makes me 
melancholy -f*, where the best author is as much 
sqn^z/edy aii4 9& obscure, as a porter at a coro- 
nation.. In my own little library, I value the 
compilements of Graevius and Gronovius, which 
make thirty-one volumes in folio (and were given 
me by my lord Bolingbroke) mor^ than all my 
books besides; because whoever comes into my 

* Dr. Hgwkesworth observes^ that Baronius was the onfy jMcce 
of Church History that was found in his library. But it ^^ppeats 
that he possessed also the Magdeburgh Ecclesiastical Historiaofi^, 
and had diligently read them. N» 

t In Montesquieu's Persian Letteip^ there is an adminible on^ 
ujpon this subject. Dr. Wahton. ' ' 

' " * - . * 

closet; 
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closet^ casts his eyes immediately upon them^ an4 
will npt vouchsafe to look upon Plato op Xenophon, 
I ' tell you it is almost incredible how opinions 
change by the decline or decay of spirits, and I 
will forther tell you, that all my endeavours, from 
a boy, to distinguish myself, were, only for want of 
a great title and fortune, that I might be used like 
a lord by those who have an opinion of my parts ; 
whether right or wrong, it is no great matter ; and 
so the reputation of wit or great learning does the 
office of a blue ribband, or of a coach and six horses.' 
To be remembered for ever on the account of our 
friendship, is what would exceedingly please me ; 
but yet I never loved to make a visit, or be seea^ 
walking with my betters, because they get all 'the'^ 
«yes and civilities from me. I no sooner writ this 
than I corrected myself, and remembered sir Fulk 
Grevifs epitaph, ^' Here lies, &c. who was friend- 
to sir Philip Sidney.^ And therefore I must 
heartily thank you for your desire that I would- 
fecord our friendship in verse, which if I can soe^ 
ceed in, I will never desire to write one more Ime^ 
in poetry while I live. You must present mjr 
humble service toMrs. Pope, and let her know T 
pray for her continuance in the world, for her own 
reason, that she may live to take care of you. * 

JON. SWIFT, 



f < * 
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FROM THE CHEVALIER RAMSAY. 

. ■ ' * ■ 

t 

SIR, lONDON, APRttlO, 1729. . 

v/NE of the greatest pleasures I proposed to; 
myself in a journey to England, was that of seeing; 
you at London ; and it is a very sensible mortifi^: 
cation to me to find myself disappointed in sa 
a^gi^eable an expectation. It is now many years 
ainoe I had the highest esteem of your genius and' 
writings ; and when I was very young, I found iq 
some of them certain ideas^ that prepared me for 
relishing those principles of universal religion^ 
tjrhich I have smce endeavoured to unfold in Cyrus^ 
I could not let our common friend Mr. Leslie ^ ga 
l>ack to Ireland, without seizing the opportimity of 
acjaiowlec^ng the obliging zeal you have shown to 
make my work esteemed. Such marks of friend-^ 
ship <h> me a great de.al of honour as weU als plea«i 
•i^re^ and I hope I have a thorough sense of them. 
Aftfi have much enlarged my book, I am going ta 
publish a new edition by subscription. I have given 
a hundred copies of the proposals to our friend, and 
^tter myadf, that I may count upon the conti;^ 
nuation of your friendship. /: 

. k X wi>. with great respect, sir, 
your most obliged 

and most obedient humble servant, 

A. RAMSAY. 

* S(nv of the reverend Dr. Charles Ledk^ the fiunous non- 
juror. H. 



FROM DR. ARBUTHN09L 

PEAR SIR, LONDON, MAY 8/ IJSp.' 

1 HAVE writ three times to Mr. Dean of St. 

Patrick's, without receiving so much as an ac- 
knowledgment of the receipt of my letters. At the 
same time, I hear of other letters, which his ac* 
quantainces receive from him. I believe I should 

^ hardly have broi^ht myself to have written this, 
were it not to serve you and a friend at the same 
time. 

1 recommended one Mr. Mason, son of Masop^ 
^itdeman of the queen's chapel, a barytone voioen 
for the vacancy of a singer in your cathedral. This 
letter was writ from Bath last September. The 
same Mason "^ informs me^ that there is another 
vacancy : therefore I renew my request. I believe 
you will hardly get a better: he has a pleasant 
mellow voice, and has sung several times in the 
king's chapel this winter, to the satis&ction of the 

' audience. I beg at least your answer to this. Your 
friends in town, such as I know, are well. Mr. 
Pope is happy again, in having his mother reco- 
vered. Mr. Gay is gone to Scotland with the dukf 
of Queensberry. He has about twenty law-suitt 
with booksellers for pirating his book. The king 
goes «ooH to Hanover. These are jdl the news I 
•know. I hope you do not imagine I am so little 
coneemed about your health, as not to desire to be 
^iformed of the state of it from yourself. I have 

I* This gentlemaa wasprovi^ for by Or. Swift N. 
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been tolerably well this winter^ I thank God'. My 
brother Rii^n is here, and tbngs, i^ well as I, to 
know how you do. This with my best wislies and 
reppepts, from, dear sir, 

Your most faidiful humble servant, 

JO. ARBUTHNOT. 



,^ROM THE S.\>IE. 

DEAR SIR, LONDON, Jl/NE 9, 1739. 

1 HIS is given you by Mr. Mason, whom I be^ 
Heve you will find answer the character I gave of 
him, which really was not partial ; for I am not s^ 
mncjfk as acquainted with his father or himself. I 
expluned Qvery thing to him according to the tenor 
of thei^tetter which I receive<l from you sqme time 
ago, and for which I most h^rtily thank you. Let 
him^now speak for himself. I have been inquiring 
about a counter-tenor ; but hay^, as yet^ tio in- 
teliigence of any. 

I am really sensibly touched witli the account you 
give of Ireland. It is not quite so bad here, but 
really bad enough : at the same time, we are toId» 
that we are in great plenty and happiness. 
* Your friends, whom you mention in yours, arc 
well. Mr. Ciay is returned from Scotland, and has 
recovered his strength by his journey.' Mr. Pope 
is . well ; he had got an injunction in cliancery 
against the printers, who had pirated his Dunciad : 
it was^ dissolved again/ because the printer could not 
'^ • prove 



prove any property, lior did the author uppeikr. 
That is not Mr. Gay's case: for he hm dwned his 
hoek:. Mr. Piilteney gires you his service* The^ 
are ail better than myself: ibr I am now ^ bad of 
a constant convialsikm in my heai% that I am iikely 
to etpke sometimes. We have ho r^w» that I 
know of. I am apt to faeheve, that in a little time, 
this matter of the provisional treaty will be on or 
off. The young man waits for my letter. I shall 
trouble you no more at present, but remain with 
my best wishes, and most sincere Affection, 
Dear sir. 

Your most faithful hujnble servant, 

JO. ARBUTHNOT. 
My family all send you their love and service. 



FROM LADY CATHARINE JONES K 

SIR, CHELSEA, JUNE 11, IJ^Q* 

i RECEIVED the favoui* of your letter the 28d 
of May^ and own my bbligation to Mr. Dean for 
the tnf6itnation of the decay of my. grandfather't 
monuinent-f- in the* cathedral church of St. Patrick. 
Mr. French, the present receiver of my fether's 
estate, will be, some time next month, in that 

%:ingdbm, whom I have ordered to wait upon you 

1 . ... , 

* Daughter of Richard earl of Ranelagh. N. 
* 'f A monument erected to theiaemoty of Archbishop Jones^ 
and'hifr aon, lord viscount Rahekigh^of whom see January 9; 
-1711^12. < • It was then iu a ruinous condition ; hut repaired iif 
the order of this lady. SeeajootherJetter/ Juiae 15> 1T32. N^-* 
; • f iQ\ 
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for your direction in that affair; in which, when 
he ha« informed me of the expence, I shdil im^ 
mediately give directions to have it done, agreeably 
to the desire of the Deaoa and chapter^ as well as 
Ae duty due to the memory of my grandfather^ 
ijrithout adding farther tr6uble to Mr. Dean, from) 
most humble and obedient servant, 

CATHARINE JONES. 



•i 



IX) Mr. vote. 



AUGUST 11, IJS9. 

X AM very sensible that in a former letter I talked 
very weakly of mJTbwit afl&irs, and of my imperfect 
wishes and desires, which however I find with some 
cx)mfbrt xio now daily decline, very suitably to my 
state of health for some months post. For my head 
is never perfectly free from giddiness, and especially 
toward night Yet my disorder is very moderate, 
and I have been without a fit of deafriess this half 
f^r; so I am like a horse, which, though off hit 
mettle,, can trot on tplerably; and this comparison 
puts me in mind to add that I am returned to be a 
rider, wherein I wish you would imitate me. As 
to this country*, there have been three tetriblev 
yeajrs dearth of com, and every place strewed with 

* There are many acute andnewcAaaratloiisoiitliesitateof 
jjbrdand in Berkekj*s ** jQuokt/* by which he appears to be as 
{T^a patriot and politician as in his other works be is a pUU 
iMophcr and jlinna; Wartqi^ 

beggarsj 



big^m; but iHearths arecommoii in better elittiates, 
Ind dor 6vHs here lie imich deeper^ Imagine a 
nation^ the two thirds of whose revenues are spent 
but of it, and who ^re not permitted to tralde with 
the other third, and where tlie pride of women will 
^ot suffer them to wear their <ywn manufectunes, 
even where they excel what come from abrosKd : thi^ 
is the true state of Ireland in a very few words. 
^Hiese evils operate more every day, and the king« 
dom is absolutely undone, as I have been telling 
<>ften in print these ten years past. 

What I have said requires forgiveness, but I had 
di mind for once to let you know the state of our 
affairs, and my i^ason for bei^^ more moved than 
perhaps becomes a clergyman^ .andi 'a piece of a 
Jflhilosopher : and perhaps the increase of years and 
disorders may hope for some allowance to ooon^ 
plaints, especially when I may call myself a stranger 
in a strange land^ As to poor Mrs. Pope (if she be 
still alive) I heartily pity you and pity her : her 
great piety and virtue will infallibly make her 
happy in a better life, and her great atge has made 
her fully ripe for Heaven and the grave, and her 
best friends will most wish her eased of her labouri^ 
when she has so many good works to follow them« 
ITie loss you will feel by the want of her caane and 
kindness, I know very well: but she has amply 
done her part, as you have yours. One reason why 
i would have you in Ireland when you shall be at 
your own disposal, is, that you may be master of 
two or three years revenues, provisoefrugis in anaos 
copia, so as not to be pinched in the least when 
years increa^se, and perhaps your health hnpairs : 
and when this kingdom is utterly at an end, you 
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^may support me for the few years I shall happen to 
live; and who knows but you may pay me ex^* 
orbitant interest for the spoonful of wine^ and 
acr^s of a chicken it will cost me to feed you ? I 
ftm confident you haV^ too much reason to com^ 
plain of ingratitude; for I never yet knew any 
person, one tenth part so heartily disposed as you 
are, to do good offices to otherj*, without the least 
private view* 

Was it a gasconade to please me, that you said 
your fortune was increased lOO/. a year since I left 
you ? you should have told me how. Tliose stilh- 
skUii^ senectuti are . extremely • desirable, if theyr 
^ could be got with justice, and without avarice ; of 
which vice, though I cannot cl^ge myself y^t|' 
nor feel any approaches toward it, . yet no usurer 
more wishes to be richer, or rather to be surer erf 
his rents* But I am not half so moderate as you, 
for I declare I cannot live easily under double to 
what you are satisfied wjth* 

I hope Mr. Gkiy will keep his 3000/.* and live 
on the interest without decreasing the principal one 

* He gained^ we see, a considerable sum by his writings- 
Enough has been said of Milton's selling his Paradise Lost for tea 
pounds. Tonson gave Dxyden only two hundred and fifty 
guineas for ten thousand verses to nuike up the volume of hif 
^ Fables.** It may be of use to in&rm young adventurers^ that 
Thomson sold his '^ Winter^* to Millar for only three guineas. 
He gained but little more for his *' Smnmer/* The year af(er, 
when he rose in reputation, 17^> Andrew Millar gave him 
fifty guineas for his Spring. This was his first connexion with 
Thixnson. whom he ever afterward Ubnotired and asasted-if 
catted upon. Dr: Young received of Dodsley two hundred 
guineas for the first three "Night Thoughts.** Dr. Akensic^ 
one himdred an^ twenty guineas for his " Pleasures of Ima-> 
jginatioa/^ and (talkt the same sum for hb «^At»yntor jM 
-f Theodora,** 
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penny; but I do not like your seldom seeing him. 
I hope he is grown more disengaged from his in- 
tentness on his own affairs^ which I ever disliked, 
and is quite the reverse to. you, unless you are ^ 
very dextrous disguiser. I desire my humble ser- 
vice to lord Oxford, lord Bathurst, and particularly 
to Mrs. Blount, but to no lady at court =5. God 
bless you for being a greater dupe than I : I love 
that character too myself, but want your charity. 

Adieu. 

JON. SWIFT. 



I 



FROM LORD B0LINGBROKE, 

AIX-LA-CHAPELLE, AUG. gO, 17^9, N. ^. 

TOOK a letter of yours from Pope, and brought. 
it to this place, that I might answer at least a part 
cf it. I begin to-day ; when I shall finish I know 
Hot ; perhaps when I get back to my fani>. The 
haters I have been persuaded to drink, and those 
M^hich my friends drink, keep me fuddled or em- 
ployed all the morning. The afternoons are spent 
in airings or visits, and we go to bed with the 
chicken, 

Iheodora.** Some modem boofcsellets behslve to authors tvith 
much fiberality and generosity, jyr. Warton; who hew 
speaks feelingly^ having tlien just received 500/. for his edition 
<3f Pc^*s Works. N. 

, * Swift, it has' been observed, paid great court to Mrs. 
Howard^ in "hopes of exchanging his prefennent throug;h her 
interest. This is the first symptom of his anger, on finding 
jGlMre was a probability of his beings disappointed . Bo wlc s . 

VOL. xn. H ' Bii\:^sipi.%y 
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BRUSSELS) SEPT. 27, N. S. ' 

I have brought your French acquaintance * thu$ 
far on her way into her own country, and consi- 
derably better in health than she was when she 
went to Aix. I begin to entertain hopes that she 
will recover such a degree of health as may render 

. old age supportable. Both of us have closed the 
tenth lustre, and it is high time to determine how 
we shall play the last act of the farce. Might not 
my life be entitled much more properly a what-d ye- 
call-it than a farce ^ ? Some comedy, a great deal 
of tragedy, and the whole interspersed with scenes 

> of ^ Harlequin, Scaramouch, and Dr. Baloardo, the 
prototype of your hero Oxford. I used to think 
sometimes formerly of old age and of death ; 
enough to prepare my mind ; not enough to anti- 
cipate sorrow, to dash the joys of youth, and to be 
all my life a-dying. I find the benefit of this prac- 
tice now, and shall find it more as I proceed on my 
journey ; little regret when I look backward, little 
apprehension when I look forward. You complain 
grievously of your situation in Ireland. I could 

* Lady Bolingbroke. N. 

f Bolii^broke is reported in a letter to PouiUy to have said» 
'* You, and I, and Pope, are the only three men fit to reign/' 
Voltadre, in the Xllth volume of his letters, denies this ancc« 
dote ; and adds^ '^ J'aime mieux ce que disait a ses compagnons 
la plus fiimeuse eatin de Londres : mes scEurs, lk>Hngbroke est 
declare aujourdliui secretaire d'etat j sept mille guinees de rente, 
mcs soeurs; et tout pour nous!" It appoare by Voltaire's 
Letters, vol. L p. 13, that in the year 1722, he was at la Source 
near Orleans, with lord Bolingbroke ; to whom he commimi- 
cated the first skejtches of the Henriade, and received from him 
the highest commendations. Dr. Wakton. 

complain 
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foxpplain of mine too in England : but I will ViS^ 
nay, I ought not ; for I find, by long experience, 
that I can be unfortunate, without being unhappy. 
I do not approve your joining together the figure of 
living, and the pleasure of giving, though your old 
prating friend Montaigne * does something like it 
in one of his rhapsodies : to tell you my reasons 
would be to write an essay, and I shall hardly have 
time to write a letter ; but, if you will come over 
and live with Pope and me, I will show you in an 
instant why those two things should not aller de 
paiVy and that forced retrenchments on both may 
be made, without making us uneasy. You know 
that I am too expensive, and all mankind knows 
that I have been ci^elly plundered ; and yet I feel 
in nfjr mind the power of descending, without 
anxiety, two or three stages more. In short, Mr. 
Dean, if you will come to a certain farm in Mid- 
dlesex*!*, you shall find that I can live frugally 
without growling at the world, or being peevish 
with those whom fortune has appointed to eat my 
bread, instead of appointing me to eat theirs ; and 
yet I have naturally as little disposition to frugality 
as any man alive. You say you are no philosopher, 
and I think you are in the right to dislike a word 
which is so «>ften abused ; but I am ^ure you like 
to follow reason, not custom (which is sometimes 
the reason, arid oftener the caprice of others, of 
the mob of the world). Now, to be sure of doing 
this, you must wear your philosophical spectacles 
as constantly as the Spaniards used to wear theirs. 

*' Yet there are few writers that give us such an insight into 
human nature as this old prater. Dr. Warton. 
t Dawky> niear Hounalow Heath. N. , 
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You must make them part of your dress, and 
fjooner part with your broad-brimmed beaver, your 
gown, scarf, or even that emblematical vestment 
your surplice* Through this medium you will see 
few things to be vexed at, few persons to be 
angry at, 

OSTEND, OCT. 5* 

And yet there will frequently be things which 

we ought to wish altered, and persons whom we 

ought to wish hanged. Since I am likely to 

\vait here for a wind, I' shall have leisure to 

't 

talk with you more than you will like perhaps. 
If that should be so, you will never tell it me 
grossly; and my vanity will secure me against 
taking a hint. 

In your letter to Pope, you agree that a regard 
for fame becomes a man more toward^ his exit^ than 
at his entrance into life ; and yet you confess that 
the longer you live, the more you grow indifferent 
about it. Your sentiment is true and natural ; 
your reasoning, I am afraid, is^ not so upon thig 
occasion. Prudence will make us desire fame, be- 
cause it gives us many real and great advantages in 
,all the affairs of life. Fame is the wise man^s 
means j his ends ^re his own good, and the good of 
society. Your poets and orators have inverted thig 
order ; you propose fame as the end ; and, good, or 
.at least great actions, as the means. You go farther : 
^u teach our self-love to anticipate the applause 
which we suppose will be paid by posterity to our 
names ; and with idle notions of immortality you 
turn other heads beside your own : I am afraid this 
may have done some harm in the worl4. 

^ CMAIS^ 
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« 

CA]LAIS^ OCT, g. 

I go on from this place, wbitli(er I am come io 
hopes of getting to sea, which I could not do from 
the port of Ostend. ,, . 

Fame is an object which men pursue suecessfuUy 
hy various and even contrary courses. Your doctrine 
leads them to look on this end as essential, and on 
the means as indifferent; so that Fabricius and 
Crassus, Cato and CaBsar, pressed forward to the 
same goal. After all, perhaps, it may appear, 
from a consideration of the depravity of mankind, 
that you could do no better, nbr \eep up virtue in 
-the world without calling this passion, or this di- 
rection of self-love, into yoiir aid. Tacitus has 
crowded this excuse for you, according to his 
manner, into a maxim, Contemptu famce contemni 
virtufes. But now, whether we consider fame as 
a -useful instrument in all the occurrences of private 
.and public life, or whether we consider it as tlie 
cause of that pleasure which our self-love is so foiid 
ofi methinks our entrance into life, or, to speak 
more properly, our youth, not our old iage, is the 
season when we ought to desire it most, and there- 
fore when it is most becoming to desire it with 
ardour* If it is useful it is to be desired most when 
we have, or may hope to have, a long scene of 
action open before us ; toward our exit, this scene 
of action is, or should be, closed ; and then me- 
thinks it is unbecoming to grow foiyier of a thing 
which we have no longer occasion for. If it is 
pleasant^ the sooner we are in possession of fame^ 
the longer we shall enjoy this pleasure ; when it is 
acquired early in life, it may tickle us on till old 
age ; but when it is acquired late^ the sensation of 
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pleasure will fee more faint, and mingled with the 
rtgret of our not having tasted it sooner. 

FROM MY FARM, OCT. 5, O. S. 

I am here ; I have seen Pope, and one of my 
first inquiries was after you. He telfe me a thing \ 
am sorry to hear : you are building, it seems, on a 
piece of land you have acquired for that purpose, in 
«ome county of Ireland *. Though I have built in 
a part of the world •f* which I prefer very little to 
that where you hav^ be^n thrown and confined by 
our ill fortune and yours, yet I am sorry you do 
the same thing. I have repented a thousand times 
of my resolution ; and I hope you . will repent of 
yours before it is executed. Pope tells me he has 
a letter of yours, which I have not seen yet. 1 
shall have that satisfaction shortly ; and shall be 
tempted to scribble to you again, which is anothei* 
good reason for making this epistle no longer than it 
is already. Adieu, therefore, my old and worthy 
friend. May the phj^sical evils of life fall as easily 
upon you as ever they did on any man who lived 
to be old ! ' and may the moral evils which surround 
us make as little impression on you, as they ought 
to make on one who has such superior sense to 
estimate things by, and so much virtue to wrap 
himself up in ! 

, My wife desires not to be forgotten by you ; she 
is faithfully your servant, and zealously your ad- 
mirer. She will be concerned, and disappointed^ 
not to find you in this island at her return ; which 
hope both she and I h^d been made to entertain 
before I went abroad. 

* In the county of Armagh, t))e odebrated spot called Prapiar'j^ 
MIL N. t Dawley. See p. 99. N, 
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FROM MR. POPE. 

f 
/ 

OCT, 9, 1729.- 

XT pleases me that you received my books at last : 
but you have never once told me if you approve of 
the whole, or disapprove not of some parts, of the 
commentary, &c. It was my principal aim in the 
entire work to perpetuate the friendship between 
us, and to- show that the friends or the enemies of 
one were the' friends or enemies of the other : if in 
any particular, any thing be stated or mentioned ill 
a different manner from what you like, pray tell 
me freely, that the new editions now coming out 
*here may have it rectified. You will find the 
octavo rather more correct than the quarto, with 
some additions to the notes and epigrams cast in, 
which I wish had been increased by your ac- 
quaintance in Irelahd. I rejoice in hearing that 
Drapier's Hill is to emulate Parnassus ; I fear the 
(Country about it is as much impoverished. I truly 
share in all that troubles you, isind Wish you re- 
moved from a scene of distress, which I know 
works your compassionate temper too strongly. 
But if we are not to see you here, I believe I shall 
once in my life see you there. You think more for 
me, and about ine, than any friend I have, and 
you think better for me. Perhaps you will not be 
contented, though I am, that the additional lOO/. 
a year is only for my life. My mother is yet living, 
and I thank God for it : she will never be trouble- 

some to me. if she be not so to herself: but a me- 

" ' • .■ • 

lancholy object it is^ to observe the gradual decays 
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both of body and mind, in a person to whom one 
is tied by the links of both. I cannot tell whether 
her death itself would be so afflicting. 

You are too careful of my worldly affairs ; I am 
rich enough, and I can afford to give away lOOL a 
year. Do not be angry ; I will not live to be very 
old* I have revelations to the contrary, I would 
- not crawl upon the earth without doing a little good 
when. I have a mind to do it : I will enjoy the plea-^ 
sure of what I give, by giving it, alive, and seeing ' 
another enjoy it. When I die, I should be ashamed 
to leave enough to build me a monument, if there 
were a wanting friend above ground. 

Mr. Gay assures me his 3 000 /. is kept entire and 
sacred ; h^ seems to languish after ^ line from you, ^ 
and complains tenderly. Lord Bolingbroke has told 
me ten tinies over he was going to write to you. 
. jHas he or not ? The Doctor * is unalterable, both 
in friendship and quadrille ; his wife has been very 
near death last week : his two brothers buried their 
wives within these six w^eeks. Gay is sixty miles 
off, and has been so all this supimer, with the dulde 
and duchegs of Queensberry, He is the same 
man : so is every one here that you know : n^ankind 
is unamendable. Optimum ille qui minimis urgetur. 
Poor Mrs. is like the rest^ she cries at the thorn in 
her foot, but will suffer nobody to pull it out. The 
court lady ^ I have a good opinion of, yet I have 
treated her more neghgentiy than you would do^ 
> because you like to see the insid^ of a court, which 
I do npt^ I have seen her but twice. You have a 
4espevat^ hand at dashing out a character by gr^t 

f ^uthnot, f Hrj. toward, 

strokes. 
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Btrokes^xdnd at the same time a delicate one at fine 
toucKes. God forbid you should draw mine, if I 
wer6 conscious of any guilt t but if I were conscious 
only of folly, God send it ! for as nobody can de- 
tect a great fault so well a$ you, nobody Would sq 
well hide a small one. But after all, thftt lady 
means to do good *, and does no harm, which is a 
vast deal for a courtier. I can ^sure you th^ 
lord Peterborow always speaks kindly of you, an/d 
certainly has as great a mind to be your friend as 
any one. I must throw away my pen : it cannot» 
it will never tell you, what I inwardly am toyou. 
Quod nequeo monstrare, et sentio tantum. 



II . ■ 



TO MR, POPli. 



Y 



OCT. 31, 1729. 

OU were so careful of sending me the Dunciad, 
that I have received five of them, and have pleased 
four friends. I am one of every Ixxly who approve 
every part of it, text and comment ; but am one 
abstracted from every body, in the happiness of 
being recorded your friend, while wit, and humour, 
and poUteness, shall have any memorial am,ong us. 
As for your octavo edition we know nothing of it, for 
we have an octavo of our own, which, has sold won- 

* Pope was still mOing to persuade his friend^ thaet ''i!be 
lady at court** vms sincere^ as most probabtyshe vrvs', bat what 
he ^pected fixmi her was not in her power to gain. Bowles. 
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9emRy, considering -our poverty^ and dullness the 
4oiihfeeq[ue6ce of it/* 

** ' I #i4t this post *6 lord Bolmgbroke, and tell him 
m'rty fetter; that with a great deal of loss for a 
frbKe> I will ^y as soon as build: I have neither 
jf&irs, Mar spirks^ nor money, nor patience for such 
liiftusements. The frolic is gone ofT, and I am 
iJKly iooL the poorer. But this kingdom is grown 
fc6r'» excessively poor, that we wise men must think 
fef nothing but g^ttii^ a little ready money* It is 
iSibught there are not two hundred thousand pounds 
, of' sjJcteie in the whole island * ; for we return thrice 
as much to our absentees; as we get by trade^ and so 
•re all inevitably undone; which I have been telling 
them in print these ten years, to as little purpose as 
if it came from the pulpit. And this is enough for 
Irish politics, which I only mention, because it so 
nearly touches myself. I must repeat what I be- 
lieve I have said before, that I pity you much more 
than Mrs* Pope. Such a pai-ent and friend hourly 
4ec;lii)ii\g before your eyes, is an object very unfit 
f>ryour health, and duty, and tender dispositioir; 
Ippd 1 pray God it may not affect you too much. I 
^nTas much satisfied that your additional lOO/. pSr. 
^qnntm is for your life as if it were for ever. You 
have enough to leave your friends, I would not have 
Jtbem glad to be rid of you ; and I shall take care 
tliat none but my enemies will be glad to get rid of 
.me. You have enibroiled me with lord B .— 

^ Tl^s is a very melancholy picture of the then state of Ire- 
Jfipd', fiod, it nuistbe hoped^ does not reseaable that kingdom 
•IpjjjtSjjresent state. Dr» Wartqn. 

,//f,/f4 K about 
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dbout the figure of living^d the pleasure of ^i^, 
i am under the necessity 6i some little paltry figure 
in the station I am; but 1 make it as little as possi- 
ble. As to the other part you are base, because I 
thought myself as great a giver as ever was of my 
ability ; and yet in proportion you exceed, and have 
kept it till now a secret even from me, when I won:- 
dered how you were able to live with your whc^ 
little revenue *• Adieu. 

JON. SWIFT. 



TO LORD BOLINGBROKE- 

DUBLIN, OCT. 31, l^29.i 

I RECEIVED your lordship's travelling letter df 
several dates, at several stages, and from difierent 
nations, languages, and religions. Neither could 
any thing be more obliging than your kind re* 
membraiice of me in so many places. As to yotfar 
ten lustres, I remember, when I complained in a 
letter to Prior, that I was fifty years old, he was 
half angry in jest, and answered me out of Tereno^ 
ista cmnmemoratio est quasi exprohratio. How 
then ought I to rattle 'you, when I h^ve a dozen 
years more to answer for, all monastically passed in 
this country of liberty and delight, and money, and 
good company! I go on answering your letter; it is 

* Pope's revenue, it is said, \¥aa' 800 1 per mmm. Bowlss^ 

1^ 



,ip8 BPWTOLARY CORRESPONBENCB, 

you were my hero, but the other* never was; yet 
•if he were> it wpis your own faulty who taught me to 
love vhim, and often vindicated him, in the ban- 
ning of your ministry, from my accusations -|-. But 
I gr^mted he had the greatest inequaHties of any man 
ailive, and his whole scene was fifty times more a 
what-dye-call-it, than yours: for, I declare, yours 
was unie; and I wish you would so order it, that 
the world may be as wise as I upon that article. 
Mr. Pope wishes it too, and I believe there is not a 
more honest man in England, even without wit 
But you regard us not, — I was forty-seven years old 
when I began to think of death ^ ; and the reflec- 
tions upon it now begin when I wake in the morn- 
ing, and end when I am going to sleep.— -I writ to 
Mr. Pope,, and not to you. My birth, although 
from a family riot undistinguished in its time, is 
many degrees inferior to yours ; all my pretensions 
ffbm person and parts infinitely so ; I a younget* 
♦eott of younger spns § ; you boni to a great fortune; 

t 

\ 

* LordOaCferd. Warburtcn. 
^ f This^is^ remarkable sentence; aa it conveys a depvecia.ting 
idea of lord Oxford, whom we had imagined Swift preferred to 
Bolingbroke. Warton. 

X The year of queen Anne's death. Warburton. 

( Soon after the .publication of lord Orrery's Remarks, his 

^ Jotdship was attacked by two or three writers of Memoirs, c^ 

..pr. Swift; in wMdi as each finds matter for censure in his 

predecessor, so aU of them are open to stSll further correction. 

Is it not strange, that none of them should take notice of Swift's 

inconsistency with himself, in his narrative of his own femily? 

If in the memdrs he lelt, pubhshed by his kinsman, it appears 

his pa):^n^ had no other children but a daughter and himself; 

in his letter to lord Bdingbroke, he no less expressly says, he 

v/m '* tbq Y0VN69R ion c^ a younger branch of a Sunily not 

' - vsdis" 
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yet I see you, with all your advanti^es, sunk^ to a 
d^rqe that you could never have been without 
them: but yet I see you as much esteemed, as 
much beloved, as much dreaded, and perhaps more 
(though it be almost impossible) than ever you were 
in your highest exaltation — only I grieve like an 
alderman that you are not so rich. And yet, my 
lord, I pretend to value money as little as you, and 
I vvnlU call five hundred witnesses (if you will take 
Irish witnesses) to prove it. I renounce your whole 
philosophy, because it is not your practice. By the 
figure of living (if I used that expression to Mr. Pope) 
I do not mean the parade, but b, suits^bleness to 
your mind ; and as for the pleasure of givmg, I 
know your soul suffers when you are debarred of \t% 
C!ould you, when your own generosity and contempt 
of outward things (be not offended, it is no eccle^ 
^iastical but ar\ Epictetian phrase) could you, wheii 
these have brought you to it, come over and live 
with Mr. Pope and me at the deanery ? I could 
ahnost wish the experiment were tri^d — No, God 
forbid, that ever such a scoundrel as Want should 
^re to approach you. But, in the mean time, do 
Xkot hr2Lg ; retrenchments are not your talent. Bu^^ 
as old Weymouth said to me in his lordly Latin, 
PkihsopJia verba y ignava opera ; I wish you could 
learn arithmetic, that three and two make five, and 

undistinguished in its time." Whether it is inaccuracy only 
in expression^ that he calls himself a younger son, because he 
had a sister bom before him ; or whether he intended among lus 
iEngiish fiiends to disclaim his sister^ who had oifended him in 
Qiarriage } I leave others to determine. Men of genius^ I know, 
a^ above regardUOg minute mistakes ; their very i&iilings pass 
%wit. W.B, 
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will never make more. My philosophical spectacles 
which you advise pie to^ will tell me that I can live 
on fifty pounds a year (wine excluded^ which my 
bad health forces me to) but I cannot endure that 
atium should be sine dignitate. — My lord> what I 
would have said of fame, is meant of fame which 
a man enjoys in his life; because I cannot be a 
great lord^ I would acquire what is a kind of subsi-- 
dium, I would endeavour that my betters should 
seek me by the merit of something distinguishable^ 
instead of my seeking them. The desire of enjoy- 
ing it in aftertimes is owing to the spirit and folly 
of youth : but with age we learn to know the house 
is so fillip that there is no room for above one or 
two at most in an age, through the whole world *. 
My lord, I hate and love to write to you, it gives 
me pleasure, and kills me with melancholy. The 
ft—— take stupidity, that it will not come to supply 
the want of philosophy. 

JON. SWIFT. 

, * Wben lord Bolingbroke was very old, in his retirement at 
jBftttensea, it was customaiy for many people to pay their respeots 
to him, chiefly with the view of seeing and conversing with a 
character so distinguished. Among others, lord Chatham, then 
ajoui^man, called on him 5 butfomidhim pedantic, fistful, 
angry with his wife, &c. Such is the melancholy pcture of the 
last stage of existence ! ICammunkated btf Lord Cfuahant to the. 
late Mai^k of Ldnsdowne.} 
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FROM MR, GAY. 

MIDDLETON STONEY, NOV, 9, l/Sg,. 

Jl have long known you to be my friencl upon 
sereral occasions^ and particularly by your reproofe 
and admonitions. There is one thing, which ywi 
have often put me in mind of, the overrunning you 
with an answer before you had spoken. You find 
I am not a bit the better for it ; for I still write and 
write on, without having a word of an answer. I 
have heard of you once by Mr. Pope :, let Mr. Pope 
hear of you the next time by me. By this way of 
treating me, I mean, by your not letting me know 
that you remember me, you are very partial to me^ 
I should have said very just to me. You seem to 
thinks that I do not want to be put in mind of you, 
which is very true ; for I tliink of you very often, 
and as often wish to be with you. I have been in 
Oxfordshire with the duke of Queensberry for these 
three months, and have had very little oorreiSpon- 
denee with any of our friends. I have employed 
my time in new writing a damned play, whidi I 
wrote several years ago, called ^^ The Wife of Bath *.* 
As it is approved or disapproved of by my friends^ 
when I come to town, I shall either have it acted, 
or let it alone, if weak brethren do not take offenoe 
srt it. The ridicule turns upon superstition, and I 

* This comedy was tke first he wrote, and was iinsuccessfuinj 
performed at the theatre in Drury-lane in the year 1713. It was 
altered by the author, and revived sevei-al yeais after [1729-30] 
at the theatre in Lincoln Vinn-fieids> and condemned a second 
time^ although the author's reputation was then at its hei£;iit 
fipom the uncommon success of his B^^ar*s Opera. H. 
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have avoided the very words bribery and corruption. 
Folly indeed is a word, that I have ventured to make 
use of; but that is a term that never gave fools 
oflfence. It is a common sayi^ig, that he is wise 
that knows himself. What has happened of late, 
I think, is a proof that it is not limited to the 
wise. 

My lord Bathurst is still our cashier : when I see 
' him, I intend to settle our accounts, and repay my- 
self the five pounds out of the two hundred I owe 
you. Next week I believe I shall be in town ; not 
at Whitehall, for those lodgings were judged not 
convenient for me, and were disposed o^. Direct 
to me at tlie duke of Queensberry's, in Burlington 
gardens, near Piccadilly. You have often twitted 
me in the teeth for hankering after tlie court. In 
that you mistook me : for I know by experience 
that there is no dependarice that can be sure, but a 
dependance upon one's self. I will take care of the 
little fortune I have got. 1 know you will take this 
resolution kindly, and you see my inclinations will 
make me write to you, whether you will write to 
me or not. I am, dear sir, yours most sincerely, 
fmd most affectionatelv, J« GAY. 

P. S. To the lady I live with, I owe my life and^ 
fortune ; think of her with respect ; value and 
esteem her as I do ; and never more despise a 
fork with three prongs. I wish too you would 
~ not eat from the point of your knife *. She ha^ 
so much goodness, virtue, and generosity, that if 
you knew her, you would have a pleasure in obey- 
ing her as I do. She ofteii wishes she had known 
you/ 

* Sec tl^^ kttcr cl ¥e\>. 15, \7S11-S. 1^. 
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FROM tOftD BOUNGBROKE. 
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1 FIND that ]^ou have laid aside your prefect bf 
building in Ireland^ and that we shall see you in 
this island cum zephyrisy et hirundihe prima. I 
know not whether the love of fame increases as we 
advance in age ; sure I am that the force of friend- 
ship does. I loved you almost twenty years ago : 
I thought of you as well as I do now, better was 
beyond the power of conception, or to avoid sen 
equivoque, beyond the extent of my ideas. Whe- 
ther you are more obliged to me'forlovingyou as 
well when I knew you less, or for loving you as well 
after loving you to many years, I shall not deteif^ 
mine. What I would say is this : while my mind 
grows daily more independent of the world, and 
feels less need of leaning on external objects, the 
ideas of friendship return oftener, they busy me, 
they warm me more. Is it that we grow more 
tender as the moment of our great separation ap- 
proaches ? or is it that they who are to live together 
in another state (for vera amicitia mm nisi inter 
honos) begin to feel more strongly that divine sym- 
pathy which is to be the great band of their friture 
society ? There is no one thought which sooths my 
mind like this : I encourage my imagination to 
pursue it, and am heartily afflicted when another 
&culty * of the intellect comes boisterously in, and 

* Viz. reason, Tully (to whom tke letter-writer seems to 
alhide) observes sox&ethiiig like this oa tbe like QC^8iBioii> vJViiex^» 
VOL, Xll I ^B^aSsxp^ 
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vnlkes me from so pleasing a dream^ if it be a dream. 
I will dwell no more on economics than I have done 
in my £brmer letter. Thus much only I will say, 
that oHum cum dignitate is to be had with 500/. 
a year as well as with 5000/. : the difference will be 
Ibund in the value of the man, and not in that of 

' the estate. I do assm'e you, that I have never 
quitted the design of collecting, revising, improv- 
ing, and extending several materials which are still 
in my power ; and I hope that the time of setting 

. myself about this last work of my life is not far off. 
Many papers of much curiosity and importance are 
lost, and some of them in a manner which would 
surprise and anger you. However, I shall be able 
to convey several great truths to posterity, so clearly 
and so authentically, that the Bumets and die Old- 
mixons of another age may rail, but not be able to 
deceive. Adieu, my friend. I have takai up more 
of this paper than belongs to me, since Pope is to 
write to you ; no matter, for upon recollection the 
rules of proportion are not broken ; he will say as 
much to you in one page as I have said in three. 
Bid him talk to you of the work he is about *. I 

speaking of Plato's famous book of the Soul, be says^ '^ Neado 
quoDQodo^ dum lego, adsentior: earn posui libruinj et xnecnm 
ipse de immortalitate animorum caepi cogitare, adaen^ Qb 
omnis elabitur.*' Cicero seems to have had but a confused no^ 
tion of the cause of the slippery nature of this assent, which tfaa. 
letter-writer has here explained 3 namely, that the imaginatioa is 
always ready to indulge so flattering an idea, but severer reaaoa. 
corrects and disclaims it. As to Religion, that is out of tb^ 
question ; for Tully wrote to his few philosophic friends V thougl^ 
as has been the &te of his Lordship's first philosophy (wbc»« tilis 
whole matter is explained at large) it came at last into the hand» 
of the publick. Wabburtok. 

hope 
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hope in good earnest; it is a fineo^e; aiid wiU^be 
in his hands an original. His sole complaint is^ 
that he finds it too easy in the executipn. . This 
.flatters his laziness^ it flatters my judgment;, who 
always thought that (universal as his talents are) 
this is eminently and peculiarly his, above all the 
witers I know^ living or dead: I do not excq^ 
Horace. 

Adieu. 



This 



FROM MR. POPE. 

I 

NOV. 28, 1729. 

letter (like all mine) will he a rhapsody : 
it is many years ago since I wrote as a wit ^. How 
many occurrences or informations must one omit, 
if once determined to say nothing that one could 
not say prettily ! I lately received from the widow 
of one dead correspondent, and the father of an- 
other, several of my own letters of about fifteen 
and twenty years old ; and it was not unentertaining 
to myself to observe, how and by what degrees I 
ceased to be a witty writer ; as either my experience 
grew on the one hand, or my affection to my cor- 
respondents on the other. Now as I love you bet- 
ter than most I have ever met with in the world, 

* " Essay on Man j" on which, therefore, it appears he was 
employed in 1729. ' Dr. Warton. 
t He used to value himself on this particiilar. Wareukton» 

1 2 ^xA 
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and esteem you too the more, the longer I have 
tibtnpared you with the rest of the World ; so iuevi- 
*ibibly I write to you more negligently, that is more 
openly, and what all but such as love one anoth^, 
'will call writing worse. I smile to think how Curll 
'* Would be bit were our epistles to fell into his hands, 
and how gloriously they would fall short of every 
ingenious reader's expectations. 

You cannot imagine what a vanity it is to me, 
to have something to rebuke you for in the way of 
economy. I love the man that builds a house subito 
ingenioy and makes a wall for a horse ; then cries, 
'^ We wise men must think of nothing but getting 
ready money.*' I am glad you approve my annuity ; 
all we have in this world is no more than an annuity, 
as to our own enj<^*ment : - but I will increase your 
regard for my wisdom, and tell you that this an- 
nuity includes also the^ life of another *, whose 
concern ought to be as near to me as my own^ and 
with whom my whole prospects ought to finish. I 
throw my javelin of hope no farther,^ ci$r brevi 
fortes jaculamur cevo, &c. ^ 

The second (as it is called, but indeed the eighth) 
edition of the Dunciad, with some additional notes 
and epigrams, shall be sent you if I know any op- 
portunity ; if they reprint it with you, let them by 
all means follow that octavo edition.— The Drapier> 
letters are again printed here, very laudably^ as tp 
paper, print, &c. for you know I disapprove Irish 
politics (as my commentator tells you) being a strong 
and jealous subject of England. The lady yo^ 

ff 

* His mother's. Wakbvrton. 
t Why do we dart Mrith eager strife 
At things beyond the mark of life ? S. 

mention, 
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mention^ you ought not to complain of for not 
acknowledging your present ; she having lately re- 
ceived a much richer present from Mr. Knight of 
the South Sea ; and you ai^ sensible she cannot . 
ever return it to one in the condition of an outlaw. 
It *8 certain^ as he never can expect any fetvour *, - 
his motive must be wl)iolly disinterested. Will not 
tl^s reflection make you blush ? Ypur continual 
deplorings of Ireland make me wish you were here 
long enough to forget those scenes that so affict you : 
I am only in fear if you were^ you would grow such 
a patriot here too as not to be quite at. ease^ for » 
your loye of old England. It is very possible your 
journey^ W the time I compute^ might exactly tally ^ \ 
with my intended one to you ; and if you must soon . 
again go back^ you would not be unattended* For 
the poor woman decays perceptibly every weeks 
and the winter may too probably put an end to a 
veiy loxig9 ^ikI a very irreproachable life. My con- 
stant attendance on her does indeed affect my mind 
very much^ and lessen extremely my desires of long 
life ; since I see the best that can come of it is a 
miserable benediction. I look upon mywlf to be 
many years older in two years ;since you saw me : - 
lie natural imbecility of my body^ joined now to 
his acquired old age of the mind^ mak^ me at least 
« old as you, and we are the fitter to crawl down 
be hill together ; I only desire I may be able to 
^ep pace with you* My first friendship, at six- 

^ He yns mistaken in this. Mr. Knight was pardoned; 
^turned to England in \7^% and died in 1744. His son^ Ro« 
^Tt Knight> wks created baron of Luxborough of the kingdom 
^ Irebnd in 1746 : viscount . Barrels and eail ol^ Gathorlogh 
76S) and died March 30^ 1772. N. 
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teen, was contracted with a man of seventy : ajid I 
fbund him not grave enough or consistent enough 
for me, though we lived well to his death. I speak 
of old Mr. Wycherley ; some letters of whom" (hy 
the by) and of mine, the booksellers have got and 
printed^ not without the concurrence of a noble 
friend of mine ittrid yours *. I do not much approve 
of it V thcftigh there is nothing for me to be ashamed 
of, because F will not be ashamed of any thing I do 
not do niyself^ or of any thing that is not im^ 
moral, but merely dull ; as for instance, if they 
printed this letter I am now writing -f-, which they 
easily ' tn^y, if the underlings at the post-office 
please, to t&ike a copy of it. I admire <m this 
consideration, your sending your last to me quite 
opiieh, without a seal, wafer, or any closure what- 
ever, manifesting the utter openness of the writer. 
I would' do the same by this, but fear it would loot 
like afiikftiition to send two letters so together. — ^I 
will fttlly represent to our friend (and I doubt not it 
will *Ailch his heart) what you so feelingly set forth 
as to the badness of your Burgundy, ^t. He is an 
extreibely honest man, and indeed ought to be srf, 
considering how very indiscreet and unreserved he 
is : but I do not approve this part of his character, 
and will never join with him in any of his idlenesses 
in the way of wit. You know my maxiii\, to keep 

^ See thfe ^oocasioD^ in ^le second and tkiid paragmphs of 
Mr. Pope'a pre&ce to the first genwiie edition of his Letters^ 
published in December 1737* N. 

t His own importance^ as it has been observed^ is ahvi^ 
uppeniaost The '[ underlings of the Post OfRce" were other- 
wise employed^ and most probably cared as little about the let- 
ters, of AkaandftT Pope> esq. as of apy other person $|o wj(.£ftf 

as 
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IS dear of all ofience as I am clear of all interest in 
either party. I was once displeased before at yoUf 

for oomplaining to Mr. of my not having 

a pension ; and am so again at your naming it to a 
certain lord. I have given proof in the course of 
Vky whol^ life (from the time when I was in tha : 
iriendship of lord Bolingbroke and Mr. Craggs^ even 
to this when I am civilly treated by Sir Robert 
"Walpole) that I never thought mys6lf so warm ia ' 
^ny part/s j:^use as to deserve their, money; and ' 
therefore would never have accepted it i but give 
me leave to tell you^ that of all mankind the two 
pertons I would least have accepted any favour from^ 
are those very two, to whom you have unluckily 
spoken of it. I desire you to take off any impres* 
sions which that dialogue may have left on his lordc 
ship*8 mind, as if I ever had atiy thought of being 
beholden to him, or any other, in that way. And 
yet you know I am no enemy to the present consti- 
tution ; I believe as sincere a well-wisher to it, nay 
even to the church established, as any minister in 
or oat of employment whatever ; or any bishop of 
England or Ireland. Yet I am of the religion of 
Erasmus, a catholic ; so I live, so I shall die ; and 
hope one day to meet you, bishop Atterbuiy, the 
younger Cra^, Dr. Garth, dean Berkeley, and 
Mr. Hutchenson, in that place, to which God^ of 
his infinite mercy, bring us and every body I 

Lord B's ahswer to your letter I have just re- 
ceived, and join it to this packet. The work he 
speaks of with such abundant partiality is a system 
of ethics in the Horatian way *. 

* No wonder loid BaUngbroke gpoke bo pMiaUy# as it vam . 
his own pbikwophy, &c. put into verse. Bowles. 
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TO A CERTAIN ESQUIRE. 

.-■'*■ ...... 

\ SIR, JAN. 3, 1729-30. 

qEEING your frank on the outside, and your 
addiiies;^ in the same hand, it was obvious who was 
the wHter. Arid before I opened it, a worthy 
friend being >vith me, I told him the contents of 
the difference, between us : That your tithesi being 
generally worth five or six pounds per annum, and 
by the terror of squireship, frighting my agent to 
tate wbftt you graciously thought fit to give, you 
wrong^ me of half my due pyeiy year : That hav- 
ing held froija your father an island worth three pence 
a year, which I . planted and paid two shillings an- 
nuiyiy for, , and being out of possession of the said 
island.seyei\x>r eight years, there could not possibly 
be . itbove^ four shillings due to you ; for which you 
have thought proper to stop three or four years 
titne,,.^i;yQur 6\vn rat§ of two pounds five shillings 
a yipar^(as I remember) and still continue to stop it, 
on|)retenee that tl^e said island was not surrendered 
to you in form ; although you have cut down more 
plantations of willows and abeles, than would pur- 
chase a dozen such islands. I told my friend, ^^ That 
this tdent of esquires prevailed very much formerly 
in the country ; That as to yourself, from the bad- 
ness, of your education, against all my advices and 
endeavours, and from the cast of your nature, a& 
well as another circumstance which T shall not 
mention, I expected nothing from you that became 
a gentleman* That I had expostulated this scurvy 

matter ' 
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matter very gently with you : TTiat I conceived this 
letter was^an answer: T)M, from the prerogative of 
a good estate, however gotten, and the practice of ^ 
lording over a few Irish wretches, and from the 
natural want of better thinking, I was sure your 
answer would be extremely rude and stupid, full of 
very bad language in all senses: That a bear in a 
wiMemess will as soon fix on a philosopher as on 
a cottager ; and a man wholly void of education,, 
judgment, or distinction of persons, has no r^rd, 
in iiis insolence, but to the passion of fear : and 
how heartily I wished, that to make you show your 
humili^, your quarrel had rather been with a captain 
of dragoons, tlian the dean of St. Patrick's.** 

All this happened before my opening your letter ; 
which being read, my friend told me, " I was an 
ill .guesser ; that you affirmed you despised me only 
as a clergyman, by your own confession ; and that 
you hafd reason, because clergymen pretend to learn* 
ing, wherein you value yourself as what you are an 
utter stranger to.** 

I took some pains in providing and advising about 

your education ; but, since you have made so ill use 

of my rules, I cannot deny, that according to your 

own principles, your usage of me is just. You are 

wholly out of my danger : the weapons I use will do 

you no hurt ; and to that which would keep nicer ^ 

men in aive, you are insensible. A needle against 

a stone wall can make no impression. Your faculty 

Jiea in making bargains : stick to that. Leave your 

children a better estate than your father left you ; as 

hie left.you much more than your grandfether left 

Iiim. Your frither and you are much wiser than J, 

"Vvho gave among you fiifty years pui*chase for land. 
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for which I am not to see one fiirthing. This was 
intended as an encouragement :to a ciergymBn to 
reside among you whenever any of your posterity 
shall be able to distinguish a man from a beast. 
One thing I desire you will be set right in : I do not 
despise all squires. It is true, I despise the bulk of 
them. But pray take notice, tibat a squire must 
have some merit before I shall honour him with 
my contempt; for I do not despise a fly^ a maggoty 
^r a mite. 

If you send me an answer to this, I shall not 
read it, but open it before company, and in their 
presence burn it; for no other reason but the 
detestation of bad spelling, no granmiar, and that 
pertness which proceeds from ignorance and an 
invincible want of taste. 

I have ordered a copy of this letter to be taken, 
with an intention to print it, as a mark of my esteem 
for you ; which, however, perhaps I shall not pur* 
sue: for I could willingly excuse our two names 
from standing in the same paper, since 1 am con* 
fident you have as little desire of fame as I have to 
give it yqu. 

I wish many happy new years to you and your 
family; and am, with truth, , 

Your friend and humble servant. 

Let me add something serious : That, as it is hetd 
an imprudent tiding to provoke valour; so, I con-* 
fess, it was imprudent in me to provoke rudeness : 
which, as it was my own standing rule never to 
do, except in cases where I had power to punish 
it, so my errour proceeded from a better opinion 
of you than you have thought fit to make good : 

for. 
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for, with every fkult in your nature, your educa- 
tion, and your understanding, I never imagined 
you so utterly devoid of knowing som^ little 
distinction between persons* 



FROM LORD BATHURST, 

' ' ' . * 

*dkard:ean, FEB. 12, 1759*30* 

1 Have this moment received a letter from you : 
but it i's the first I carl call a letter: the other scraps 
wetie only to direct me to convey your correspon- 
dehce to others,, and I thought I answered them 
best by obeying your demands. But now you have 
deigned to send me one in form, with a proper 
beginning and ending, I will not wait even for a 
post-day ; but I have taken pen and ink immediately 
to tell you, how much I think myself obliged to 
you, and how sincerely I am — -^ 

Well, I might end here if I would ; but I can* 
not part with you so soon ; and I must let you know, 
that as to your money affairs, though I have paid 
off John Cray, I still keep your two hundred pounds, 
for which I have given him a note, I have paid 
him interest to this time for it, which he must 
account to you for. Now you must imagine, that 
a man who has nine children to feed, cannot long 
afford alienos pascere numnios; but I have four or 
five, that are very fit for the table *. I only wait 

* This alludes taiBL tract of the Dean's^ intitokd, '^ A modest 
Pjt)j)osal for preventing tlie Children o^ poop F^le in Irektml 
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fpr the lord mayor's day to dispose of the largest ; 
ahil 1 shall be sure of getting off the youngest, when* 
e*er a certain great man • makes another entertain- 
ment at Chelsea. Now you see, though I am your 
debtor, I am not without my proper ways and means 
to raise a supply answerable to your demand. I 
must own to you, that I should not have thought of 
this method of raising money, but that you seemed 
to p6int it out to me. For, just at the time that 
scheme came out, which pretended to be calculated 
only for Ireland, you gave me a hint in one of the 
envelopes [An^lice covers] that you wished I might 
provide for my numerous family ; and in this last 
you harp upon the same string. I did immediately / 
propose it to ladyBathurst, as your advice, parti- 
cularly for her last boy, which was bom the 
plumpest, finest thing, that could be seen ; but 
she fell in a passion, and bid me send you word, 
that she would not follow yoyr direction, but that 
she would breed him up to be a parson, and he 
should' live upon the fiit of the land ; or a lawyer, 
and then, instead of being eat himself, he should 
devour others. You know women in passion never 
mind what they say ; but, as she is a very reason- 
able woman, I have almost brought her over now 
to your opinion ; and having convinced her, that as 
matters stood, w^e could not possibly maintain all 

from being a Burden to their Parents or Country^ and for making 
them beneficial to the Public.'^ The Dean had proposed many 
useftil schemes, which having been neglectedi he satirically 
and humorously proposed to &tten and eat the children of the 
poor, as the (Hily remaining expedient to prevent misery to them- 
selves, 3nd render them of some benefit to the publick. H. 
« Sir Robert Walpok. B. 

the 
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the nine, she does begin to think it reasonable the 
youngest should raise fortunes for the eldest : and 
upon that foot a inan may perform family duty 
with more courage and zeal ; for, if he should hap-* 
pen to get twins, the selling of one might provide 
for the other. Or if, by any accident, while his 
wife lies in with one child, he should get a second 
upon the body of another woman, he might dispose 
of the fattest of the two, and that would help to 
breed up the other. The more I think upon this 
scheme, the more reasonable it appears to me ; and 
it ought by no means to be confined to Ireland ; 
for, in all probability, we shall, in a very little time, 
be altogether as poor here as you are there. I 
beliere indeed we shall carry it farther, and not 
confine our luxuiy only to the eating of children ; 
for I happened to peep the other day into a large 
assembly* not far from Westminster-hall, and I 
found them roasting a great fat fellow -f-. For my 
own part, t had not the least inclination to a slice 
of him ; but, if I guessed right, four in five of the 
company had a devilish mind to be at him.* Well, 
adieu, you begin now to wish I had ended, when I 
might have done it so conveniently. 

* The ParHament. B. 
t Sir Robert Walpole. B. 
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the duke of Queensbeny, with intention to stay 
there till the winter. Since I had that severe fit 
of sickness, I find my health requires it ; for I can- 
not bear the town as I could formerly. I hope an- 
other 8ummer*8 air, and exercise, will reinstate me. 
I continue to drink nothing but water, so that you 
cannot require any poetry firom me. I have been 
very seldom abroad since I came to town, and not 
once at court. This is no restraint upon me, for I 
jam grown old enough to wish for retirement. I 
saw Mr. Pope, a day or two ago, in good spirits, 
and with good wishes for you ; for we always talk 
of you. The Doctor ♦ does the same. I have left 
off all great folk but our own family ; perhaps you 
will think all great folks Uttle enough to leave off 
us, in our present situation. I do not hate' the 
world, but I laugh at it ; for none but fools can be 
in earnest about a trifle.. I am, dear sir, yours 
most affectionately. 

Direct for me at the duchess of Queeusbeny's, in 
Burlington gardens *f*. 



FROM THE EARL OF OXFORD. 

I>OVER-STREET, MARCH 4^ I729-3O. 
GOOD MR. DEAN, 

IT is now above a whole year and six months 
since I have had the favour and pleasure of a lin? 

^ * Dr. Arbuthnot N. 
*t Endowed, "Answered March!" N. 

irom 
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from your own self, and I have not troubled you 
with one from myself; the answer that you wouXd 
naturally make, is very obvious. Why do you then 
.trouble me now/? I reply, it is to join with my 
friend Mr. Pope in recommending the person. con* 
cemed in the enclosed proposal to your favour an4 
protection, and to entreat that you would be gp 
good as to promote his interest. I have not sent 
you any of his receipts ; but will when you please 
to let me know what number you can dispose of: I 
believe that your bishops have more learning, at 
least would be thought to have more, than our 
bench here can pretend to ; so I hope they will all 
.subscribe. The person concerned is a worthy 
honest man ; and, by this work of his, he is in 
hopes to g-et free of the load which has hung upon 
him some years : this debt of his is not owing to 
any folly or extravagance of his, but to the calamity 
of liis house being twice burnt, which he was obliged 
to rebuild ; and having but small preferment ii^ the 
church, and a large family of children, he has not 
been able to extricate himself out of the difficulties 
these accidents have brought upon him. Three 
sons he has bred up well at Westminster, and 
they are excellent scholars : the eldest has been 
one of the ushers in Westminster school since the 
year 17 14. 

He is a»man in years, yet hearty and able to study 
many hours in a day. This, in short, is the case 
of an honest, poor, worthy clergyman ; and I hope 
you will take him under your protection. I cannot 
pretend that my recommendation should have any 
weight with you, but as it is joined to and under 
the wing of Mr. Pope. 

VOL. XII^ K ^ 1 IqqV 
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^ I took hold of , this opportunity to write to you, 

'Ito let you know you had such an humble servant in 

* being that often remembers you; and wishes to see 

you in this island. My family, I thank God, i% 

welV: my daughter had, last summer, the smdl- 

' pox really, and in the natural way, ancf she is nbt 

*mafked at all. My wife and daughter desire that 

you will accept of their humble siervices, and say 

thht they want much to see you. 

I obeyed your commands, and did Mr. Whalley 
" all the little service I was capable of : it was little 
enough that vsras in my power, God knows* He 
comes again before us soon after Easter : he seems 
to be in great hopes ; I Wish they may be well 
founded. 

I think it is now time to release you, which I 
will not do until I have told you, I may say 
repeat to you, that I have a house for you, or 
house-roOm, come when you please, provided yoU 
come soon. I am, with true respect and esteem, 
your most obliged and mdst humble servant, 

OXFORD. 

Your lord lieutenant would do well to encourage 
this poor man ; he deserves it better Uian BiUke- 
ley. 



• s- 
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FROM MR. GAY. 

h • r ■ \ 

• / • ■ 

DEAR SIR, MARCH 31, 1730* 

EXPECT, in about a fortnight, to set out fpr 
Wiltshire, and am as impatient as you seem to be 
to have me to get oa horseback. I thought proppr 
to give you this inteUigence, because Mr. Lewis 
told me last Sunday, that he was in a day or two 
to set out for the Bath ; so that very soon you are 
likely to have neither of your cashiers in town- 
Continue to direct for me at this house : the letters 
will be sent to me, wherever I am. JMy ambition^ 
at present, is levelled to the sam^ point that yoi^ 
direct me to ; for I am every day building villaldns^ 
and have given over that of castles. If I were to 
undertake it in my present circumstance, I should^ 
in the most thrifty scheme, soon be straitened ; and 
I hate to be in debt ; for I cannot bear to pawn five 
pounds worth of my liberty to a tailor or a butcher^ 
I grant you, this is not having the true spirit of 
modem nobility, but it is hard to cure the prejudice 
of education. I have made your compliments to 
Mr. Pulteney, who is very much your hum\>W 
servant. I have not seen the doctor, and api.Qot 
likely to see his Rouen brother very soon ; for he is 
gone to China. Mr. Pope told me, he had ac- 
quainted the doctor with the misfortune of the 
sour hermitage. My lord Oxford told me, he %t 
present could match yours, and from the same 
person. The doctor was touched with yQur disap- 
pointment, and has promised to repciesent this a:$iir 

K 2 Aa 
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to his brother, at hin return fix)m China, I assure 
you too, for all your gibes, that I wish you heartily 
good wine, though 1 Can drink none myself. When 
lord Bolingbroke is in town, he lodges at Mr. Chet- 
wyndis, in Dover-street. I do not know how to 
direct to him in the country. I have been ex- 
tremely taken up of late in settling a steward's 
account. I am endeavouring to do all the justice 
and service I can for a friend ; so I am sure yott 
will think I am well employed. Upon this occa- 
sion, I now and then have seen Jo. Ta}'^lor, who 
says he has a demand upon you for rent, you hacv* 
ing taken his house in the country, and he being 
determined not to let it to any body else : and he 
thinks it but reasonable, tliat you should either 
come and live hfi it, or pay your rent, I neither 
ride nor walk ; but I design to do both this monthJ^^ 
and to become a laudable practitioner. 

The duchess wishes she had seen you, and thinks 
you were in the wrong to hide yourself, and peep 
through the window, that day she came to Mr. 
Pope*j5. The duke too is obliged to you for youif 
good opinion, and is your humble servant. If I 
Were to write, I am afraid I should again incur the 
displeasure of my superiors. I cannot for my life 
think so well of them as they themselves think 
thgr deserve. If you have a very great mind to 
please the duchessj and at the same time to please 
me, I wish you would write a letter to. her, to send 
to her brother, lord Cornbury, to advise him in his 
travels ^ for, she says, she would take your advice 
rather than mine ; and she remembers, that you 
told her in the park, that yoii loved and honoured 
her family* You always insisted uppn a lady's 

making 
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making advances to you ; I do not know whether 
you will think this declaration sufficient. Then 
too, when you were in England, she writ a letter 
to you, and I have been often blamed since for not 
delivering it. 

. Tlie day the pension bill was thrown out of the 
House of Lords, lord Bathurst spoke with great ap- 
plause. I have not time to go to Mr. Pope's : in 
a day or two very probably I shall see him, and 
acquaint him about the usquebaugh. I will. not 
embezzle your interest money ; though, by looking 
upon accounts, I see how money may be embezzled. 
As to my being engaged in an affair of this kind, I 
say nothing for myself, but that I will do all I can : 
for the rest I leave Jo. Taylor to speak for me. To- 
day I dine with alderman Barber, the present sheriff^ 
who holds his feast in the city. Does not Chartres's 
misfcMtunes * grieve you ? For that great man is likely 
to save his life, and lose some of his money. A very 
hard case ! 

P. S. I am just now come from the alderman^s 
feast, who had a very fine dinner, and a very fine 
appearance of company. 

Tlie post is just going away. 

* He was coDdcmoed at the Old BaUey, F^b. S7> 179^30, 
?or a rape. 9* 
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FROM MR. POPE AND LORD 
BOLINGBROKE. 

APRIL 12, 1730. 

X HIS is a letter extraordinary, to do and say 
nothing but recommend to you (as a clergymanj, 
and a charitable one) a pious and a good work* 
and for a good and an honest man : moreover, he 
is above seventy, and poor, whifch you might think 
included in the word honest. I shall think it a 
kindness done myself if you can propagate Mr. 
W^sleyV subscription for his Commentary on Job ♦ 
among your divines, (bishops excepted, of whom 
there is no hope) and among such as are believers, 
6r readers of scripture. Even the curious may find 
something to please them, if they scorn to be edi- 
ted. It has been the labour of eight years of this 
Ifeifhed man's life ; I call him what he is, a learned 
man, and I engage you will approve his prose more 
tfhah you formerly could his poetry. Lord Boling<» 
hibke is a fiivourer of it, and allows you to do 
your best to serve an old tory, and a sufferer for 
the church of England, though you are a whig as 
Jam*f*. 

We have here some verses in your name, which 
I am angry at. Sure you would not use me so ill as 
to flatter me. I therefore th;nk it is some other weak 
Irishman. 

P. S. I did not take the pen out of Pope's hands, 
1 protest to you. But since he will not fill the 

** For some account of this work see the Anecdotes of 
Mr. Eowyer. N. 
t Thisjnigbt have ^ym 9^ hmi to I}r. Johnison. N. 

i[emaind§|^ 



remainder of the page, I think I may without 
<^[ence. I seek no epistplaiy fame^. but am a good 
deal pleased to think, that it .will be known here* 
after- that you and I lived in the most friendly 
intimacy tc^ther *. PHny writ his letters for thQ 
public 'f', so did Seneca, so did Balsac, Voiture, &c. 
Tully did not, and therefore these give us mor^ 
pleasure than any which have come down to us 
from antiquity. When we read them, we pry 
intD a secret which was intended to be kept from 
Us. That is a pleasure. We see Cato, and Brutus^ 
and Pompey, and others, such as they really wer^ 
and not such as the gaping multitude of their own 
age, took them to be, or as historians and poets have 
represented them to ours. That is another plea- 
sure. I remember to have seen a procession at 
Aix la Chapelle, wherein an image of Charlemagne 
is carried on the shoulders of a man, - who is hid by 
the long robe of the imperial saint. Follow him 
into the Vestry, you see the bearer slip from under 
the robe, apd the gigantic figure dwindles int6 aR 
image of the ordinary size, and is set by ainong 
other lumber. I agree much with Pope, that our 
cUmate is ratlier better than that you are in, and 
perhaps your public spirit would be less grieved, 
or oftener comforted, here than there. Come to 
us therefore on a visit at least. It will not be the 
&ult of several persons here, if you do not come to 
live with us. But great good will, and little power, 

* In writing with Pope and Swift, he seems at times to have 
caught something of their cant-, but he is notwithstanding a 
much better kttter-writer than either. Bowles. • . 

f A Just and sensible criticism on epistolary writings, whick 
we should bear in our minds while we are reading this collectioo. 
of J,»ett€xs. Dr. Warton. . / 
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produce such slow and feeble effects as can be ac^ 
^ceptable to heaven alone, and heavenly men.— I 
know you will be angry with me if I say nothing 
to you ^f a poor woman, who is still on the other 
side of the water in a most languishing state of 
health. If she regains strength enough to come 
over, (and she is better within these few weeks) I shall 
nurse her in this farm with all the care and \tender-' 
ness possible. If she does not, I must pay her the 
last duty of friendship wherever she is, though I. 
break through the whole plan of life which I have 
formed in mv mind.' Adieu. 

I am most faithfully and affectionately yours. 



I . I 



My 



TO tADY WORSLEY*. 

MADAM, APRIL 1^, 17S0* 

lady Carteret (if you know such a lady) com- 
mands me to pursue my own inclination ; which is, 
to honour myself with writing you a letter; and 
thereby endeavouring to preserve myself in your 
memory, in spite of an acquaintance of more years 
than, in regard to my own reputation as a young 
gentleman, I care to recollect. I forget whether I 
had not some reasons to be angry with your ladyship^ 
when I was last in England. I hope to see y^u very 
soon the youngest great-gr^dniother in £m*ope: 

* Frances lafly Woralcy, <Hi!y daughter of Thomas lord vis- 
eount Weymouthj ivas the lady of sir Robert Worsley^ bart. and 
inother to Fra^oices l^dy Carteret, She is frequently mentioned 
^tb great respect by JOr. Swift N. 

and 



#* 
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knd fifteen years hence (which I shall have nothing 
to do with) you will be at the amusement of " Rise 
up, daughter, &c/' You are to answer this letter ; 
and to inform me of your health and humour ; and 
wKettier you like your daugliter better or worse, 
after having so long conversed witli the Irish world, 
and so little with me. Tell me what are your 
amusements at present ; cards, court, books, visit- 
ing, or fondling (I humbly beg your ladyship's par- 
don, but it is between ourselves) your grandchil- 
dren? My lady Carteret has been the best queen 
we have known in L'eland these many years ; yd: 
is she mortally hated by all the young girls, because 
(and it is your fault) she is handsomer than all of 
them together. Pray, do not insult poor Ireland on 
this occasion ; for it would have been exactly the 
isame thing in London. And therefore I shall ad- 
vise the king, when I go next to England, to send . 
no more of her sort (if such another can be found) 
for fear of turning all his loyal female subjects here \ 
against him. 

How is our old friend Mrs. Barton * ? (I forgi^ 
her new name.) I saw her three years ago, at courti 
almost dwindled to an echo, and hardly knew her; 

* This bdy, the widow of colonel Barton, and niece to sir 
Isaac Newton, was a distinguished beauty, "and is celebrated fa 
three different poems in the 5th volume of Diyden*s MlscdlaniflSk 
In her widowhood, she was entertained by lord HaU&x« who 
was very liberal to her at his death. She afterward married 
Mr. Conduitt, who succeeded to sir Isaac Newton*s office in tbc^ 
mint 3 and by this latter match had a daughter, who waa married 
to lord Lempster. llie Dean's friendship with this lady a|^)ean 
throughout the Journal to SteUa ; and is acknovdedged by Mrs. 
Conduitt, in a letter printed In Vol. XIII. dated Nov. 29, 
1733. N. 
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lyhile your eyes dazzled me as much as when T first 
met tliem ; which, considering myself^ is a greater 
compliment than you are aware of. I wish yoa 
may have grace to find it. 

My lady Carteret has made me a present, wl^dt 
I take tb be malicious, with a design to stand in 
your place. Therefore I would have you to provide 
against it by another^ and something of your own 
work, as hers is. For you know I always expect 
advances and pi-esents from ladies. Neither was I 
ever deceived in this last article by any of your sex 
but the queen, whom I taxed three years ago with 
a present of ten pounds value. Upon taking my 
leave, she said, ^^ She intended a medal for me^ 
but it was not finished.** I afterward sent her, on 
her own commands, about five and thirty pounds 
worth of silk, for herself and the princesses ; but 
never received the medal to this day. Tlierefore, 
I will trust your sex no more. You are to prfrf 
sent my most humble service to my old friend 
sir Robert Worsley. I hope my friend H^^rry h 
well, aiid fattening in the sun, and continuing a 
bachelor, to enrich the poor Worsley family. 

I command you to believe me to be, with th© 
greatest truth and respect, &c. 

JON. SWIFT, 
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FROM LORD BATHURST. 

DEAR DEAN, JUNE 30, 1730, 

1 RECEIVED a letter from you some time ago 
Mliich gave me infinite pleasure ; and I was going 
to return you an answer immediately : but when I 
sat down to write, I found my thoughts rolled upon 
the trifles, which fill the scene of life in thtft busy, 
senseless place, where I then was * ; and thou^ I 
had nothing to do there, at least nothing worth 
doing, and time lay upon my hands, I was resolved 
to defer writing to you, till I could clear my head 
from that rubbish which every one must contract 
in that place. I cannot but fancy, if one of our 
Keads were dissected after passing a winter's cam- 
paign there, it would appear just lite a pamphlet 
shop : you would see a collection of treaties, a bundle 
of farces, a parcel of encomiums, another of satires^ 
speeches, novels, sermons, bawdy songs, addresses, 
epigrams, proclamations, poems, divinity-lectures, 
quack bills, historical accounts, fables, and God 
knows what. 

The moment I got down here, I found myself 
quite clear from all those affairs : but really, the 
hurry of business which came upon me after a state 
of idleness for six months, must excuse me to you. 
Here I am absolute monarch of a circle of above a 
mile round, at least one hundred acres of ground, 
which (to speak in the style of one of your country- 
men) is very populous in €a|±le, fish, and fowl. 

* Londoa N^ * 

To 
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To enjoy this power, which I relish extrcmeljr, 
a»d regulate this dominion, which I prefer to any 
other, has taken up my time from morning to night. 
There are Yahoos in the neighbourhood ; but 
having read in histoiy, that the southern part of 
Britain was long defended against tlae Picts by a 
wall> I have fortified my territories all round. 
TThat wise people the Chinese, you know, did the 
same thing to defend themselves against the Tartars. 
Now I think of it> as this letter is to be sent to you, 
it will certainly be opened ; and I shall have some 
observations made upon it, beca,use I am within 
three miles of a certain castle. Therefore I do 
iereby declare, that nothing herein contained shall 
^xtend^ or be construed to extend, so far: and 
ferthermore, I think myself in honour bound to 
acknowledge^ that under our present just and 
prudent ministry, I do not fear the least mo- 
festation from that quarter. Neither are the forti- 
fications aforementioned in any wise designed to 
l:eep them out ; for I am well satisfied they can 
break through much stronger fences than these, if 
they should have a mind to it, Obg^re bow na- 
turally power and dominion are attended with fear 
and precaution.^ When I am in the herd, I have as 
' little of it about me as any body ; but now that I 
am in the midst of my own dominions, I think of 
nothing but preserving them, and grow fearful lest 
a certain great man should take a fancy to them, 
^nd transport them into Norfolk *, to place them 
as an island in one of his new-made fish-ponds. 
Or^ if you take this for too proud a thought, I 

* To Houghton, the seat of or Robwt Walpok. B. 

win 
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tvill only suppose it to be hung out under a great 
bow-window. 

In either case I must confess to you, that I da 
not like it. In the iirst place, I am not sure his 
new-made ground may hold good: in the latter 
ease, I have some reason to doubt the foundations 
of his house are not so solid as he may imagine. 
Now, therefore, I am not so much in the wrong as 
you may conceive, to desire that my territoiy may 
remain where it is : for, though I know you could 
urge many ai^uments to show the advantages f 
might reap by being so near him, yet I hold it as a 
maxim, that he who is contented with what he has, 
ought not to nsk that, even tliough he should have 
a chance to augment it in any proportion. I 
learned this from our friend Erasmus; and the 
corrupt notions, that money is power, arid there-* 
fore every man ought to get as much as he can, in 
order to create more power to himself, have no 
weight with me. 

But now, to begin my letter to you, I have re- 

T!eived four bottles of usquebaugh, and sent three of 

Ihem to Mr. Pope ; so that I have detained only 

one for myself. I do not believe such an instance 

of honesty, punctuality, disinterestedness, and 

self-denial, can be given in this age. Tlie whole 

l)eing in my power, I have withheld but the 

quarter part. I expect, if ever I come to be a 

gfeat man, you will write a vindication of me, 

whether I am aspersed or not. Till then, I remain 

yqnr most faithful and moat obedient servant. 
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FROM MR. GAY. 

DEAR SIR, AMESBURY, JULY 4, 17^0. 

X O U tell me, that I have put myself out of the 
way of all my old acquaintance, so that unless I 
tear from you, I can know nothing of you. Is it 
not barbarous then to leave me so long without 
writing ,one word to me ? If you will not write to 
me for my sake, methinks you might write for your 
own. How do you know what is become of your 
money ? If you had drawn upon me when I ex- 
pected it, you might have had your money, for I 
was then in town ; but I am now at Amesbury, at 
the duke of Queensberry's. The duchess sends 
you her services. I wish you were here : I fancy 
you would like her and the place. You might 
fency yourself at home ; for we have a cathedral 
near us, where you might find a bishop of the same 
name*. You might ride uppn the downs> and 
write conjectures upon Stonehenge. We are but 
five and twenty miles frdm the Bath ; and I was 
told this very evening by General Dormer, (who is 
here) that he heard somewhere or other, thait you 
had some intentions of coming there the latter 
seasoti^ I wish any thing would bring us together, 
but your want of health. I have left off wiiie and 
writing ; for I really tliink^ that man must be a bold 
writer, who trusts to wit without it. I took your 

* Dr. Bei\|9inin Hoadly> bisliq) of SaliiSbaiy, v^hose brother. 
Dr. John Hotidfy, succeeded archlnshop K^ in Ihfs see dT 

advice; 
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advice ; and some time ago took to love^ and made 
some advances to the lady you sent me to in 
Soho, but I met no return ; so I have given up all 
thoughts of it, and have now no pursuit or amuse- 
ment. A state of indolence is what I do not like : 
it is what I would not choose. I am not thinking 
of a court, or preferment : for I think the lady I 
live with is my friend, so that I am at the height of 
my ambition. You have often told me, there is a 
•Ikne of life, that every one wishes iov isome setde- 
'ment of his own. I have frequently that feeling 
about me, but I fency it will hardly ever be my lot; 
fio that I will endeavour to pass away life as agreeably 
as I can, in the way I am. I often vnih to be with 
you, or you witfi me ; and I believe you think I 
«ay true. I am determined to write to you, though 
those dirty fellows of the post-office do cead my 
letters: for, since I saw you, I am grown of that 
'Consequence to b6 obnoxious to the men I despise; 
io that it is very probable in their hearts they think 
me an honest man. I have heard froni Mr. Pope 
-but once since I left London : I was sorry I saw 
'him so seldom, but I had business, that kept me 
'from him. I often wish we were together again. 
If you will not write^ come. I am, dear sir. 

Yours most sincerely and affectionately. 
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FROM THE K\RL OP OXFORD. 

REV. SIR^ DOVER STREET, JULY 15, IJSQ- 

JVL R. Clayton telling me he was going for Ireland, 
I could not forbear sending you a few lines by him, 
. although I may punish you ; yet it is so great a plea- 
sure to me to think of you, and to converse witii 
you even in this manner, that I must expect you 
will be so good as to forgive the trouble tliis gives 
you. 

I do not know what notions you entertain of i» 
here ; I fear and believe you are in a very bad way : 
this is my thought, that devoured we certainly shall 
be^ but only this will be the difference, we shall 
have that great favour and instance of mercy, th^t 
we shall have the honour to follow you, and be the 
last devoured ; and though tliis is so plain, and that 
demonstrable, yet we have so many unthinking, 
unaccountable puppies among us, that to them 
every thing seems to go well as it should do ; and 
are so pleased witli this thought, or rather do not 
think at all, that it is in vain to say any thin^ to 
tbem* This is a very disagreeable subject, and I 
will therefore leave it. 

My wife is, I thank God, pretty well : her 
/Stomach is rather better than it was ; Peggy is very 
well : both desire you will accept of their humble 
service. You mention your law affairs : I know so 
much of that sort of people called lawyers, that I 
pity most heartily any one that is obliged to be 

conceme4 
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ttEMicetned iirith tibem: if you are not already^ I 
kope you' will be soon safe out of their hands. 

< I suppose master i Whaley is, by' this time^ got 
life' to his. Kvingv sind enjojdi^ the fruit of his 
victory, peace andi quietness. I believe he has 
eniMigh of law^ cS kwyers, and of lords both spi» 
titiial and temporal. - * I hope he is well : ' if you see 
hiih> my service to him; . 

. I wish you would come orer here,, that we might 
lunre the pleasure of' seeing you* Why should you 
not 1 pasa the winter here ? I should think it would 
be more agreeable to you than wheite you are; 

Lord Bathurst has had a feVer; but he is noW 
wdl again. Pope I salv • yesterday ; he is. pretty 
irelL I am> wi^ true resped: and esteem^ sir^ 
Your most aflfectionkte humble servant, 

OXFORD* 



mBmessamm^sm 



FROM JjORD bathurst. 

DEAR SIR, CIRENCESTER, SEPT. 9, 1730* 

\ OU. have taken all the precaution, which a rea^ 
sonable man could possibly take, to break off an 
impertinent correspondence, and yet it will not do« 
One must be more stupid than a Dutch burgomaster^ 
not to see through the design of the last letter. '' I 
•faow^ your letters to our Irish wits. One of 
tjiam is going to write a treatise of English buUg 
ipd blunders.'' And for farther security, you add 
it last^ ^^ I am going to take a progreta^ God knows 
you XH. I^ vftxet^> 
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{rhet^ and ahall not: be back f^in, Gdd kxixm9 
when.**. I have given you a reasonable breading 
tmie^ and now, I must at you again. I receive so 
much, pleasure in reading your letters, that, aoconk' 
i^ng to the usual good nature and justice of mankind, 
I can dispense with the tronblejl give you in reading 
mine. But af you, grow obstinate, and would not 
answer, I will plague and pester you, and do all I 
can to vex you. I will take your works to pieties, 
and show you, that they are all borrowed or stolen. 
Have you not stolen the sweetness of yonir numbers 
from Dryden and Waller'? Have not yoti^ bonowed 
thoughts from Virgil and Horace ? At kast, I am 
sore 1 have sten something like them in those bookv. 
As to;3rour prose writing^ which .they make such a. 
noise about, they are oi^^aomie littleiimprotvements 
upon the ^hiAnour you have stolen from Miguel de 
Cervantes and Rabelais. Well, but the style — a 
great matter indeed, for an Englishman to value 
himself upon, that Ticcaii write English : why, I 
write English too, but it is in another style. 

But I would not forget your political tracts. You 
may say, that you haVe venAired yt)ur""&rs at one 
time^ and your neck at another, for the good of 
* your country. Why, that other people have done 
in another manner, upon less occasion, and are not 
at all proud of it. You have overturned and sup^ 
ported ministers; you have set kingdoms iti 
flame by your peh. Pray, what is there in that> 
but having the knack of hitting the passions of 
mankind ? Widi tiiat alone, and a little knowledge 
of ancient and modem history, and seeing a littM 
farther into the inside of things than the generality 
%ff metif you iMVfi made this bustle. There is no 

. wit 
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wit in any of them : I have read them all over, and 
do not remember aiiy of those pretty flowers, those 
just antitheses, which one meets with so frequently 
in the French writers; none of those clever turns 
upon words, nor those apt quotations out of Latin 
authors, which the writers of the last age among us 
tbounded in ; none of those pretty similies, which 
some of our modem authors adorn their works with, 
that ate not only a little like the thing they would 
illustrate, but are also like twenty other things. In 
short, as often as I have read any of your tracts, I 
haVe been so tired with them, that I » have never 
been esoFf till I got to the end of them. I have 
found my brain heated, my imagination fired, just 
as if I was drunk. A pretty thing indeed for one of 
your gown to value himself upon, that with sitting 
istiU an hout in his study, he has often made three 
kingdoms drunk at once. 

I have twenty other points to maul you upon, if 
you provoke me ; but if you are civil and good-* 
natured, and will send me a long, a very long letter, 
in answer to this, I will let you alone a good 
while. Well, adieu. If I had had a better pen, 
I can tell you, that I should not have concluded 
so soon.' 



JU 9 
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FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN*. (,/ 

liONDON, SEPT. 19, 1 




jHaD I not been retired, jntp the country, ypoiY 
shquld have been answered long ago. As. tp your 
poetess, I am her obliged servant, and m^st cpnfet* 
the fact ji^ just as you state it. It i& very trqe J was 
gaming ; a£Kl upon the dapper youth's deli,v^gic(g me 
a paper, which I just open^ j , foi^n/di tjxigy vrj^ 
versus 9 so 4vttiK them into ifiy .jpopket^ ^4 th^:^ 
truly vthey.iyi^r:^. kept excee^g.pfivatej fo^ Ics^li* 
not accufie i^y^lf of showing them ;|;f i^moj^t^ 
Bi,rt let me. as^iire you, it W9s not ou^pf . ^^od^^^ 
Wip great.. hfl|]^, Ithat tb$ author wiydd ha^ire ^ir 
vulged them ; which, you know, ;WQu|(} haijg Ipiobe^ 
^cent^ tiian; : trupf^petjng my. py^ : fenie. . j^ut it 
sfpms pnhapqpily .yve .w?re both IjsLt, and. judged 
wrpiigof €pcV.9t)ier.v: However §iiice you dpsixeit| 
ypu miiy l^ very sure she should ncft fail of my ep- 
tfeaties to his grace . of Dorset j^f her, though yo^ 
hav^T)^ yet le^^ m$^ ii^the secgf^^what her request 
is : so till my lord Carteret does his part, or. .t)ut I 
hear from you again, it will be but a blind sort of a 
petition. I have not seen his grace this great while, 
and he is now at Windsor, and I choose rather to 

speak to him on all accounts, having not so fine a 

■ . . * 

* Daughter of the earl of Berkeley, one of the lords justices 
of Ireland in 1699, with whom Dr. Swift went over as chaplain ^ 
and private secretary. She married sir John Germain, bart^ of 
Drayton, in Northamptonshire. See in vol. XVL the '^ Ballad on 
the Game of TraflS^k/ aa4 !' The Cutpuree/; N. 

-, t talent 
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talent at writing, as that lord's lady; and whether 
just or no, I will not attempt disputing with her 
ladyship. But as yon are commonly esteemed by 
libose who pretend to know you, to have a tolerable 
ih^re of honesty and brains, I do. not question 
your doing what is right by him ; nor his paying 
ytMi all the civility and kindness you can desire. 
Nor will I hope their influence ever can make him 
do otherwise, though he has the unfashionable 
quality of esteeming his old friends'; but however 
partial to them, yet not to be biassed against his 
own setise and judgment. The consequence of this 
I hope, will be your coming to England, and meet- 
ing often with him, (in lady Betty's chaiipber*) 
where th« " happy composition •f-'* should exert 
her skill \xt ordering dinner; and I. would not mis- 
take oil of amber for the spirit of it, but continue as 
I ever was, your sincere friend, as well as faithful 
humble servant, 

E. GERMAIN. 

* AIiiidi% to the first line in Frances Harris's petition. H. 

f This expression alhides to the last verse of Swift's '' Receipt 
to form a Beauty/* 

*' And caird the happy composition Floyd.** 

Biddy Floyd is mentiiined in the Ballad on the Game of 
Traffick, as being one^ of the party at lord Berkeley's, and at 
tbte time jived with lady Betty. H. 
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FROM MR. GAY. 

DEAR SIR, AMESBURY, NOV 8, 1 730^ 

S. 
O you ^re determined never tx> write to me again ; 

but, for all that, you shall not make me hold my 
tongue. You shall hear firom me (the post-offio? 
willing) whether you will or not. I see none of th^ 
^Iks you correspond with, so that I am forced to 
pick up ijitelligje^ce ^nc^ming you as J can; 
which has been so very little, that I am resolved to 
make my complaints to you as ^ friend, who I know 
Joves to relieve the distressed : and in the circum- 
^tanceis I am in, where should I ppply* but to my 
best friend ? Mr. Pope indeed, uppn piy fr^uent 
inquiries, Jias told me that the letters which are 
directed to him concern me as much gs himself; hut 
wh^t you say of yqufself, or of me, pr to me, I 
know nothing at all. Lord Carteret lyas here yes- 
terday, in his return from the Isle of Wight, 
where he had been a shooting, and left seven 
pheasants witl) us. He went this morning to the 
Bath, to lady Carteret, who is perfectly recovered. 
He talked of you three hours last night, and told 
me that you talk of me: I mean, that you are 
prodigiously in his favour, us he says ; and I he-r 
lieve that I am in yours; for I know you to be a 
just and equitable person, and it is but my due. 
He seemed tq take to me, which may proceed from 
your recommendation; though, indeed, there is 
another reason for it, for he is now out of employ^ 
ment, and my friends hftve been generally of tliat 



8brt: for^ I take to them^ as being nataraHy rh 
dined to those who can do no mischief. P^y^ do 
you come to England this year ? He thinks you 
do. I wish you would ; and so does the duchess of 
Queensberry, What would you have more to in* 
duce you ? Your money cries, come spend me : 
and yolir friends cry, come see me. I have been 
treated barbarously by you. If you knew how 
often I talk of you, how^often I think of you, you 
Would now and then direct a letter, to. n|^ and I 
would allow Mr. Pope, to have his share in it. Jh 
short, I do not care to keep any mai>'s money, that 
serves me so. Love or money I mi|st have ; and if 
you will not let me have the comfort of the one^ I 
think I must endeavour to get a little cqmjfort by 
spending some of the other. I must beg jtb^t you 
will call at Amesbury, in your way to London ; for 
I have many tilings to say to you \ and I can assure 
you, you will be welcome to a three-pronged fork. 
I remember your prescription, and I do ride upon 
' the downs ; and at present I have no asthuia. I 
have killed five brace of partridges, and four brace 
and a half of quails : and I do not envy either sir 
Robert or Stephen Duck, who is the favourite poet 
of the court *. I hear sometimes from P(^,' and 
from scarce any body jelse. Were I to live ever so 
long, I believe I should never think of London ; 
but I cannot help thinking of you. Were you 
here, I coujd.t^lk to you, but I woujd jjo^t ; for 

* Stephen Duck« a poor thresher, having written some 
I'erses, they wejre showiji to Queen Caroline -, wlio made him her 
library-keeper M Richmond. He afterward took orders, and 
was preferred to a living, but growing melancholy^ he at last 
4rowned liimself. H. 
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ym shall have all your shabe of talk *, which waa 
never allowed yo^ at Twickenham. You kuow this 
was a griev^ce you often complained of; and m, 
in revenge, you make me write all, and answer 
nothing. I beg my compliments to Dr. Delany, 
I am^ dear sir, yours most affectionately, 

J, GAY, 

« 

I ended the letter as above, to go to the duchessn 
And she told me, I might go down, and come a 
i^uarter of an hour hence, I had a design to have 
Akked her to sign the invitation, that I have made 
ytml As I do not know how much she may have 
ib say to you, I think it will be prudent to leave 
iffy tfiat she riiay not be stinted for want of room. 
So much I will say, that whether she signs it or 
liot, both' the duke and duchess would be very glad 
you would come to Amesbury ; and you must b^; 
persuaded^ that I say this without the least private 
view. For, what is it to me whether you come or 
-not? For I can write to you, you know. ' 

P.S. BY THE DUCHESS OF QUJIENSBERRY, 

I. would fain have you come, I cannot say ypu will 

be welcome ; for I do not know you, and perhapf 

I sh^ll not like you ; but if I do not, (unless you 

pge a very vain persoii) you shj^l know my 

^oughts as soon as I do myself. * . 

* Mr. Gb^ was reserved in )i|8 conversatioa H, 
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TO MR. GAY. 



. « * • 



DUBLIN, NOV. 10, 1730, 

When my lord ; Peterborough, in the queen^t 
time, went abroad u^p his embassies, the ministry- 
told me, that he was such a vagrant, they were 
forced to write at him by guess, because they knew 
apt where to write to him. This is my case with 
you ; sometimes in Scotland, sometimes at Ham-> 
walks, sometimes God knows where. You are a 
man of business, and not at leisure for insignificant 
correspondence. .It w^ts I got you the employment 
of being my Iprd dukje's premier ministre : for his 
grace having heard how good a manager you were 
of my revenue, tliought you fit to be entrusted with 
ten talents. I have had twenty times a strong in- 
clination to spend a summer near Salisbury down^ 
having rid over them more than oiice, and with a 
young parson of Salisbury reckoned twice the stones 
of Stonehenge, which are either ninety-two or 
nkiety-three. I desire to present my most humble 
acknowledgements to my lady duchess in return of 
her civility. Lhear an ill thing, that she is matrt 
pulchrajilia pulchrior : I never saw her since she 
was a girl, and would be angry she should excel her 
mother, who was long my principal goddess. I 
desire you will tell her grace, that the ill manage- 
ment of forks is not to be helped when they are 
only bidential, which happens in all poor houses, 
especially those of poets ; upon which account a 
J^ftife was »bsolutel^ necessary at Mr, Pope's, where 
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it was morally impossible, with a bidential fork, to 
convey a morsel of beef, with the incumbrance of 
mustard and turnips, into yoiyr mouth at once* 
And her grace hath cost me thirty pounds to provide 
tridents for fear of offending her, which sum I 
desire she will please to return me. — I am sick 
-enough to go to the Bath, but have not heard it will 
be good for my disorder. I have a strong mind to 
ispend my two hundred pounds next summer in 
France : I am glad I have it, for there is hardly 
^wice that sum left in this kingdom. You want no 
-lettlement (I CftU the family where you live, and 
•ithe foot you are upon, a settlement) till you in- 
crease your fortune to what will support you with 
lease and plenty, a good house and a garden* The 
want of this I much dread for you s for I iiave often 
known a she cousin of a good family and small 
fortune, passing months among all her relations, 
living in plenty, and taking her circles, till she 
grew an old maid, and every body weary of her. 
^r. Pope complains of seldom seeing you : but the 
evil is unavoidable, for different circumstances of 
life have always separated those whom friendship 
ivill join : God hath taken care of this, to prevent 
miy progress toward real happiness here, which 
\iFoutd make life more desirable, and death too 
dreadful. I hope ^ou have now one advantage that 
you alwa}ns wanted Jiefore, and the want of which 
inade your friends as uneasy as it did yourself ; I 
mean the removal of that solicitude about your own 
mfl&irs, which perpetually filled your thoughts, and 
disturbed your conversation. For if it be true what 
Mr. Pope seriously tells me, you will have oppor- 
tunity pf paving every groat of the interest yon re- 
' ceive; 



\ 
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IDet!^; and so by the time he and you grow weaiy 
t)f each other^ you will be able to pass the rest of 
yotir wineless life in ease and plenty ; with the ad* 
ditional triumphal comfort of never having received 
a penny from tiiose tasteless ungrateful people from 
whom you deserved so much^ and who deserve no 
better geniuses than those by whom they are cele- 
brated. — If you see Mr. C«sar, present my humble 
service to him, and let him know that the scnlb 
libel printed against me here, and reprinted in 
LfOndon, for which he showed a kind concern to a 
friend of us both, was written by myself, and sent 
to a whig printer ; it was in the style and genius cS 
sufbh scoundrels, when the humour of libelling, ran 
in this strain against a friend of mine whom yoa 
]f^now* But my paper is ended. 

JON. SWIFT. 



TO LORD CHESTERFIELD*. 

MY LORD, NOV. 10, l/SO, 

J WAS positively advised by a friend, whose 
opinion has much weight with me, and who has a^, 

* Philip Dormer Stanhope, eari of Chesterfield^ baron Stan- 
liope of Shelford, was born Sept. Q^, 1694 ; succeeded to those 
titles, Jan. ^7, 17^5-6 ; was elected knight of the garter» May 
l&, 1730 : soon after made lord steward of his ma^jesty*8 house* 
hxM, and ambassador extraordinary end plenipotentiary to the 
Btates General ; and in 1745 appointed lord lieutenant of Ireland 
He died March 23, 1773.— His loitlship had long been cele^ 
brated, not only as an el^ant wri^ himsdf, but as one of the 
finreiites^ eacouragcrs of polite learning. The most eminent of 



great venerattc^ - for yt)ur ; lordship^ .to venture «. 
letter of solicitation, t and it is the first requeat fiS 
tiii» )und that I et^r made^ since the. public 
]change» in times^ persons^ measures, and opinioiu^ 
dbroye me into distance and obscurity. 

There is an honest man, whos^ name is Launcelot ; 
he has been long a servant to my lord Sussex : h^ 
itiarried a relation of mine, a widow, with a tOr 
lerable jointure ; which, depending upon a lease 
l^bich the duke of Grafton suffered to expiiie about 
thi^ years ago, sunk half her little fortune. Mf • 
Launcelot had many promises from the duke of 
'Dofsety while his grace held that office, which \% 
Tf^QW in yout lordship * ; but they all &iled, aflter 
Uie usual fate that the bulk of court suitors must 
expect. 

I am very Bensihie that I have no mamaer of 
claim to the least favour from your lordship, whom 
I have hardly the honour to be known to, although 
you were always pleased to treat me with much'bu-- 
inanity, and with more distinction than I could 
pretend tp deserve. I am likewise conscious of that 
demerit which I have largely shared with all those 
wJjMj concerned themselves in a court and ministry, 
^hose maxims and proceedings have been ever 
«ince so. much exploded. But your lordship will 
^rant me leave to say, that i^ those times, wh^ 

Us writings ar& the JiCtters to his Son> printed^ after Im 
lordship's death> fixmi the originals in the possession of Mis. 
Eugenia Stanhope^ widow to the young gentleman to whom 
they were addressed. His lordship^e miscellaneous works, a 
YakiitUe collection of his letters, and memoirs of his H$s, wer« 
l^o published by Dr. Maty. N. 
* iUwd Steward «f the lung's household. N. 
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persons of the ejected party came to court, and 
e of tolerable consequence, liiey never failed to 
3eed in any reasonable request they made for a 
id. And when I sometimes added my poor so- 
ations, I used to quote the then ministei^ k 
lage in the Gospel, " The poor" (meaning their 
I dependents) " you have always with you/' ^c, 
"his is the strongest argument I have to entreat 
r lordship's favour for Laimcelot, who is a per- 
ly honest man, and as loyal as you could msK. 
wife, my near relation, has be^ my favouiite 
1 her youth, and as deserving as it is possible fiar 
of her level. It is understood, that some little 
iloyments about the court may be often in your 
ship's disposal ; and that my lord Sussex will 
Mr* Launcelot the character he deserves : and 
I let my petition be (to speak in my own trade) 
drop in the bucket." 

.emember, my lord, that although this letter 

io»-- ^ , ^ v^ - , • ° 

ppg, yet what particularly concerns my request 
lit of a few lines. 

snail not cotigratulate with your lorfship upon 
bf your present great employments, or upon tlie 
test that can possibly be given to you ; because 
are' one of those very few who do more honour 
. court, that you can possibly receive from it ; 
jn . I takje to be a greater compliment to any 
t than it is to your lordship. 

I am, my lord, ^c. 

JON. swift; 



•T •> 
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FROM DR- ARBUTHNOT *• 

DEAR SIR^ 

X HE passage in Mr: Pope's letter about your 
health does not alarm me : both of us have had the 
distemper these thirty years. I have found that 
^teel, the warm gums^ and the bark, all do good in 
it. Therefore, first take the vomit A ; then, every 
day, the quantity of a nutmeg, in the morning, of 
tlje electuary, marked B ; with five spoonfuls of the 
tincture marked D. Take the tincture, but not the 
electuary, in the afternoon. You' may take one of 
the pills marked C, at any tune when you are 
troubled with it ; or thirty of the drops marked E, 
in any vehicle, even water. I had a servant of nay 
own, that was cured merely with vomiting. Ther^ 
is another medicine not mentioned, which you may 
try; the pulvis rad. Valerianae sylvestris, abbi^t a 
scruple of it twice a day. How came you to V&e it 
in your head, that I was queen*s physician ? . Wheii 
I am so, you shall be a bishop, or any thing you 
have a mind to. Pope is now the great reigning 
poetical favourite. Your lord lieutenant «f has a 
inind to be well with you. Lady Betty Germain 
complains you have not writ to her since she wrote 
to you. I have showed as much civility tp Mrs* 
Barber as I could^ and she likewise to me. I have 
no more paper, but what serves to tell you, that I 
wn, with great sincerity. 

Your most faithful humble servant, 

J. ARBUTHNOT. 

* Endorsed, ''Received Nov. 13, 1730;' H. 
t Tliedukeo(I>c»«et H. 

I recom^ 
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i reoommended Dr, Helsham to be physician to- 
the lord lieutenant. I know not what effect it will 
have. My respects to him atid Dr. Delany. 

A. 

P; pulv. rad. ijpecacoanae^ 3j. 

B. . 
Pr conserv. flavedin. aurant. absynth. Rom. ana ^yj. 
, mb^n. martis in pollin. redact. 3Piij« syrup^ e 
^ succo kermes, q. s. ;.- , 

1^ as. foetid. 5ij« tinctur. castor, q. s, M. fiant pilulae 
xxiv. * . . . ; 

D. 
P: cortic. peruviani elect, rubign. martis an^ si% 
digere tepid^ in vini alb. Gallic, jbij per 24 hoj»s,; 
postea fiat colatura. 

E. 
pr.sp.iBon carv« sp. lavenduL tinctur. castor .ana 3ij. 



t. •■ **~ ' 



, ^ -As these reoeiptg' may possiibly be useliil to some pensoa 

tfonbted with the Dean's complaint of giddiness^ Dr. Arfoiithnot^s 

Moeipt of bitters^ for strieiigthening the stomach, is added. 

: Trice of zedoQiy root one drachm ygihogaX and Roman worm« 

%VDod» of each tm> drachms 5 orange pee^ a drachm ; teaser 

cardamom seeds, two 8cru|deB. Infiise all in a quart of 

boiling spring water for six hours $ strain it o£f, and add to 

'ftfour ouiu^ of gi«atercom{K>un4wQnnwood water. IL 
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TO MRi^JAYi 



.PUBLIN, NOV. 19, 1730. 

X WRIT to you a long -letter about a fortnight 
pb^t concluding jr6u 'were vti Lbhdorn,* ■ from whence 
I /understood one' bf youfif fonrier -^^vw dated : hor 
did I imagine you were gone back ' to Amesbury 80 
late in the year, at which season I take the country 
<o be only a scene for thbs^ who hkve^been ill usett 
by a court on account of their virtues ; which is a 
state of happiness the more valuable, because it is 
rwi dccompanied 'by envy, although hothing de- 
serves it more.'' iwtAild gladl^ fe^ll i dukedom to 
^ose favour in the manner their ^cds' have done *. 

^ ^. Al^ the ^i)liafei%<Mcee8B of 't9ie Beggat-^d Op^f^SG^F 
produced another^ with the name (which was now bcOQMl so 
pdpular) of '* Polly.** This^ as it was supposed to contida 
•evereraodpoinleAteroaaiDs xMlth^ Court, aiftd those iii«|tower, 
vw fiirUd tol)e MliM hy the li^ iSlaoao]^^ In ikioHH 
quenca of t^e A1I10 . andi -AichesB . of Queensben^s wsm^ 
tdctng up Gay*B -cabs^' they vere^forhid. the GoiiFt Tte^k 
lowing ft^A-iptri^etf letter was se^ by the duchess to the King 
^iod .jQneei^ cc^ka of which wmgenerafly circulated: 

'f^Xfaat the duchess of Qntensbeny is surpriztd, and weD 
plaased> that the King has given her so agreeaUe. a conuna&d as 
to stay from Court> where she never came for diversion^ but to 
h^tow a great civility upon the King and Queen. 

<' She Yio^i by such an unprecedented order as this, that 
the King will see as few as he wishes at hb Courts particular]^ 
luch as dare to thinks or speak truth. I do not do otherwise, 
nor ought not^ nor could have imagined^ that it would not 
have been the very highest compliment I could possibly pay the 
King, to endeavour to support truth suid innocence in hi9 

JlOU^ C. jQirEfiHSBBSRY;* 

it 



JEPISTOLARY CORRESroNItSKCKi itfl 

I befieve my lord Carteret *, since he is na longer 
lieutenant^ may not wish me ill^ and I have told 
him often that I only hated him as lieutenant. I 
confess he had, a genteeler manner of binding the 
chains of this kingdom than most of his prede- 
cessors^ and I confess at the same time that he 
had, six times^ a regard to my recommendation by 
preferring so many of my friends in the church ; 
the two last acts of his favour were to add to the 
dignities of Dr, Delany and Mr. Stopford, the last 
of whom was by you and Mr. Pope put into Mr. 
Pulteney's hands. I told you in my last, that a 
continuance of giddiness (though not in a violent 
degree) prevented my thoughts of England at pre- 
sent. For in my case a domestic life is necessary, 
^ere lean with the centurion say to my servant^ 
Go, and he goeth, and Do this, and he doeth it4 
I now hate all people whom I cannot command, 
and consequently a duchess is at this time the 
hatefiiUert lady in the world to me, one only ex^ 
cq)ted, and I beg her grace's paixlon for that 
exception, for, in the way I mean, her grace is 

ten thousand times more hateful. I confess I begin 

•I. 

" Farticiilarly when the King and Queen had both told me 
that they had not read Mr. Gay*8 Play. I have certainly done 
right then to stand by my own word, rather than by his grace 
of Grafton'?, who has neither made iise of truths judgment^ or 
honoor, during thid whole afiair^ either for himself, or his 
friends.** [Dodington Papers, March 4, 1728-9.] 

* The lines whidi this noblenuun quoted from Homer, on his , 
death-bed, to Mr. Wood, on occasion of the peace, were as hap- 
jffly applied; as the apology he used to Swift for some harsh mea- 
fuies in Ireland: 

^* -—— Regni novitas me talia cogit 

'* Moliri.** Dr. Warton. 

vol.. XII, X M tQ 
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to apprehend you will squander my money, because 
I hope you never less wanted it ; and if you go on 
with success for two years longer, I fear I shall not 
have a farthing of it left. The doctor hath ill in^ 
formed me, who says that Mr, Pope is at present 
the johief poetical favourite, yet Mr. Pope himself 
talks like a philosopher, and one wholly retired* 
But the vogue of our few honest folks here is, 
that Duck is absolutely to succeed Eusden in tfair 
laurel; the contention being between Concannen 
or Theobald, or some other hero of the Dunciad. 
I never charged you for not talking, but the du-^ 
bious state of your affairs in those days was too 
much the subject, and I wish the duchess had been 
^he voucher of your amendment. Nothing -so miseh 
9ontributed to my ease as the turn of afiaifs after 
the qu^n s death ; by which all my hopes being 
cut off, I could have no ambition left, unless: I 
would hiBtve been a greater rascal than happened to 
suit with my temper. 1 therefore sat do\ta c|uietly 
at my mprsel, adding only thereto a principle of 
hatred to all succeeding measures and ministries 
Ijy way of sauce to. relish my meat : and I confess 
one point of conduct in my lady duchess's life 
has added much poignancy to it. There is a good 
Irish practical biill toward the end of your letter, 
where you spend a dozen lines in telUng me ypu 
must leave off, that you may give my lady duchess 
*room to write, and so you proceed to within two 
or three lines of the bottom ; though I would have 
remitted you my 200/. to have left place for as 
many more. 
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TO THE DUCHESS*. 

MADAM, 

My beginning thus low is meant as a mark of 
respect, like receiving your grace at the bottom of 
the stairs. I am glad you know your duty ; for it 
has been a known and established rule above twenty 
years in England, that the first advances have been 
constantly made me by all ladies who aspired to my 
acquaintance, and the greater their quality, the 
greater were their advances. Yet, I know not by 
wteit weakness, I have condescended graciously to 
dispense with you upon this important article. 
Though Mr. Gay will tell you that a nameless per- 
son sent me eleven messages ^J- before I would yield 
to a visit : I mean a person to whom he is infinitely 
obliged, for being the occasion of the happiness he 
now enjoys under the protection and fevour of my 
lord dikke and your grace. At the same time I can- 
not forbear telling you, madam, that you are a little 
imperious in your manner of making yoiir advances. 
You say, perhaps you shall not like me : I affirm 
you are mistaken, which I can plainly demonstrate ; 
for I have certain intelligence, that another person 
dislikes me of late, with whose likings yours have 
not for some time past gone together. However, if 
I 'shall once have the honour to attend your grace, I 
will out of fear and prudence appear as vain as I 
can, that I may not know your thoughts of me. 

* Is not tlus letter like a laboured attempt to say 3ometliUig 
about nothing ? Bowles. 

f He iiKeans queen Caroline ; and her neglect of Gay, which 
^ecominencled him to the duchess of Queensberry Dr. Warton. 

M 2 TVvv^ 
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This is your own direction, but it was needless ; for 
Diogenes himself would be vain, to have received 
the honour of being one moment of his life in the 
thoughts of your grace. 

JON. SWIFT. 



mmmm 
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TO THE COUNTESS OF SUFFOLK. 

MADAM, NOVEMBER 21, IJ^O, 

DO now pity the leisure you have to read a 
letter from me ; and this letter sh^ll be a history. 
First, therefore, I call you to witness, that I did 
not attend on the queen till I had received her own 
repeated messages ; which, of course^ occasioned 
my being introduced to you. I never asked any 
thing till, upon leaving England the first time, I 
desired from you a present worth a guinea: and 
from her majesty one worth ten pounds ; by way 
of a memorial. Yours I. received ; and the queen, 
upon my taking leave of her, made an excuse that 
she had intended a medal for me ; which not being^ 
ready, she would send it me the Christmas fol-* 
lowing ; yet this was never done, nor at all remem- 
Wred when I went back to England the next yeu(, 
and by her commands, attend^ her as I had done 
before. I must now tell you, madam, that I wfl} 
receive no medal from her majesty, nor any thing 
less than her picture at half length, drawn by 
Jervas ; and if he takes it from another original, ib» 
queen shall sit at least twice for him to touch it up« 

I desire 



I 
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I desire you will let her majesty know this in plain 
words, although I have heard that I am under her - 
displeasure. But tliis is a usual thing with princes, 
as well as ministers, upon every false representation 5 
and so I took occasion to tell the queen, upon the 
quarrel Mr. Walpole had with our friend Gay, the 
first time I ever had the honour to attend lier. 

Against you I have but one reproach : That, when 
I was ,last in England, and just after the present 
king's accession, I resolved to pass that summer in 
France, for which I had then a most lucky oppor- 
tunity ; froirf which those who seemed to love me 
well dissuaded me, by your advice: and when I 
jsent you a note, conjuring you to lay aside the cha-r 
racter of a courtier and a favourite upon that occa- 
sion, your answer positively directed me not to 
go in that juncture ; and you said the same thing tg 
my friends, who seemed to have power of giving me 
hints, that I might reasonably hope for a settlement 
in England : which, God knows, was no very great 
ambition, considering the station 1 should leave 
here, of greater dignity, and which might have 
easily been managed to be disposed of as the queen 
pleased. If these hints came from you, I affirm, 
you then acted too much like a courtier. But I 
forgive you, and esteem you as much as ever. You 
had your reasons, which I shall not inquire into ; 
because I always believed you had some virtues, 
besides all the accomplishments of mind and person 
that can adorn a lady. 

I am angry with the queen for sacrificing my 
i^end Gay to the mistaken piques of sir Robert 
Walpole, about a libel written against him ; al- 
though he were convinced ^X the same time of 
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Mr, Gay's innocence ; and although, as I said be- 
fore, I told her majesty the whole ^tory, Mr. Gay 
deserved better treatment among you, upon all 
accounts, and particularly for his excellent unre-' 
garded Fables, dedicated to prince William ; which 
I hope his royal highness will often read, for his in- 
struction. I wish her majesty would a little re- 
member what I largely said to her about Ireland, 
when, before a witness, she gave me leaver and 
commanded me, to tell here what she spoke to me 
upon that subject; and ordered me, if I ^ lived to 
see her in her present station, to send her our 
grievances; promising to read my letter, and do 
all good offices in her power for thjs miserable and 
most loyal kingdom, now at the brink of ruin, and 
never so near as now. As to myself, I repeat again, 
that I never asked any thing more than a trife^-as 
a memorial of some distinction which her majesty 
graciously seemed to make between me and every 
common clergyman ; but that trifle was forgotten, 
according to the usual method of princes, although 
I was taught to think myself upon a foot of pre- 
tending to some little exception. 

As to yourself, madam, I most heartily congra- 
tulate with you for being delivered from the toil, 
the envy, the slavery, and vexation, of a fa- 
vourite; where you could not always answer the 
good intentions that I hope you had. You will 
now be less teazed with solicitations, one of the 
gl^atest evils in life. You possess an easy employ- 
ment, with quiet of mind, although it be by no 
means equal to your merit; and if it shall pleas^ 
God to establish your health, I believe and hope 
you are too wise to hope for more. Mr. Pope hais 

always. 
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iJuWiys been' an advocate for your sincerity;; and 
even ?I, in the character I gave you of yourself, al- 
lowed you as much of that virtue as could be exr 
pected in a lady, a courtier, and a favourite. Yet^ 
I confess, I never heartily pledged your health as a 
toast, upon any other regards than beauty, wit, 
good sense, and an unblemished character. For, 
as to friendship, truth, sincerity, and other trifles 
of that kind, I never concerned myself about them ; 
because I knew them to be only parts of the lower 
morals, which are altogether useless at courts. I 
am content that you should tell the queen all I 
have said of her; and in my own words, if you 
please. 

X could have been a better prophet in thp cha- 
racter I gave you of yourself, if it had been good 
manners, in the height of your credit, to put you 
in mind of its mortality : for, you are not the first, 
by at least three ladies, whom I have known to 
undergo the same turn of fortune. It is allowed, 
that ladies are often very good scaffoldings ; and I 
need not tell you the use that scaffoldings are put to 
by all builders, as well political as mechanic. I 
should have begun this letter by telling you, that I 
was encouraged to write it by my best friend, and 
one of your great admirers ; who told me, " th^t, 
froRi something that had passed between you, he 
thought you would not receive it ill." After all, I 
loiow no person of your sex, for whom I have so 
gr6at an esteem, as I do and believe I shall always 
continue to bear for you, I mean a private person ; 
for I must except the queen, and it is not an ex* 
ception of form: because I have really a very 
^reat veneration for her great qualities^ although I 
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hi^ve reason to complain of her conduct to me^ 
which 1 could not excuse although she had .fi% 
kingdoms to govern, I have but room to conclude 
with my sincere professions of beings with truo 

Ipespect, 

Madam^ 
Your most obedient humble servant. 

JON. SWIFT, • 



FROM MR GAY. 

DEAR SIR, AMESBURY, DEC, 6, I73O, 

ijOTH your letters, to my great satisfaction, I 
have received. You were mistaken as to my being 
in town ; for I have been here ever since the begin- 
ning of May. But the best way is to direct your 
letters always to the duke's house in London ; and 
they are sent hither by his porter. We shall stay 
here till aftei* the holidays* You say, we deserve 
envy : I think, we do ; for 1 envy no man, either 
in town or out of it. We have had some few visi- 
tors, and every one of them such, as one would 
desire to visit. The duchess is a more severe check 
upon my finances than ever you were ; and J sub* 
piit, as I did to you, to comply to my own good. 
I was a long time, before I could prevail with har 
to let me allow myself a p^r of shoes with two 
heels ; for I had lost one, and th^ shoes were so 
decayed that they were not worth mending. You 
19^ by this, that tbose^ who are the most generous 

of 



anSTOLARY CX>]LR£SPG^DJBKC& OTffp 

of their own, can be the most covetous for others^ 
i hope you will be so goo(ji to me, as to use your 
interest with her, (for, whatever she says, you seem 
,to hare some) to indulge me with the extravagance 
suitable to my fortune* 

The lady you mention, that dislikes you, has no 
discernment. I really think, you may safely ven- 
ture to Amesbury, though indeed the lady here likes 
to have her own way as w^ll as you ; which may 
sometimes occasion disputes : and I tell you before* 
hand, that I cannot take your part I think her so 
often in the right, that you will have great difficulty 
to persuade me she is in the wrong. Then, there 
is another thing, that I ought to tell you, to deter 
you from this place ; which is, that the lady of the 
liouse is not given to show civility to those she does 
not ^jke. She speaks her mind, and loves truth. 
Jbr the uncommonness of the thing, I fancy your 
curiosity will prevail over your fear ; and you will 
}ike to see such a woman. But I say no more till 
I know whether her grace will fill up the rest of 
the paper, 

FROM THE DUCHESS OF QUEENSBERRY. 

WRITE I must, particularly now, as I have an 
opportunity to indulge my predominant passion, 
contradiction. I do, in the first place, contradict 
most things Mr. Gay says of me, to deter you from 
coming here ; which if you ever do, I hereby assure 
^ou, that unless I like my own way better, you 
shall have yours ; and in all disputes you shall con- 
duce me if ypu can. But, by what I see of you, 

\5m& 
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this is not a misfortune that will always happe^i 
for I find you, are a great mistaker. For exampl^ 
you take prudence for imperiousness : it is from this 
first, that I determined not to like one who is too 
giddy-headed for me to be certain whether or not 
I shall ever be acquainted with. I have known 
people take great delight* in building castles in the 
air; but I should choose to build friends upon a 
more solid foundation. I would fain know you ; 
for I often hear more good likeable things than it is 
possible any one can deserve. Pray come, that I 
may find out something wrong ; for I, and I be- 
lieve most women, have an inconceivable pleasure 
to find out any faults except their own. Mr. Cilvr 
ber is made poet laureat. I am, sir, as much your 
' humble servant as I can be to any person I do not 
know. " iL : 

Mr. Gay is very peevish that I spell and write illx; 
but I do not care : for neither the pen nor I can do' 
better. "Besides, I think you have flattered me, 
and such people ought to be put to trouble. 

MR. GAYS POSTSCRIPT. 

Now I hope you are pleased, and that you will 
allow, for so small a sum as two himdred pounds, 
you have a lumping pennyworth. 
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FROM LORD CHESTERFIELD. 

SIR, HAGUi:, DEC. 15, 1730. 

JL OU need not have made any excuses to me for 
your solicitation : on the contrary, I am proud of 
being the first person to whom you have thought 
it worth your while to apply, since those changes, 
which, you say, drove you into distance and ob- 
scurity. I very well know the person you recom- 
mend to me, having lodged at his house a whole 
summer at Richmond. I have always heard a very 
good character of him, which alone would incline 
me to serve him : but your recommendation, I can 
assure you, will make me impatient to do it% 
Hov^er, that he may not again meet with the 
common fate of court suitors, nor I lie under the 
imputation of making court promises, I will exactly 
explain to you how far it is likely I may be able to 
^rve him. 

When first I had this office *, I took the resolu- 
tion of turning out Hobody ; so that I shall only 
have the disposal of those places, that the death of 
the present possessors will procure me. Some old 
servants, that have served me long and faithfully, 
have obtained the promises of the first four or five 
vacancies ; and the early solicitations of some of fny 
particular friends have tied me down for about as 
many more. But, after having satisfied those en- 

* Of lord steward of the king's household, in which he suc- 
^ ceeded the duke of Dorset, appointed loxd lieutenant^ of Iie^ 
land. 
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gagements, I do assure you, Mr. Launcelot shall 
be my first care. I confess his prospect is more 
remote than I could have wished it, but as it is so 
Temote he will not have the uneasiness of a disap- 
pointment, if he gets nothing ; and if he gets some^'* 
thing, we shall both be pleased. 

As for his political principles, I am in no manner 
of pain about them. Were he a tory, I would 
venture to serve him in the just expectation, that 
should I ever be charged with having preferred a 
tory, the person who was the author of my crime 
^ould likewise be the author of my vindication. I 
%m with real esteem, sir. 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

CHESTERFIELD. 



FROM LADY ELIZABETH GERMAIN. 

DEC. 84, 17S0. 

oINCE you, with a modest assurance, affirm you 
understand and practise good manners better than 
toy other person in either kingdom, I wish you 
would therefore put into very handsome terms my 
eicuse to dean Swift, that I have not answered his 
letter I received before the last : for even preben- 
dary Head assured my brother Harry, that he, in 
aU form and justice, took place of a colonel, as being 
a major general in the church ; and therefore you 
tieed not have called a council to know, whether 
^ou or J were to write last ; because, as being but 

^poor 
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II poor cotirtesy lady, I can pretend to no place but 
'vrhat other people's goodness gives me. This being 
'settled^ I certainly ought not to have writ again; 
but however, I fear I should have been wrong 
Enough to have desired the correspondence to be 
kept up, but that I have been ill this fortnight, 
and of course lazy, and not in a writing mood. 
' First, as to Mrs. Barber; as I told you before, 
*^ 1 tell you the same again, that upon your recom- 
HAiendation, I shall be very glad to serve her, though 
I never did see her ; and as I had hot your letter 
till I went from Tunbridge, she passed unmarked 
by me in the crowd; nor have I met with her since. 
She writ to me to present ****'s poems to the duke 
jknd duchess of Dorset. I answered her letter, and 
obeyed her commands. And as to her own, I shall 
inost willingly subscribe; though I am of the opinion 
we la^es are not apt to be good poets, especially if 
we cannot spell ; but that is by way of inviolable 
secret between you and me. So much for this 
letter. Now to your last epistle, for which it seems 
1 am to give you thanks, for honouring me with your 
commands. Well I do so, because this gets a proof, 
that after so many year's acquaintance, there is one 
that will take my word ; which is a certain sign that 
I have not often broke it. Therefore, behold the 
consequence is this ; I have given my word to the 
duke of Dorset, that you would not so positively 
affirm this fact concerning Mr. Fox, without know- 
ii^ the certain truth, that there is no deceit in thi& 
declaration of thist. And though ^t has been re- 
commended to him, as you say, he never did give 
any answer to it, nor designed it, till he was fully 
satisfied of the truth ; and even then, I believe, 
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would not have determined to have done it, because 
it is an easy way of securing a place for ever to a 
family; and were this to be an example, be it so 
many pence or so many pounds, for the future they 
would be inheritances. 

So now, not to show my power with his grace (in 
spite of his dependants, who may cast their eyes on 
it) for that I dare affirm there never will be need of 
where justice or good nature is necessary ; but to 
show you his dependance on your honour and in- 
tegrity, he gives me leave to tell you, it shall cer- 
tainly be done ; nor does this at all oblige you to 
give the thanks you seem so. desirous to give ; for 
at any time, whensoever you have any business, 
service, or request to make to hisr grace of Dorset 
(whether my proper business or not) till you two 
are better acquainted with one another's merits, I 
shall be very glad to show how sincerely I auir 
Your firiend and faithful humble servant, 

E. GERMAIN, 



TO MRS. WHITEWAY. 

DEC. 28, I73O. 

JL OU might give a bettfer reason for restoring my 
book, that it was not worth keeping. I thought by 
the superscription that your letter jvas written by a 
inan ; for you have neither the scrawl nor the spel- 
ling of your sex. You live so far off, and I believe 
are so seldom at home, and I am ao ill a visitor, 

that 
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«that it is no wonder we meet so seldom : but if you 
Jknew what I say of you to others, you would believe 
jIt was not want of inclination ; I mean what I say 
'of you as I knew you formerly ; for as to what you 
;are now, I know, but little. I give you the good 
.wishes of the season ; and am, with trie esteem and 
affection^ yours, &c. 

/: JON. SWIFT. 



.' I , • J 
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TO LADY SANTRY. 



MADAM, . [1730, AT A CONJECTURE.} 

ijd[ Y reason for waiting on you, some time ago, was 
grounited on the esteem I always had for you ; which 
eontijiued still the same, although I had hardly the 
feast acquaintance with your lord, nor was at uU 
desirous to cultivate it, because I did not at kll 
approve of his conduct. In two or three days 
after I saw you at sir Compton Domville*s * house, all 
my acquaintance told me how fiill the town was of 
the visit I had made you ; and of the cruel treat- 
ment you received from me, with relation to your 
son-f-. I will not believe your ladyship was so 
weak as to spread this complaint yourself: but I 
lay it wholly to those two young women who were 
then in the same room, I suppose as visitors. But, 
If you were really discontented, and thought to 
publish your discontent in aggravating words, I 

* Lady Santry's brother. D. S. 
t Lord Santiy. D. S. 

must 
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must cut off at least nine tenths of the friendship 
I had for you^ and list you in the herd of Irish ladies^ 
whose titles, or those of their husbands^ with me, 
never have tRc weight of a feather, or the value of 
a pebble. I imagined you had so much sAse as 
to understand, that all I said was intended for the 
service both of you and your son. I have often 
spoken much more severely to persons of mu^ 
higher quality than your son, and in a kingdom 
where to be a lord is of importance; and I have 
received hearty tlianks, as well as found amendments, t 
One thing I shall observe, upon your account, which 
is. Never to throw away any more advice upon any 
Irish lord, or his mother ; because I thought you 
would be one of the last to deceive me. 

I called four times at the house where you lodge, 
and you were always denied, by which, I s^j^pose^^ 
you would have me thi^k you are angry ; whefeas I 
^m the person who ought to (;omplain, because all I 
had said to you proceeded from friendship, a^fd a» 
desire of reforming your son. Butthat de^r^ ii( 
now utterly at an end. 

JON. SWIFT- 
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"TO THE EARL OF CHESTERFIELD. 



MY JLORD^ JANi 6, I73O-3I. 



RETURN your loFdship iriy most hilmble thariks 
r the honour and favour of your letter ; and de-^ 
lifie your justice to belieV^, that, in writing to yoa 
a second tinie^ I have no design of giving you a , 
second trouble. My only eiid at present Is, to beg 
your pardon for a fault of ignorance. I ought to 
have r^metnbered, that the arts of courts are like 
those of play ; where, if the most expert be absent 
for a few months, the whole system is so changed, 
that he has no ilioi*e skill thati a iieW beginnier. 
Yet I daiinot but wish, that your lordship had 
pleasra to forgive one, who has beeii an utteft^ 
strangef to public life above sixteen yfeai*s. Bussy 
Rabiitin hiniself, the politest person pf his age^ 
when he was recalled to Court after a long banish- 
ment, appeared ridiculous there : and what could I 
expect, from my antiquated manner of addressing 
your lordship, in the prime of your life, in the height 
of fortune, favour, and merit ; so distinguished by 
your active spirit, and greatness of your genius ? I 
do here repeat to your lordship, that I lay the 
fault of my misconduct entirely on a friend, whom 
I exceeditigly love and esteem, whoiil I dare not 
name, and who is as bad a courtier by nature, as I 
am grown by want of practice. God forbid that 
your lordship should continue in an employment 
however great and honourable, where you only can 
be. an ornament to the court so long, until you 
vo;t^ XII. N \vax^ 
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have an opportunity to provide offices for a dozen 
low people like the poor man whom I took the 
liberty to ifiention! and God forbid^ that in one 
particular branch of the king's family, there should 
evet be such a mortality, as to take away aWozen 
of his meaner servants in less than a dozen years. 

(xive me leave, in farther excuse of my weakness^ 
to confess, that beside som^ hints from my friend^ ' 
your lordship is in great measure to blame for your 
obliging manner of treating me in every place wh^re 
t had the honour to see you ; which I acknowledge I 
to have been a distinction that I had not tb^ least 
pretence to, aild consequently as little to ground 
upon it the request of a favour. 

As I am an utter stranger to the present forms of 
the world, I have imagined more than once, that 
your lordship's proceeding with me may be a re- 
finen^ent introduced by yourself: and that, as in 
my time the most sple;nn and frequent j^mises 
of great men usually failed, against all probable 
appearances, so that single slight one of your lord- 
ship may, by your generous nature, early succeed 
against all visible impossibilities. I am, &c. 

JON. SWIFT. 



rftaM 



PROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

JAN. 17^ 1730-31- 

1 BEGIN my letter by telling you that my wife 
has been returned from abroad about a moo^ith, and 
that her health, tho\>gh feeble and pf^eearious^* i» 

better 
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bettet th&h it has b^n these two yelaris *. She ife 
ihvieh your servant, ahd as she hai been her pwn 
|)hysiciah with some succeissj iitiagiiiAs she could 
be y^rs with the same. Would to God you wis 
^thm her reach. She would I believe prescribe a 
gteat deal of the medicina anifnty without haviiig 
Irecoutse to the book^ of Trismegistus. Pope and 
j^thould be her principal apothecaries ih the Course 
of the cure ; and though our best botanists cbm- 
plain, that few of the herbs and simples which g6^ 
to the composition of these remedies are to be found 
at present in our soil, yet there are more of theiii 
here than in Ireland ; besides, by the help of i 
little chymistry, the most noxious juices may be- 
come salubrious, and rank poison a specific. Pope 
is now in my library with me, and writes to the world, 
to the present and to future ages, while I begin this 
letter which he is to finish to you -f-. What good he 

* BoIingbroke*3 constant attachment to this amiable md iA- 
t:eresting lady is a very captivating trait in his chai-actelr. In 
^I'Oportion as he stood, from increasing years and disappoint- 
i:]cient> foiiom in the world, he felt the more sti'ongly her kind- 
x^essy her iittachment, and tender fidelity. She certaiiily looked 
lap to him as the first of human beings. Bowles. 

f Sir Wilham Young, in an elegant life of his maternal grand- 

:Ea.tller, Dr. Brook Taylor, p. 24, says, " I subjoui some few notes 

T^dressed to him by lord BoUngbi'oke, merely with a view ot 

^narkij^ the estihlation in which Brook Taylor was held by tliat 

^extraordinary nian. Tliese notes afe \vritten with all the warmtli 

^>f genuine fiiendship and attachment -, whilst, in my humble 

^Dpimon, the letters of that Statesman to Pope or Swift mfer a 

^ontro\'ei'sy of wit and information for mutual i-eputation with eacli 

^ther^ ahd with tlie world, rather than a coiresjporldeftce origi- 

iteting in, and sustained by, confidential and affectionate i-egaitf! 

The real fiiends of lord 6xford could scarcely liave ft tiate loVe 

fcp Bolin^tltoke, nor B61tT%foibke love those who were s6' partial 

to Oxford." — ^A similar remark is made by Mr. Bowleg? on the 

]|jtl6fs addressed by Pope to Mr. Fortescue. X. 

N 2 ,. WVll 
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will do to mankind I know not ; this comfort he 
may be sure of, he cannot do less than you have 
done befpre^im. I have sometimes thought, that 
' if preachers, hangmen, and moral writers, keep vice 
jit ja stand, or so much as retard the progresifof i<^ 
ithey do as much as human nature admits : a real 
feformation * is not to be brought about by ordinary 
means ; it requy*es those extraordinary means wbic^ 
become punishments as well as lessons : national 
corruption must be purged by national calamities -jf^ 
ijet us hear from you. We deserve this attention, 
|>ecause we desire it, and because we believe that 
you desire to hear from us. 



«il*«MMMMMii*H»i 
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FROM MR. PCLTENEY. 

« 

DEAR SIR, lONDON, FfiB. ^, 1 730^3 Iw 

_ « _ ■ ■ ■ 

MONG the many compliments I have received 
from my friends oti the birth of my son, I assure 
you none gave me greater pleasure than the kina 
letter you honoured me with on the occasion^ 
MTien you were last in England, your stay was so 
short, that I scarce had time, and Very few oppor- 
tunities, to convince you how great a desire I had 
to bear some share of your esteem ; but, should 

* Bolingbroke had enlarged on this topic in his Philosophical 
Workdj intending to depreciate Christianity by showing that it 
has not had a general effect on the morak of mankind, nor pro«^ 
duced a real reformation ; an argument nothing to the purpose^ 
npr any impeachment of the doctiines of the Gaspel j even if it 
were founded, as it certauily is not. Dr. Warton. 

+ France affords a striking example of this truth* Df 

JfOU 
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y6u return this sutniner, I hope you will continue 
longer among us. Lord Bolii^broke^ (qrtt Bathurst, 
Pope, myself, and others of^your fti*ids^- lare got 
> together in a country neighbourhood, which would 
bfe much enlivened, if you would come i and live 

. among us. Mrs. Pultenejr joins with' nve in flie 
invitation^ and is much obliged to you for remem- 
htering her. She bid me tell you, that she isvdpter- 
mined to have no more children, unless :yoti: will 
promise to come over and christen the next. You ^ 
aee how much my happiness, : in nlany respects, 
depends upiyi your promise. I liave al^^raj^s 'de* 
sired Pope, when hq wrqte to you, to remember 
my compliments: and I oan assurb you^i^ with the 
greatest truth, though* you have mueb older ac- 

^ quaintanoes, . that you hjave not in England a friend ' 
tiiat loves and honours you morethsm lido, or. can 
be with greater siiM^erity than I amy . 

Your most humble and obedient %];?ant, 

W. FULTENEY. 



9 t 



P* St If ^any of our papaphJets (with .which we 
abound) ^ eyefl.pent. pver to ; Ireland, and you 
think th^m, wprtji >iri^ding, joti* will perceive 
how low they are reduced in point of argument 
on one side of the que^on.'^ This ^ has driven 
ijertjiiii people' to tna'tlaSt r^sqrt of callin<j names *. 

* Mr. PijitViieyl^erc aUi^(f& fe'a^j^mplvlet by lojrd Henley, 
intituled "'Sedition and li^&mafSon displayed j" to which 
Mp. Pulteney published " A proper Reply." Lord Hervey then 
chaUenged his opponent 3 and they met in the Green Park> 
where his lordship received two wounds^ and very narrowly 
escaped being run through the body, by the interference of the 
eecond. See Parts edition of Royal svnd Noble Authors, pp. 
J8X,377. N. 
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. Villain, ' toaiitor^ secUtipujs r^sc^l^ »nd such inge^ 
^' )[UOU8V,9ppi^llfttions^ have frequeutly been be* 
j stowiBci ok/ft couple of friends of yours. Such. 
!. : usage his/ made it necessary to return the same 
1 poUtQ: language; and there has beea more Bil«ci 
iJiingsgate stuiF uttered from the press within these 
two months *., than ever was known before* 
Upon: this: Dr. Arbuthnot has written a very- 
I humorous treatise ^^ which he showed me this. 
:. morning ; wbereia he proves, from many learned: 
. instances, that this sort of altercation is ancient, 
- elegant and. classical : and that wh^ the world' 
. falsely imagines to be polite, is. truly gothic and: 
' barbaro4s. ^ He. shows how the gods and god- 
desses used, one another ; dog, bitch, and whore, 
[ were, pietty common expressions among them ; 
. . kings, heroes, ambassadors, and orators, abused 
one another n^uch. in the same way ; and> he* 
concludes>';thatLit is a pity, this method of obr 
. jurgatiou/shoulA' be lost. His quotations from 
Homer, Demosthenes, iEschines, and TuUy are 
' admirable^ and the whole is very humorously 
conducted. I take it for granted, he will send 
it you himself, 'as soon as it is printed* 



■t 



.r* Seethenote.iap. 181. N^- i . = • 

t Probably tYist puW^hed in the^ Miscellaneous. WprJ^s, of 

tRe late Dr. Arbuthnot, at Glasgow, vol. I. p. 40. The titlq 

pf the piece i», " A br^ef ^ccpui^t q^ Mr, John Ginglicut*8 Xre$t- 

tkie concerning the Altew^ti^, or. S^ oit\^ Ancient^.** ^, 
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FROM^LADY ELIZABETH GERMAIN. 

FEB. 23, 1730-31. 

JN OW were 5'^ou in vast hopes you should hear no 
more from me, I being slow in my motio>tis : but 

*do not flatter yourself ; you began the correspond- 
ence, set my pen a going, and (Jod knows when it 
will end ; for I had it by inheritance from ftiy father 
ever to please myself when I could ; and though I 
do not just take the turn my mother did of fasting 
and praying ; yet to be sure that was her pleasure 
too, or else she would not have been so greedy of it, 

. I do not care to deliver your messages this great 
while to lieutenant Head, he having been dead 
these two years. And though he had, as you say, 
at head^ I loved him very well ; but, however, from, 
my dame Wadgars* first impression, have ever 
had a natural antipathy to spirits. 

I have not acquaintance enough with Mr, Pope, 
which I am soriy for, arid expect you sshould come 
to England, in order to improve it. If ijt. . wa§ the 
queen, and not the duke of Grafton, that picked 
out such a laureat -f-, she deserves his poetry in her 
praises. 

Your friend Mrs. Barber has been here, I find 
she has some request ; but neither you nor she has 
yet let it out to me what it is : for cer;tainly you 
cannot mean that by subscribing to her book ; if^ so, 
I shall be mighty happy to have you call that a 

* The deaf housekeeper, at Iqrvl Berkele^g, H. 
t C<dley dbbcn fl; ' 
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favour ; for surely tliere is nothing so easy as what 
one can do one's self, nor any thing so heavy as 
what one must ask otha* people for ; though I do 
not mean by this, that I shall ever be unwilling, 
when you require it ; yet shall be much happier, 
when it is in my own power to show, how sincerely 
I am my old friend's most faithful humble servant, 

E. GERMAIN^ 

Mrs. Lloyd is much yours ; but dumber than ever, 
having a violent cold. 



FROM MR. GAY. 



MARCH 20, 1730-31. 

J. THINK it is above three months since I wrote 
to you, in partnership with the duchess. About s( 
fortnight sii^ce I wrote to you from Twickenham, 
for Mr. Pope and myself. He was then disabled 
from writing, by a severe rheumatic pain in his 
ann ; but is pretty well again, and at present in 
town. Lord Oxford, lord Bathurst, he, and I, 
dined together yesterday at Barnes, with old Jacob 
Topspn, where we drank your health. I am again, 
by the advice of physicians, gro\Mi a moderate wine 
drinker, after ap abstinence of above two years; 
and now look upon myself as qualified for society 
as before. 

I formerly sent you a state of the accounts between 
us. Lord J^thui^t has this day paid me your 
principal and interest* . Tlie interest amounted to 

twelve 
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twelve pounds^ and I want your directions how to 
dispose of the principal, which must He dead, till I 
receive your orders. I had a scheme of buying two 
lottery tickets for you, and keeping your, principal 
ttitire. And as all my good fortune is to come, to 
Miow you that I consult your advantage, I will buy 
two more for myself, and you and I will go halves 
ipi tlie ten thousand pounds. That there will be a^ 
lottery is certain : the scheme is not yet declared, 
but I hear it will not be the most advantageous 
one ; for we are to have but three pounds per 
cent. 

I solicit for no court favours, so that I propose to 
buy the tickets at the market price, when they come 
out, which will not be these two or three months. 
If you do not like to have your money thus disposed 
of; or if you like to trust to your own fortune rather 
than to share in mine, let me have your orders'; and 
at the same time, tell me what I shall do with the 
principal sum. 

I came to town the 7 th of January last, with the 
duke and duchess, about business, for a fortnight. 
As it depended upon othet^, we cduld riot 'get it 
done till now. Next week we return to Ariiesbuiy, 
in Wiltshire, for the rest of the year ; but the best 
Way is always to direct to me at the diikeX in Bur- 
lington gardens, near Piccadilly. I am ordered^by 
the duchess to grbw ribh in the manner of .^r J6mi 
Cutler. I havi^ nothing, at this present '' vqiting, 
but my frock' that was made at Salisbury, ahd t. 
bob periwig. I persuade myself that it" is shilling; 
weather as seldom as possible ; and hkve found 43ut, 
that there are few court visits that are worth a shil- 
ling, la shorty I am veiy happy in my present 
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independency. I envy no man ; but have the due 
(;<Hitempt of voluntary slaves of birth and fortune. 
J have such a spite against you^ tliat I wish you 
may long for my company, as I do for yours, 
yhough you never write to me, you cannot make 
me forget you ; so that if it is out of fiiendship yon 
write so seldom to me, it does not answer the 
fiurposa. Those who you like should remember 
you, do so whenever I see them. I believe they 
do it upon their own account ; for I know few peo- 
ple who are soUcitous to please or flatter me. The 
duchess sends you her compliments, and so would 
■^ ^ many more, if they knew of my writing to you. 



FROM LQRD BOLINGBROKE ANI> 

MR. POPE. 



MARCH 29, 1731. 

JL HAVE delayed several posts answering your 
letter of January last, in hopes of being able to 
«peak to you about a project which concerns us 
both> but me the most, since tlie success of it 
would bring us together. It has been a good while 
in.flay.head, and at my heart;; if it pan be setr agoing, 
you shall hear of it. I was ill in the beginning <jf 
^^ winter for near a week, but in no danger either 
jrom the nature of my distemper, or from the at- 
tendMice of three physicians. Since that bilious 
intenpitting jfever, I have had, as I had before, better 
health than the r^ar4 I hayepaid to health deserve, 
,\r' ' We 
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We are both in the decline of life, my dear Dean, 
and have been some years going down the hill ; let 
us make the passage as smooth as we can. Let us 
fence against physical evil by care, and the use c^ 
those means [which experience must have pointed 
out to us : let us fence against moral evil by philo^ 
iophy. I renounce the alternative you propose* 
But we may, nay, (if we will follow nature, and da. 
not work up imagination against her plainest dic- 
tates) we shall of course grow every year more in- 
different to life, and to the affairs aud interests of a 
system out of which we are soon to go. This is 
much better than stupidity. The decay of passion 
strengthens philosophy, for passion may decay, and. 
stupidity not suaceed. Pa3sions (says Pope *, our 
divine, as you will see one time or other) are the 
gales of life : let us not complain that they do not 
blow a storm. What hurt does age do us, in sub- 
duing what we toil to subdue all our lives? I£i» 
now six in the morning; I recall the tiftie (and am. 
glad it is over) when about this hour I used to be 
going to bed, surfeited with pleasure, or jaded^witlr 
business : my head often full of schemes, and my 
heart as often full of anxiety. Is it a misfortune, 
think you, that I rise at this hour, refreshed, serene, 
and calm ? that the past, and even the present affairs 
of life stand like objects at a distance from . me, 
Vrhere I: can keep off* the disagreeable so as not to be 
strongly affected by them, and from whence L can 
draw the others nearer to- me ? Passions in theirforce 
xvould bring all these, nay even future, contingencies, , 

* Pope took the image fi-om lord Bacon : '' The mind would 
>ie temperate and stayed^ if the affections^ as w'mds, did not put 
it into tumult^" &c. Bowles. 
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about my ears at once, and reason would but ill 
defend me in the scuffle. 

I leave* Pope to speak for himself, but I must tell 
you how much my wife is obliged to you. She says 
she would find strength enough to nurse you, if you^ 
were here, and yet God knows, she is extremely 
weak : the slow fever works under, and mines the 
iponstitution ; we keep it off sometimes, but still it 
returns, and makes new breaches before nature can 
repair the old ones. I am not ashamed to say to 
you, that I admire her more every hour of my life; 
Death is not to her the king of terrors ; she beholds 
him without the least. When she suffers much, 
«be wishes for him as a deliverer from pain ; when 
life is tolerable, she looks on him with dislike, 
^because he is to separate her from those friends to 
whom shells more attached than life itself =*. You' 
shall not stay for my next as long as you have for 
. this letter ; and in every one Pope shall write some- 
thing much TCtter than the scraps of old philosophers, 
which were the presents, munuscula, that stoical 
fop Seneca ttsed to send in every epistfe to hi» 
friend' Lucilius. 

* She was niece tQ IVIadamc de Maintenon, educated at St 
CjfTi ond was a woman of a very beautiful person^ and.vei^ 
agreeable manners. Her letters are written in very elegant 
IRrench. She was a woman of much obsen^ation. Madame de 
Maintenon mentions her in her letters. Dr. Trapp told mff> 
that lord BoUn^roke boasting one day of hb' former gallantries, 
sb^ said to him, smiling, " When I look at you, .methinks I fie# 
' the ruins of a fine old Roman aqueduct 5 but thfi wat^r hsi^ 
ceased to flow.*; Dr. Wakton, 
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P. S. BY MR. POPE. 

I 

My lord has spoken justly of his lady : why not 

J^ of my mother ? Yesterday was her birth-day^ 

how entering on the ninety-first year of her age ; 

her memory much diminished^ but her senses very 

little hurt^ her sight and hearing good ; she s]ee|)9 

not ill, eats moderately, drinks water, says her , 

prayers; and this is all she does. I have reason to 

thank God for continuing so long to Jhe a very good 

and tender parent, and for allowing me to exercise 

for some years, those cares which are now as neces- . 

fiary to her as hers have been to me. Ai> object 

of this sort daily before one's eyes very much softens 

the mind, but perhaps may hinder it from the 

willingness of contracting other ties of the like 

domestic nature, when one finds how painful it i&, 

^en to enjoy the tender pleasures. I have formerly 

made so strong efforts to get and to deserve a friend : 

J)erhaps it were wiser never to attempt it, but live 

extempore, and look upon the world only as a place 

to pass through, just pay your hosts their due, dis- 

perse a little charity, and hurry on. Yet am I just 

now writing (or rather planning) a book *, to make 

tnankind look upon this life with comfort and plea-^ 

Jiure, and put morality in good humour. And just 

flow too, I am going to see one I love very ten- 

* He means his '^ Essay on Man;'* and alludes tathe arg^- 
iriaente he uses to make men satisfied even with their present 
^tate, without looking to another. Young wrote his *' Night 
*Xhoughts'* in direct opposition to this view of himian .life, but 
Xvhicl^>.in truth. Young has painted in colours too dark and 
\incumfortable. Dr. Warton. 
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derly; and to-morrow to entertain several civil 
people, whom if we call friends, it is by the cour- 
tesy of En^and. SiCy sic juvat ire sub umbras*. 
While we do live, we must make the best of lifiel 

** Cantantes licet usque (minus via Icedat) eamusj^^ 

as the shepherd said in Virgil, when the road wts 
kmg and heavy. I am yours. 



PROM LORD BOLINGBROKE AND 

MR. POPE. 

jL OU may assure yourself, that if you come over 
this spring, you will find me not only got back into 
the habits of study, but devoted to that historical 
task, which you have set me these many years. I 
am in hopes of some materials which will enable 
me to work in the whole extent of the plan I pro- 
pose to myself. If they are not to be had^ I must 
accommodate my plan to this deficiency. In the 
mean time Pope has given me more trouble than 
he or I thought of; and you will be surprised 
to find that I have been partly drawn by him, and 
partly by myself, to write a pretty large volume 
upon a vety grave and veiy important subject: 
that I have ventured to pay no regard whatever to 

* *'Thu8, thus it pleases us to pass through life.*' S. 
t ^' Let us still go singing on, to beguile the tediousness of 
thcway." S. 

anv 
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any authority except a sacred authority *, and that I 
have ventured to start a thought which must^ if it 
is pushed as successfully as I think it is, render all 
your metaphysical theology both ridiculous and 
abominable. There is an expression in one of your 
letters to me, which makes me believe you will 
come into my way of thinking on this subject ; and 
yet I am persuaded that divines and freethinkers 
would both be clamorous against it, if it was to be 
;submitted to their censure, as I do not intend that 
it shall. The passage I mean, is that, where 
you say you told Dr. Delany the grand points of 
Christianity ought to be taken as in&llible revela- 
tions, &c.-f" 

It happened that while I was writing this to you 
the Doctor came to make me a visit from London, 
where I heard he was arrived some time ago : he 
w$is in haste to return, and is I perceive in great 
haste to print. He left with me eight Disserta- 
tions :}:, a small part, as I understand, of his work, 

^ * Did his lorciehip pay much regard to sacred alithorityi 
when he says, in Lettew on History, speaking pf fol^ bistoiians, 
** I will not offend, by adding Moses to the number ?" I foi^t 
the exact words. Bowles. 

-f- In this maxim all bigoted divines and free-thinking politi- 
cians agree ; the one, fov fear of disturbing the established reli* 
gipn ; the other, lest that disturbance should prove injurious to 
^hcir adminlsti-ation of the state. And would they be content to 
t:ake these points for granted themselves, without injuring those 
in their fortunes and reputations, who are for inquiring into and 
fettling them on their right gi'ounds, I tliink nobody would envy 
tiheir piety or their wisdom : but when they begin to pei-secute 
tihose who venture to assume thig natux-al liberty, then tliey 
\ihmask their hypocrisy and Machiavelianism." Wak^urton. 

J The work here alhided to, was the first vbhime of Dr. De- 
lany s " Revelation exauuned with Candour," published 1/32 j 
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and desired me to peruse, consider, and observe 
upon them against • Monday next, when he' will 
come down again. By what I have read of the 
two first I find myself unable to serve him. The 
principles he reasons upon are begged in a dispu- 
tation of this sort, and the manner of reasoning 
is by no means close, and conclusive. The sole 
advice I could give him in conscience would be that 
which he would take ill and not follow. I will get 
rid of this task as well as I can, for I esteem the 
man, and should be sorry to disoblige him where I 
cannot serve him. 

As to retirement, and exercise, your notions are 
true : the first should not be indulged so much a^ 
to render us savage, nor the last neglected so as to 
impair health. But I know men, who, for fear of 
being savage, live with all who live with them^ 
and who, to preserve their health, saunter away 
half their time* Adieu : Pope calls for the paper. 

a work written in a florid and declamatory style, and witfc a 
greater degree of learning and ingenuity than of sound reason 
and argument. The same may be said of this author^s " life of 
King. l)avid/* Witness the first dissertation on the forbidden 
fruit; the second, concerning tlie knowledge of the brute world 
conveyed to Adam; the tliird, of the knowledge of marriage 
^ven to Adam; the sixth, concerning the difficulties and ob- 
jections that lie against the Mosaic accoimt of the fell; the fif- 
teenth, on some difficulties relating to Noah's ark considered, 
llie best of his Works seems to be hi$ '^ Reflections on Poiygamy.*^ 
Dr. Pelany was an amiable, benevolent, atid virtuous man; a 
character fer superior to that of the ablest controversial wiiter. 
His jDefence of Revelation is of a very different cast from such 
solid and masterly works as the bishop of Uandafi^s '* Apdlogy 
for the Bible," and archdeacon Paley's " Evidences of Christi&« 
nity." Dr. Warton. 

P.S. 
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I m 

•a. - • • 

( 

jyiope what g66s bdbre will hi a ^trohg motiviT 
to your coming. God kiioWs it ever I shall se^^ 
lifeland; I shall liev^ desii^ it, if ^ott cisLti be got 
hither^ or keep here. Yet I think I iShall be^ too 
a6oii, a freeman. ITbur i^ecommendktions t con- 
stantly ^ve to thosti ydu nitotioA : though some 6t' 
them I see but seldom, and ath eVery 'day moi^' 
retired. I am less fond of the world, and less 
curious about it ; yet no wuy out of humour, dis^ 
appointed, or angry : though in my way I receive 
as many injuries as my betters: Hut I do not feel 
them, therefore I ought not to vex other people^ 
nor even to return ii^uries. I pass almost all my 
time at Dawley and it home ; my lord (of which I 
partly take the merit to myself) is as much estranged 
from politicks as I am. Let philosophy be ever sa- 
vain, it is less vain now than politidos, attd not quite 
so vain at present as divinity : I know nothing tihtat 
moves strongly but satire, and those who are* 
ashamed of ncything dse are so of being ridiculous.' 
I fimcy if we three were together but for diree 
years, some good might be done even upon tiiis 
age. 

I know you will desire some account of my health: 
rt is as usual, but my spirits rather worse. 1 write^ 
little or !pOthing. You know I never had either' 
tiurte or talent for politicks, and the world minds 
nothing else. 1 have personal obligations, which I 
will ever preserve, to men of difierent sides ; and I . 
wish nothing so much as publick quiet, except it be 
my own quiet. I think it a merit if I can take off 
' ypii. XII. O %xvY 
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mny man from grating or satirical subjects merely 
on the score of pmtjr-: and it, is the greatest i|^nity 
of my life that I have contributed to turn tny lord 
Bolingbroke. to subjects mp^ral^ useful, and more 
worthy his pen* Dr. Delany's book is what I dta- 
pot commend so much as d^n Berkeley's ^^ though 
it has many things ingenious in it, and is not defl* 
ci^t in the wnting part: but the whole i)ook, 
though he meaiit it adpopidum^ \% I think purely 
aid ckrunu Adieu. 
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, JDUBLIN, APRIL 13, I73I. 

OUR: flitpation is an odd. one; the duchess. is. 
your titjaauiw, and Mr. Pope tells me you ar« ther 
duke's, ,And 1 had gone a.good way in some venses 
on tl»it. pcpasioni prescribing lessons, to direct your 
conduct^ fn a^negative way, uot to do so and so, Ac, 
like other ^neasurers^ how to deal with servants,, 
tenants^ or neighbouring squires, which I take to 



.'• ' M 



■ 1 » 

* A very Kvely and ingenious book,' called, " The mimito 
PhBoetophep.'* ' Wa^eurton. A hooi' that deserrcsa much 
higher encomium thah being ftrei^ an^ ing^idus 5 ai contiiB- 
v^ perhaps^ a etroii£;er defence of Revelaticni than the 'fDitiaK 
Lotion of Moses." Dt.Wakton. 

t One might imagine these LeUers to Gay wei« written pa 
pmpose to be shotin to the Duchess. Her Grace indeed if 
much more tlie iheme^ of them than Gay. Of the bogui^ I 
shaU aay notfaii^. Bowlbs. 

be 
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be courtiers^ parliaments, and princes in alliance^ 
and . sdfthe parallel goes on, but grows too long to 
please me : I prove that poets are the fittest persons 
to be treasurers and managers to great persons, from 
their virtue, and contempt of money, &c,— — Pray, 
why did you not get a hew heel to your shoe ? un« < 
less you would make your court at St. James's by: . 
afiectihg to imitate the prince of Lilliput.-— -But*^ 
the rest of your letter being wholly taken up in a' 
very bad character of the duchess, I shaltsayiMy' 
piore to you, but apply mjrself to her grace* * 

*m 

MADAM, "■ J 

SING£ Mr. Gay affirms that you love to faav»I 
your own :way, and since I have th^ same iperfiw-^: 
tion ; I will -settle ihat matter' immediatel];V to pte^ 
vent those ill consequences he apprehends; Yotur 
grace -shall have your own^way, in allplacesfoxciq^t 
your owai^hbuse, and thedomadns about it Ttodre^ 
and there only, I expect to have mine,, so that you 
have all the world tonignin, bating' oUy two or 
three hundred acres, and. two or three houses iu^ 
town or country. ; I will likewise, out 6f ^my special 
grace, certain knowledge, and mere motjon, allow ^ 
you to be in the: right, against all humAn kind, eac« 
cept myself tand to be never in the wrong but 
when you difkt frixm me. You shall have a greater ^ 
IMivSi^ m.the.tfaird artide of speaking/yxnor xfiijod: : 
whiiib I shall graciously allow you now and tiben to 
do cgir^a to myself, and only rebuke, yon when it 
does not please me. 

MSdkrnrI I am now got as ftur as your grace's 
l^tter^ which havii^ nptre^.tfus fortnight (having 
keen out of town, and upt daring to tru^ myseUl^ 
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ynth the carriage of it) the presumptuous manner in 
which you begin had slipped out of my memory. 
But I forgive you to the seventeenth Une, whme 
3rDU b^n to banish me for ever, by dematiding 
me to answer all the good character some partial 
friends hkve given me. Madam, I have lived six- 
teen years in Ireland, with only an intermission of 
two summers in England; and, consequently, am 
Ififiy years older than I was at the queen's death, 
and fifty thousand times duller, and fifty millions 
times more peevish, perverse, and morose ; so that 
under these disadvantages 1 can only pretend to 
excel all your other acquaintance about some twsenty 
iNirs leng^ Pray, madam j have you a clear voice? 
and will yaa let me sit at your left hand at least 
thnee of you^ for of two 'bad ears, my right 
le best? My groom tells me that he Ukes your 
park, but your house is too little. Can the parson 
of. the parish play at backgammon, and. bold bis 
tongue? lis anyone of your women a good nurse, 
if .1 should fancy myself sick for four and twenty 
hfiura ? how many days will you maintain me and 
my equipage ? When these preUminaries are settled, ' 
I- must be very poor, very sick, or dead, or to the 
last d^ree unfortunate, if I do not attend you at 
Amesbujy.'' For, I profess, you zte the first lady 
that ever I desired to see, since the first of August 
1714 \ and thtt9e forgot ibe date when that desire*f^ 
grew strong upon me, 'but I know i... was not £ben - 
iiL England, else I would have goneon foot for that 

> ^« *■ ~ s • 

* The day on which queea Anne died^ when aH his bo^^of 
more prefament were lost, ^: 

•f St^, with aH his afibcCdd independiiice, had liot fbigot 
tie lanffliaga»y^> t^rtm. Bowtas.'- 

^ « happiness 
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happiness as far as to your house in Scotland. But 
I can, soon recollect the tkne, by asking some ladies 
here the month, the day, and the hour when I 
began to endure their company? which, however, I 
think was a sign of my ill judgment, for I do not 
perceive they mend in any thmg but envying or 
admiring your grace. I dislike nothing in your 
letter but an affected apology for bad writmg, bad 
spelling, and a bad pen; which you pretend Mr. 
Gay found fault with; wherein you afiront Mr. 
^y^ you affront me, and you afiront yourself. 
False spelling^Js only excuseable in a chambermaid^ 
for I wouldT not pardon it in any of your waiting 
women. Pray God preserve your grace and fomily, 
and give me leave to expect that you will be so just 
to remember me aiiiong those who have the greatest 
r^ard for virtue, goodness, prudence, courage, and 
generosity: after which you must conclude that I 
•m with the greatest respect and gratitude, madam, 
your grace's most obedient and most humble ser- 
Tftnty &c. 

TO MR. CAY. 

I have just got yours of February S4> tvith a pott^ 
seript by Mr. Pope. I am in great 'c6|icem for him ; 
I find Mr. Pope dictated to you the first part, and 
widi great difficulty Some days after ddded the r6st. 
I see his weakness by his hand wri^^: How 
much does his philosophy exceed mine? I covAA 
not bear to see him: I will write to him soon. 



I. 
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FROM MR. GAY. 

4 

DEAE SIR,. APRILS!, 1731. 

, JL HE fortune of the person you interest yourself 

jn amoyints to at presalt (all debts paid) about three 

;thouiKaDd four huridred pounds; so diat, whatever^ 

.other people think, I look upon him, as to fortune, 

. to be happy $ that is to say, an independent crea** 

. ture. I have . been in expectation, post after post, 

,to have received your directions aboyt the disposal 

. of your money, which lord Bathurst paid into my 

, hands some time ago. I left that sum, with SOO/, 

. of my own, in Mr. Hoare's hands at my coming 

out of town. If I hear nothing from }rou, I shall 

.do with it, as I do with my own. I made you a 

^proposal about purchasing lottery tickets, in part^ 

nership with myself; that is to say, four tickets 

between us. This can be done with the overplus, 

with the interest money I have received; but in this. 

I will do nothing till I hear from you. 

I am now got to my' residence at Amesbury; 
getting health, and saving money. Since I havo 
gbt over the impediment to a writer, of witer drink- 
ing, if I can fiersuade myself that I have any wit, 
find find I. have inclination, I intend to write; 
though, as ytet, I have another impediment : for I 
hai^ not firovided myself with a scheme. Ten to 
Ofie but I shall have a propensity to write agaiiist 
vice, and who can tdil how far that may ofiend ? 
£%it, an author should consult his genius, rather 
than his interest, if he cannot reconcile them. 
Just before I left London^ I onade a visit to Mrs. 



9iwSj&. 1 wish I CQuld Vkj wise.hai^ e^n^ibute^ 
tcr Jner mibscriptioiu^ - I^iifye; iU\Y^y!s .{owd mys^ 
of ho' ocmseqcience^ '«|id . am Aow of Iiin^^il everi 
but "J have found out a way, in one rgspe^^t, of 
making myself of more coipiequenoe, -yirhioh ig by 
considering other people of lessv Thosei wbo have 
given me up, I have given up ^and in short, I 
seek after no' ii;iend8hip8, but am content with 
what I have in the house. And they have subfK^ribed^ 
and I proposed it Jbefore Jo. Taylor; who, upon 
hearing she was a firiend of yours,b offered his sub- 
scription, aqd desired his^ compliments to you. I 
believe she has given you an account that she has 
some prospect of success from other recommenda* 
tions to those I know ; and I have not been want* 
ing upon all occasions to put in my good word, 
which I fear avails but httle. Two days ago I 
received a letter from Dr. Arbuthnot> which gav« 
me but a bad account of Mr. Pope's health. I have 
writ to him ; but have not heard frx>m him fi^ce I 
came into the country. If you knew the pleasure 
you gave me, you would keep your contract of 
writing more punctually ; and especially you would 
have answered my last letter, as it was* about a 
money afiair, and you have to do with a man of 
business. 

Your letter was more to the duchess than to me ; 
so I now leave ofT, to offer her the paper. ^' 

" 1»0STSCRIPT BY THE DUCHESS. 

» . . .' 

IT was Mr. Gay's fault that I idid not write, 
sooner ; which if I had, I should hope you would 
have been here by this time ; for I have to tell you. 



•H your trtides are agrsed to ; and that I only^kyrt 
Biy own way^ when I mtet n6t with others whote 
ways I like lietter. I am in great hopes that I riiall 
approve of yours ( for^ to tell you tlie truths I am 
at present a Utde tired of my own. I have not a 
clear or distinct voice, e^^cept when I am angry } 
Ikut I am a very good nurse, whfen people ^o not 
fiuicy themselves sick. Mr^ Gay .knows tbis; and 
he knows too how to play at backgammon. Whe» 
tiier the parson of the parish cap, I know not ; but 
if be CMinot hoid his tongue, I oan. Pray set out 
the first fiiir' wind, and stay with us as long as ever 
you please. I cannot name any fixed time that I 
shidl like to maintain you and your equipage ; bnt, 
if I do not happen to like you, I know I can so fiu* 
govern my temper, as to endure you for about five 
days. So oome away directly; at all hazards^ you 
will be allowed a good breathing time. I shall 
ilteke no sort of respectful conclusions ; for till I 
}mfi(W you, I cannot tell what I am to you^ 

MR. GAYS POSTCSRIPT, 

The diieotioii is to the duk« of Queensherry's, in 
Bwiington g^dens, Piccadillyt. Now I have told 
you this, you have no excuse from writing but onej, 
Vfhiab is coming ; get oyer your lawsuit, and receive 
your money, 

The dudiess adds, '' He shall not write a word 
more from Amesbury^ in Wiltshire. Your ^room 
was mistaken ; fbr the house ia big enough^ but the 
park is too hUk.^ 
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FROM LORD BATHUR8T. 

APRIL Ifl, 1731* 

j| NEVER designed to have written to you ai^ 
more/ because you bantered and abused me so 
grossly in your last. To flatter a man from viiom 
3rou can get nothing, nor expect any thing, is doing 
mischief for mischief salce, and consequently highly 
immoral. However I will not carry my resent* 
ments so far^ as to stand by and see you undone, 
without giving you both notice and advice. Could 
any man but you think of trusting John Gay with 
his money? None of his friends would ever trust 
him with his own whenever they could avoid it. 
He has called in the 200L I had of yours : I paid 
him boUi principal and interest. I suppose by this 
time he has lost it;. I give you notice^ you must 
}ook upon it as annihilated. 

Now, as I have considered, your dearery brings 
you in little or nothing, and that you keep servants 
and horses, and frequently give little neat dinners,, 
which are more expensive than a few splendid en-» 
tertainments ; beside which, you may be said to 
water your floctwith French wine, which altogether 
must consume your substance in a little while ; I 
have thought of putting you in a method that you, 
may retrieve your affidrs. In the first place, you 
must ' turn off all you|^ servants, and sell your 
horses ; I will find exercise for you. Your whole 
jkmily must consist of only one sound wholesome 
wench. She will make your beid^ and warm it; 



beside washing your linen, and mending it, darning^ 
your stockings^ &;c. But to save all expense in 
housekeeping, you must contrive some way or 
other, that she should have milk ; and I can assure 
you, it is the opinion of some of the best phy- 
sicians, that woihen*s milk is the wholesomest food 
in the world. 

Besides, this regimen, take it altogether, will 
certainly temper and cool your blood. You will 
BOt be such a boutefeuj as you have been ; and be 
teady, upon every trifling occasion, to ^ a whole 
kingdom in a flame. Had the Drapiei^ been a milk* 
6op, poor Wood had not sufl[ered so much ia his 
y^utation and fortune. It will allay that fervmir 
of blood, and quiet that hurry of spirits, which 
4>reaks out every now and then into poetry, and 
seems to communicate itself to others of the chapter. 
You would not then encourage Delany and Stop* 
lord in their idleness, but let them be as graVe as 
most of their order are with us. I am convinced 
they will sooner get preferment then^ than in the 
way they pow are. And I shall not be out of hopes 
of seeing you a bishop in time ; when you live in 
that regular way, which I shall propose. In short, 
in a few years, you may lay up money enough to 
buy even the bishoprick of Durham. For, if you 
keep cows instead of horses, in that high-walled 
drchard, and cultivate by your own industry a few 
potatoes in your garden, the maid will live well, 
and.be able to sell more, butter and cheese, than 
will answer her wages. You may preach then upop 
temperance with a better grace, than now^ that 
you are knoWn to consume seven or eight hogsheads 
of wine every year of yoor life. You wiU be nuld 

and 



and meek in your conrersation^ and not frighten 
parliament-men> ^d keep even lord lieutenants in 
awe. You will then be qualified for that slavery, 
which the country you live in, and the order you 
profess, seem ta be designed for. It will take off 
that giddiness in your head, which has disturbed 
yourself and others. The disputes between sir 
Arthur * and my lady, will for th« future be con- 
fined to pilose ; and an old thorn may be cut down 
in peace, and warm the parlour chimney, without 
heating the heads of poor innocent people, and? 
turning their brains. 

You ought to remember what St. Austin says, 
Poesis est vinum dcemonum^ Consider the life you 
now lead : you warm all that come near you with 
your wine and conversation ; and the rest of the 
world, with your pen dippied deep in St. Austin*s 
vinum dcemonum. 

So far for your soufs health. Now, as to' the 
health of your body : I must infonp you, that part 
of what I prescribe to you, is the same which our 
great friar Bacon prescribed- to the pope wJlo lived 
in his dap. Read his Cure of old age, and Pr^ 
nervation of youth, chapter the 1:2th. You used to 
say, that you found benefit from riding. • The 
French, an ingenious people^ used the word 
chevaucher^ instead of manter a cheval,' and th^ 
look upon it as the same thing in effect. 

* Sir Arthur Acheson> at whose seat, in a village called 
Market-hill in Ireland, the Dean sometimes made a long visit. 
The dispute between sir Arthur and my lady, here allud^ to^ 
is whether HamUton*s bawn should be turned into & bamuJ(, 
or a malt-house ? The Old Thorn is that cut down at Market* 
bin, the subject of a little poem written by Swift See VoU 
JtVLp.444. H. 
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i " Now, if you will go on after this, in jour old 
ways, and ruin your health, your fortune, and your 
reputation, it is no fault of mine. I have pointed 
out the road which will lead you to riches and pre- 
ferment; and that you may have no excuse from 
entering into this new course of life, upon pretence 
of doubting whether you can get a person properly 
i|aalified to fe«d you, and compose your new fa- 
nuly, I will recommend you to John Gay, who is 
much better qualified to bring increase from a 
*w<>man, than from a sum of money. But if be 
should be lazy (and he is so fat, that there is some 
reason to doubt him)? I will without fail supply 
you myself, that you may be under no disappoint- 
ments* Bracton says, Conjunctio maris etjosmihce 
jest jure natures. Vide Coke upon Littleton^ 
CiUvin's case, 1st vol. Reports. 

This I send you from my closet at Richkings *'• 

where I axn at leisure to attend serious affairs ; but 

when one is in town, there are so many things to 

iaugh 9it^ that it is very difficult to compose one's 

thoughts^ even long enough to write a letter of ad* 

nee to a friend. If I see any man serious in that 

crowds I look upon him for a very dull or designing 

f^ow. By the bye, I am of opinion, that folly and 

4mming are nearer allied than people are aware of. 

If ju fool runs out his fortune, and is undone^ we 

•ay, the poor man has been outwitted. Is it not as 

leasonable to say of a cunning rascal, who has lived 

miserably, and died hated and despised, to leave a 

great fortune behind him, that he has outwitted 

himself^ In short, to be serious about those trifles^ 



* A seat of his lordship's, in Buckiogbsinslure. B, 

which 
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which the majority of mankind think of conse* 
quefice, seems to me to denote folly ; and to trifle 
with those things which they generally treat ludi-* 
crously, may denote knavery. I have observed 
.^^tfiat in comedy, the best actor plays the part of the 
droll, while some scrub rogue is made the hero, or 
fine gentleman. So,^ in this farce of life, wise men 
pass their time in mirth, while fools only are se^ 
riotts* Adieu. Continue to be merry and wise; 
Jbfut never turn serious, or cunning. 



FROM MR. GAY. 

V 

]»£AR SIR, AM£8BUEY> APRIL S?^ 1731. 

Jl OURS without a date I received two days after 
my return to this place from London, where I stayed ' 
only four days. -I saw Mr. Pope, who is much 
better : I dined wkh him at lord Oxford's ; ' who 
never fails drinking your health, and is always very 
inquisitive after every thing that concerns you; 
Mr* Pulteney had received your letter, and seamed 
very much pleased with it ; and I thought ytm v^ 
much too in the good graces of the lady. Sir 
William Wjmdhatn, who you will by this time-' 
have heard has buried lady Catharine^ was at 
Ikwley in great affliction. Dr. Arbuthnot X found 
in good health and spirits. His neighbour Mr. ^ 
JLewis was gone to Bath. Mrs. Patty Blount I saw 
tkoot three times ; who will be very much pleased - 
when she knows you so kindly remember her. f 
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am .afraid Mrs. IJoward will not be so weXL satisfied 
with the comphments ypu send her. I break&sted 
twioe with her at Mrs. Blounfs^ and she told me^ 
that her indisposition had prevented her answering 
your letter. This she desired me tatell you, tiiats 
Ae would write to you soon ; and she desires you 
wiU accept of i her compliments in the mean time by 
me. Ypu should consider cii^eumstiances before you 
oensu^e. It will be too long for a letter to make her 
apolc^ ; but when I see you^. I shall . convince yen, 
that you mistake her*. This day before I left 
London, I gav6 orders for buying two South-sea. of 
India bonds for you, whtch cirfjr 4?. per cent, and 
are as easily turned into ready money as bank bills, 
which, by this time, I suppose is dpne. I shall go 
to London again for a few days in about a fortnight 
or three weeks, and then I will take care of the 
twelve pound afllair ivith Mrs. Lancelot, as'you^ 
direct ; or, if I hear of Mr. Pcfpe's being in 1Sowi4 
I will do it sooner,^ by a letter to him. Whenvl 
was ia town (after *i( bashful fit, for having' writ 
something like a- bve-letteT> And' in two years : 
making one visit), I writ toMrs^ DrelinbouH; ta 
apologise for my behaviour, and received a cvnl- 
aQ%wer, but had not tim^ to see her ; they am mr- 
ta^RsUy very dvil.:i so that I am -not so sanguine'to 
interpret this as any encouragemeht. I find hy 
Afrs. Barber, that she very mudbiinterests hersblf 
H^.: her affair ; and indeed firom every body who 
k^jpws her she answers the chsncter you first, 
gwpme. ■- (.Jr.: -•: . ^'Oj*: i. 

^ See ladjf Betty Gennaia's lettenb^ <>i -^^u'^j^T^fho^ '^ 

Wheijever 
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Whenever you come to England^ if ydu will pulti 
that confidence in me to give me notice^ I will meet, 
you at your landing place^ and conduct you hither.^ 
You have experience of me as a traveller ; and I 
promise you, I will not drop you on the road for 
any visit whatever. You tell me of thanks that I 
have not given. I do not know wliat to say to 
people who will be perpetually laying one under 
obligations : my behaviour to you, shall convince 
you that I am very sensiblis of them, though I 
never once mention them. I look uppn you as my 
best firiend and counsellor. I long for the time 
when Ive shall meet ^nd converse together. . I will. 
draw yen into no great company, beside those I 
live •: ]H(ith. In short; if you insist upon it, I will 
give up aU great* company for yours. These are 
conditions diat I ca^; hardly think you will insist 
^poii^ efti^ y^ur declarations to the ducheis, who 
is more md %i)ore impatient to see you :. and* all my 
fear is, th»t you wiU give up me Cor :beE, which 
«fter pay ungallwt declaration, 'Would,.hit very up- 
geowcmsi.:! But we will settle this matte^Jlogetfler 
when y^tt come tp Amesbury. After lalli?! .find I 
have been saying tw>thing ; for, speaking of het^ 
1 am taUdug a9 |f I were in my owupQwer^i Your 
used to blatne me for overn^olicitude abotdf myself.i 
I am now grown so rich, that I^dk> not^thkik roy^; 
telf woifh thinking on : so, that I wiU<|)rQ«ise you> 
never ^rjrnentioir myself,, or my own 9$FfttES ; - but 
you owedj^ all to the inquisitiveoesa otbyoilr friend^r 
ship ; and ten to one but you will, evei^ now and 
then draw fae in to. talk of myself agam. I sent 
you a gross state of my fortune already. ; 1 have not 
i^m to draw it out in particulars. When you come; 
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wet, the duchess will state it to you. I have left 
no room for her to write^ so that I will say nothing 
till my letter is gone ; but she would not forgive me, 
}i I did not send her compliments* 



TO VENTOSO. 

sm, APRIL aSj I73i« 

XQUR letter has lain by me without acknow* 
ledging it^ longer than I intended ; not for want of 
civility; but because I was wholly at a loss what to 
say ; for^ as your scheme of thinking, Conversing, 
and living, difiers in every point diametrically from 
mine, so I think myself the most improper person 
in the ^orld- to converse or correspcmd ^h you. 
You would be glad to be thought a proud man^ and^ 
3^t there ii not a grain of pride in you : for, you 
are pleaaed that people should know you have Men 
acquainted with persons of great narne^ and titles, 
wherel^ you confess, that you take it for an honour ; 
which a proud man never does : and besides; you 
run the hazard of not being beUeved^ You went 
dbroad^ and strove to engi^ yourself in a desperate 
cause^ very nmch to the damage of your fortune, 
and might have been to the danger of yotir fife, if 
there had not been, as it were, a combination of 
some, who vnmld not give credit to tlie account you 
gave of your transactions ; and of others, who 
cither really, or pretending to believe you, have 
fiven you out as a dangerous person ; of which last* 

notion 



^ 



^ ".♦ 
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notion I once hinted somethirig to you: because^ 
if what you repeated of yourself werfe true, it wair 
necessaiy that you had feither made your peace, 6t 
must have been pitogeeuted for high tfeasbu." Tlie 
i*eputation (if there be any), of having been ac-- 
quainted with princes, aiid other great persons,* 
arises from its being geriendly known to others, but 
never once mentioned by ourselves, if it can possibly 
be avoided. I say this perfectly for your service ; 
because an universal opinion, among those who know 
or have heard of you, that you hive always prac^' 
tised a direct contrary proceeding, has done yw 
more hurt, than your natural understanding, left" 
to itself, could ever have brought upon you. Tfe 
World will never allow any man that character which 
he gives to himself, by ojpenly ebnffessii^ it to those 
with "whom he corfrehes. Wit, teartiii^, valour^ 
great aoquaintanc^^ie^^istbMi of gdtfd meh, ' \Vili 
be known, alth6ugH We ^h6uld endeSvd6^1to conceal 
them, hovineyer they may pass unrewir9!b9 ; -hnti V 
do^bt, out! own bare^ asstertTottsv *tt|)orf any -bfe^thSsfe' 
points, will very little i^ail, -tfxceptfin tehi^i% fhe*^ 
hearers to judge directly 'tSntrary 't6 what wfe ad-' 
vnnce. Therefore; at this season of your life,' 1 
should be glad you would act after the common 
custom of mankind, and have done with thoughts 
of courts, * of ladies, of lords, of politics, and all 
dreiCms of being important in the world. I am 
glad your country life has taught you Latin, of 
which you were altogether ignorant when I knew 
you first ; and I am astonished how you came to 
recover it. Youf new friend Horace will teach you 
many lessons agreeable to what I have said^ for 
which I could refer to a do2tn passages, in a few 
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minutes. I should be glad to see the house wholfy 
«wept of these cobwebs ; and that you would taloe 
aa oath, never to mention a prince or princess^ a fo* 
t^^ or domestic lord^ an intrigue of state or of 
loje ;. but 9uit yojurself to the climate and company 
M^bjere your prudence will be to pass the rest of your 
hfe.; It is not a fertbing- matter to ypu what is doing 
intj^urope, more than to every alderman who reads 
the pp^s in a cofiee-house. If you could resolve to 
act j^bus^, your understanding is good i^ough to 
q!a|lify.ypu for tny conversation in this kingdom. 
]|j^ilies will receive you without fear or restraint ; 
mi;{watqh to hear you talk in the grand style, laugh 
n^^ you are gone, and tell it to all their ac« 
qiuultance. It is a happiness that this quality 
iKU^p' by a mai^ of.sepse, be as easily shaken off as 
it|ig{ acqujired,. esped^ly when b^ has no proper 
daim toit;;J^^u ^«re ^lo^.i^red to be a^man of 
business ; y^ ;Qever were called to any employ- 
fl|ents firt.qt^Bi^;. but destined to be a private gen« 
tl^tnaa, to e;Qte|rfa^n yourself with country business 
and country acxpiaintaoM ; or, at best, with books 
of amusement in your ofwti language* It is an.un- 
continued truth, that no man ever made an ill 
figure who understood his own talents, nor a good 
one who mistook them. I am, &c. 

JC«J. SWIFT. 
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PROM LADY BETTY OERMAIN. 

JUNE 5, 1731. 

FANCY you have comfiorted yourself a ' long 
time with the hopes of hearing no more from ' mis'; 
trat jwu may return your thanks to a downright fk 
tf the gout in my foot^ and as painful a rheumatisiA 
that followed immediately after in my arm, which 
bound me to my good behaviour. So you may per- 
teive I should make a sad nurse to Mr. Pope, wfa^ 
fitids the effects of age and a crazy carcase already. 
However, if it is true what I am informed, that yoli 
are coming hera sooA, I expect you should lirin^fe 
together; and if he Will beiur me whh patience, I 
chatf huat him with pleasure* 

I ^^bt kn6w what nomberof ifhapfitihstbe duke 
of Dbbet intends to carry oviti 'butf, '44 yet, I hate 
heard of but one that he has sent, lind he as worthy^ 
holiest, sensible a man, as any I know, Mr^ 
Brandreth, who^ I believ^ v^ras recommended to 
fovar acquaintance. I have hot been in a way of 
seeing Mrs. Barber this great while; but I hear 
(and I hope it is so) that she goes on in her sub- 
section very well; nor has the lady she so mueh 
fibred done her any harm, if she endeavoured i1^ 
wliSch is more than I know that she di3. I believe 
you will find by my writings that it is not quite 
eaiEy to me> so I will neither tease you^ nor trouble 
myself longer, who am most sincerely. 

Your fldthftd humble servant, 

E, GERMAIN. 
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TOUKVOFE. 

m 

DUBLIN^ JUNE 12, 1731. 

.J. P0UBT> liabit has little power to reconcile u? 
.with sickness attended by ps^n; With me, the 
loimess of spirits has a most unhappy effect ; I am 
grown less patient with solitude, and harder to be 
pleased with company^; which I could formerly 
better digest, when I could be easier without it than 
at present. As to sending you any thing that I 
have written since I left you (either verse or prose) 
f can. only say, that. I have ordered by my will, 
that all my papei:8 of any kind shsdl be delivered 
you^ to dispose ci as you please. I have several 
thmgs that I have had schemes to finish, or ^ at* 
.tempt, .but I ver^ fyqlishly put off; the tr^M|^e|. as 
.sinners do |beir- jrepentance: for I grow ev^y day 
more averse' from, writing, which is very x^a^ra^ 
and when I take a p^n say to myself a thou8aii4 
times non est tantL As to those papers of four or 
•five years paist, . that you are pleased to require 
M)on ; ^ they con»st of Uttle accidental things *|« writ 
in the couptiy. : ^figxiily amusements, never intended 

&rther than to divert ourselves and .some neurh-* 

• » • ■ - ' . ■ ^# 

bours : or some effects of anger on public grievances 
Jiere, whidi would be insignificant out of this 

»• . • - . 

"* Swift has beautiftflly expressed his feelings of the increaiixy 
sMTfows of declining fige, in a letter to Mrs. Moore> dated 
December 27i 1737* Bowles* 

f Theseivere pubHahed jn their Miscellanies ; and of manjr it 
were to be wished that they had never been known beyond the 
sweU drde they were originally written to smuse. Bowles. 

kingdom* 

r 
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kingdom. Two or three of us had ar faBCj^^Jihreir 
years ago^ to write a weekly ps^pier^. alid call it an * 
Intelligencer. But it contiai:fed not long ; for the- 
whole volume (it wa» reprinted in London^ and ^ 
find you have seen it)^ .was the work only of two/ 
myself, and Dr. Sheridan. If we coieiid have got 
some ingenious young man to have been the m%* 
nager, who should have published all that might 
be sent to him, it might have continued longer, . 
for there were hints enough. But the printer here , 
obuld not afford such a young man onefarthing for - 
his trouble^ 'the sale being so small, andtheprice^ 
one halfpenny ; and so it dropped. In the volume 
you saw (to answer your questions) the 1, 3, 5, 7, . 
were mine. Of the 8th I writ only the verses, 
. (very unciorrect, but against a iellow we all hated^) - 
the 9th mine, the loth only the verses, and of. 
those not the four last slovenly lines ; th^. 15th is a 
pamphlet of mine printed before, with Dr. She- 
ridan*s preface, merely for laziness, not to disap* 
point the town: and so was the' 19th, which con- - 
tains only a parcel of facts relating . purely to the 
miseries of Ireland, and wholly useless and un^ 
entertaining. As to other things of mine, since I 
left you ; there a^e, in prose, a View of the State! 
of Ireland ; a Project for eating Children ; and 4 
Defence of lord Carteret : in verse, a Libel on Dr. 
Delany * and lord Carteret;* a Letter to Dr. 
Delany on the Libels writ against him^ th^ 

. ^\A very huficrous answer to this lunnanly scunilit}^ Vfm 
written by Lady M. W. Montagu. It is not published^ and ux^ • 
deed has been properly suppreised by the wortliy editor (tf her 
ivorks. Bowles. ... 
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Banvdc (a stolen copy); the Ladys Journal*': 
the Lad}^8 Dressing room (a stolen copy) ; the Flea 
ol the Damned (a stolen copy) ; all these have been 
prihted in London. (I forgot to tell you that the 
Tale of sir Ralph was sent from England.) Beside 
thcie there apre five or six (perhaps more) papers of 
versus writ in the north, but perfect^am//?/ things -^^ 
two or three of which may be tolerable, the rest 
but indifferent, and the humour only local, and 
some that would give offence to the times. Such as 
they are, I will bring them, tolerable or bad, if I 
recover this lameness, and live long enough to see 
you either here or there. I forget agam to tell you 
that the Scheme of paying Debts by a Tax on Vices, 
is not one syllable mine, but of a young clergyman 
whom I countenance ; he told me it was built upon 
» passage in Gulliver, where a projector hath some* 
thing upon the same thought. This young mvn^ 
is the most hopeful we have: a book of his poems 
was printed in London ; Dr. Delany is one of his 
patrons : he is married and has children, and makes 
np about 100?. a year, on which he lives decently* 

* 'Pioft spe&iks of this work in a letter to Dr. Sheridan: ''I 
am nxQch pleased with most of the InteUig^noers ; but I am i^ 
fitde piqued at the author of them), for not once doing me the 
fapmour of a mention upon so honourable an occasion as bcii^ 
slandered b^ the dunces^ together with my firiend the Dean.** 
Bowles. 

f A very exceDent^ because perfect, sort of primitive yenta, 
iMdi never rose above daily topips, and the chat of the times. 
The greatat part of Swift's poetiy is of this kind. I know not 
ef any vmk of the Dean's that can be stricdy called pascal. 
Our baids of this species are numerous. Dr. Wartow. 

^ His name was Pllkington} and he wa? husband of the hif 
llhPlimite memoirs of ber own U^ pr.WAaroK, 
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The utmost stretch of his ambttioa is, to gither 
up as much superfluous moa^ as will give him a 
si^t of you, uid half an hour of your pnBs0nce; 
after which he will return home in full satisftction, 
and, in proper time, die in peace. 

My poetical fountain is drained, and I profess I 
grow gradually so dry that a rhime with me is al-t 
most as hard to find as a guinea, and ev^en prose spe^ 
culatiohs tire me almost as much. Vet I have a 
thing in prose*, begun above twenty-eight years 
ago, and almost finished. It will make a four 
shilling volume, and is such a perfectiopi of folly 
that you shall never hear of it till it is printed^ and 
then you shall be left to guess. Nay I have another 
of the same age -f*, which will require a long time to 
perfect, and is worse than the former, in which I 
will serve you the same way. I heard lately from 
]!^r. ■ — ■> who promises to be less lazy in order to 
mend his fortune. But women who live by their 
beauty, and men by their wit, are seldom pro- 
vident enough to cbnsider that both wit and beauty 
will go off with years, and there is no living upon 
the credit of what is past. 

I am in great concern to hear of my lady fio- 
lingbroke's ill health returned upon her, and I doubt 
my lord will find Dawley too solitary without her* 
In that neither he nor you are companions young 
enough for me, and I believe the best part of the 
reason why men are said to grow children when 
they are x>ld, is because they cannot entertain 
themselves with thinking ; which is the very case 

* PoBte Ccmveraatioa See the seventeenth ti^iluxae of this 
wu t k m . N. 
t IXnctions to Sevfaafts. SsevgLXIX. N. 
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d Kttlt b<9^ aiid girls^ who love to be noisy among 
tbeir pltyfeUows.; I am told Mrs. Pope is without 
p^n^ and I have not heani of a more gentle decay, 
withoi^ uneasiness to herself or friends ; yet I can- 
not but pity you, who are ten times the greater 
suflferer^ by having the person you most love so 

^long before 'you, and dying daily ; and I pray Go<l 
it may not ^^ct your piijid or your health. 

JON. SWIFT. 



A COUNTERFEIT LETTER TO THE 

QUEEN*, 

MADAM^ PUBUN, JUNE 22, 1731, 

X HAVE had the honour to tell your msye^ty^i or 
pother occasioii, that provinces labour under on^ 
P^igh^y inisfortune, which is, in a great measure, 
the caus^ of all th^ rest ; and that is, that they are 
for the most part far removed from the prince's eye i 
and, of consequenpe, fron^ the influence both of his 
wisdom and goodness. This is the case of Irelan^ 
beyond explosion ! ■ 

There is not one mortal here, who is not well 
satisfied of ypi^r majesty's good intentions to all 
yoifr people : and y^t your subjects of this isle are 
^o far fron^ sharing the effects pf your good dispor 

♦ Thus endorwd by Dr. Swift : " Counterfeit letter from me 
to tlje Queen> sent to me by Mr. Pppe j dated June ^, 1751 ; 
received Ju]y^l9> 1731 : given by the^cbuntess of Suffidk.*! See 
a letter from tbeqqunte8S> dated Sept.i25> 17^1. N. 

sitions^ 
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sttioQSj in any equitable degree; are'«o far firom 
enjoying all the good to which they are entitled 
from your mjyesty*« most gracious inclinations : that 
they often find great difficulty hawr to enjoy even 
the relief of complaint. 

To omit a thousand other instances, there* U one 
person of Irish birth, eminent for genius and merit 
pf many kinds, an honour to her country, and to 
Tier sex : 1 wil: be bold to say, not less so in her 
sphere than your majesty in yours. And yet all 
talents and virtues have not yet been able to in- 
^ueQce any one person about your majesty, so far 
as to introduce her into your least notice. As I 
l^m your majesty's most dutiful and loyal subject, 
it is a debt I owe your majesty to acquaint you, 
that Mrs, Barber, the best female poet of this or 
perhaps of any age, is ^ow in yoijr majesty's capital ; 
known to lady Hertford, lady Torrington, lady 
M^^lpple, &<r. ; a woman . whose genius is honoured 
by every man of genius in this kingdom, and 
either honoured or envied by every man of genius 
inEngland. 

Your majesty is justly reverenced for those great 
abilities with which God has blessed you ; for your 
rc^rd to learning, and your zeal for true religion. 
Complete your character, by your regard to persons 
of genius ; especially those, who make the greatness 
of their talents, after your majesty's example, sub- 
servient to the good of mankind and the glory of 
God ; which is most remarkably Mrs. Barber^s case 
and character. 

■ Give me leave to tell you, madam^ that eveiy 
lubject of understanding and Virtue, throughout 
^our dominions^ is apjpointed by'Prdlddence of your 
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.oouDcil. And this, madain^ is an open and an 
honcist apology for this trouble; or^ to speak more 
properly, for this dutiful information. It is }^ur 
true interest, that all your subjects should see* that 
merit is regarded by you in one instance; or rather, 
that it is not disregarded in any instance. Let 
them daily bless God for every gift of wisdom and 
-goodness bestowed upon you, and pray incessantly 
for the long continuance of them ; a& doth 
Your majesty's most dutiful 

and 103^1 subject and servant, 

JON. SWIFT. 



TO MR GAY. 

DUBLIN, JUNE 29, 17^1. 

JciVER since I received your letter, I have been 
upon a balance about going to England, and landing^ 
at Bristol, to pass a month at Amesbury, as the 
duchess has given me leave. But many diflSculties 
have interfered : first, I thought I had done with 
the lawsuit, and so didall my lawyers, but my ad* 
^^^^^^y softer being hi appearance a protestant these 
twenty year^ has declared he was dways a papist, 
and ponsequwtly by tiie law here, cannot buy nor 
(I thmk) sell; so that I am atsea again, for almost 
*1I I am worth. But I have ^still a worse evil ; for 
the giddiness I was subject to, instead of coming 
seldom and violent, now constantly attends me 
vme or Iw^^Jl^ough in 4 imwne peaceable manner, 

yet 



yfft such as will npt qualify me to live among the 

young and healthy: and the duchess^ in all her 

youth, spirit^ and grandeur, will make a very ill 

nurse ; and her ^omen not much better. Valetu-* 

dinarians must live where they can command, and 

scold ; I must have horses to ride. I must go to 

bed and rise when I please, and live where all 

mortals are subservient to me. I must talk non- 

ee^e when I please, and all who are present moft 

commend it. I must ride thrice a week, and walk 

three or four miles beside, every d^y. 

I always told you Mr, was good for notliing. 

but to be a rank courtier. I care not whether he 
fever writes to me or no. He and you may tell diis 
to the duchess, and I hate to see you so charitable^ 
and such a cully ; and yet I love you for it, becauae 
J am one myself. 

You are the silliest lover in Christendom : If you 

like Mrs. , why do you not command her to 

take you ? if she does not, she is not worth pur- 
suing ; you do her too much honour ; she has nei- 
thei" sense nor taste, if she dares to refuse you 
though she had ten thousand pounds. I do not 
remember to have told you of thanks that you jiave 
not given, nor do I understand your meaning, and 
I am sure I had never the least thoughts of any my- 
aelf. If I am your {rie^d, it is for my own repu- 
tation, and from a princij^e of self-Jove; and I 
sometimes reproach you for not honouring me in 
^letting the world know we are friends. 
. I see very well how matters go with tlie dudiesi 
in regard to me. I heard her mj % ^ Mr. Gay, 

« Warton mvfB, " T)Mre > fvqsim^ Jn^vaur sadiylftMsbv 
bk aHm sffiBc^d blmitiicss of this lettser, and the d^gant eom]di«» 
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fiU your letter to the dean, fliat there may be no 
room for me ; the frolirk is gone far enough, I have 
writ thrice, I will do no more; if 'the man has a 
mind to come, let hrm coihe; what'* a" clutter is 
Iwre? positively I will not write a syllable more.** 
She is an ungrateful duchess- considering how many 
adorers I have procured her hei*e, over and above 
the tliousands she had before. — I cannot allow you 
fich enpugli till you are worth seven thousand 
pt)nnds, which will bring you three hundred per 
annwn^ and this will maintain you, with the per- 
<^i$ite of spunging while you are young, and 
iffclen j'^ou are old will afford you a pint of port at 
iHght, two servants, and an old maid, a little gar- 
den,, and pen and ink — provided you live in the 
country. — Have you no scheme either in verse or 
prose ? The duchess should keep you at hard meat, 
ahd by that means force you to write; and so I 
IfaVe done with you. 

MADAM, 

Since I began to gfo^v old, I have found all ladies 
become inconstant, without any reproach from their 
conscience. If I wait on you, I declare that one of 
your women (which ever it is that has designs upon 
a ii^haplain) must be my nurse, if I happen to be 
sick or peevish at your house ; and in that case you 
must suspend your doipineering claani till I recover. 
Your omitting the usual appendix ,to Mr. Gay's. 

xnents paid under the appearance of rudeness. Voiture has no- 
thSAg more deiicate. Waller's to Sacharissa on her marriage^ is 
ii^^the same strain^ and is a master-pieoe of panegyric under the, 
appearance of satire/'*^— My opinion is totally different. The 
reader must deteraaiAi^ if he can bear to read it through. 

BOWLM. 

letters 
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lettem has done me infinite mischief here ; fof 
jnrhile you, continued them, you, would wonder how 
irivil the ladies here t\'ere to me, and how fimcU 
4hey have altered since. I dai^ noft confess that I 
.have descended . so^ low as to writ^ to your grace, 
aft&r the abominable n<^lect.you have been guilty 
of ; for if they^ but suspected it, I should J;pse them 
alL One of them, who had but an iulitlih of the 
matter (your grace will hardly believe it) refij^ed 
to beg my pardon upon her knee?, for once neglect- 
ing to make my rice-milk. Pray, consider this^ 
and do your duty, or dread the consequence. 1 
promise you shall have your will six minuted every 
hour at Amesbury, and seven in London, . while I 
tsixn in health : but if I happen to be $ick, I must: 
govern to a second. Yet properly speaking, there 
is no man alive with so much truth and respect. 

Your grace's most obedient [] 

and devoted servant, - ' 






. -»v ■ . - 

^ < •-' 



FftOM THE DUCHESS OF '(^U^E jifSBEI^ftY 

AND MR Gay. -' ■ 

THE DUCHESS. 

JULY 1&, 173K 

X (yp are my dear friend^ I am sure, for you are 
hard to be found : that you are so^ is certainly owing 
to some evil genius^ For/ if you say true, this is 
the veryproperest place you can repair to. There 
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is not a liead upon any of our shoulders*^ that if 
not, at ftome times, worse than jrours 6an possibly 
'be at the worst ; and not one to compare with y6m« 
whe^ at best, except your frietads are yoiir sworn 
liars. So in cne respect at least, you will find 
things just as they pould be wished: It is farther 
necessary to assute you, that the duchess is neither 
hadthy tiof ydung ; she lives in alt the spirits she 
can ; and with as little grandeur as she can pos- 
sibly. She too, as well as you, can scold, and 
command ; but she can be silent, and obey, if she 
pleases ; and then for a good nurse; it is out of dis- 
pute, that she must prove an excellent one, who 
has been so experienced in the infirmities of ofliers, 
and of her own. As for talking nonsense, provided 
you do it on purpose, she has no objection : there 
is some sense in nonsense, when it does not come 
by chance. In short, I am very sure, that ^e had 
set her heart upon seeing you at this place. Here 
are women enough to attend you, if you shoidd 
happen not to approve of her. She has not one fine 
lady belonging to ber^ or her house. She is im- 
patient to be governed, and is cheerfiilly deter^ 
mined, that you shall quietly enjoy your own will 
and pleasure as longaiever you please. 

MR. GAY. 

You shall ride, you shall walk, and she will be 
glad to follow your example : and this will be doing 
good at the same time to her and yourself. I had 
not heard firom you so long, that I was in fiears about 
yoU|>,andin the utmost impatience for ia Irtter. I 
iiad flattered asyself, your lawsuit wis at an end^, 

an4 
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and that your own monejr was inyoiir own pocket; 
and aboat a month ago^ I was every day expecting 
a summons to Bristol. Yom* money is either gettihg^ 
or losing something; for I have placed. it in the 
funds. For I am grown so much a man of business^ 
that is to say^ so covetous^ that I cannot bear to let 
a sum of money lie idle. Your friend Mrs. How- 
ard is now countess of Suffolk. I am still sotiiuch^ 
a dupe, that I think you mistake her. Come to^ 
Amesbury^ and you and I will dispute this matter ;- 
and the duchess shall be judge. But I fancy ytvt 
will object against her ; for I will be so fair to yoii^' 
as to own, that I tliink she is of my^ide ; but, ^ in 
short, you shall choose any impartial referee you 
please. I have heard from her ; Mr. Pope has seen 
her; I beg you would suspend your judgment till 
we talk over this afiair tc^ther ; for, I fancy, by 
your letter, you have neither heard from her, or 
seen her ; so that you cannot at present be as good ' 
a judge as we are. I will be a dupe for you at any 
time : therefore I beg it of you, that you would let 
me be a dupe in quiet. 

As you have had several attacks of the giddiness 
you at present complain of, and that it has formerly 
left you, I will hope, diat at this instant you are^ 
perfectly well ; though my fears were so very great, * 
before I received your letter, that I may probably' 
flatter myself, and think you better than you are^ 
As to my being a manager for the duke, you have^ 
beea misinformed. Upon the discharge of an un^ 
just steward, he took the administration into hii^^ 
own hands. I own, I was called in to his -as^ 
sistance^ when the state of afiairs was in the^ 
gieateft coafiiiion. Like an ancient Romaii/ I' 
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caoia, put my helping hand to. set affairs rights 
s|nd 08 soon as it was donc^ I aio retired ^aiu.a^ 
^private man* 

" . THE DUCHESS. 



•- -1 



. 'What you imagined you heard her sajr^ was a 
good deal in her style : it was a thousand to one she 
I^ said so ; but I must do her the justice to say, 
that she did npt^ either in thought or word. I am. 
sure she wants to be better acquainted with you ; 
for which she lias . found out ten thousand reasoiip; 
- ^t we will tejl you, if you will Qome. 

, MR. GLVY. 

• . . . 

By your letter, I cannot guess whetlier we ate 
likely to see you or not. Why might not tlie 
Amesbury downs make you better ? 



THE DUCHESS. 



■ ./ 



PSAR SIR, 

Mr. Gay 'tells me, I must write upon his line for 
fear of taking up too much room. It was his &ult 
that I omitted my duty in his last letter, for .he 
never told me one word of writing to you, till he 
had sent away his letter. However, as a mark of 
my groat humility, I shall be ready and glad to ask 
you pardon upon my knees, as 3oon as ever you 
come, though not in fault. I own this is a little 
mean spirited ; which I hope will not make a bad 
uqpression, considering you are the occasion. I 
to all your conditions ; so pray, come ; for, 

I have 



*■ 



I have not only promised mjrself, but Mr. Gay 
also^ the satisfaction, to hear you talk as much non- 
sense as you can possibly utter, 

MR- GAY. 

, You will read in the Gazette of a friend of yours, 
who has lately had the dignity of being disgraced * : 
for he, and every body, except five or six, look 
upon it in the same light. I know, were you here, 
you would congratulate him upon it. I paid the 
twelve pounds to Mrs. Lancelot, for the uses you 
directed. I have, no scheme at present, either to 
raise my fame or fortune. I daily reproach myself 
for my idleness. You know one cannot write when 
one will. I think and reject : one day or other, 
perhaps, I may think on something that may engage 
me to write. You and I are alike in one particular^ 
I wish to be so in many ; I mean, that we hate to 
write upon other folks hints. I love to have my 
own scheme, and to treat it in my own way. This, 
perhaps, may be taking too much upon myself, atid 
I may ^ake a bad choice ; but I can always ente^ 
into a scheme of my own with more ease and plea«^ 
' sure, than into that of any other body. I long to 
see you ; I long to hear from you ; I wish you health ; 
I wish you happiness ; and I should be very happy 
myself to be-witness that you enjoyed my wishes. 

* William Pultency," esq. who July 1, 1731, was by order of 
king Qepi^ IL struck out of the list of the privy council, and 
put out of all the cammissions of the peace. B. 
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TO MR. POPE. 

DEAR SIR, JULY 20, 1731- 

WRIT you a long letter not many days ago, 
which, therefore, did not arrive until after your last 
that I received yesterday, with the enclosied from 
me to the queen. You hinted something of this 
in a former letter : I will tell you sincerely how the 
afiair stands. \ never was at Mrs. Barber's house 
in my life, except once that I chanced to pass by 
her shop, was desired to walk in, and went no fiair- 
ther, nor staid three minutes. Dr. Delany has been 
long her protector ; and he, being many years my 
acquaintance, desired my good offices for her, and 
brought her several times to the deanery. I knew 
she was poetically given, and, for a woman, bad a 
sort of genius that way. She appeared veiy modesT 
and pious, and I • believe was sincere ; and Wholly 
turned to poetry. I did conceive hef journey to 
England was oti the score of her trade, being a 
wooUendraper, until Dr. Delany said, she had a 
design of printing her poems by subscriptiA, and 
desired I would befriend her : which I did, chiefly 
by your means ; the dotioT still urging me on : upon 
whose request I writ to her two or three times, be- 
cause she thought that my countenancing her might 
be of use. IxHtl Carteret very much befriended^ 
her, and she seems to. have made her way not ill. 
As for those. three letters you. mention, supposed 
all to be written by me to the queeii» on Mrs. 
Barber's account, especially the letter which bears 
my name ; I can only say, that the apprehensions 
one xjMy be apt to have of a friend's doing a foolish 
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thing; is an effect of kindness : and God kno^ wh6 
is free from playing the fool some time or' other« 
But in such a degree as to write to the queen, whd 
has used me ill without any cause^ and to write in 
such a manner as the letter you sent me, and ill 
such a style^ and to have so much zeal for one 
almost a stranger, and to make such a description of 
a woman as to prefer her before all mankind ; and 
to instance it as one of the greatest grievances of 
Ireland; that her majesty has not encouraged Mrs. 
Barber, a woollendraper s wife, declined in the world 
because she has a knack at versifying ; was to sup- 
pose, or fear, a folly so transcendent, that no man 
eou|d be guilty of, who was not fit for Bedlam. 
You know the letter you sent enclosed ' is not my 
hand ; and why I should disguise, and yet sign my 
name, should seem unaccountable : especially when 
I am taught, and have reason to believe, that I am 
under tiie queen^s displeasure on many accounts, and 
one very late, for having fixed up a stone over the 
burying place of the duke of Schomberg, in my 
cathedral : which, however, I was assured by u 
worthy person, who solicited that affiiir last summer 
with some relations of the duke, '* That her majesty, 
on hearing the matter, said they ought to erect a 
monument.** Yet I am told assuredly, that the king 
hot long ago, on the representation and complaiitt 
of the Prussian envoy (with a hard name) who has 
married a grand-daughter of the duke, said pub- 
Hckly in the drawing-room, " That I had put up 
that stone out of malice, to raise a quarrel between 
his majesty and the king of Prussia." This per* 
haps may be fttlse, because it is absurd : for I thought 
it W8t a whiggish action to honour duke Sgfaomber^> 

a 2 ^iw^ 
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who wif 80 instrumental in the revolution, and was* 
ftadtholder of Prussia, and otherwise in the service 
of that electorate, which is now a kingdom. You 
will observe the letter sent me concluded, " Your 
majesty's loyal subject;'* which is absolutely ab- 
surd ; for we are only subjects to the king^ and so is 
her majesty herself. I have had the happiness te be 
known to you above twenty years ; and I appeal, 
whether you have known me to exceed the common 
indiscretions of mankind ; or that^ when I conceived 
myself to have been so very ill used by her majesty, 
whom I never attended but on her own commands, 
I should turn solicitor to her for Mrs* Barber ? If 
the queen had not an inclination to think ill of me, 
the knows me too well to believe in her own fieart 
that I should be such a coxcomb. I am pushed on 
by that unjust suspicion to give up so much of my 
discretion, as to write next post to my lady Suffolk 
op this occasion^ and to desire she will shoiV" what I 
write to the queen ; although I have as much reason 
to complain of her, as of her majesty^ upon the sabre 
of her pride and negligence^ which make her fitter 
to be an Irish lady than an English one« You told 
mey ^^ she complained that I did not write to her ;** 
when I did^ upon your advice^ and a letter that 
required an answer^ she wanted the civility to acquit 
berself. I shall not be less in the favour of God^ or 
the esteem of my friends> for either of their majes- 
ties hard thoughts^ which they only take up from 
misrepresentations. The first time I saw the queen, 
I took occasipn^ upon the subject of Mr. Qsy, to 
complain of that veiy treatment which innocent 
persons often receive from princes and great minis- 
ters, that they too easily receive bad impreasiona; 




and although they are demonstrably convinced that 
those impressions had no grounds, yet they ivUl n^ 
Yer shake them off. This I said upon sir Robert 
Walpole's treatment of Mn Gay about a libel ; and 
the queen fell entirely in with me, yet now falk into 
the same errour. As the letter -[•*****♦*♦ 
♦ *»***♦* of accidents, and out of perfect 
commiseration, 8^c. 

JON- SWIFT^ 



m 



TO THE COUNTESS OP SUFFOLK, 



MADAM, ' JULY 24, IJSl. 

J[ GIVE you joy of your new title, and of the con-» 
sequences it may have, or hath had, on your rising 
at courts whereof I know nothing but by common 
Eune ; for, you remember how I prophesied of your 
behaviour, when you should come to be a great 
lady^ at the time I drew your character; and hope 
yon have kept it. I writ to you some time ago, by 
the advice of Mr. Pope : I writ to you pivilly : but 
yon did not answer my letter, althouj^h you were not 
then a countess ; and if you wer§, your neglect was 
lo much the worse : for your title hs^ not increased 
yonv value with me ; and your cppduct must be 
^ery good, if it will not lessen you. Neither should 
fOVf have heard from me now, if it were not on a 
particuliyr occasion. I 0nd, from several instances, 

t Here tbe paper is accidentally torn. There seem to hft 
fKfmUng eight small (quarto Unes^ which conclude with those ftw 
worjsoDtlM back of the page which follow the asterisks* H. 



tjO m»rOLAltY CORHESPONDENCB. 

that I am under the queen*s diipleasure ; and as it i« 
nraal atnong princes, without any manner of reasoii. 
I «un told, there were three letters sent to her ma- 
jesty in relation to one Mrs. Barber, who is now in 
London, and soliciting for a subscription to her 
poems. It seems, the queen thinks that these 
fetters were written by me : and I scorn to defend 
myself even to her migesty, grounding my sooro 
upon the opinion I had of her justice, her taste^ and 
good sense ; especially when the last of those letters, 
whereof I have just received the original from Mr. 
Pope*, was signed with my name: and why I 
should disguise my hand, which you know very 
well, and yet write my name, is both ridiculous 
and unaccountable. Last post, I wrote my whole 
sentiments on the matter to Mr, Pope; who tells 
me, ^^that you and he vindicated me on all the 
^khree letters ;** which, indeed, was but bare justice 
in you both, for he is my old friend, and you are 
TO my debt on acpount of the esteem I had for 
you. I desire you would ask the queen^ *' Whe- 
ther, since the time I had the honour to be 
known to her, I ever did one single action, or said 
one single word, to disoblige her?" I never asked 
her for any thifig : and you well know, that whea 
I had an intention to go to Fraivce, about the 
time that the late king died, I desired your 
opinion (not as you were a courtier) whether H 
should go or not: and that you absolutely forbid 
me, as a thing that would look disaffected, tindf 
for other reasons, wherein I confess I was your 
dupe as well as somebody's else : and, fo^ want o/ 

^ S^ before^ page $16 ; and see hereafter Sept. 25, 173 

N. 
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that journey^ I fell sick, and was fbrqed to return 
. hither to my unenviied home. I hear the queen has 
. blamed me for putting a stone, with a latin inscrip^ 
. tion^ over the duke of Schomberg*s burying place 
in my cathedral ; and that the king said puUickly, 
'^ I had done it in malice, to create a quarrel between 
him and the king of Prussia.** But the publick 
firints, as well as the thing itself, will vindicate me: 
and the hand the duke had the revolution made 
him deserve the best mommient. Neither ccqild the 
king of Prussia justly take it ill, who must needs 
have heard tliat the duke was in the serticc of 
Prussia, and stadtholder of it, as I have seen in his 
titles. The first time I 6aw thequecn, I talked to 
her largely upon the conduct of prinoes and grfat 
ministers, it was on a particulajt occasion ; ^^ That 
when they receive an ill accottnt of any person, 
althou^ tl^ afterward have the greatest demoiv- 
stration of the &lsehood, yet, will they never be re- 
ccmciled :** And although the queen Sell in with me 
upon the hardship of such a proceeding, yet now 
she treats me exactly in the same manner. I have 
•fcults enoi^h, but never was guilty of any either to 
her majesty or to you; and as little to the king, 
whom I never saw, but when I had the h<mour to 
loss his hand* I am sensible that I owe a great 
deal of this usage to sir Robert Walpole ; whom yet 
J never offisnded, although he was pleased to quarrel 
^th me very unjustly : for which i showed not the 
ieast resentment (whatever I might have in my 
heart) nor was ever a partaker with those who have 
been battling with him for some years past. I am 
contentsd that the queen should see this letter; 

and 
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and would please to consider how severe a censim 
it is to believe I should write three to her^ oidy to 
• find fault with her ministry, and recommend Mrs» 
Barber : whom I never knew until she was recom- 
mended to me by a worthy friend, to help her to 
subscribers, which by her writings I thought she 
deserved. Her majesty gave me leave, and even 
commanded me, above five years ago, if I lived unttf 
she was queen, to write to her on behalf of Ireland: 
for the miseries of this kingdom she appeared then 
to be much concerned. I desired the friend who 
introduced me to be a witness of her majesty^s pro- 
mise. Yet that liberty I never took, although I had 
too many occasions; and is it not wonderftil, that I 
should be suspected of writing to her in such a style, 
in such a counterfeit hand, and my name subscribed, 
upon a perfect trifle, at the same time that I well 
Imew myself to be very much out of her majestj/^ 
good graces? I am, perhaps, not so very much 
.awed with majesty as others ; having known courts 
more or less from my early youth. And I have 
Aiore tiian once told the queen, ^ That I did not 
regard her station half so much, as the good under- 
standing I heard and found to be in her i** neither 
did I ever once see the late king, although her ma- 
jesty was pleased to chide me on that account, tor 
my singularity. In this I am a good whig, by 
thinking it sufficient to be a dutiful subject, without 
any personal regard for princes, &rther than as their 
virtues deserve; and upon that score, had a most 
particular respect for the queen, your mistress* 
One who ^asks nothing may talk with freedom ; and 
that is my case. I }utve not said half that was in 

my 



my hearty but I will have done : and remembering 
that you are a countess^ will borrow so much cere** 
jnony as to Temain, with great respect, Madam^ 

Yiour ladyship's most obedient 

and most humble servant, 

JON. SWIFT. 



^PBft 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

' AUGUSTS, 1731. 

X AM indebted to you, my reverend dean, for a 
letter of a very old date f the expectation of seeing 
you from week to week, which our friend Gay made 
me entertain, hindered me from writing to you m 
good while ; and I have since deferred it by waiting 
ah opportunity of sending my letter by a safe hand* 
That opportunity presents itself at last, and Mr. 
Echlin will put this letter into your hands. You 
win hear from him, and from others, of the general 
state of things in this country, into which I returned^ 
and where I am confined for my sins. If I enter* 
tained the notion, which by the way I believe to be 
much older than popery, or even than Christianity, 
q( making up an account with Heaven, and demand^ 
ing the balance in bliss, or paying it by good works 
and sufierings of my own, and by the merits and 
sufferings of others, I should imagine that I had ex« 
piated all the fbults of my life, one way or other, 
since my return into England. One of the circum* 
stances of my situation, which has afflicted me most, 
and which ftfflicts me still so^ is the absolute inutility 
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- 1 am of to those whmii I should be the best pkM^ 

.to serve. Success in serving my friendfl wouki' 

make me amends for the want of it in disserving 

my enemies. It is intolerable to want it in bothj 

and yet bo^th go together generally. 

I h^ve had two or three projects on foot for mak* 
ing such an establishment here as might tempt you 
to quit Ireland. One of them would have succeed- 
ed, and would have been agreeable in every respect, 
if engagements to my lady's kinsman (who did not, 
I suppose, deserve to be your clerk) had not pre- 
vented it Another of them cannot tiike place, with- 
out the consent of those, who would rather have 
you a dean in Ireland, than a parish priest in Eng- 
land; and who are glad .to keep you, where your 
sincere friend, my late lord Oxford, sent you. A 
third was wholly in my power ; but when I inquired 
exactly into the value, I found it less than I had 
believed ; the distance from these parts was great ; 
and beside all this, an unexpected and groundless 
dispute about the right of presensation (but still 
such a dispute as the law must determine) had arisen. 
You will please to believe, that I mention these 
things for no other reason than to show you, how 
much those friends deserve you should make them a 
visit at least, who are so desirous to settle you 
i^ong them. I hope their endeavours will not be 
always unsuccessful. 

I received^ «ome time ago, a letter from Dr. De- 
lany ; and very lately Mr. Pope sent me some sheets, 
which seem to contain the substance of two sermons 
of that gentleman's. The pkilosapkia prima is 
above my reach, and especially when it attempts to 
gpirove^ ^t God has done^ pr does 99 and so, by at* 

tempting 
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tempting to prove^ that doing so and so is essential 
to his attributes, or necessary to his design; and 
that the not doing so and so, would be inconsistent 
with the former, or repugnant to the latter. ^ I 
content myself to ^contemplate what I am sure he 
has done, and to adore him for it in humble silence. 
I can demonstrate, that every cavil, which has been 
brought against the great system of the world, phy* 
sicai and ,moi*al, from the days of Democritus and 
£^curus to this day, is absurd ; but I dare not pro* 
nounce why things are made as they are, state the 
ends of inftoite wisdom, and show the proportion of 
the means *. 

Dr. Delany, in his letter to me, mentioned some 
errours in the critical parts of learning, which he 
hoped he bad corrected, by showing the mistakes^ 
particularly of sir John Marsham, on whose autho* 
rity those arrours were built. Whether I can be of 
use to him even in this part, I know not ; for, hav- 
ing fixed my opinion long ^^ concerning all tthci^t 
history and chronology, by a careful examination 
into the first principles of them, I have ever since 
laid that study totally aside. I confess^ in the letter 
I writ lately to the doctor, notwithstanding my 
great respect for sir John Marsham, tliat his au-* 
thority is often precarious, because he leans often 
on other authorities, which ar^ ^so. But to you I 
will c(H»fe8s a little more : I thinks nay^ \ koowj 

* YettJ^tippearstdliATebeen theatfemptof Mr.Pbpe/inMs 
V Essay Oh Msn/* in ftbiph he piofeasos to ha^ adopted Uird Bo- 
lingbroke's principles^ 

'' Thou wert my guide, philosopher^ andfHeod;** 
maid'srhich loMl Bolingbroke, in a subsequent port of this letter^ 
ta^ was tttdertaken tft his iMdgation j a{^rovk)g, atthesaoHi 
time, of the first tbree boo](s, which be had seen and trnm- 
te«d. if. 
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that there is no possibility of making any system of 
that kind^ without doing the same thing ; and that 
the defect is in the subject, not in the writer, I 
have read the writings of some who differ from him; 
and of others who undertook paiiicularly to refute 
him. It seems plain to me, that this was the ^ase. 
All the materials of this sort of learning are dis- 
jointed and broken. Time has contributed to rea- 
der them so, and the unfaithfulness of those who 
have transmitted them down to us, particularly of 
that vile fellow Eusebius *, has done even more than 
time itself. By throwing these fragments into a 
different order, by arbitrary interpretations (and it 
is often impossible to make any others) in short, by 
a few plausible guesses for the connexion and appli*' 
cation of them, a man may, with tolerable inge- 
nuity, prove almost any thing by them. I tried 
formerly to prove, in a learned dissertation, by the 
same set of authorities, that there had been four 
A8S3nrian monarchies ; that there had been bat 
three ; that there had been but two ; that there had 
been but one; and that there never had been any. 
I puzzled myself, and a much abler man than my^ 
self, the friend to whom I lent the manuscript, and 
who has, I believe, kept it. In short, I am afraid, 
that I shall not be very useful to Dr. Delany, in 
making remarks on the work he is about. His com*- 
munication of thid work may be useful, and I am 
sure it will be agreeable to mt. If yoj4 and he are 
still in Ireland, pray give my best services to 



* ThekamedbbhopofCaesarea, in the fourth centuiy, in his 
" Chronicon/* published by Joseph Scaliger, with notes^ at Leydei^ 
in 1606, folio, and reprinted at Amsterdam^ with great additiom 
to the notes, in 1658. B. 
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but say no more than may be proper of all I have 
writ to yqu. 

I know very well the project you mean, and about 
which you say, that Pope and you have often 
teased me. I could convince you, as he is con- 
vinced, that a publication of any thing of that kind 
would have been wrong on many accounts, and 
would be so even now. Besides, call it pride if 
you will, I shall never make, either to the present 
age, or to posterity, any apology for the part I 
jacted in the late queen s reign *. But I will apply 
myself very seriously to the composition of just and 
true relations of the events of those times, in which 
both I, and my friends, and my enemies, must 
take the merit, or the blame, which an authentick 
and impartial deduction of facts will assign to us. 
I will endeavour to write so as no man could write 
who had not been a party in those transactions, and 
as few men would write who had been concerned in 
them. I believe I shall go back, in considering the 
political interests of the principal powers in Europe, 
as fistr as the Pyrenean treaty ; but I shall not begin 
a diread of history till the death of Charles the second 
of Spain, and theaccessionofqueen Anne to the throne 
of England. Nay, even from that time downward, 
I shall render my relations more fiill, or piu inagra, 
the word is father PauVs, just as I have, or have not, a 
stock of authentick materials. These shall regulate 
#ny work, and I will neither indulge my own vanity, 
nor other men's curiosity, in going one step farther 

* This probabfy alludes to.a tract, called, " Letters on the Spirit 

of PiEitriodnn," of which lord BoUngbroke pemitted a few 

. copks to be taken for his particular friends, and which afterward 

found its way into the world by Mr. Pope*s means. See Gent, 
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than they carry me. You see, my dear Swift^ that 
I open a large field to myself : with what success I 
shall expatiate in it, I know as little, as I know 
whether I shall live to go through so great a work ; 
but I will begin immediately, and will make it one 
principal business of the rest of my life. ITiis ad- 
vantage, at least, I shall reap from it, and a gi-eat 
advantage it will be, my attention will be diverted 
from the present scene, I shall grieve less at those 
things which I cannot mend : I shall dignify my re- 
treat ; and shall wind up the labours of mf lite i6 
serving the cause of truth. 

You say, that you could easily show, by compar- 
ing my letters for twenty years past, how the whole 
system of my philosophy changes by the several 
gradations of life. I doubt it. As far as I am able 
to recollect, my way of thinking Jias been uniform 
enough for more than twenty years. True it is, to 
my shame, that my way of acting has not been al- 
ways conformable to my Way of thinking. My 6wa 
passions^ and the passionsWd interests of other mep 
jstill more, have led me asifle. I launched into the 
deep before rhftd4oa4^ ballast enough. If the ship 
did not sink, the cargo was thrown overboard. The 
storm itself threw me into port. My own opinion, 
my own desires would have kept me there : the opi- 
nion, the desires of others, sent me to sea again. 1 - 
did, and blamed myself for doing what others, and 
you among the rest, would have blamed me, if I 
had not done. I have paid more than I owed to 
partfT^ and as much at least as viras due to £(iendi^p« 
If I go off the stage of publick life without paying 
all I owe to my enemieS;^ and to the enemies of my , 
country^ I do assure you the bankruptcy h npt frau- 
^iaknt. I conceal none oi m^ ^Sk^^'. 
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Does Pope talk to you of the noble work^ which; 
at my instigation^ he has b^un in such a manner/ 
that he must be convinced^ by this time^ I jndged . 
better of his talents than he did ? The first epistl^ 
which considers man^^ and the habitation of man^ 
relatively to the whole system of universal being. 
The second^ which considers him in his own habi- 
tation5 in himself^ and relatively to his particular 
system. And the thirds which shows how — 

«« A universal cause 

Works to one end, but works by various laws.** 

How man, and beast, and vegetable are linked in a 
mutual dependency, parts necessary to each other, 
and necessary to the w^hole ; how human societies' 
were formed ; from what spring true religion and 
true policy are derived ; how God has made our 
greatest interest and our plainest duty indivisibly the 
same. These three epistles, I say, are finished. The 
fourth he is now intent upon. It is a noble subject;" 
he pleads the cause of God, I use Seneca's expre^^icfi, 
against that famous charge which atheists in afi ag^ 
have brought, the supposed unequal dispensations t>f 
Providence ; a charge which I cannot heartily for^, 
give your divines for admitting *. You admit it in- 

^ * To prove dMt the diBpensations of Providence in tlie pm^ent^L 
gjtate axe notuneqiial, ia certaiofy very desirable; but tbeya n 
rcaijQato&arj that tboie who blHDiedivia£3fi>ri|dHuttiDgaqiia9i) 
qutfdity, have not succeeded in the attempt. T^e phikpopliepi/ 
boQi ancient and modern^ who have eadeavowred tQ justify Him 
ws^ of God to xnan^ by provii^ that happinwH doe^ not cesK- 
Slit ia externals, in Older to diow that his dispaoaatioBs aie effoaH,: 
have yet {Placed hapinness in virtue chiefly^ as a priocifAe of active 
Uwvolenoe. 

'' Happier as kinder in each due degree^ . . .; 

«' Aad hagU ef bliis^ but heig^ht of charity/' 
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deed for an extreme good purpose, and you build on 
this admission the necessity of a future state of re^ 
wards and punishments. But what if you should 
find, that this future state will not account, in' op* 
position to the atheist, for God*s justice in the pie- 
sent state, which you give up ? Would it not have 
been better to defend , God's justice in this worid^ 
against these daring men, by irrefragable reasons, 
and to have rested the proof of the other point op 
revelation ? I do not like concessions made against 
demonstration, repair or supply them how you Will. 
The epistles I have mentioned will compose a first 
book ; the plan of the second is settled. Y^^ ^U. 
Iiot understand by what I have said, that Pope will 
go so deep into the argument, or carry it so far as I 
have hinted. You inquire so kindly after my wife, 
that I must tell you something of hen She has fal- 
len upon a remedy, invented by a surgeon abroad, 
and which has had great success in cases similar to 

Now there seems to be an inconsistency between these two prin- 
€ipleB> of which they are not aware. 

It may reasonably be asked^ wliat virtue, as a principle of active 
benevolence^ has to bestow? Can it bestow upon others any 
thiiig more than externals ? If not> it either has not the power of 
communicatii^ happiness^ or happiness is to be communicated in 
externals. If it has not the power of communicating happiness^ 
k iBiadeed a mere name ; the subject receives nothing; tlie agent 
fives nothing. The bliss of charity is founded ona dduskm *, ob^ 
^ fiJse s upp os iti on of a benefit eommunicated by ezteniah> 
which externals cannot communicate. If happiness can be com*- 
mnmicated by externals^ and consequently is dependent upon them, 
and these extemds are unequal^ distributed, how i^ the dispen* 
aatkn of Pirovidenoe, with respect to happiness in the present 
state, eqpud? H. 

* That b, Witt not reconcile the perfect uneqiualdisaftction to 
Uie divine justice. H. 

he?s. 
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hers. . This remedy has visibly attacked tlie orijpH 
nal cause of all her complaints^ and has abated/ ia 
some degree, by one gentle and uniform effect, all 
the grievous and various symptoms. I hope, and 
surely with reason, that she will receive still greater 
benefit from this method of cure, which she will 
resume as soon as the great heat is over. If she re- 
covers, J, shall not, for -her sake, abstract myself 
from the world more than I do at present in this 
place. But if she should be taken from me, I 
should most certainly yield to that strong desire> 
which I have long had, of secluding myself totally 
from the company and affairs of mankind ; of leaving 
tlie management, even of my private affairs, to 
others ; and of securing, by these means, for the 
rest of my life, an uninterrupted tenour of philoso^ 
phical quiet. 

I suppose you have seen some of those volumes of 
scurrility,' which have been thrown into the world 
against Mr. Pulteney and myself, and the Craftsman, 
which gave occasion to them. I think, and it is 
the sense of all my friends, that the person who 
published the Final Answer *, took a right turn, in 
a very nice and very provoking circumstance. To 
answer all the falsities, misrepresentations, and ~ 
blunders, which a club of such scoundrels, as Ar- 
nall, , Concanen, and other pensioners of the mi- 
-nister, crowd together, would have beeix equally 

. '<■ 

* This pamphlet was written by lord BoHiigforoke> in his own 
'Vindication, 1731. It is intituled, "A Final Answer to the Re- 
n[iarks on the Craftsman's Vindication of his two honourable Psi* 
trons ; and to all the Libels which have come^ or may come, from 
the same (Quarter, against the Person last mentioned in the 
Craftsman of 38d of May/' H. 

VOL, XIX* R \£i&SS<iX 
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tedious and ridiculous, and must have forced seventi 
things to be said, neither prudent, nor decent, nor 
perhaps strictly honourable to be said. To have 
explained some points, and to have stopped at others, 
would have given strength to that impertinent sug- 
gestion. Guilt alone is silent in the day of inquiry. 
It was therefore right to open no part of the scene 
of the late queen's reign, nor submit the passages of 
her administration, and tlie conduct of any of her 
ministers, to the examination of so yile a tribunal. 
This was still the more right, because, upon such 
points as relate to subsequent transactions, and as 
effect me singly, what the Craftsman had said, was 
justified unanswerably ; and what the remarker had 
advanced, was proved to be infamously false.. The 
effect of this paper has answered the design of it ; 
and which is not common, all sides agree, that the 
things said ought to have been said. The publick 
Writers seem to be getting back, from these personal 
altercations, to national affairs, much against the 
grain of the minister s faction. What the effect of 
all this writing will be, I know not ; but this I 
know, that when all the information which can be 
given is given ; when all the spirit which can be 
raised, is raised, it is to no purpose to write any 
more. Even you men of this world have nothing 
else to do, but to let the ship drive till she is cast 
away, or till the storm is over. For my own part^ 
I am neither an owner, an officer, nor a foremast- 
man, lam but a passenger, said my lord Carbury* 
It is 5ven for you I am got to the end of my paper f 

, for you might else have a letter as long again from, 
me. If you answer me by the post, remember^ 
fvhile you are writing, that you write by , the post^ 

jldieu^ my reverend ^kivd* 



EPISTOLARY CORRESPONDENCE. / 34$ 



TO MR. GAY AND THE DUCHESS OP 

t 

QUEENSBERRY. 

« 

AUGUST 28/1731. 

X OU and the duchess use m6 very ill, for I pro- 
fess, I cannot distinguish the style or the hand writ- 
ing of either. I think her grace writes more like 
you than herself ; and that you write more like hef 
grace than yourself. I would swear the beginning 
of your letter writ by the duchess, though it is to 
pass for yours ; because there is a cursed lie in it, 
that she is neither young nor healthy, and besides 
it perfectly resembles the part she owns. I will 
likewise swear, that what I must sup|Sose is written 
by the duchess, is your hand ; and thus I am puzzled 
and perplexed between you, but I will go on in the 
innocency of my own heart. I am got eight miles 
from our famous metropolis, to a country parson's, 
to whom I lately gave a city living, such as an Eng^ 
lish chaplain would leap at. I retired hither for the 
publick good, having two great works in hand : one 
to reduce the whole politeness, wit, humour, and 
style of England into a short system, for the use of 
all persons of quality^ and particularly the maids of 
honour * . TTie other is of almost equal importance ; 
I may call it the whole duty of servants, in about 
twenty several stations, from the steward and wait^ 
ing woman down to the scullion and pantry boy -f-. 

* Dialogues of Polite Convei'salion^ published in his, lifetime- 
See vol. XVII. N. 

f See Swift*s Directions to Servants, in vol. XIX. N. 

R 2 ' \\3^\v^Ne 
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I believe no mortal had ever such fair invitations, as 
to be happy in the best company of England. I 
wish I had hberty to print your letter with my own 
comments upon it, ITiere was a fellow in Ireland, 
who from a shoeboy grew to be several times one of 
the chief governors, wholly illiterate, and with 
hardly common sense : a lord lieutenant told the 
first king George,, that he was the greatest subject 
he had in both kingdoms ; and truly this character 
was gotten and preserved by his never appearing in 
England, which was the only wise thing he ever di^ 
except purchasing sixteen thousand pounds a year — 
, why, you heed not stare : it is easily applied : I 
must be absent, in order to preserve my credit with 
her grace — -Lo here comes in the duchess again (I 
know her by her d d's : but am a fool for discovering 
my art) to defend herself against my conjecture of 
■what she said — Madam, 1 will imitate your grace, 
And write to you iipon the same line. I own it is a 
fcase unromantick spirit in me, to suspend tibe honoui 
of waiting at your grace's feet, till I can finish a pal- 
try lawsuit. It concerns indeed almost all my 
whole fortune ; it is equal to half Mr. Pope^'s and 
two thirds of Mr. Gay's, and about six weeks rent 
of your grace's. This cursed accident has drillect 
away the whole summer. But, madam^ understand 
one thing, that I take all your ironida! civilities in ai. 
literal sense^ and whenever I have the honour to at- 
tend you, shall expect them to be literally per- 
fDrmed : though perhaps I shall find it hard to prove 
your handwriting in a court of justice ; but that 
will not be much for your credit. How miserably has 
your grace been mistaken in thinking to avoid envy 
by running into exile, where it hauBts you more 

tbai>. 
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than ever it did even at court? Non te civitas^ non 
regia domus in eiUhim vtiserinity sed tu utrascfve. 
So saysv Cicero (as your grace knows) or so he might 
have said. 

I am told that the Craftsman^ in one of his papers, 
is offended vvith the pubhshers of (I suppose) the last 
edition of the Dunciad ; » and I was asked whether 
you and Mr. Pope were as good friends to the new 
disgraced person as formerly ? This I knew nothing 
of, but suppose it was the consequence of some 
mistake. As to writing, I look on you just in the 
prime of life for it, the very season when judgment 
and invention draw together. But schemes are per- 
fectly accidental * ; some will appear barren of hints 
and matter, but prove to be fruitful ; and others the 
contrary: and what you say, is past doubt, that 
every one can best find hints for himself : though it 
is possible that sometimes a friend may give you a 
lucky one just suited to your own imagination. 
But all this is almost past with me : my inventioi^ 
and judgment are perpetually at fistycuffs, till they 
have quite disabled each other: and the meerest 
trifles I ever wrote, are serious .philosophical lucu- 
brations, in comparison to what I now busy myself 
about; as (to speak in the authors phrase) the 
world may one day see ^. 

* As were the subjects df the " Lutrin/' ahd ^* Rape of the 
JLock^'*^ and " The Ifepensary." Dr. Warton. 

f His ludicrous prediction was, since his death, and rery mu&I>. 
tp liis dishonour, seriously fulfilkd. WARBuayow, . 
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FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN. 

DRAYTON, SEPT. 7, 1731. 

JL O show how strictly I obey your orders, I came 
from the duchess of Dorset's country house to my 
own, where I have rid and walked as often as the 
weather permitted me. Nor am I very nice in that ^ 
for, if you remember, I was not bred up very ten- 
derly, nor a fine lady; for which I acknowledge 
myself exceedingly obliged to my parents : for had 
I had that sort of education, I should not have been 
so easy and happy, as I thank God, I now am. As 
to the gout, indeed, I believe I do derive it fron^ my 
ancestors; but I may forgive even that, since it 
waited upon me no sooner ; and especially since I see 
my elder and two younger brothers so terribly plagued 
with it ; so that I am now the only wine drinker in 
my family ; and upon my word, I am not increased' 
jn that since yon first knew me. 

I am sorry you are involved in lawsuits ; it is the 
thing I most fear. I wish you had met with as 
complaisant an adversary as I did ; for my lord Pe- 
terborow plagued sir John* all his lifetime; but 
declared^ if ever he gave the estate to me, he would 
have done with it; and accordingly has kept his 
word, like an honourable map. I saw Mrs. Barber 
the day before I came out of town, and should be 
mighty glad to serve her ,- but cannot say so much 
by her husband, whom, for her sake, I recommend- 
^ to the duke of Dorset to buy his liveries of, The 

^ Husbaadto lady B^ttv Gennaiu. H. 
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first thing he did was to ask a greater price than 
any body else : and when we were at Whitchurch, 
where I attended their graces, he was informed he 
had not cloth enough in his shop, and he feared 
they would not be ready against he came over. 

I hope i^ God I shall soon hear of their safe land* 
ing * ; and I do not question the people of Ireland's 
Kking them as well as they deserve. I desire no 
better for them ; for, if you do not spoil him there^ 
which r think he has too good sense to let happen, 
he is the most worthy, hondst, good natured, great 
souled man that ever was born. As to my duchess, 
she is so reserved, that perhaps she may not be at 
first so much admired ; but, upon knowledge, I will 
defy any body upon earth, with sense, judgment, 
and good nature, not only not to admire her, but 
must love and esteem her as much as I do, and every 
one else, that is really acquainted with her. You 
know him a little ; so, for his own sake, you must 
like him : and till you are better acquainted with 
tiiem both, I hope you will like them for mine* 
Your friend Biddy -|- is just the same as she was ; 
laughs sedately, and nlakes a joke slily. And I am, 
as I ever was, and hope I ever shall be, your most 
fiincere friend, a^d faithful humble servant, 

E. GERMAIN, 

* The duke and duchess of Dorset. H. 
f Biddy Floyd. H. 
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TO MR. GAY AND THE DUCHESS OF 

^UEENSBERRY. 

SEPTEMBER 10> 1731- 

JIF your ramble was on horseback, I am glad of it 
on account of your health ; but I know your arts of 
patching up a journey between stage coaches and 
friends coaches ; for you are as arrant a cockney as 
imy hosier in Cheapside. One clean shirt with two 
cravats, and as many handkerchiefs, make up your 
equipage ; and as for nightgown, it is clear from 
Homef, that Agamenmon rose without one. J have 
often had it in my h^ad to put it into yours, that 
you ought to have some great work in scheme, 
which may take up seven, years to finish, beside two 
or threie under ones, that may add another thousand 
pound to your stock ; and then I shall be in less 
pain about you. I know you can find dinners, but 
you love twelvepenny coaches too well, without con- 
sidering that the interest pf a whole thousand pounds 
brings you but half a crown a day. I find a greater 
longing than ever to conie among you ; and reason 
good, when 1 8ini teased with dukes and duchesses 
for a visit, all my demands complied with, a]^d all 
excuses qut off. You remember, *^ O happy Don 
Quixote! queens held his horse, and duchesses pulled 
off his armour," or something to t^hat purpose. He 
was a mean spirited fellow ; I can say ten times 
more ; O happy, ^c. such a duchess was designed 
to attend. him, and such a duke invited him to com- 
^nd his palace. Nam istos reges ceteros memo- 

XCtre 
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Tare nolo, homimim mendicabula : go read your 
Plautus*, and observe Strobilus vapouring after he 
had found the pot of gold. 1 will have notliing to 
do with that lady : I have long hated her on your 
account, and the more, because you are so forgiving 
MS not to hate her : however, she has good qualities 
enough to make her esteemed ; but not one grain of 
feeling. I only wish she were a fool. I have beea 
several months writing near five hundred lines on a 
pleasant subject, only to tell what my friends and 
enemies will say on me after I am dead *. I shall 
finish it soon, for I add two lines every week, and 
blot out four, and alter eight. I have brought in 
you and my other friends, as well as enemies 
and detractors. It is a great comfort to see how 
corruption and ill conduct are instrumental in unit- 
ing virtuous persons and lovers of their country of 
all denominations: whig and tory, high and low 
church, as soon as they are left to think freely, all 
joining in opinion. If this be disafi^tiou, pray 
God send me always among the disafiected ! and I 
heartily wish you joy of your scurvy ti-eatment at 
court, which has given you leisure to cultivate both 
publick and private virtue ; neither of them likely 
to be soon met within the walls of St. Jameses or 
Westminister. But I must here dismiss yo\i, that 
I may pay my acknowledgments to the duke for the 
great honour he has done me. 

MY LORP, 

I could have sworn that my pride would be always 
;ible to preserve nie from vanity ; of which I have 

* This win be found in vol, XVII. p. 188, and was thought 
\3y bishop Wartnutoa to be among the best of Us poemt. N. 
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been In great danger to be guilty for some nlonths 
past, first by the conduct of my lady duchess, and 
now by that of your grace, which had like to finish 
the work : and I should have certainly gone about 
showing my letters under the charge of secrecy to 
fevery blab of my acqijaintance, if I could have the 
least hope of prevailing on any of them to believe 
that a man in so obscure a corner, quite thrown out 
of the present world, and within a few steps of the 
next, should receive such condescending invitations, 
from two such persons, to whom he is an utter 
stranger, and who know no mior6 of him than what 
they have heard by the partial representations of a 
friend. But in the mean time, I must desire your 
grace not to flatter yourself, that I waited for your 
consent to accept the invitation, I must be igno- 
rant indeed not to know, that the duchess, ever 
since you met, has been most politickly employed 
in increasing those forces, anjd sharpening those 
arms with which she subdued you at first, and to 
which, the braver and the wiser you grow, you 
will more and more submit. Thus I knew myself 
on the secure side, and it was a mere piece of good 
manners to insert that clause, of which you have 
taken the advantage. But as I cannot forbear in- 
forming your grace that the duchess's great secret in 
her art of government, has been to reduce both your 
wills into one ; so I am content, in due observance 
. to the forms of the world, to return my most hum- 
ble thanks to your grace for so great a favour as you 
^re plpased to pflTer ipe, and which nothing but imr 
possibilities shall prevent me from receiving, since I 
jun, with the greatest reason, truth, and respect| 
jny lor^, your grace's most obedient, ^c^ 
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MADAM, 

I have consulted all the learned in occult sciences 
of my acquaintance, and have sat up eleven nights 
to discover the meaning of those two hieroglyphical 
lines in your grace's hand at the bottom of the last 
Amesbury letter, but all in vain. Only it is agreed, 
that the language is Coptick, and a very profound 
Behmist assures m^, the style is poetick, contain- 
ing an invitation from a very great person of the 
female sex, to a strange kind of man whom she 
never saw, and this is all 1 can find, which after so 
many former invitations, will ever confirm me in 
that respect, wherewith I am, madam, your grace's 
most obedient, S^c. 

JON. SWIFT. 



FROM THE COUNTESS OF SUFFOLK *. 

SIR, HAMPTON COURT, SEPT. 25„ 1731- 

X OU seem to think that you have a natural right 
to abuse me, because I am a woman, and a cour* 
tier. I have taken it as ^ woman and as a courtier 
ought, with great resentment, and a determined. 
Tesolution of revenge. The number of letters that 

* Three letters^ recommending Mrs. Ba]i)er^ tiie inife of n. 
tracte^maji in Ireland who had &iled, to the queen> in order to 
forward a suhscriptipn for some poemS;, were forged in the Dean^s 
pame^ and sent to her M^esty. (See Jmie 22, 1731, p.2I6^) The 
Dean wrote an accomit of the fraud and a justification of hinisell^ 
to th6 Countess of Suffolk, July 24, 1731 (see p. 229.) j to 
ffrlucb this is an answer. N. > 
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have been sent, and thought by many to be yours, 
(and thank God they were all silly ones) has be^h a 
fcir field to execute it. Think of my joy to hear 
you suspected of folly ; think of my pleasure when 
I entered the list for your justification ! Indeed I 
was a little disconcerted to find Mr. Pope took the 
same side ; for I would have had the man of wit, 
the dignified divine, the Irish drapier, have found 
no friend but the silly woman and the courtier. 
Could I have presei-ved myself alone in the list, I 
should not have despaired, that tliis monitor of 
princes/ this Irish patriot, this excellent man at 
speech and pen, should have closed the scene under 
suspicion of having a violent passion for Mrs. 
Barber; and lady M — or Mrs. Haywood * have 
writ the progress of it. Now, to my mortification 
I find every body inclined to think you had no 
hand in writing those letters; but I every day 
thank Providence that there is an epitaph in St. 
Patri6k*8 cathedral ^^ that will be a liEtsting monu- 
ment of your ijnprudence. I cherish this ex- 
tremely ; for, say what .you can to justify it, I am 
convinced / shall ad easily argue the world into the 
belief of a courtier's sincerity, as you (with all your 
wit and eloque^ce) will be able to convince man^ 
kind of the prudence of that action. X expect to 
hear if peace shall ensue, or war continue between 
us. If I know but little of the ^rt of war, yet you 
aee I do JK>t want courage; and that has made 
many an ignorant soldier iight successfully. Be- 
sides^ I have a numerous body of light armed 

^ Mrs. Haywood> a well known writ^ pf scandal in novels. |Ir 
t On the duke of Schombei|j. fl.. 

troo|Mi 
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troops to bring into the fields who, when single^ 
may be as inconsiderable as a Lilliputian^ yet ten 
thous^d of them embarrassed captain Gulliver. 
If you send honourable articles, they shall be 
signed. I insist that you own that you have been 
unjust to me ; for I have never .forgot you ; for, I 
have made others send my compliments, because 
I was not able to write myself. If I cannot justify 
the advice I gave you, from the success of it, I 
gave you my reasons for it : and it was your busi- 
ness to have judged of my capacity, by the solidity 
6f my arguments. If the principle was false, you 
ought not to have acted upon it. So you have 
been only the dupe of your own ill judgment, and 
not my falsehood. Am I to send back the crown 
and the plaid, well packed up, in my oivn Cha- 
racter * ? or am I to follow my own inclination, 
and continue very truly and very much your hum- 
ble servant, 

H.SUFFOLK. 



SfeS) 



TO SIR CHARLES WOG.\N f . 

SIR, [SE^PT. OTR OCT. 1732.] 

1 RECEIVED your packet at least two months 
ago, and took all this time not only to consider it 

* See tlie character of Mrs. Howard written in 1727, ifi vo|. 
IX. N. 

t Mr. Wogan, a gentleman of an ancient and good family in 
. Ireland^ sent a present of a cask of Spanish Cassalia wme to the 
dean, also a green velvet bag, with gold and silk strings, in 
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maturely myself, but to show it ta the few judi- 
eioa8 friends J have in this kingdom* We all agreed 
that the writer was a scholar, a man oi genSus and 
of honour. We guessed him to have been born in 
this country from some passages ; but not from tlie 
style, which we were surprised to find so correct, 

wMdi were enclosed, a paraphrase in Miltonic verse, on the 
■seven penitential psalms of David, and several original pieces in 
verse and prose, particularly the adventiu-es of Eugenius 5 and 
an Account of the Courtship and -Marriage of the Chevalier to 
the Princess Sobieski, whei'ein he represents himself to have been 
a principal negotiator -, it was v^itten in the novel style, but a 
fittle heavily* His letter to the dean contained also remarks on 
the Beggar's Opera, in which he censures the taste of the people 
of England and Ireland ; and concluded with paying the dean 
the compliment of entreating him to correct his writings. The 
dean receiving tliem about the time (1732) Mr. Pilkington was 
ccnning to Loudon as chaplain to alderman Barber^ he put 
^them into Mr. Pilkington's hands, to look over at his leisure j 
but quickly recalled them into his own custody. See Pilking- 
ton s Memoii-s, vol. III. p. 168. They were afterward in the 
possession of Deane Swift, esq. This Mr. Wogan was a gentle- 
man of great bravery and courage, and distinguished himself in 
several battles and sieges. He was appointed, by the chevalier 
de St. George, in the year 1718, to take the princess Sobieski 
(granddaughter of the i^moiis James Sobieski, king of Poland, 
iwho raised the siege of Vienna), to whpm he was married by 
|>roxy in Poland : who, in her journey to Rome, was, by order 
of the imperial court, made a prisoner in Tyrol, and closely co/i- 
fined in the castle of Inspruck for some time, when Mr. Wogan 
undertook to set her at liberty, and bring her safe to Rome, 
Vhich he effectually performed, by carrying her through all the 
guards : fqf which dangerous and gallant service he was mad^ a 
Roman knight, an honour tliat was not conferred on a foreigner 
for many centuries before. This gentleman soon after went into 
the seirviop of Spain, where he got a government and other mi- 
litary commands, and distinguished himself in many engage- 
ments, being well known aU over Euiojie by the name of cheva- 
lier, or sir Charles Wogan. N. 
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in an exile, a soldier, and a native of Ireland. 
The history of yourself, although part of it be 
employed in your praise and importance, we did 
not dislike, because your intention was to be 
wholly unknown ; which circumstance exempts 
you from any charge of vanity. However, al- 
though I am utterly ignorant of present persons 
and things, I have made a shift, by talking in 
general with some persons, to find out your name, 
your employments, a.nd some of your actions, with 
the addition of such a character as would give full 
credit to more than you have said (I mean of your- 
self) in the dedicatory epistle. 

You will pardon a natural curiosity oh this occa- 
sion, especially when I began with so little, that I 
did not so much as untie the strings of the bag for 
five days after I received it ; concluding it must 
come from some Irish friar in Spain, filled with 
monastic speculations, of which I have seen some 
in my life ; little expecting a history, a dedication, 
a poetical translation of the penitential psalms, 
latin poems, and the like, and all from a soldier. 
In these kingdoms, you would be a most unfashion- 
able military man, among troops where the least 
pretension to learning, or piety, or common morals, 
would endanger the owner to be cashiered. Al- 
though I have no great regard for your trade, fi'om 
the judgment I make of those who profess ft in 
these kingdoms, yet I cannot but highfc- esteem 
those gentlemen of Ireland, who, with all the dis- 
advantages of being exiles and strangers, have been 
able to distinguish themselves by their vakmr and 
conduct in so many parts of Europe, I think, 
above all other nations ; which ougjit to make the 

English 
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English ashamed of the reproaches they cast on tiie 
ignorance, the duhiess, and the want of courage, 
in the Irish natives ; those defects, wherever they 
happen, arising only from the poverty and slavery 
they suffer from their inhuman neighbours, and 
the base corrupt spirits of too many of the chief 
gentry, &;c. By such events as these^ the very 
Grecians ai*e grown slavish, ignorant, and super* 
stitious, I do assert, that from several experiments 
I have made in travelling over both kingdoms, I 
have found the poor cottagers here, who could 
speak our language, to have a much better natural 
taste for ^ood sense, humour, and raillery, than 
ever I observed among people of the like sort in 
England. But the millions of oppressions tihiey lie 
under, the tyranny of their landlords, the ridicu- 
loiw zeal of their priests, and the general misery of 
tilie , whole nation, have been enough to damp 
the best spirits under the sun. I return to your 
packet. 

Two or three poetical friends of mine have read 
your poems with very good approbation ; yet we all 
agree some corrections may be wanting, and at tht 
same time we are at a loss how to venture oh such 
E work. One gentleman of your own coutitry, 
name, and family, who could do it best, is a litde 
too lazy ; but, however, something shall be done, 
ano^ubmitted to you. I have been only a man of 
rhymes^ I^Mid that upon ti-ifles ; never having 
written serious couplets in my life ; yet never any 
without JBL moral view. However, as an admirer 
of MiltAi, I will read yours as a critick, and make 
objections where I find any thing that should be 
changed. Your directions about publishing the 
^ epistle 
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iq>istle and the poetry will be a point of somedif- 
ficulty. They cannot be printed here with thfe 
least profit to the author's friends in distress. 
Dublin booksellers have not the least notion of 
paying for a copy. Sometimes things are printed 
here by subscription ; but they go on so heavily^ 
that few or none make it turn to account. In 
London^ it is otherwise ; but even there the 
authors must be in vogue, or> if not known, be 
discovered by the style ; or the work must be 
something that hits the taste of the pliblick, or 
what is recommended by the presiding men of 
genius. 

When Milton first published his fatuous poem^ 
the first edition was very long going off; few either 
read, liked, or understood it ; and it gained ground 
merely by its merit. Nothing but an uncertain 
state of my health (caused by a disposition to gid^ 
diness, which, although less violent, is more con- 
stant) could have prevented ihy passing this sum- 
mer into England to see my friends, who hourly 
have expected me ; in that case I could have ma- 
naged this affair myself, and would have readily 
consented that my name should have stood at 
jength before your epistle ; and by the caprice of 
the world, that circumstance might have been of 
use to make the thing known; and consequently 
better answer the charitable part of your design^ 
by inciting /people's curiosity. And in sughipi case, 
I would have vnit a short acknowledgment of your 
letter, and published it in the next page after your 
epistle ; but giving you no ^name, nor ^ottfiftsing 
any conjecture of it. This scheme I am stjJi upon, 

VOL. Xllt S ^ M 



M Mon t6 ttiy hecilth penntts me to return to 

A« I am conjcctui'ed to have generally dealt in 
raillery and satire^ both in prose and verse, it that 
conjecture be right, although such ah 9pinion has 
boen an absolute bar to my rising in the world ; 
yet that very world must suppose that I followed 
what I thought to be my talent; and charitable 
people will suppose I had a design to laugh the 
follies of mankind out of countenance, and as often 
to lash the vices out of practice. And then it wiD 
be natural to conclude, that I have some partiality 
for such kind of writing, and favour it in others. I 
think yoir acknowledge, that in some time of your 
life, you turned to the rallying part ; but I find at 
present your genius runs wholly into the grave and 
sublime j and therefoi^e I find you less indulgent to ' 
my way by your dislike of the Beggar's Opera, in 
the persons particularly of Polly Peachum and 
Macheath ; whereas we think it a very severe satire 
upon the most pernicious villanies of mankind. 
And so you are in danger of quarrelling with the 
sentiments of Mr. Pope, Mr. Gay the author. Dr. 
Arbuthnot, myself. Dr. Young, and all the brethren 
whom we own. Dr. Young is the gravest among 
us, and yet hi» satires have many mixtures of sharp 
ifaillery. At the same time you judge very truly, 
that the taste of England is infamously corrupted 
hy ^Mib of wretches who write for fteir bread^;, 
amd therefore I had reason to put Mr. Pbpe oa 
\)(rriting the poem, calfed the Dunciad ; and to liale 
tibo8^4N!oundrels out of their obscurity by telling;^ 
their names at lengthy, their works, their arfven- 

turei^ 
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tui'es^ ^inetimes tiieir lodgings^ aiid Ihelr lini^ige^ 
not with ^s and B^s according to the old wayi 
which would be unknown in a few years* 

As to your blank verse^ it has too often fallen 
into the same vile hands of late. One Tli'btnsok; 
k ^otchmah^ has succeeded the best in tiialt wayi 
m four poeinfs he has writ on the four ise^soni^ : yet 
I dth not over jTond of theitt, tfeoiuse tlle^ are all 
description^ and nothing is doing; whereas Mit^ 
t(^ii engaged me in actions of the HigHiest import 
tance : Modo me Romce^ modo p6mi AtKekis : &ni<i 
' otirs oh the seven psalms^ qfc. have soihe advtm- 
8 thai: way. 

You seie Pope, G^y, and I, use all btir ^nijti^^ 
vours to make iblks iherry and wise4 and profits to 
have no enemies, except knaves and fools. I con* 
fess myself to be exempteid from them in one arti- 
cle, which v^as engagii^ Avith a ministry to pre- 
vent, if possible^ the evils that have overnin the 
nation, and my foolish zeal in endeavouring to save 
this wretched island. Wherein though t succeeded 
absolutely in one important article*; yet even 
there I fost all hope of favour from those in jpower 
here^ and disobliged the court of Englaiid, and 
have in twenty years drawn above one thousand 
scurrilous libels oh myself, without any other re- 
compense than the love of the Irish, vulgar, and 
two or three dozen signposts of the drapiei* ii^ t!us 
city, bfeside those that are scattered in country 
(owns; and even these are half worn out. Sd 
that> whatever little genius God h'As given nie; 
I may justly pretend to have been the worst 

^ Against Wood's copper balance. 

s 2 manager 
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manager of it to my owa advantage of any man 
upon earth. 

Augj. 2.] What I have above written has long 
lain by me^ that I might consider farther : but I 
have been partly out of order, and partly plagued 
with a lawsuit of ten years standing, and I doubt 
very ill closed up, although it concerns two thirds 
of my little fortune. Think whether such periods 
of life are proper to encourage poetical or philoso- 
phical speculations. 

I shall not therefore tire you any longer; but, 
with great acknowledgment for the distinction you 
please to show me, desire to be always thought, 
with great truth and a most particular esteem, sir^ 

Your most obedient 

and obliged servant, 

JON.SWIFl\ 

We have sometimes editions printed here of books 
from England, which I know not whether you 
are in a way of getting. I will name some be- 
low, and if you approve of any, I shall willingly 
increase your library; they are small, conse- 
quently more portable in your marches, and, 
which is more important, the present will be 
cheaper for me. 



Dr. Young's Satires^ 
Mr. Gay's Works. 
Mr. Pbpe's Works. 
Pope's Dimciad. 



Gay's Fables. 

Art of Politicks, and 

some other trifles in 

verse, 8^. 



EPisTOuiRy correspondenCb. affi 



I - ■» 



» • 



TO MR.. GAY AND THE, DUCHESS OP . 

QUEENSBERRY. 

r 

DUBLIN, OCT. 3, 1731.* 

i USUALLY write to friends after a pause of a 

few weeks, that I may not interrupt them m better 

company, better thoughts, and better diversions. 

I believe, I have told you of a great man, who said 

to me, that he never once in his life received a good 

letter from Ireland: for which ther<B are reasons* 

enough without affronting our understandings. For 

there is not one person out of this country^ who re-"" 

gards any events that' pass here, unless he has aii'"^ 

estate or employment. I cannot tell thafet' you or I^ 

ever gave the least provocation to the {iresent mi-* 

nistry, and much less to die court ; and yet I am* 

ten times more out of' favour than you.' For my^ 

own part, I do not see the politick of opening • 

common letters, directed to persons generally^ 

known: for a man's understanding would be very* 

weak to convey secrets by the post, if he knew any, • 

M^hich, I declare, I do not : and besides, I thiiik ' 

the world is already so well informed by plain ' 

events, that I question whetlier the ministers have '* 

any secrets at all. Neither would I be under any ' 

apprehension if a letter should be sent nle 'fUlI of ' 

treason; because I cannot hinder people from 

writing what they please, nor sending* 4t to me; 

and although it should be discovered to have been . 

opened before it came to my hand, I would only 

burn it and think no farther. I approve of the 
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echeme you have to grow somewhat richer, though, 
I agree, you will meet with discouragements ; and 
it is reasonable you should, considering what kind 
of pens are at this time only employed and encou- 
raged. For you must allow that the bad painter 
was in the right, who, having painted a cock, 
drove away all the cocks and hens, and even the 
cluckens^ for fear those vf^o passed by his shop 
^fught inake a comparison with his work* And I 
will say ope thing in spite of the ppstoj^S^ers^ that 
i^nce wit and learning began to be made^ U3e of in 
^ur kipgdpms, they wer^ never professedly tl^wn 
^ide^ contemned> and punished, tiU wijtbijQL your 
oy^ memory; nor dulness and. ignoraiji^ce ever.QO. 
Qpenly enc9uraged and promoted. In answer tf> 
what you say of my liyijig among you, if, I. could, 
dp ijt to my ease ; perhaps you have beard o£ a 
scheme for, an exchange in ^arkshire proposed by 
two pf our: friends; hv^t, beside the diffiiculty of 
ai^justjing certain circumstances, it would not an-* 
swer. I) am at a time of Ufi^ that seeks, ease and. 
independence ; you will hear my reasons whw you. 
$ee those friends, and I concluded, th^m with 
futying ; That, I would rather be a fr^mw. among 
s^ves, than a sl^ve among freemen. Hie digiirty 
of J . my pt^sent station damps the pertness of .^ infe^ 
riour puppies and squires, which, without plenty 
and^eaf^j^n your side the channel, would bjeafe my 
hjpart in a month, 

MADAJ4[, 

SgjB wVj: i^ is^ tp live where I^do. If ap utt^ly, 
ip^rju^t of, tl^^t same Stradp iy.Poe ; a^id^ypt, if. 

tl^t,authpr h^e^ against J?^^ giving, mpij^y, I 

cannpt 



cannot but think him a gpodi eeust&ev ; which^ I 
Qin:suf€, jour grace is noty no not 8p> muah a8 t^ 
b^ a maidi of honour. For I am certainly iaformed> 
that yoU' are neither a freethinker, nor can* sell baiw 
gain^; that you can neither spell, nov talk^ nc^ 
wjrite, nor think Jike a courtier. Then ytm pne^ 
tend, to be respected for qualities which have beeil. 
out of fashion ever since you were almost in- your 
eradie ; that your contempt for a fine petticoat is an 
infallible mark of disaffection ; which is &rther 
confirmed by your ill taste fon wit, in. pce&rring 
two old^hipned poets before Duck or Cibber^ 
Be/sides^ you spell in suoh a ihannerr as^ no coiut' 
llttly can read, and write in such^ an oWashioned 

' stylet, ^ ^one of them can. und&r^tandw You .need 
not be in pain. about Mr. Gay-s stodc of> htelth. I 
promise you he will spend it all upon Ifueiness^. and 
run deep in debt by, a^ winter- s repose ini town«; 
therefore L aitreat. your grace will onter him to 
move his chops. less, and his legs more, for the six 
cold months, else he will spend all his money in 
physick and coach-hire. I am iu much perplexity 
about your grace's declaration, of the manner in 

^ which you dispose what you call your love and 
respect, which^ you say, are not paid- t6ine;rtt but 
to your own humour. No\y, madam, my misfor- 
tune is, that^I haire nothing to plead but'abundance 
ofiUfierit; and thore goes an ugly olMeivatic^, that 
the humoiv of Is^lies is apt to chan^. New, mat ' 
dam, if I should go to Amesbury with a 'great load 
of merit, and. your grace hap})^:) t;o be out c^ hu-' 
inour, and will not purchase ;my^ merchandise at the 
pric^ of yom, respect, the- gocKl» may^bfe damaged, 

and 
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tnd nobody else will take them off my hands. Be- 
sides^ you have declared Mr. Gay to hold the first 
part, and I but the second ; which is hard treat- 
ment, since I shall be the newest acquaintance by 
come years ; and I will appeal to all the rest of your 
«ex, whether such an innovation ought to be al- 
lowed ? ^I should be ready to say in the common 
forms, that I • was much obliged to the lady who 
wished she could give the best living, ^. if I did 
not vehemently suspect it was the very same lady 
who spoke many things to me in the same style, 
and also with regard to the gentleman at your 
elbow when you writ, whpse dupe he was, as well 
as of her waiting woman ; but they were both 
arrant knaves, as I told him and a third friend, 
though they will not believe it to this day. I desire 
to present my most humble respects to my lord 
duke, and with my heartiest prayer for the pros- 
perity of the whole family, ren^ain your grace's, ^d 

JON, SWIFT, 



TO THE COUNTESS OF SUFf^LK. 

MADAM, 0CT0B£9l 0ff> 1731. 

Your ladyship's last letter made me a little 
graye, and ingoing to answer it, I was in danger of 
leaning on my elbow (I mean my left elbow), to 
consider what I should write ; • which posture. I 
never used except when I was under a necessity of 
writing^ to fools, or lawyers, or ministers of state ; 

where 
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where I am to consider what in to he said. But 
as I write to a person whom I esteem^ I am in no 
pain at alL 

It would be an injury to you or Mr. Pope^ to 
give thanks to either of you for justifying me about 
those letters sent to the queen, because to think me 
guilty would disgrace your understandings ; and as 
he is my best friend, so your ladyship owes me no 
malice, except that of raillery ; and good raillery is 
always sincere. And if her majesty were deceived, 
it would lessen my opinion of her judgment ; which 
would no otherwise affect me, than by making me 
sorry upon her own account. But what your lady- 
ship would have me discover, through all your re- 
fined civilities, is my great imprudence in ordering 
that monument to be fixed in my cathedral. I shall 
not trouble you with a long story — ^but if ever a nu- 
merous venerable body of dignified clergymen had 
reason to complain of the highest repeated indignity, 
in return of the greatest honour offered by them, to 
persons they were wholly strangers to, then my 
chapter is not to be blamed, nor I, who proposed 
the matter to them : which however I could have 
<ione by my own authority, but rather chose it 
should be the work of us all. And I will confess it 
was upon their advice that I omitted the only two 
passages which had tnuch bitterness in them ; and 
which a bishop here, one after your own heart, 
blamed me very much for leaving out; declaring 
that the treatment given us by the Schomberg family 
deserved a great deal worse. Indeed, madam, I 
shall not attempt to convince England of any thing' 
that relates to this kingdom. The drapier, whom 
you mention, could not do it in relation to the half- 



]|^ce. Neithei; caa tj^e p;»jrliainent here couvince 
^,QU tha^ we ou^ht not to be ju^ now in. so mififerabli^ 
condition in every article of distress. Wky should 
the Schomji^g family 1?^ so.uneasy at 34 thix:^ diey 
ijCQre 1^. lon^ warned of^ and were told they might 
piievent fort fifty pounds ? But here I wish youp 
ladyship WQuld, put the queen in ngiind of what 
ps^a^d liet\y.e^n her m^esty and me, upon the sub- 
ject of I^eWd, wh^n she wa3 princess of Wales, 
and appeared so much to pity this distressed king? 
dpni| wd gave me leave to write to her if ever I 
s^hpiUdlive to see her qupen.; th^t she would answer 
iny letter^ a^d, promised, that in such a case she 
iiypuld uge tjl her credit to relievis it. Whereupon I 
<{(isired, Dr. Arbuthnot, who wa? present, to be wiiitr 
Xkess bf what she said ; and her majesty confirmed it. 
Twill not ask; what the event has been.— If- anjF 
statfe scribble writ here should happen to reach Lonr 
don, I entreat your ladyship would continue to. dp 
i^e the justice of behe ving my innocence, becau4e J 
la^ly a3sured the duke of Dorset that I would never 
h%y^ a. ha^d in any such thing. But I gave him 
my reasou before his secretary ; that looking upw^ 
this kingdom's condition a$ absolutely desperate^ L 
^ould not prescribe a dose to the dead. Some parte 
of your letter I do not understand. Mrs, Barber- 
was, recommended to me by Dr. Delany, who is 
now i)^ Londpn, and whom I once presented toypu 
1^ Marble hilK She seems to be a woman of, pi^ 
and genius ; and though I never visited her in m^ 
life, yet was I disposed to do her good offices cm th^ 
doctor's account, and her own good character. By; 

lady M— 1 cannot guess whom you mean, Mr?^ 

Haywood I have heard of as a stupid, infamous, 

scribbhng. 



(^dbbling wpip/^n^ bulf b^ve npt seen ajjiy. of her pea* 
4uctio|[^s» Andf npw^ madam^ I utterly acquij; youi; 
ladyship of all things that may concern me, except ., 
yQ\ir good op^^n^ anjd that very little share I can 
pi^el^n^j^ tQ inj ycmr memory. I never kni^w a lady 
yrho had sk> many qualitijes to beget esteem; biU hoi^r 
you act as a friend^ is out of my way to judge. A3 
to the q\f een; whom I nevei; offended^ since it woy^H 
be pre^uniplipn in me to imagine I ev^r came volun- 
Ipily into her thoughts^ so it must be a morti^cation 
to thinl^^ whi^n I happen to be named in her pr/er 
jsence ip is ui^^ly to my disadvantage. I remember 
to ^iY^ once told her miajesty^ hpw hard, a thing ijb 
m^ thftt when a prince, or great ^piwstei;, Iji^ 
gnce received an ill impression. t>f^ axigr person, al- 
tjbioy^^ from the most false information^ althpugl^ 
t^e J^ri^pe were demonstrably convinced of th^. per- 
son's innocence^ yet die impression still continued:; 
and her majesty condemned the severity of such a 
proceeding. I had said the same thing before to sir 
Jl. Walpole ; who, upon reporting it to others, was 
pleased to give it a turn that I did not deserve. I 
remember the plaid, but I forgot the crown, and 
the meaning of it. If you had thought fit to have 
sent me as much of the plaid, as would have made 
me.a morning cap, before it fell to the share of th6 
Ipwest of your women, I should hay^ been proud, 
tjjat. my . head shpuld have vf om your livery. But 
if you are weary of your character, it must lie upon 
xsff hands, for I know no other whom it will fit. 
And if your ladyship will, not allow it to be a cha-. 
ractef;^ I am sure.it may pass for a prediction* If 
yoU'sTiQ^jld putthe same fancy into the queen's head, 
I UHl^ 5end; her a iftU^k larger character, and in 
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T6jzl paper, otherwise she will not be able to wriip 
the bundle in it. I feat- &o Tortg a letter is beyond 
your mercy to fcff grVe ; but your ladyship is sure to 
teieasy till Mr. Pope shall telT tne that you are con- 
tent to receive another. I should be heartily sorry 
if your increase m honour'and employment has not 
been accompaiiied with increase of health. Let 
Mr. Pope, in all his letters/ give me a particular ac- 
count on this head, and pray God I may never hav^ 
the least motive to pity you. For as a courtier, I - 
forgive }^ur ctme endurcie ; vrhich lonce charged on 
my lord Chesterfteld, ahd he did not dislike it. 
And you have not a ftivourite or flatterer, who inakes 
more outward offers of wishes for yoUr ease and hap- 
piness than I do prayers from the bottom of my' 
heart, which proceed entirely from that respect, and 
esteem, wherevnth I am, madam, your ladyship** 
mwt obedient humble servant, 

JON. SWIFT. 



FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN. 

NOV- 4, 1731. 
J BELIEVE in my conscience, that though you 
luid an&wered mine before, ' the second was never 
the less welcome. 

So much for your topscrtpty not postscript ; and 
m very sincere earnest I heartily thank you for re- 
membering me so often. Since I came out of the 
country, my riding days are over : for I never waJ 
for your Hyde park courses, although my courage 

serves 



f^ies^me yeiy weU at a hanij^lop in the c<Juni^, 
SIX or seyen miles, \yith one horseman, and a ragged 
tail, ^ labourer's boy> th^t js to be clothed when.he 
can run fast eiioiiglj .jto keep up. with my horse, who 
has yet only provecl ;Kis dexterity by escaping from, 
scj^ool, . But my courage fails me for riding in town, 
wfiiere I should have the happiness to meet witli 
plenty of your , very pretty fellows, that manage 
their own horses to show their aii ; or that think a 
postillion s C€^^ wiith a white frock, the most be- 
coming dress. These and their grooms I am most 
bitterly afraid of, because, you must know^ if my 
complaisant friend, jiour pre^^terian housekeeper % 
can remember any thing like such days with me, 
that is a very good reason for me to remember that 
time is past ; and your toupets would rejoice to see 
a horse throw an ancient gentlewoman. 

I am sorry to hear you are no wiser in Ireland 
than we English ; for our birthday was as fine as 
hands could make us ; but I question much whether 
we ^11 paid ready money, I mightily approve of 
my duchess's being dressed in your manufacture -jf ; 
if your ladies will follow her example in all things, 
they cannot do amisa. And I dare say you will soon 
find that the more you know of them both, the 
better you will like them ; or else Ireland has 
strangely depraved your taste, and that my own va- 
nity will not let me believe, since you still flatter 
me. 

* Mrs. Brent^ widow of a printer in Dublin^ witk whom the 
Bean lodged when a young man. F. 

f The duchess also appeared at the castk in DubHn> vrhdBj 
dad in the manu&ctures of Ireland^ on his majesty's birth-day ia 
,1753, when the duke was a lecond time lord lieutenant H, 
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deride, duthmer, or Winter^ St Jimed's ^uu^e, oi* 
t>rayt6n, I defy you in &U shapes; $ hk it l)^ o? 
St. Fatrick*s goVeniing Ei^Uuld or lirieiaiu^ Or jpofi*^ 
tician draplfer* But my (kok6 should Ite *^ thfe rir- 
6on in lady fietty'd chamlSer *.•* 
Make ha^te 'then, if you ha^ ^ mind t^ bbUge 

Yout feVer feiricfeirte hearer oM ii{^; 

LADY AfiTtt- 



» /* .','., . . • .- , . -■ ,■-.'..« .«r 



PROM MR. GAY AND THE DtJKE OB^ 

QUEENSBERRY. f 

Jr OR ahout this month or $ix weefe past^ I have 
been rambling from home, or haVe been at .what 1 
may not improperly call other homes, ^t Dawley> 
and at Twickenham ; and I really thinks at every 
one of my homes you have as good a preteiision ^M 
myself; for I find them all exceedingly disappointed 
by the lawsui't that has kept you this summer froitt 
us* Mr. Pope told me that afikir was novt^ over, that 
you have the estate which was your iSecUrity { I wish^ 
you had your own money ; for I wish you freie from 
every engagemient that kfeeps us from one another; 
I think you deciphered the last letter we sent yOU 
very judiciously * You may make your own condi- 
tions at Amesbiiry ; where I am at present i you 
♦ may do the same at Dawley ; and Twickenham^ you 

« See the versed.in Vol. XV. p. 48. N. ' 

•t £admed^ '' No date, rectived Nov. 8, 17Si;' H. 

know^ 



itnow^ is yotit own. But, if yoU rartieV choose td 
live with me (that is to say, if you will give up your 
right and title) I will purchase the holi^ ydii ahd I 
used to dispute about over against Ham Walks, on 
purpose to entertain you. Name yout day, and it 
shall be done. I have lived with you ; and 1 wish 
to do so again in any place, and Upon any tfeirtns. 
The duchess does not know of my writing ; biit 1 
promised to acquaint the duke the next tithfe I wf otii 
to you, and for aught 1 knoW he ihay tell thfe dii- 
chess, and she may tell sir William Wyhdhani, ^hd 
is now here ; and for fear they should all havie some- 
thing to say to ybu, I leave the test of the paper till 
1 see the duke. 

THE DUKE. 

Mr* Gay tells me, you seem to doubt what autho- 
rity my wife and he have to invite a person hither, 
who, by agreement, is to have the government of 
the place during his stay ; when at the same time it 
does not appeaf, that tlie present ifiastefr of these 
demesnes has been consulted in it. The truth of 
the matter is this: I did not know whether you 
might not have suspected me for a sort of a pert cox^ 
comb, had I pirt in my word in the late c^fefspon- 
denee between: you and my wife. Ladies (by th^ 
courtesy of the world) tr^of privilege hdt afloii^ 
to men ; and in many cases the same thing is called 
a favour from a lady, which might perhaps be looked 
upcm; 88 ifBrpertinenee from a man. Upon this* re-* 
flection, I have hitherto i*efrAinecf frofw writmg tier 
you, having netier ford the plefciire dt coiSversiinlf 
with you' otherwise ; aiid as' that is a thing I xiiosi 

sincerely 
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sincerely wish, I would not ventiue to meddle in a 
negociation that seemed to be in so fair a way of 
producing that desirable end. But our friend John 
has not done me justice, if he has never mentioned 
to you how much I wish for the pleasure of seeing 
you here ; and though I have not till now avowedly 
taken any steps toward bringing it about, what has 
passed conducive to it has been all along with my 
privity and consent, and I do now formally ratify 
all the preliminary articles and conditions agreed to 
on the part of my wife, and will undertake for the 
due observance of them. I depend upon my friend 
John to answer for my sincerity. I was not long at 
court, and have been a country gentleman for some 
time. 

Poll manus sub linus darque dds. 
Sive higjig gnipite gnaros *. 



MR. PILKINGTON TO MR. BOWYER f . 

SIR, NOV. g, 1731. 

Jl HAVE been much surprised at your long silence^ 
and perhaps you have been affected in the same 
manner at mine. But as I hope always to preserve 

♦ This is another hand j possibly sir W. Wyndham's. N. 

f This letter And a few which follow it^ place the dharacter 
and situation of Mr. Pilkington in a new point of view^ and con- 
tain someperdculaffa of the Dean's literaiy history that are 6r from 
Wng uxdnteresting. The learned printer to whom thqr are ad« 
AefSied was bom Dec. 17* 1699 1 aad died Nov, 8, 1777. N. 

. the 
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th^ flriend^ip we have b^n> I must acquidnt ywL 
with the reasons o( my conduct. 

I have the misfortune to live in a scene of great 
hurry ; and^ between attending those in high sta- 
tions who honour me with their friendship^ and dis- 
chai^ng the duties of my profession^ I have scarce a 
moment disengaged; yet I constantly desired my 
friend Faulkner to write to you in my name, because 
I imagined it would save postage ; and I thought it 
tmreasonaible to trouble you with my letters, when 
I had no very urgent businesii to write to you upon^ 
and had too many obligations to you to think of 
adding to your expense. But I cannot imagine 
what you can plead in your excuse, for your neglect 
of writing to me, who am desirous to continue a- 
constant correspondence : I shall be glad to hear yoii 
justify yourself. 

Yesterday I saw a letter of yours to Mr. Faulkner^ 
and on so distressful a subject, that I very sensibly 
shared in your affliction *. I am naturally apt to^ 
pity the woes of my fellow creatures, but the 
wounds of my friend are my own. Here my office? 
ought to be to administer comfort to you in so great 
a calamity ; but I know how much eodier it is to 
preach patience and resignation than to practise 
either. The strongest reason acts but feebly upoir* 
the heart that is loaded with grief, nor is the high^ 
est eloquence powerful enough to heal a woicmded ' 
spirit ; time, and a firm trust in a Divine Providenle, 
which undoubtedly orders all things, for. the bes^- 
are the only ministers of comfort in; 'coAr lnriifor^> 
tunes ; and I hope your own virtue will enable you 

# The death of i/bs. Bawyn, which happened Oct. It, 17^ K; 
VOL. XII. T Vj 
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to bear tiiis afflictioi> with the resolution of a chriaf-- 
tian, though joined with all the tenderness of a 
friend, and the fondest esteem for the memory of 
that relation you hare lost. 

I desired Mr, Faulkner, about six weekisr ago, to 
return you my thanks for your kindness in procuring 
me the bobks from Mr. Giles's, which I received 
safe, and also the box of those writings oF mine. 
And I am extremely grieved to find that Faulkner 
neglected mentioning either. I had not known it 
only for your postscript, wherein you desire to know 
whether. I deceived them. I would have wrote to 
you befote this, if I had. not believed that your 
charge was paid : for Di\ Del any is, I believe, by 
this time, in London ; and he wrote to me from 
B^ for dfrections where to find you in London, 
that he might pay oflT his bill, and return you^ his 
t^ianks for your kindness to us. Let me beg the fa- 
vour of yofu.to acquaint Mr. Giles with this, because 
X would riot, fionr any consideration, seem to foi^et 
lay; crfsditors, . though in another c6untry. If Dr. 
B^lany be not come to you, I desire you will in- 
quire- out his lodgings ; and I believe ydu may be 
ioformed (either at lord Bolingbroke's, or Mr. Perd- 
lijiiS ia Conduit street. Tell him your name when- 
caet^you go ta wait upon him ; and I assure you the 
doctor w£ll be-Teiitremely friendly to you, arid glad 
to seeyow, for L have often talked to him of y^u. 
^ Jrrecieiv^ ninety-four books * from ytmy but I 
lljftUfdreji^u^mujBt commit them to the charge 
of MhaF5tariknier ;- because I'sliave ao opportunity 



r f r ' 



* Mr. Pilkingtons volume of Poems> printed by Mrr'lfeowyer 

T of 
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of selling, but , bestowing them ; for when any of 
ttiy friends are desirous to have one, and ask me 
where they are to be had, I am always too generous 
or too bashful (which is a great rarity among us 
Irish) to accept of payment for them ; and by this 
means I shall be under the necessity of giving all 
away, which would be too expensive an article to 
me. Now what I think would answer, would be, 
to send what I have not bestowed to Mr. Faulkner, 
and let him publish in his newspaper, that he has 
imported some of those books, and let him be ac- 
countable to you for the sale. I wrote to you for 
thirty, which I expected to give away ; and I believe 
I have distributed so many. When I receive your 
answer, I will give you a particular account, and 
remit you the money for them, the first .opportunity. 
If I find Dr. Delany's lodgings out from any friends 
here, or from his letters to me, I will give you im- 
mediate notice. I should be glad to have any cata- 
logues that were now selling in London ; and if yoa 
could send any of them, or any other little pam- 
phlets, they may be directed to the lord bishop of 
Killala, in Dublin, for me. I never received either 
the Monthly Chronicle for March, nor the Historia 
Literaria for ditto: I believe it miscarried, by being 
directed to Faulkner : they were not for Dr. Delany, 
but for another gentleman in town ; but I had tor^ 
got, till the gentleman asked me for them the othet 
day. I shall be glad to hear ftom you soon ; and 
am your most sincere friend, 

MATT, PILKINGTON. 

There is one Green, a bookseller, lately come 
from London to this. town, who has importdi a very 

' T2 jcttrioui 
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curious collection of books ; but he has rated theui 
So excessively dear, and seems to act so haughtily in 
the sale of them, that I believe above three-fourths 
of them will be sent back to-morrow to England 
again. I made the dean of St. Patrick's go with 
ine there the first morning ; but all tjie books were 
too dear for either of us. 



FROM MR GAY AND MR. POPE. 

m 

DECEMBER 1, 1731. 

Jt OU used to complain that Mr. Pope and I would 
not let you speak : you may now be even with us^ 
^tiA take }t out in writing. If you do not send to 
me now and then^ the post-ofiice will think me of 
n6» eonseqaence^ for I have no correspondent but 
ya^. ; Yw may keep as far from us as you please, 
yoit: cannot be forgotten by tliose who ever knew 
f0}a^ and thei€fo]|[e please me by sometimes showing 
IJbA I am not forgot by you. I have nothing to 
tA^VCusott from my friendship to you : I seek no 
9ew aaidaiatlyfiee^ smd court no favour ; I spend no 
sliiUing^ iff, coaches oi chsura to levees or greact visits, 
aii^^'a& I;dp not want tbe assistance of some that 1 
lorflieily conversed with, I will not so much as seem 
fit seek to be a dependent. As to my studies, I 
have not been entirely idle, lliough I cannot say 
tbafl^JiftV^y^t piafectcd any thing. What I have 
done is something in the way of those fables I have 
•beady published ^/ All the money I get is by sav- 

* " * V Yiifc second part ^ his FUdes. BowtBs, 
*------ - . ing. 



Ing, so that by habit there may be some iiopes.^i£ J 
grow richer) of my becoming a naiser.^ AU misew 
have their excuses : the motive to my parsimoay k 
independ^ioe. If I were to be represented by the 
docbess (she is such a downright niggard for mc) 
this character might not be allowed me ; but I reali^ 
think I am covetous enough for any whoiives at the 
court end of the town, and who is as poor as my- 
self : for I do not pretend that I am equally saving with 
S ■» ' k , Mr, Lewis desired you might be told that 
he has five pounds of yours in his hands, Avhich he 
fancies you may have forgot, for he will hardly allow 
that a verseman can have a just knowledge of his 
own affairs. When you got rid of your lawsuit, I 
was in hopes that you had got your own, and was 
free from every vexation of the law ; but Mr. Pope 
tells me you are not entirely out of your perplexity, 
though you have the security now in your own pos- 
session ; but still your case is not so bad as captain 
Gulliver's, who was ruined by having a decree for 
him with costs. I have an injunction for me against 
pirating booksellers, which I am sure to get nothing 
by, and will, I fear, in the end drain me of some mo- 
' ney. When I began this prosecution, I fancied there 
would be some end of it ; but tlie la^ still goes oi;i, 
and it is probable I shall some time or other see i&n 
attorney's bill as long as the book. Poor Duke 
Disney is dead, and has left what he had among his 
friends, among wliom are lord Bolingbroke 500lt 
Mr. Pelham 500I. sir William Wyndham's 5^ung- 
est son 500L Gen. Hill 500I. lord Masham's ^oil 
500I. 

You have the good wished of those t converse 
with; they know they gratrly me, when 'they re- 
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taembcr you; but I really think they do it purely 
ibr your own sake. I am satisfied with the love and 
ftieodship of good men^ and envy not the demerits 
of those ^o are most conspicuously distinguished. 
Itlierefore as I set a just value upon your friendship^ 
you cannot please me more than letting me now and 
then know that you remember me ; the only satis- 
faction of distant friends I 

P, S. Mr. Gay*s is a good letter, mine will be a 
very dull one; and yet what yx)u will think the 
WOTst of it, is what should be its excuse, that I write 
in a headach that has lasted three days. I am never 
ill but I think of your ailments, and repine that 
they mutually hinder our being together ; though 
in oiie point I am apt to differ from you, for you 
shun your friends when you are in those circum- 
stances, and I desire them ; your way is the more 

generous, mine the more tender. Lady * took 

your letter very kindly, for I had prepared her to 
expect no answer under a twelvemonth ; but kind- 
ness perhaps is a word not applicable to courtiers. 
However she is an extraordinary woman here, who 
will do you common justice. For God*8 sake why 

all this scruple about lord B 's -f* keeping your 

horses, who has a park ; or about my keeping you 
on a pint of wine a day ? We are infinitely ridier 
than you imagine ; John Gay shall help me to en« 
tertain you, though you come like a king Lear with 
fifty knights— Though such prospects as I wish, 
cannot now be formed for fixing you with us, tiiro 

* Howard. Bowxjif. 
t Bo^ngbrobe. BowLXf. 

may 
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■ tftayjirovide' better before you part again: the oJd 
lord * may die, the benefice may drop, or, at woiit, 
you may cany me into Ireland.^ Yon will see;' a 
work of lord Bblingbroke^ and one of mine ; which, 

' witha just n^lect of the present age, consult only pos- 
terity ; and, with a noble scorn of politics, aspire 

• to philosophy. I am glad you resolve'to meddle fio 
.more with the low concerhs and interests of parties, 

even of countries (for countries are but larger parties) 

• Quid verum at que decern y curare y et rogare^ nasr ' 
- trum sit. I am much pleased with your design 

upon Rochefoucaulfs maxim, pray finish it'f'. I 
am happy whenever you join our names together : 
«o would Pr. Arbuthnot be, but at this time he can 
be pleased with nothing : for his darling son is dying 
in all probability, by the melancholy account I re- 
ceived this morning. 

The paper you ask me about is of little value. It 
might have been a seasonable satire upon the scan- 
dalous language and passion with which men, of 
condition have stooped to treat one another : surely 
they sacrifice their own characters, families, &c. to 
they sacrifice too much to the people, when 
the diversion of that rabble of readers. 1 agree 
with you in my contempt of most popularity, fame, 
Sf€. even as a writer I am cool in it, and whenever 
, you see what I am now writing :j:; you will be con- 
vinced i I woUki please but a few, and (if I could) 

* LorcLSt. John> fethcr of Bolingbn^> at this time of great 
ago, ^>on whose death, a coDfiiderable accession Qf iocoxx^ 
wouUdevolve to LordB. Bowles. = * 

t The characteristic poem on his own death, Tormfed upon' a 
. maxim of Rochefoucault^ N. •« * . 

X This was said whikl he was employed oa the Easay on Max), 
ft<;^ yet puf)lish«^,. 1731. . Dr* WAiiwvi' , ' . *.< 



mdee mukind Jess admirers, and greater reaSMirs. 
I study much more to render my own perticNt of 
being easjr^ and 1x> keep ^s jieevish frame of iiie 
human body in good humour. Infirmitiea faare 
ncfw quite unmanned me, and it will ddi^ 3r0a to 
hear they are not increased, though not diminished. 
I thank God, I do not^ very mudi want pec^e to at« 
tend me, though my mother now cannot. When I 
am sick, I lie down ; when I am better^ I nst op: 
I am used to the headach, 8^c. If greater pains ar« 
rive, (soich as my late rheumatism) the servants 
bathe and plaster me, or the surgeon sacrifies me, 
and I bear it, because I must. This is the evil of 
nature *, not of fortune. I am just now as i^eW as 
when you were here : I pray God you were no worse. 
J sincerely wish my life were passed near you, and 
such as it is, I would not repine at it. 

All you mention remember you, and wish you 
here. 



FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN. 

/ 

MN. 11, 178 1-2* 

It is well for Mr. Pope jwur letter came as it did, 
ibr else I had called for my coach, and was going to 
make a thorou^ seai^h at his house ; for diat I was 
most positively assured that you were there in pri- 
vate, the duke of Dorset cam tell you. Nm credo 



* When we are ready to bhaie PppeVextPcme imMSSty, Ire 
ooght to lemember the itttaral efiecto of siieli infinsHiefl as be 

aw dMiosd^ from yoodi to ^, to stniBgk 11^ Bowus^^ 

n 



is ali iiie httin I know, tnd lixe most usefbl word 
upon an occanons to me. However, like ixiost other 
people, I can give it up for what I wish ; so for 
onoe I believed, or at least went half way in what I 
hoped was true, and then, for the only time, yoor 
letter was unwelcome. You tell me you have a 
sequest, which is purdy personal to me : nan credo 
fer that ; for I am sure you would not be so disa- 
'agreeable as not to have made it, when }rou know it 
is a pleasure and satisfaction to me to do any thing 
you desire^ by which you may find you are sn^ jsmis 
consiquence to me. 

I met with your, friend Mr. Pope the other day. 
He complains of not being well, and indeed looked 
ill. I fear that neither his wit or sense do ann him 
enough against being hurt by malice : and that he 
is too sensible of what fools say : the run is much 
against him on the duke of Chandos's * account ; 
but I believe their rage is not kindness to the duke, 
but glad to give it vent with some tolerable pretence. 
I wish your presence would have such a miraculous 
efiect as your design on Biddy's ^ speech : you know 
formerly her tongue was not apt to run much by in- 
clination ; but now every winter is kept still per- 
force, for she commonly gets a violent cold that lasts 
-her all winter. But as to that quarrelsome friend of 
the duke of Dorset's, I will let her loose at you, and 
aee which can get the better. Miss Kelly j; was a 

* There is no doubt but Mr. Pope intended thfe character of 
l^non^ in his epistle on the use of riches in woiics of taste, ad« 
dressed to the earl of Burlington^ fbr the duke of Chaados. H. 

t BicWy Floyd. H. 

X Daughter of Dennis Kelly^ esq. a gentleman of veiy good 
iMste in Ireland, who was committed to the Tower of London in 
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very pretty girl when she went from hence, and Ae 
beaux show their good taste by liking her. I hear 
her father is now kind to her ; but if she is not 
mightily altered, she would give up some of h$r airs 
and equipage to live in England '^. 

Since you are so good as to inquire after niy 
health, I ought to inform you I never was better in 
my life than this winter. ' I have escaped both head- 
achs and gout : and that yours may not be in danger 
by reading such a long letter, I will add no more, 
but bid adieu to my dear Dean* 

E. GERMAIN. 



FBOM MR. GAY, 



DEAR SIR, LONDON, JAN. l8, 1 731-2. 

At is now past nine o'clock. I deferred sitting 
down to write to you, in expectation to have seen 
Mr. Pope, who left me two or three hours again to 
try to find lord Burlington, within whose walls I 
have not been admitted this ye^v and a h^lf ; b^t 
for what reason I know not. Mr- Pop^ is ^ust thp 
minute come in, but had not the good luck to find 
him ; so that I cannot give you any satisfaction in 
the affair you writ last about. He designs to see 

172^, on suspicion of corresponding \*ith the Pretender j bfrt 
nothing could be proved against him. F. 

* This lady died of a consumption^ a few ^ears afterj» in 
London. N. 

bi» 
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him to-morrow; and if any thing can be done, he 
says you shall hear from him. 

By the beginning of my letter you see how I de- 
cline in favour ; but I look upon it as my particular 
distinction^ that as soon as the court gains a man I 
lose him. It is a mortification I have been used to> 
so I bear it as a philosopher should. 

The letter which you writ to me and the duke, I 
received ; and Mr. Pope showed me that directed 
to him, which gave me more pleasure than all the 
letters you have writ since I saw you, as it gives me 
hopes of seeing you soon. 

Were I to acquaint the duke and duchess of my 
writing, I know that they would have something to 
say to you, and perhaps would prevent my sending 
the letter this post, so I choose to say nothing about 
it. You are in great fevour and esteem with all 
that love me, which is one great reason that I love 
and esteem them. 

Whenever you will order me to turn your for- 
tune into ready money, I will obey you ; but I 
choose to leave it where it is till you want it, as it 
carries some interest ; though it might be now sold 
to some advantage, and is liable to rises and &lls 
with the other stocks. It may be higher as well as 
•lower; so I will not dispose of it till I hear from 
you. I am impatient to see you, so are all your 
JTriends. You have taken your resolution, and 1 
shall henceforth every week expect an agreeable 
surprise. The bellman rings for the letter, so I 
can say no more. 
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MR. PILKINGTON TO MR. BOWYER, 

SIR, F£B. 5, 1731-2. 

X FIND you are resolved to lay me under so many 
obligations to you, that, upon principles of grati-^ 
tude, I must be 'always desirous to promote your 
interest to the utmost of my power, I think you 
have nothing more left to do, but to make t^e 
experiment, by putting it in my way to return 
your favours. I sent sixty-five books to Mr, Faulk* 
ner's, and hope some time or other to have it in my 
power to make acknowledgments, I find Mr. 
Faulkner sent you a little pamphlet of my writing, 
called An Infallibly Scheme to pay the Debts of 
this Nation. I have the honour to see it mistaken 
for the Dean's, both in Dublin and in your part ol 
the world ; but I am still diffident of it, virhether it 
will merit esteem or contempt. It was a sudden 
whim, and I was tempted t6 send it into the world 
by the approbation which the Dean (my wisest and 
best friend) expressed, when he read it : if you 
were concerned in the printing of it, I hope you 
will be no suflferer. I am very much obliged to 
you for receiving the young printer, whom I re^ 
commended to you, in so friendly a manner ; if I 
can, on this side of the water, be serviceable to any 
friend of yours, command me. 

I am much pleased to hear of your acquaintance 
with Dr, Delany, who is the best of friends ; and I 
do not doubt but your affection for him will in- 
crease vrith your intimacy with him. I desire you 

to 
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to present my service to him, and tell him that the 
Dean designs to trouble him to buy a convenient 
microscope, that he may find out both myself and 
my house With greater ease than he can at present, 
because we are both so excessively small, that he 
caii scarce discover either. I hope to hear soon 
from you, idthough it be parliament time, and ypu 
hurried with business; and shall always be your 
sincere friend and servant, 

MATT. PILKINGTON, 
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TO THE REV. MR. WINDAR. 

SIR, DUBLIN^ FEB. 19, 1731-2. 

A HAD the favour of yours of the 6th instant. I 
have been above a fortnight confined by an acci- 
dental strain^ and can neither ride nor walk, nor 
easily write, else you should have heard frx>m me 
sooner. I am heartily sorry for your disorder, and 
am the more sensible by those I have myself, 
though not of the same kind, but a constant dis* 
position to giddiness, which I fear my present con- 
finement, with the want of exerqise, will increase. 
I am afraid you could not light upon a more un« 
qualified man to serve you, or my nearest friends^ « 
in any mainner, with people in power; for I have 
the misfortune to be not only under the particular 
displeasure both of the king and queen, asev^ 
body knows, but likewise of every person both in 
England and Ireland who are well with . the court. 
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or can do me good or hurt. And although this and" 
the two last Heutenants were of my old acquaint- 
ance, yet I never could prevail with any of them to 
give a living to a sober grave clergyman, who mar- 
ried my near relation, and has been long in the 
church ; so that he is still my cui'ate> and I reckon 
tihis present governor will do like the rest. I be- 
Ueve there is not any person you see from this 
town, who does not know that my situation is as I 
describe. If you or your son were in favour with 
any bishop or patron, perhaps it might be con- 
trived to have them put in mind, or solicited ; but 
I am no way proper to be the fiM' mover, because 
there is not one spiritual or temporal lord in Ire- 
land whom I visit, or by whom I am visited, but 
am as mere a monk as any in Spain ; and there is 
not a clergyman on the top of a mountain who so 
little converses with mankind, or is so little re- 
garded by them, on any other account except 
Showing malice. All this I bear as well as I can ; 
eat my morsel alone like a king, and am constantly 
at home when I am not riding or walking^ which I 
do often, and always alone. 

I give you this picture of myself out of old 
friendship: from whence you may judge what 
share of spirits and mirth is now left me. Yet I 
cannot read at nights, and am therefore forced to 
scribble som^tliing, whereof nine things in ten are 
humed next morning. Forgive this tediousness in 
the pen, which I acquire by the want of spending 
it in talk ; and believe me to be, with true esteem 
and friendship. 

Your most obedient humble servant, fy:. 

JON. SWIFT- 
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FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN. 

FEB. 23^ 1731-2. 

1 LIKE to know toy power (if it is so) that I can 
make you uneasy at my not writing ; though I shall 
not often care to exert it, lest you should grow 
weary of me and my correspondence ; but the slow- 
ness of my answer does not come from the empti- 
ness of my heart, but the emptiness of my head ; 
and that you know is nature^s fault, not mine. I 
was not learned enough to know '}ion credo has been 
so long in fashion: but every day convinces me 
more of the necessity of it, not but that I ofte^i 
wish against myself ; as for example, I would fain 
believe you are coming to England, because most 
of your acquaintance tell me so ; and yet I turn, 
and wind, and sift your letters to find any thing 
like it being true ; but instead of that, there I find* 
a lawsuit, which is a worse tie by the leg than your 
lameness. And pray what is ^* this hurt above my 
heel ?" Have you had a fellow feeling with my lord 
lieutenant * of the gout, and call it a sprain, as he 
does ? who has lied so long and often to disguise it, 
that I verily think he has not a new story left. 
Does he do the same in Ireland ; for there I hoped 
he would have given a better example ? 
• I find you are grown a horrid flatterer, or else 
you could never have thought of any thing so much 
to my taste as this piece of marble you speak of for 

* The duke of Dorset. 
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my sister Penelope *, which I desire may be at my 
expence. I cannot be exact, neither as to the time 
nor year^ but she died soon srfter we came there^> 
and we did not stay quite two years, and were in 
England some months before king William died. I 
v/kh I had my dame Wadgar's, or Mr. Ferris's 
memorandum head, that I might know whether it 
was ^^ at the time of gooseberries -f*.'* 

Surely your Irish air is very bad for darts; if 
Mrs. Kelly s are blunted already, make her cross 
father let her come over, and we would not use hei* 
so in England. If my duchess ;{: ^es company in a 
morning, you need not grumble at the hour ; it 
must be purely from great complaisance, for that 
never was her taste here, though she is as early a 
riser as the generality of ladies are : and I believe 

* Lfitdy Penelope Berkeley died in Dublin, while her &lher 
was in the government^ and was interred in St. Andrew's chiut^h^ ' 
tinder the altar. No monument was erected to her memory tiB 
about this time> when Dr. Swift caused a plate of Uack marble to 
he fixed in the wall over the altar piece, with this inscription : 
^' Underneath lieth the body of the lady Penebpe Berkeley« 
daughter of the right hon. Charles eaii of Beikeky. She 
died September the 3d, 1669." F. 
f In the petition of Frances Harris to the lords justices, upon . 
losing her purse, printed in the sixteenth volume of this conec* 
tion, there are these yenes^ 

Yes, says the stewso^, I remember, when I Vte at nqr 

lady Shrewsbury's, 
Such a thing as this happened just about the iSa» of 
" gooseberries.*' 
This steward was Mr. Ferris ; and &me Wadgar was the old deaf 
housekeeper in lord Berkeley's &mily, when he Wia one of the' 
lords justices of Ireland. H. 

X The duchess of Dorset H. 

there 
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there are not many dreiteing rooms in Londdnj but 
mine, where the early idle come. 

Adieu abruptly : for I will have no more formal 
humble servants^ with your whole nam^ at the bot**^ 
tom> as'if I was asking you your catechism^ 



1 



FRO»f SIR CHARLES WCX3AN 'i 

* ■ ' : ■ • 

I 
I 

FEB. 27, 1732-S« 

HAVE the honour of a very obliging letter, 
from a person whose pienetrfttion I flattered ndys^ 
t could hdVe esdaped ; although I might dfssure hhri 
with great sincerity, that I iiever had a iriote eannisi 
desire for any man's ac^uaititaiico and friehdshr^ 
than £3r Kis. ^ Upoti the^ hie ocdision, it is trtfe, 
iny design w^s to have travelled and been ifeceived 
incognito. I had taken my meaisufes^ for it in thi 
best manner I c6uld devised Btft all my art 



^ This tradt^ written in tbS^ epkolarj^ styled ms addbreaMI t6 
Dj^. SMft bf its adthor; ur Charles Wogasi, a gentkooanrat that 

. time of hij^ re(utatioii> IuqkI muteh distiiiguished at most of the 
courts of Europe. He was of an ancient Irish fiunily, and nephew 
to the finnous dukeof Tyrconnel; w&owas first minister to Iring 
Jfames tl. koA commatader in chief of hii fbrcies, during hSs res^ 
tftnce in Iidand. Of course hfe was Inr^ tq^ in all the pfiioiciphB 
of jaoobitisni, and being dso a Roman Catholic^ was tinctured 
ifvith all: the bigotry of the times. He foflowed his unfortunate 
inadter into exile^ where he continued to serve him with a zeal 
"wortl^ of a better cause. See ah account of hun in p. itS3, 
tirlR!reftheDean*s lietter here aOtlded to is pt^Eited; and a second 
letter td sif Charles Wogan^ dated in June 173&^ in VoL Xm. 

. f. 915. N. 

, VOL. XII. U travestie 
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travestie was vain. His Mentor was superior tor 
my Uranius^ who could not avoid being discovered/ 
Sfs in the atoiy of Telemachus^ and striking sail to 
a mote exah^ divinity. I own I was aomewbat 
concerned at my being seen in my undress^ through 
all the magnificence of those disguises I had put 
on. But Mentor ^hats so much the air of a benign 
and friendly spirit, that my confusion was soon 
over: and methinks I could be exposed in the 
midst of iail my defects^ widiout any concern, pro^ 
vided it were only to those whom he judges worthy 
of bis intimacy. 

^ Nothing -can be more distinguishing, in regard 
tKf an unixs^ppy people^ than his character' of thofe 
abroad ; nor more just than bis remarks Upon the 
genius and sujBferings of those at home. But Jactiz 
est alea :■ the set of people he means^ can no longer 
be looked upon as a nation, either in or out of tlieir 
fsountry • Those who have chosen a voluntary 
;exile, to get rid of oppression, have given themselves 
lip, with great gaiety of qpirit, to the slaughter, in 
foreign and ungrateful service, to the number of 
above 120,000 men, within these forty years^ The 
test, who have been content to stay at home, are 
yed\iced to the wretched condition of the Spartair 
tielots. They are tinder a double slavery. They 
.terve their iohiiman lordline^ who are the more 
-severe upon them, because they dare not yet look 
upon the ccmhtry as their own ; while all together 
are under the supercHious dominion and jealousy of 
another overruling power. 

To return to our exiles. Mentor certainly does 
them that justice which cannot be denied them by 
any of those nations among whom they have served; 

but 
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t>ut it id seldom or ev^r allowed them by those who 
can write or speak English correctly. They hive 
shown a great deal of gallantry in the defence of ifioh 
i^ign states and pfincesy With very littk advanta^ 
to Aemselves, bu£ Uiat of being free ; anid without 
half die outward mark^ 6f distinction they deserved. 
TTiese southern goverhm^ts are very slow in ad- 
vancing foreigners to coili»iderable or gainful pre' 
^rments. Tlieir dhief attention is reserved for tfieir 
own subjects^ €o make them some amends for fhe 
heavy yoke ttiey htfVe laid over therti^ Tht oniy 
fruit the Itish have reaped by their valouir is their 
extinction ; and thect general &m^y which they have 
lost themsdves, to acquiref for their country^ already 
lost, with respect to them. They had the Iionoitf 
of Ireland at heart ; while those who actually pdff- 
tessed their countt^y, were little affected \*itli any 
other glory than that of Engknd ; which they aid*- 
tanced with great bravfety during all the late wars; 
They were content to forget they were Iridtimen j 
tod England, in Tetum for that compliment, haifr 
graciously conferred upon them, as she stiU doesy 
the first employmefits both at sea and land ; where- 
by they have been enablied to leave very comfortable 
establishments to their children : whereas the Irish 
^iles can only be said to have buried the syns^ogue 
Ipnth honour. They were undoubtedly the flower 
tt the catholic distinction of subjects. They are 
jextindt to a vety inconsiderable number, and have 
hot left one single settlement in all the continent to 
any of their posterity. They had always the post 
of honour allowed them, where it was mixed with 
danger; and lived in perpetual fire, which was alt 
they could bequeadl as an inheritance to their issue^ 

u 3 ^\n» 
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who are extremely few, on account of the little en- 
couragement given for begetting them« The very 
-scum of French refugees have had much better 
treatment and fortune in those countries, where 
:they were only a charge to the government, than 
.the Irish nobility and gentry have met with, where 
their courage and fideUty were in a great measure 
its support. Had it not been much better for 
them to have gone in search of new establishment 
out of the known world, and made some settle* 
ment for themselves and their posterity in the 
antipodes ? 

'. As I was but a new comer among them, I have 
pften blamed their men of chief distinction and 
tense, for having rejected the terms ofiered by the 
prince of Orange to my uncle Tyrconnel, in fevour 
<>f thie. Irish catholics in general, before the deci- 
sive battle of Aghrim ; which (by the by) till the 
jiudden fall of their general, was fought with more 
bravery on their side, than any battle has been^ 
perhaps for some centuries past, by any people 
under equal disadvantages. The prince was touched 
with the fate of a gallant nation, that had made 
itself a victim to French promises, and ran head^ 
long to its ruin for the only purpose, in fact, of 
advancing the French conquests in the Netherlands, 
under the favour of that hopeless diversion in Ire- 
land, which gave work enough to 40,000 of the 
best troops of the grand alliance of Augsbouxgh. 
He longed to find himself at the head of the con-^ 
federate army with so strong a reinforcem^it. la 
this anxiety he offered the Irish catholics the free 
exercise of their religion ; half the churches of the 
kingdom ; half the employments^ civil and militajry 

too> 
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too, if they pleased^ and even the moiety of their 
ancient properties. These proposals^ though they 
were to have had an EngUsh act of parliament for 
their sanction, were refused with universal con*- 
tempt. Yet the exiles, in the midst of their hard 
usage abroad, could not be brought to repent of 
their obstinacy. Whenever I pressed them upon 
the matter, their answer was generally to this pur- 
pose : " If England can break her public faith, in 
r^rd of the wretched articles of Limerick, hy 
keeping up a perpetual terror and persecutioa over 
that parcel of miserable, unarmed peasantry, and 
dastard gentry we have left at home, without any 
other apology or pretence for it, but her wanton 
fears and jealousies : what could have been expected 
by the men of true vigour and spirit, if they had 
remained in their country, but a cruel war, under 
greater disadvantages, or such a universal massacre 
as our fathers have often been threatened with by 
the confederate rebels of Great Britain ?" — Ad quod 
wmfuit responsum. — ^Yet their liberty and glory 
abroad is but the price of their blood ; and, even at 
that expense, they have only purchased a ^ more 
[lonourable haseldama *. 

It was impossible for a people to thrive, after 
living been driven by their too warrantable dis* 
Tust of their enemies, into the snares laid for them 
yy their false friends. France, upon their arrival^ 
;ave them a cruel reform of their officers and of 
heir pay for a welcome, by a.scandalous breach of 
iith ; sacrificed them to her wars ; made their zeal 
Ijjd sjpirit the dupes of her idle pretences i and, ^t 

* Fidd of blood. N. 

las^ 
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last, inhumanly disbanded great numbers of them 
p> the wide world, after the peace of Ryswicki 
Had they been kept together in one body from the 
banning, to the number of 30,000 men, accordr 
ing to the promi^ie that tempted them partly to 
quit their country, they had made a much better 
•figure in the work)* Richelieu's politics were against 
it. He was a great master, particularly in the judg- 
ment he had formed of tlie valour of his cbuntry- 
^nen ; s|nce he has left it on record, that bodies of 
foreign troops must be mixed with French, in order 
to give the'm emulation. Upon thi$ account the 
Irish were parcelled by brigades among the many 
'armies entertained by the French king. Although 
this repartition was very mortifying to them, they 
fever bdiaved in their several bands apart with parr 
ticukr distinction. They never found themselves 
in any engagement, ^here they did not pierce the 
Opposite enemy. Not one regiment of them ever 
fled, till it was in ^ manner left alone ; and during 
all the late wars^ in which their principals were 
generally worsted, they cannot be said to have lost 
two pair of colours. The French never gained a 
victory, to which those handfuls of Irish were not 
known to have contril^Hteid in a singular manner; 
nor lost a battle, in which they did not preserve, or 
rather augment their reputation, by carrying oft' 
colours and standards from the victorious enemy. 
From this we may conclude, without any great 
vanity, that they had been an impenetrable pha- 
lanx, if they had been allowed to continue in one 
body ; and that, instead of acquiring glory by re- 
tail, they had gained complete victories, as olie 
jsinjgle brigade of them did at Mella2o^ having 

driven 
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driven the whole German army into the town or 
the sea, after they had been deserted by the Spanish 
troops and generals to a man. Yet their principal 
officers^ who have signalized themselves , equally 
upon all occasions^ have been advanc^ to no higher 
{Mrefermenjb than that of lieutenant general ; whereas 
ScotSy Germans, Livonians, Italians, have been 
promoted to the dignity of marSschals of France. 
But as the valour of the Irish is already taken for 
granted abroad, and their zeal turned into a sort of 
ridicule, on account of the unprecedented usage it 
has met with at home, it is modestly presumed all 
over the world, that they scarce need any reward 
for their virtue, but their virtue alone. 

I have often been at a loss for the cause of this 
odd destiny, that attends the Irish catholics in all 
foreign courts and countries. They are the first 
called upon for any service that requires fidelity and 
resolution ; the last distinguished with any eminent 
marks of honour or advantage. Let them behave 
ever so well, if it be thought tit to give them any 
recompense, it is always inferior to what might be 
judged sufficient for men of any other country in 
the like case. Whatever others might be entitled to 
grumble at as a reward, must be received by them 
as a gift. Whatever is taken from them either at 
home or abroad is lawful prize. Their zeal, in re-^ 
gard of loyalty and religion, has been so cruelly 
misrepresented, and their unparalleled sufferings so 
involved in shades, or clad with an air of justice^ 
that they are become a by- word in all countries 
.^ike ; which are perfectly agreed to keep them low^ 
after the example of their own princes, upon a pre- 
ffuipption that they could not have been used so 
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esctremely ill, if they had not in some measure de?* 
served it. A long and perpetual train of misfor- 
tunes has a strange tendency toward putting a 
people in the wrong; or, at best, making them' 
the objects of ridicule. The Irish for having been' 
steady to their principles, and not as cunning knavei 
as ihe two neighbouring nations, have groaned^ 
during the two last centuries, under all the weight 
of injustice, calumny, and tyranny, of which there 
is no example, in equal circumstances, to be shown 
in any history of the universe. All this calumny 
lias bieen sounded into the ears of all Europe by 
their enemies both foreign and domestic; and 
thereby gained credit, more or less, on account of 
not having been sufficiently controverted or refuted 
in time. Their constant inisfortunes have given a 
sort of sanction to all this imposture and iniquity'. 
They could not defend themselves, in the /midst of 
so much division at home, from so many powerful 

and confederated enemies, who had alienated the ' 

■ » ... 

hearts of their very sovereigns from them, in order * 
to make him the first, and them the last victims of 
the tragedy. In the mean time they were involved 
in too much war, or in too much misery, to be the 
relaters of their own story with any advantage ; or 
'found the English language as backward as the 
JEngHsh nation and government, to do them com- 
mon justice. Their enemies have spared them the> 
labour with a vengeance. 

The mongrel historians of the birth of Ireland, 
from Stanihurst and Dr. King down to the most 
wretched scribbler, cannot afford them a good word, 
in order to curry fiivour with England. Our callow 
bards of the 4rama^ with the same view, draw their 

firs^ 
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fiffst pens against their country, and force their way 
into the world through their mother s womb. The 
-1£nglish writers taTce the hints from them with plea-, 
sure ; and delight in gratifying the flattest nonsense,' 
and most silly artifices, upon teigueism, to divert 
that honest generation of numskulls, the mobs of 
England, from the Land's End to Berwick-upon- 
Tweed, in regard of improprieties in the turn of a 
foreign speech or accent, totus muhdus egif his- 
trumem ;h\xt the genuine char2^cters of a nation 
ought to be as sacred even upon the stage, as in 
history. In the days of king Charles the second, 
the Irish bravery and fidelity had the applause of 
whole theatres; but now nothing but Irish stupidity, 
find wretched small craft, will go down even upon 
Ihat of Dublin, 

As ^11 the honour the protestant Irish have acquired 
by their pen or their swords, passes generally for 
English ; so the English and their adherents in Ire« 
land, have been in a long confederacy, before Clareiji- 
don appeared, to suppress or tarnish all the renown 
accruing to that unhappy country, from the worth 
and gallant actions of the catholics. Their pens are 
ever dipped in bitterness and detraction ; as if what- 
ever could be reckoned valuable in that unfortunate 
people, were a lessening to the honour of the English ' 
nation, to which all their incense is addressed. How- 
iBver, though they have done horrible outrages to 
justice and veracity, by propagating lies, more or 
l^ss, all over the world, they must be allowed to 
Iw^ve acted with great sagacity, in favour of them- 
selves. For if the Irish had not been represented 
with uncommon industry, and in full cry, as a bar?* 
|l%rous ai^d stupid people, breakers of public faith. 
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cowards, murderers of the innocent, without anyi 
provocation, in every corner of their country ; rebels 
to their lawful, sovereigns, in whose defence they 
have ruined and annihilated themselves; all these 
attributes (except that of folly) had necessarily foUen 
to the share of England : and she must have been 
looked upon by the whole universe as the most law- 
less and inhuman tyrant upon the face of the earth. 
Yet all this villainy ought not, in strict justice, to be 
imputed to her. She had not gone all those lengths 
of cruelty and iniquity, if she had not been under 
the force of Cromwell, and the influence of a Cla^ 
irendon. 

In the mean time Ireland is left to trapes in heF 

old draggle-tailed weeds, by her own children ; 

bribed, by their attention and respect for England^ 

to abandon her to all the dirt and barbarism la!id at 

her door by her ancient and modem enemies ; while 

other countries are brightening up in their story and 

character by the industry of their writers successively 

labouring to adorn them. The newest accounts 

given all over Europe, of the soil, genius, improve* 

ment, and customs of Ireland, may be dated 400 

years ago. She is still reckoned as savage as she was 

under the oppression of the Dan^s, or after the first 

incursion of the English, who drove her, in spite of 

her voluntary submissions into wildness. For, after 

all, if I invite people civilly into my house^ and 

they will not admit me to sit at my own fire, but 

rather will grow insolent, and force my family to 

herd in the bare court among my cattle, which I 

cannot reckon my own, but upon the foot of their 

will ^md pleasure : I niust either quit my dwelling 

^togetber^i 
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altogether, or lay about me like a madman till I can 
l^possess it. 

On account of this perpetual silence-atout Ire- 
land, all Europe looks upon her as under a constant 
fog, the seat of dulness, and the dismal mansion of 
ignorance and distress. Scarce any people are taken 
for mere Irislj, either in England or on the conti- 
nent, but the vulgar of the country, and the few un- 
fortunate exiles. The very distinction carries in the 
face of it a lessening, and strikes the fancy with the 
ungrateful idea of misery. Besides, the arms of 
ivhiggism are extremely long, and reach them to their 
jremotest haunts. There are a thousand instances of 
^is enchantment ; and, notwithstanding the known 
ingratitude of Franpe, some of the Irish had been 
piiarSschals of France before now : the whole voice of 
that nation was for them ; but the fear of disobliging 
the present government of England, gave a check tq 
their promotion. As for the new nobility an<i gentry 
of Ireland, they pass currently for English abroad ; 
^nd Dublin, the fourth city of Christendom, is still 
taken for no more than the Eblana of Ptolemy. 

Thus Ireland has not only lost all her antient 
progeny of any distinction, and seen them buried 
under the ruins of calumny and distress, by the over- 
bearing pride and power of those several swarms of 
inmates thrown in upon her, at several times, and 
supported by her masters of Great Britain ; those 
very colonies are no . sooner settled in that country, 
and warmed into affection for it, than they are taken 
for mere Irish too : and so must be driven off to 
inake room for new ones. Yet all this is not enough. 
Ireland might still have some name in the worlds if 
she w^re allowed lyhat belongs to h^r : But 9he is 

f. stripped 
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stripped into the bargain of all the honour and merit 
that might redound to her, either from the actions 
or geniuses of her lattet offspring. The very name 
of Irish carries so uncouth an idea along with it, 
especially in England, that all those who depend 
chiefly upon her for their fortune, or their fame, 
are shy, at their first setting out, of making an open 
confession of their country, and suffer themselves to 
pass for English ; while England permits the cheat 
to pass upon the rest of the world, and naturalizes 
them by a tacit consent ; upon the modest presump- 
tion that wit and merit, such as theirs, can be only 
of her own growth. Thus England, without being 
at the pains of assuming it, is allowed a right to all 
those who have either written or fought in English 
with any distinction, as Scotland impudently whips 
away from Ireland all her old saints and her sophists, 
on account of having shared with her the same name 
of Scotia. The Ushers, Boyles, Congreves, Garths, 
Denhams, Swifts, Ormonds, Cadogans, Aylmers, 
&c. are all taken for English in foreign countries. 
Mac Fleciib, and all the wretched adepts in metat- 
physics, are counted Irish in course : We have but 
one Dunce of irrefragable fame, the father of Dunces 
by thousands all over Europe ; and the JSeots have 
kidnapped him from us, by the consent or conni- 
vance of all modem dictionaries, notwithstanding 
the number of sheriffs and sheriff^ baiKffs of the 
same name upon the records of our antient city of 
Dublin. In short, what can Ireland have left her, 
but her bc^s and her stupidity, since England and 
Scotland have swept away the stakes ? If we mu»t 
give up all our great men of war and figure to England, 
let her even shew us the example^ and resign to the 

Normami 
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Normans her Planti^nets, Talbots, and Nevills, 
conquerors of f'rance. 

However, we will not stick out in our controversy 
about these mighty men. They shall belong to 
England, since they have made her a present of 
their arms and allegiance. But, in the name of 
wonder, let us have our men of parts and letters. 
Let not the English wits, and particularly my friend 
Mr. Pope (whom I had the honour to bring up to 
London, from our retreat in the forest of Windsoi^ 
to dress k la mode, and introduce at Will's coffee- 
house), run down a country as the seat of dulness^ 
to whose geniuses he owns himself so much indebted. 
What encomiums does he not lay out upon Roscom- 
mon and Walsh, in the close of his excellent Essay 
upon Criticism ? How gratefully does he express his 
thanks to Dr. Swift, Sir Samuel Garth, Mr. Con- 
greve, and my poor friend and neighbour Dr. Par- 
nell, in the preface to his admirable translation of 
• the IJiad, in return for the many lights and lessons 
they administered to him, both in the opening and 
the prosecution of that great undertaking? Is it 
possible that these heroes of wit and learning, whom 
he commemorates with so much applause, and of 
whom he glories in having been the pupil, could 
have been of the birth of Ireland ? while England 
could only furnish him with titled pageants and 
names of quality, fitter to swell and encourage 
the subscription, than to polish or enrich the per- 
formance ? But, granting diey were Irishmen ; that 
it seems is no manner of argument in favour of their 
country. Were not all those lights and lessons 
^ven by them to Mr. Pope, in the purer air of 
^gland ? / Waa i% not to that air al<^e they owed 
. r the 
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.the refinement and elevation of their geniuses ? MrV 
Pope, though the best natured man Uving, to my 
knowledge, had laughed at them with great gaiety^ 
had they pretended to forward any notices or im 
^tructions to him by letters written under their 
hative fogs. 

I remember to have been present at a scene hu-* 
tnourous enough upon this very subject at WilF^ 
coffee-house* l^e sages there, in profound contem- 
plation, were very gravely offering their Slsveral 
reasons, why wit could not be of the growth of Ire- 
land. Some would have it owing to the bc^ 
^ness of the soil, which must undoubtedly and im- 
jperceptibly convey too much humidity to the bramj 
others to the perpetual cloudiness of the sky, thtt 
mu^t, of all necessity, cast a dull influence, inftising 
melancholy, sloth, and heaviness to the understand- 
ing : many to the want of sun-shine> so sovereign 
in invigorating and giving cheerfulness and alacrity 
to the spirits. Among such a number of shining 
geniuses, who brightened up under the continual 
mist over London, it was hard to end the dispute 
a^ut the cause, while all was agreed about the fact^ 
At length the wag, Bob Dodwell (who had a little 
faefone forced a .company of foot from lord Petet* 
bdrow, as a sort of amends for a severe joke xrp&a 
his country), rose up with a very demure cotmte* 
natioe, as demanding audience of the Very oaf-fuli 
assembly ; which being granted -*— 

** My lords and gentlemen,'* says he, ** it is i veiy 
moot point to which of those causes we may ascribe 
the universal dukiess c^the Irish. It may be owin^ 
perhaps, to some one ; perhaps to the combiiMticm 
ifali tpgether: God only knowB^ who was pleased 
i , to 
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to order it so from the beginning. 'But. that the 
case is^ as you agi*ee it in your great wisdom^ I shall 
offer a familiar and unanswerable proof. My father 
had studied with great applause in Oxford (for had 
he studied in Dubhn, where he was born, he Iiad 
made but a very slender progress in learning, as you 
shall find by the sequel.) In short lie was allowed, 
in that famous university, to be both an excellent 
divine, and a most eloquent preacher. From thence 
he removed to Dublin : where, on account of the 
reputation he had justly acquired abroad, he was 
instantly preferred to the parish of St. Mican s. 
Great was the concdurse to hear him ; but much 
greater the surprise to find how little his sermons 
-answered the character the world had given of him. 
This could not miss being wiiispered to him: he 
made several eflforts, in vain, to regain his credit ; 
his sermons were still worse and worse liked : at 
length his church was almost forsaken, and he left 
• 'to hoM forth to very few but the old^women. 

" The man was at his wit's end to find the cause 
of this unaccountable change in him : at last he 
wisely judged it must be owing to the climate in 
>'hich he writ ; atid to make proof of it, set out one 
-Monday morning in the packet-boat for Holyhead ; 
-there composed liis sermon for next Sunday ; and re- 
'turning to Dublin on the eve, after having b^ged 
*of some friends, out of mere charity, to assist at it, 
"preached divinely well, to the utter astonishment 
of his auditory, charmed at the excellency of his per- 
formance. This mfracle rung immediately over the 
' whole city ; and he, making use of the same hapj^ 
stratagem every week, of composing at Holyfa^^d 
what he was to deliver from th« pnlpk im CkiUki^ 
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the doctor s name was up : all Dublin thronged ta, 
hear him ; and persons of the best distinction re- 
sorted thither from all pjirts of the kingdom to see 
this second Livy. 

*^ However, as the devil owed the doctor a.spite^ 
it chanced unfortunately for him, that he was obliged, 
for some slight indispositions, to take physic two or 
three several times on the very days the packet boat 
set out ; and being thereby under the unhappy ne* 
cessity of penning his sermons for the week in DuIh 
lin, his auditory were astonished, on those occasions^ 
to find them good for nothing. By these ups and 
downs of the doctor the mystery at length came out) 
iand whenever the packet-boat sailed for Holyhead^ 
the common question, over the whole city, was, 
whether the doctor had gone on board ? If the an-* 
swer, was in the affirmative, there was an universal 
joy throughout ; all were sure of being charmed tb? 
:next Sunday. If in the negative, the poor doc^ 
tor was left, on that day, to preach to the. bare . 
walls." S 

While Bob held forth in this manner, with a 
very grave phyz, that covered a wicked undersneer, 
very natural to him^ the scene (I must own) was ad^ 
mirable, in regard of the auditory ; and could give a 
by-stander room to form a certain judgment of the 
weif^ht of brains that came to the share of every one 
of them. Upon the opening of the discourse, all 
ears were alert : it was a solemn sileiice and pro* 
found attention ! for when that Demogoigon, tn^ 
iand, is to be run down, it is wonderful how almost 
every English heart bounds for joy. Before Bob 
had brought his fiatther back from Holyhead the fint 
time, .soipe had sense enough to see the n<ycale le* 

veiled 
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veiled at themselves^ and sneaked ofil Others wem 
so numskuUed as to wait for the sermon composed 
in Anglesey^ and delivered with applause at St. Mi* 
ran's, whereat a sudden light broke in upon their 
noddles ; they could stand tiie joke no longer^ and 
slunk away too. But when it came to the unhappy 
consequences of the doctor's taking physic^ the 
whole shoal of virtuosoes were sensible to the stroke^ 
and voided the room at once^ except one blue^ one 
. green ribbon^ and a lieutenant-general of the queen*s 
army, that had courage and iiisipidity enough ta 
hear the poor doctor preach to the bare walls. Then 
the cloud that had hung so long and so obstinately 
over their intellectuals^ disappeared* However^ 
they were too stout to quit the field, as their betters 
had done, and so contented themselves with casting 
sheep's eyes and silly leers at each other, while Bob 
and I enjoyed their stupidity. 

This received notion of dulness in the Irish, has 
not taken its rise from the mpb, though they gladly 
^join in the cry. The English populace, the bluntest 
and most unenlightened race of people in £urope> 
are incapable of making so nice a discovery. They 
can readily imagine that the Irish have horns and 
hoofs : and it has been found easy, and of excellent 
use in politics, not very long ago, to persuade them 
that every Irishman was somewhat more than of 
Venner's gang ; since^ instead of only chasings he 
was to have slain his thousands. What affects the 
English mob, with regard to Irishmen, is terror. 
Our English ancestors dispatched into Ireland, and 
their descendants, have taken effectual care to fasten 
this bi^bear upon their mother country, and repre- 
sent the Irish as monsters and cannibals^ in order to 
: VOL. XII. X )^^qS?| 
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justify their own rtiore barbarous oppressions upon 
that people. These dreadful ideas have left so strong 
an impression^ that even at this day, when the nations 
iire more mixed than they have been formerly, an 
Irishman is looked u wn by the vulgar in England, 
demote from great towns, as a rawhead and bloody- 
bones ! It is therefore that the rumour spread of an 
Irish massacre had been found, of all stratagems, the 
inost effectual toward promoting any change of go^ 
yernment in England, by the extreme facility of 
raising a fright in the good people there, whenever 
the Trojan horse is supposed to be filled with Irish- 
men. This may suffice to excuse that honest gene- 
fation of mortals (for whom I have a great regard, 
as I have a real concern for all men that are easily 
thrown into a panic fear) from having had any hand 
in introducing the opinion of Irish dulness. That 
grand arcanum could be discovered only by the sub- 
Kmer geniuses of England. 

However, this opinion, foolishly attributed to the 
climate, has some truth in it, with regard to those 
remnants of old nobility and gentry, who have been 
stripped, by the iniquity of Cromwell, and the 
greater one of Clarendon, of all they had a title to, 
except the blood and spirit of their ancestors. These 
are a severe and a very inconvenient burden to them 
at hom^, where they are obliged to keep them under 
hatches in the neighbourhood of barracks, and of 
more tyrannical justices of peace. There are in Ire- 
land a thousand well born Brutuses of this kind, 
M^hose souls are stupified by the perpetual dread of 
persecution, and dare not peep out of their bodies, 
lest they should fall under the lash of the penal laws* 
But snatch these potatoe mofig^rs frcoi thek unme- 
; - - diate 
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diate slavery, or from the ploughshares to which their 
fathers have been reduced, into an air of liberty and 
politeness ; transplant them but for one month into 
the hotbeds of London, how sudden is the change! 
how surprising the improvement! The booby in- 
stantly commences beau, bully, sharper, and cuck- 
old-maker jvith a vengeance ! heis passe ^ presto ^ vite^ 
-Jack of ajl trades ; all fire, all mercuiy, in the turn 
of a hand ! With what dexterity does he empty the 
pockets- of that notable son of earth, the English 
squire, at seven or eleven ? What a sturdyback is he 
tO; a bashful English peer ? What an awe does his 
modest assurance create in all the assemblies of men ? 
how do the London ladies fall into fits at his ap- 
proach, alarmed at the sight of his broad shoulders^ 
and engaging, though somewhat rough, addresses-? 
But, to conclude this wonderful metamorphose of 
mere animals into smart and dexterous fellows, by 
the change of air, though it may go against one's 
stricter motals to justify their industry ; it is hard 
to . blame them for taking what reprisals they can 
upon the publick in England, by way of revenge, or 
at least some amends for the irreparable wrongs and 
losses at home. 

In the mean time, it is impossible for an upright 
find good natured spirit, not to look with concern 
upon the inhuman slavery of the poor in Ireland. 
Since they have neither liberty nor schools allowed 
them; since their clergy, generally speaking, can 
have no learing but what they scramble for, through 
the extremities of cold and hunger, in the dirt and 
egotism of foreign universities; since all together 
are under the perpetual dread of persecution, and 
have no security for the enjoyment of their lives or 

^2 their 
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, their religion^ against the annual thunders of the 
English Vatican^ but the present moment : how can 
it be expected they should keep clear of superstition, 
which is so elegantly and so truly called by a modem 
author, the spleen of the soul ? But that of my spirit 
.is up, and I must out with it, after having asked 
pardon, of my friend Mr. Pope, for having animad- 
Irerted upon his jokes in the Dunciad, with regard 
to Ireland. Those railleries are so agreeable to the 
humour of the world in general, that like favourite 
vices, they carry their excuse along with them. 

^^ Heu patria ! infidis nimium vicina Britannis ; 

Olim altrix diviim ; soboli jam saepe noverca 

Dura tuae, inque dies aliis data praeda colonis. 

Te, dum spernit, arat novus accola: mox ubi cultam 

Diligit, iUiciti poenas luit exul amoris ; 

Aut sua colla jugo, demissis auribus, ultro 

Aptat^ inops animi, et jam non sua seminat arva* 

Sic, uno excusso, te comprimit alter adulter 

Nequior, et scortum infcelix post improba calcat 

Oscula; seu Scotus ille rapax, sen Saxo superbus^v 

Quis Deus hisce favet stupris ? tua deperit usque 

Stirps antiqua ; novis solum licet esse beatis : 

Inque vicem sese tarn dii*a exaniina pellunt 

Gertatim : tibi rara quies ; tibi perfidus idem 

Hostis et hospes inest. Qui dividit, imperat Anglus^ 

Immeritam in terris matrem te scilicet unam 

Temnerfe fas,et amare nefas ? Quis strenuus ausit 

Consuluisse tibi, et non immemor esse paraitis. 

Semper in exitium praeceps ruit. Xmminet Ang^s, 

Iratisque frui divis jubet ; utque tumescit 

Bile jecur, crudelis et implacabilis instat. 

Religio dat opem sceleri ; nee deficit atrox 

Inter, quos inyita paris, <^scordia fratres. 

Tantls 
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Tantis victa malis servit fortuna Medusse 
Angliae ; at horrifico&^angues quatit ista quotatmisy 
Ut libet esse truci ; sea rumpere fc^dera maUt, 
Seu feiift bella ciet civilia ; spargere pestes 
Vafra^ dies condit Isetos ; tibi turpis egestas, 
£t metus et dolus^ et malesuade peritia leguih 
Invigilant : at nee melior, neque fortior ilia, 
Ni divis^. roas : ni tu tibi saevior hostis. 
Nee satis est in vota tuae jurasse tyrannse, 
Et coluisse novos renuenti poplite ritus, 
Improba si miseram non rideat, atque catenis 
Crimina ficta tuis et dedecus insuper addat 
Historiis &IIax mordacibus : inde per orbem 
Justis victa diis^ simul immiserabili^ audis. 
Dum despecta jaces, Angli pueri atque puellae 
Illudent, impun^ rudem, stolidamque notantes, 
Etmagis insulsi, jocus es et fabula vulgi, 
Undique te lacerant spinas ; rapit Anglia flores 

Usque tuos: 

Frustr^ tibi lucet Apollo 

Gratus, et aetemo faverunt cannine Musae : 
Frustrk animos virtute tuos Mars impiger auxit : 
Cedit in Angligenas decus et laus transfuga fures. 
NimiVum quodcumque tui fecere nepotes 
Fortiter, aut sacris moniti scripsere camaMiis, 
Desinit esse tuum ! nee gens inimica caehinnis 
Parcit^ dum tibi raptat opes ; tua splendida mendax 
Induit et falsis ovat insignita trophaeis. 
Proh scelus ! Harpyae manibus dum plaudit utriaque, 
Te nudam atque inopem totus te sibilat orbis ! 
Nempe nee h gnatis aderit, <|[ui vindicet ultor 
Exuvias ? si nemo domi, nisi proditor> ausim 
Ferre, parens^ licet etul^ opem. Sanxisse nefatxdam^ 
Aut siluisse nefas ^udem. Manet unicUs heros. 

Ictua 
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Ictus amore tui miserse (cognomen Achillei 
Isj ifoims nauf, habet) nee tantis hpstibus impar^ 
Sortis et invidiae pergit tela aspera contra, 
£t quatit indomitam, mediis in millibus, hastam. 
Immemor ipse sui^ spretas memor u^ue parentis. 
Hie tibi fidus adest — Hoc uno excepto, alienos 
Quisque domi patitur manes ; estque omnis Hibernus 
Sp^ve, met^ve Anglus.'* 

The remains of the Irish (Reliquice Danaum 
atque immitis Achillei) labour under another vcky 
greatnnconvenience. They are far from partaking 
of the indulgence, or rather privilege allowed to all 
other people, by an exemption from any general 
charge on account of personal defects or villanies. 
If one Irishman, of any distinction, be found a 
blockhead, a knave, a traitor, or coward, there arises 
a certain mirth upon the discovery, among strangers 
of all kinds, especially the English ; as if they were 
glad to light upon an example in that nation, of 
what is a pretty general rule in most countries, at 
this time of day. But where they dare joke upon it, 
the single blot is imputed, with great gaiety, to that 
whole people. Thus all Ireland is made answerable 
for the faults of every onfe of her children; and 
every one of these bears the whole weight of his 
country upon his shoulders. This is the greatest of 
all compliments, if taken in a right light. It pre- 
supposes a certain infallibility annexed to the Irish 
alone, which makes the world enjoy any exception 
from it with so much pleasure* In this muxmlii 
attitude the Irishman must, in his own defioice, and 
that of his whole country, be braver, and more nice, 
in r^ard of his reputation, than it is necessary for 
any other man to be. All that he ^ets generally M^ 

his 



EPISTOLARY CORRESPONDENCE, JH 

his pains^ is the character of having behaved as might 
be expected from an Irishman : yet if there be any 
crime or mistake in his conduct, not only he, but 
his w^hole country, is sure to pay for it. This, iii 
strictness, regards only the Irishmen abroad ; tho^ 
at home may be Enghshmen, and join in the banteri 
when they please. 

All this is owing to the calumny dispersed, tinie 
out of mind, by the tongues and pens of the tW6 
neighbouring nations, in order to justify their own 
barbarous proceedings in regard of th^t unhappy 
people. But, not to misspend our time upon those 
wretched historians and geographers, who have con- 
tinued so long to mislead -the world in that respect, 
there has appeared, of late, a writer of iniportance, 
the malignity of whose aspersions upon the Irish, has 
spread itself, with an air, both at home and abroad. 
This is the famous lord Clarendon, whose long legend 
is translated into French. He was the man generally 
employed by king Charles the first, in that ruinous 
paper war he unfortunately waged with his parlia- 
mentarians, who never entered into negotiation with 
him, but with a view of imposing upon the people, 
and procuring a respite for themselves, when they 
were inferior in the field. In this fetal medley of 
war and; peace, both out of their proper season, the 
king was undone, as well as the church and mo- 
narchy,- by the mixture of fear and corruption that 
reigned in Clarendon, and his fellows of the privy 
council. They engird him to strip himself of his 
rights in favour of his rebels : and then took effectual 
care to alienate his mind from the most loyal sub- 
jects, especially the Irish, whom they represented 
as a parcel of inhuman, intractable, and senseless 
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brutes^ m order to deter him from accepting all 
ihey were worth in men and money, to support his 
sinking cause. These notable counsellors, after 
having done all the vile w6rk inspired to. them by 
their cowardice, or their hollow intrigues with par* 
liament, fled generally to it, and became its dupes 
at last. The king, robbed by their infusions of the 
assistance of his most gallant and loyal friends, both 
m England and Ireland, fbund himself obliged to fly 
to the Scots, who soon delivered him up to his mor* 
tal enemies. 

Clarendon followed the fate of the royal son^ and 
would not suffer him to transport himself into Ire* 
land, at the instance of that English hero, lord 
Digby, in order to vindicate his own cause, and that 
of his father; while he was yet alive. By his remo** 
val into France, that was then, and a long time be^ 
fcre, in a tacit confederacy with the parliament, the 
&ther lost his Ufe upon the scaffold : the loyalists, 
and especially the Irish^ were devoted to destruction 
$oon after, for having been willing to support the 
king, in spite of his council. They lost their hves, 
juid all th^ir lands at home, under the violence of a 
triumphant rebellion, when they had ho prince to 
countenance or unite them* Numbers followed the 
royal exile ; changed sides with him, as he was ob^ 
lig^d to change protection with the^ contending 
powers of France and Spain ; served him faithfully 
and assisted him in his distress. But the Clarendons 
of the council had contrived matters so well, that the 
father king could not maintain his rights, because 
. they would not let him trust his friends ; nor the son 
ever be restored^ but by the declared enemies md 
Assas^ns of his ^ther* 

At 
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At th« reitoration^ that oiight to have s^ed the 
fl^ldcHneIltals both of church and state, upon a basis 
ao more to be shaken by popular commotions^ the 
j<^ was so universal throughout, upon the meeting 
of the king and his people, that they unhappily 
passed their time in caiq>ing of courtesy and com- 
pliments with each other. The king would exact 
nothing from them with an air of resolution, out of 
pure modesty and grateful deference to his TCstorers. 
Though he was very hard put to it for the maint^n* 
ing of his own family, and in no manner of condi«» 
tion to reward his fellow sufferers, he was advised, 
forsooth, only to recommend to his people, with 
great humility, what he should have demanded with 
authority for the redress of his and their former 
wrongs, and the farther security both of the tem- 
poral and spiritual establishment. The people, on 
the other hand, were grown so weary of their past 
servitude, and so charmed to see their lawful prince 
among them, that they waited only for his com- 
mands, to show their prompt obedience, and looked 
upon all his. slight overtures^ as things he had very 
little at heart. 

In this giddy interval, the occasion of securing 
the rights both of church and state was lost : and 
the prime minister Clarendon, who was taken for 
the king*s second self, profited by the mutual ecr 
Stacy of king and people, to advance the ends of 
his own avari<:^ and ambition. While the prince, 
after so tedious an exile, gave himself up to the 
enjoyment of his present happiness, the subjects 
squared all the r^ulations of government, and the 
measures of justice, by the standard of Clarendon, 
whom they reckoac^ the &ithful echo of their 
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master^s mtentions. The plans of ecclesiastical and 
civil establishments were equally committed' to his 
care ; and he has left such a gangrene in both, as 
has since reached their very vitals. The church, it 
is true, was restored to her livings ; brit her pales 
were so ill fenced, that an inundation of all those 
sectaries, whp had so lately borne her down to the 
ground, has forced its way into her very sanctuary ; 
and while they graciously suffer her name to subsist, 
appropriate to themselves all her riches and au- 
thority. Clarendon, in that happy conjuncture, 
might have gone the lengths of Laud and Strafford 
with success. But their undaunted zeal never could 
inhabit such a heart 'at his. They had, rendered 
her one of the most firm and amiable societies in the 
universe, free from ' tyranny , inaccessible to heresy: 
whereas, in her present state, she is become the 
helpless victim of Clarendon's politics^ and neither 
durst stand by her principles nor assert her doctrine, 
while all her hierarchy is in heterodox hands. What- 
ever the appearances may be, she has, in fact, 
changed places with her adversary. Presbytery is 
become episcopal ; and she is reduced, in regard of 
her authority and livings, to be only presbyterian ; 
in short, she has taken a huge dose of laudanum ; 
and is in no danger, though she have no pulse, be^ 
cause she has been forced- to sleep extremely sound. 
All this has befellefi the church, as a necessary 
consequence of Clarendon's horrible prevarications 
land injustices with respect to the state. In all 
national churches, loyalty and religion are linked 
in a very close union, arid tend naturally to the 
aupport of each other. Where «the one is wounded 
in any essential part, the etil is takings - and the 
« other 
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other suffers of course. Clarendon opened the ad- 
ministration pf king Charles the second, with the 
most unexampled and impohtic scene, in regard of - 
monarchy, that ever appeared in the world. The 
church and monarchy had been just rescued from 
the claws of a horrid rebellion. Those loyalists, 
whom neither the corruption of the former privy 
council, nor the terrors of the parliament, had 
withdrawn from their zeal for the royal cause, had 
been long groaning under cruel oppression or mi- 
serable exile. They had now reason to flattar 
themselves, not only with the repossession of their 
lands, but the reward of their sufferings and ser- 
vices. But though thousands of loyal families had 
been undone by the rebellion. Clarendon, by im- 
posing on his master's indolence and facility, or- 
dered matters so, that he was the only considerable 
gainer by the restoration, and made his fortune by 
perpetuating the distress and unaccountable hard 
fate of the cavaliers, after the return of their prince. 
Those men of quality alone, who had the king's 
immediate favour, or cunning enough to deal with 
the chancellor in his own way, were reinstated in ' 
their lands. The rest, and the far greater number^ 
were left to the wide World, or the permission of 
sharping by a lottery, which unworthy resource 
was soon taken from them. The rebels and their« 
issue, the spawn ^f &naticism and rebellion, were 
continued in their ill-gotten possessions ; and con- 
sequently, as th^ had art enough to dissemble 
their old religion and prin^ples, were gaily admitted 
into the best preferments both in church and state^ 
and lent a helping hand to all their brethren in 
iniquity, under the teme mask. The abandonied 

' cavaliers. 
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cavaliers^ and their disinherited offsprings must even 
make the best of a bad world ; and since they were 
undone by loyalty, endeavour to repair their broken 
fortunes by faction, and lie in wait for an oppor- 
tunity to be revenged of the royal family- This 
could not be long missing in a government, the 
majority of whose supporters were divided against it 
by their rotten and antimonarchical principles ; and 
therefore it is observable, that the most strenuous 
opposers of the royal cause since the restoration, 
were, and still are^ the descendants of those families 
that had behaved with the staunchest loyalty in the 
days of king Charles the first. 

Thus the proceedings of Clarendon, upon the 
restoration, only laid in seed for a larger crop of 
rebellion. How could the church and monarchy 
thrive, by fostering their covert foes in their very 
bosom^ and obliging their only friends to become 
their invetefate enemies? No loyalty in the uni- 
vferse, but the Irish alone, could be proof against 
such usage. No church in Christendom, not even 
the catholic, could stand firm and united, if sec- 
taries of all the present denominations were ad- 
mitted, upon the merit of one ceremony, or rather 
chosen to make up her hierarchy. And thus Cla- 
rendon, by his unjust and interested politics, has 
lieen- the real father of whi^ism, the second edi- 
tion corrected and amended of the Roundheads, 
that has found the way to make an indisputable 
property of Ireland, and to turn the natural frame 
of the church and state of England hor€ de p&ge, 
by the address of stepping into their places. * 

This may seem hard upon the memoiy of that 
^ntleman ; but^ after the most impartial reflecti<mt 

it 
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it wil^ be found undoubted truth. The gallant lord 
Digby opened the charge against him' in parliament^ 
the third year of his maleadndinistration^ to no pur- 
pose. His ascendant was still too prevalent 6ver 
the king and the £nglish nation. Most of the 
rebellious members^ who owed their all to him^ 
were yet alive; and the universities had not yet 
had time to form the youth to the ancient princi- 
ples of honour and integrity. AJt length the veil 
was drawn off, and the eyes of the whole nation 
opened upon the iniquity of Clarendon, during the 
most loyal and wise session of parliament that per- 
haps ever was seen in England. But it was too 
late. ..Foundations could not be removed then^ 
without threatening the whole building once again. 
The only redress that could be found for such a 
heap of crying injustices, that are, and ever must 
be, in force, was the head of Clarendon, that con- 
trived and established them — an admirable state- 
mender, who had found no other expedient for the 
support of the mona/ chy, but that of putting loyalty 
to death ! 

He fled his country and his master, after he had 
donie them all the mischief he could, because he 
durst not stand his trial. He vanished, and left A 
horrible stench behind him to this day. The few 
£riends he had, upon his impeachment, could find 
no defence for him against the vile treachery of 
having kept correspondence with his master s ene- 
mies during his exile, and made a Tisit, incognito, 
to Cromwell, i^pon his return from his embassy in 
Spain. He had no pretence to secure him froni 
the vengeance due to his former cnmes, but, tha| 
^mpl^ aot of oblivion he had penned InmiSelf u|K>n 
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the restoration, and had made so vastly comprehen- 
sive, in' order to find room in it for his own iniquity. 
But that mare magnum could not save him from 
the prodigious charge of having sold, not settled, 
the whole kingdom of Ireland afterward. His 
flight alone could rescue him from the wrath of 
the whole English nation against him, for his hav- 
ing doomed so many thousands of innocent, or 
rather of meriting people, to the utmost extre- 
mities of shame, cold and hunger, to serve the pur- 
poses of his ©wn corruption, and make rebellion as 
lasting as the world. 

Not all the mutual cruelty of the civil war, not 
^he massacre acted in Ireland, first under the con- 
nivance of the roundhead justices at Clontarf, Bid- 
lock, &c. ; next by the Scots in the island of 
Maggee, near Carrickfergus, and then by sir Phe- 
lim O'Neil's brutal revenge in a part of the North, 
"which was retaliated more than tenfold by Coote, 
Ireton, and Cromwell, over that whole kingdom, 
can equal the list of those loyal Irish fitmilies which 
have been rased out of the world in miserable in- 
famy by the pen of Clarendon ! The rump-parlia- 
ment, and all its emissaries, were but transient 
plagues, that rioted for a while over the church, 
the state, and the royal family of England. The 
hand of God soon overtook them. They died, and 
all their iniquities and abominations had died with 
them, had not the church, the state, and the royal 
family, found their bane perpetuated to immortality, 
bv the single corruption of Mr. Hyde, the chancellor 
of the exchequer and the lord high chancellor of 
England. 

* During hi$ voluntary exile, ClarendoB^ to justify 

himself, 
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faim«elf,» and his amphibious companions of the 
former privy council, digested at Rouen that long 
and eloquent satire he had composed, for the most 
part, in the isle of Jersey, upon the king's father 
and all his friends, but especially the Irisli ; because 
they never can forgive who do the wrong. He has 
taken a vast deal of pains to blanch rebellion in all 
Its promoters, and cast invidious colours upon the 
most eminent loyalists. He can scarce find a man 
of tliorough worth and sense in the royal party in 
England, except^Mr- Hyde, the chancellor of the 
eiix^hequer, and the lord Falkland. No Irishman 
has the honour of his approbation, but Daniel 
P'Neil and colonel Wogan. However, though he 
allows the former more sense th^n came to the 
share of all his countrymen togetlier, he vitiates 
that sense with a mixture of too much cunning, 
whereby he mounted to the sublime post of groom 
of tjie bedcliamber, which, in his opinion, ought 
to be maccessible to an Irishman. As f6r colonel 
Wogan, he is so much in love with him,, that he 
sinks the mention of his country ; and though he 
executed his purpose with wonderful courage and 
dexterity, he looks upon him as a little out of his 
senses, because he was extremely loyal and brave»! 
He omits, however, giving him the honour of hav- 
ing saved the king^s life at the battle, or rather flighty 
of Worcester, by the despite stand he made at 
the head of 300 horse against CromweiFs whole* 
army, in the suburbs of that town, till the king. 
|uid colonel Careless were out of sight. How could 
the &ther king be maintained on his throne, or tibe 
son be restored to it by his friends, since, :in.tlie« 
language of their dastard or irrupt caunsellMSi: ikH| 
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that was brave, was mad ; and all that was tharMgtity 
loyui and firm, savoured of popery? Bat as an 
instance of the unfair dealing of the English histo- 
rians, the gloiy of the escape at Worcester has 
always been ascribed to their countryman Careless t 
as if it were more honourable to fly with the kingt 
than to stop those that are in full chace afl:er hipi. 
The rest of the Irish, according to Clarendon, were 
a horrid compound of stupidity and barbarism, ex^* 
cept the mai*quisses of Ormond and Clanricard; 
who were still more cunnixig thib Daniel CHNeil, 
and not half so mad as Wogan. Yet if the privy 
council of king Charles the first had been as wise, 
or as honest, as the supreme council of Kilkenny, 
he had never been engaged to divest himself of his 
own will and prerogative, till he was forced to main- 
tain his cause with the wretched remains: he had 
never been sold by one people, or beheaded by 
another, who bad nothing but treason m their 
hearts and cant in their religion. 

But, on the other hand, Clarendon so kindly 
rMommends the persons, and mixes such shining 
colours in the talents and characters of tlie most 
notorious traitors, that one can hardly find in his 
betrt to detest '•Ahem for their villanies. The vir- 
tues of the bravest cavaliers are tarnished; and 
the vices of the blackest republicans brightened^ 
up in 1h9 hands. Milton engages our fancies, 
perhaps, too far in favour of thq devils, by the 
lively and beautiful imaged he often mixes with 
their characters : but if he had dealt with the 
an^ls, as Clarendon has with the cavaliers, the 
deviis had undoubtedly been the heroes of his 
fmuL 'In thert> be has. left a legend to all poste-- 

rity, 
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tity, the best lesdon that has ever yet been given to 
wicked subjects^ and the most encouraging^ to de-> 
throne or destroy their kings. 

If justice had been done to that voluminous trea^* 
tise^ it should have had the same £ite with the peti- 
tion he left behind him in London^ addressed to the 
house of lords, by way of justification, which was 
unanimously voted^ by both houses, a malicious 
and seandalous paper, and a reproach to the jus- 
tice of the nation. 

But that posthumous work came out in excellent 
season for him* The church was wonderfully pre- 
vented for him, which made her overlook the mortal 
wound he has given her through the side of the 
state. The state was possessed by his grandchild. 
The witnesses against his falsehoods and calumnies 
were no more in being. That England, which had 
him in the greatest detestation in 1667, and for 
many years after, subsisted no longer. The lists, 
both ecclesiastical and civil, were thronged either 
with the unwary admirers of his style, or with 
those that owed their fortunes to his motley estab- 
lishments. His perpetual running down of the 
Irish, was no small help toward gainmg him a 
general benevolence among the English and Scots, 
whose rank treasons he had taken so much pains 
to soften, or to spare. His books had frontlets of 
Scripture to recommend and sanctify all their 
venom. This is but the second part of the Spanish 
hypocrisy in America, while they murdered whole 
nations in cold blood, with their beads in their 
hands. 

How could any better dealii^ be expected from 
a man who had resolved 'to make his fortune at 

voi. XII, Y ^xcj 
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toy rate, nay at the expense of his trust, hbnduf/ 
and loyalty when abroad ; as most of his compa- 
nions in the former privy council had done before 
him, to keep their estates at home ? He had none 
to lose that could be as beneficial to him as his 
attendance on his exiled master. However, in 
order to bid fair for one, it is notorious, that in the 
year 1657, when he found his master s affairs despe* 
rate, he made his peace and terms with Cromwell, 
by the mediation of Mr. secretary Thurloe, whom he 
was afraid, on account of that confidence, not to 
protect after the restoration ; and then, since he 
could not sell his master during hi$ exile, he made 
himself more than amends after his return. He 
first sold one of his kingdoms, with all its loyal 
subjects (who had ruined themselves by their en- 
deavours to serve and assist him, both in and out of 
their country), to his known enemies : he then, by 
his base and faithless moderation, sold the church 
and state of England to their false friends : and, 
lastly, did worse, by the rotten foundations he laid, 
than Cromwell and all his accomplices could ever 
have compassed, since he sold the royal family of 
England to distress and exile for all eternity. 

As I am under voluntary articles neither to co]ri- 
eeal nor disguise any of my thoughts from Mentor, 
my spirit has been tempted to wander into this long 
dissertation, in order to gWe itself some ease, "while 
it had the satisfaction of owning itself entirely to 
.him^ I am willing to flatted myself it has some 
^sympathy with his, which I should be extiremely 
sorry to shock, or even disoblige, by this frank cen^ 
fejssibn of my sentiments. If I have inclined his 
displeasure, by any freedom of fipeech thM may be 

* ^cAbnsive, 
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5, or any notions that may be o^pughant to 
hisi, I submit to his censure^ and am willing to stand 
corrected. I do not pretend either to instruct, his 
better genius^ or to force my thoughts upon him* 
I am a fond admirer of that worth and generosity 
which has put a stop to his rising in the world. I 
have no personal enmity to any man living, nor 
any interest in view, that can interfere in the least 
With Mentor's. 

It is true, I reckon Clarendon a more pernicious 
subject, and a worse man, than the brave and 
wicked Cromwell. I take him to be the author of 
most irreparable mischiefs to the church, the state, 
and more especially to the people of England, whom 
his design to maintain in a perpetual superiority 
over their prince, has devoted to perpetual slavery. 
He, for his own ends (as he fairly declared to the 
earl of Southampton), as well as in compliment to 
them, hindered the first parliament after the re- 
storation to settle a constant and indefeasible re^ 
venue upon the crown \ whereby it had been 
skreened from fections, and the government from 
revolution, which must necessarily happen, where 
the prince must depend on the people for his yearly 
subsistence, and the maintenance of his own state 
and fitmily. This was by no means the circum- 
stance of the kings of England, till James the first 
lisMi squandered away all the royal demesnes upon 
his hungry and insatiable countrymen ; ^nd so madd 
his son a sacrifice, by forcing him to become a bult* 
beggar. 

All the constitutions of our western world began 
}>y Umited monarchies^ after the fall of the Roman, 
tmpine, as most adapted to the ^spirit and grains <A 

Y a ^x«. 
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our gothic ancestors* These limitations r^arded 
the measures of peace^ the mekns of war, and the 
regular administration of justice, but not the daily 
bread of the sovereigns, who had lands and imme* 
diate vassalages of their own, for the support of 
their estate and dignity. Our Norman monarchs 
were the only arbitrary ones in Europe, except 
those of Castile, who were complimented with 
absolute sway by the people, to enable th^n, with* 
out any delay or consultation, to issue their orders, 
and repress the sudden invasions of the Moors, 
whose neighbourhood was a perpetual alamir 

However, as the common people of England 
were generally villans or slaves to their lords, these- 
lords became, by the importance of their vassalages^ 
. an hereditary council of state, upon extraordinary 
occasions, when it was thought convenient to gain 
their assistance, by the compliment of asking their 
, advice, or their concurrence in taxing their vassals 
for the public good. The weak princes of the 
Plantagenet family (which has produced the greatest 
in Europe) were strangely given over to favourites 
and minions ; as weak princes generally are, because 
they have not their glory and real power so much 
at heart as their private satisfaction. The barons, 
as counsellors by their birth and fortune, were so 
disgusted at this humour, and at subsidies ajad other 
vexations that had their rise in the king's closet, 
and not in his council,^ that they made frequent 
confederacies of rebellioi>, on pretence of griev- 
ances ; and as they were supported by the people, 
obtained great concessions in their favour from the 
crown. The kings found no way of supporting 
themselves against the barons, but by diaeugagiof 

the 
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the people from them. This they effected by ad- 
xnitting them who had no manner of pretence to 
it^before,^ to appear by their representatives in the 
great council of the nation^ which obtained the 
name of parliament^ whenever they had any occa* 
4Bion for subsidies against the barons^ or the foreign 
enemies of the state. The people, in return of 
their liberalities, obtained frequent enlargements of 
their privileges. But the Plantagenets and Tudon 
had still an ample share of their absolute dominion 
left, and were greatly superior both to the people 
and the barons. They had it always in their power 
to divide and rule, because they had wherewithal, 
fey their own demesnes, to maintain their state 
independent of them, except where the right of 
the crown was in dispute. They called parlia- 
ments when they listed, and dissolved them as 
freely; or browbeat them, when they had spirit, 
into what they pleased. Whether it r^arded peace 
or war, church or state, their will, in effect, was a 
law; and they had no need either of tricks or 
double dealings, or of upstart prime ministers. 
These they made use of to execute their orders, 
not to gain their -points. 

But, after king James the first had lavished the 
ample demesnes left him by queen Elizabeth, the 
case Was quite altered. His successor could neither 
maintain his authority over the people, nor in his 
own house, for want of means to support his dig- 
nity. He was reduced to a wretched dependency 
on his vassals, who never fail of becoming insolent 
where they know they are masters. As fast as he 
called them together, they began with complaints, 
though they never had less cause for them. He 



i',$9S EPISTOMlHY COR&ESFONJ>|iX<Cl% 

wanted subsidies, in fact, for the n^aintenanoe d hit 
household, but made use of other pretences, after 
the example of his ancestors, who were under no 
such extremities at home. They immediately calM 
for the previous redress of supposed grievances, and 
so he dissolved, and redissolved them, which was 
almost the only branch of power he had left hinu 
Under these hardships he could hold out no longer ; 

. and, without debasing his majesty, could find no 
other resource for subsisting in independency, but 
that of reviving some rights and claims of his de- 
spotic ancestors, which were grown into disuse, 
because they had no need of them. All this came 
very short of his necessary expenses, and increased 
the ill humour of^ the people ; who were grovidng 
extremely rich and luxuriant, on account of giving 
him nothing but extorted trifles. At length his 
wants obliged him to lay himself at the mercy of 
a saucy* and inexorable house of commonsi upon 
which he, his ministers, and his barons split at last 
Surely no prince ever found himself in so forlorn 
and deplorable a situation as his, from the first 
sitting of that parliament upon his jjiajesty, till 
die last sitting upon his life. 

He had been long borrowing from all the ivorld, 
upon the credit of dead authority, in order to give 

' bread to a household he could not pay. All his 
servants, from tiiic secretaries of state down to the 
scullions of his kitchen, were in an interest contrary 
to that of his dignity^ and could never hope either 

. for their arrears or their current wages, but by his 
being well with a parliament that never intended 
to be well with him. His honour was concerned in 
mipporting his rights ; his necessity and conscience 
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• in making away with them by degrees, in hopes 
that his parliament might at length be engaged, 
by bis condescensions, to allpw him wherewithal 
to pay his d^bts and defray his daily expenses. 
, AH those that served him, either in hife comicil, or 
his house, or his parliament, bad a personal interest 
in making him take this party, except those very 
few that were sacrificed for voting generously, and 
-at their own cost, on the side of his honour. All 
the rest were bribed against; his royal dignity, by 
their wants and their fears ; and not onlv left him 
tp be worried unmercifully by two nations, under 
the insolent pretences of loyalty and religion ; but 
obliged him to waste part of his force, and all his 
indignation against a third, the only one that had 
jreal loyalty and religion enough t<J restore him. 

The mettle and superior genius of Cromwell sub^ 
dued faction and rebellion, by the very power they 
had put into their hands against' the lawful sove- 
reign. He supported his state and terrified all 
Europe, as well as the three nations, by the gntn- 
deur of his courage, and the spirit of his army; 
vvhich he made, in effect, his parliament. They 
paid themselves, and laughed at the constitution^ 
Upon the return of king Charles the second, the 
English nation, grown wise by a very dear bought 
experience, had resolved, at their first meeting in 
parliament, to set the royal family in its ancient 
state of independency upon the people, except 
upon extraordinary occasions, by settling a per- 
petual revenue on the crown, and thereby securing 
it from the unavoidable danger and insolence of 
Action. Clarendon, as perfidious to his country 
as to his sovereign, has hindered this excellent pur- 
pose 
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pose from taking effect^ by his vile and interested 
infusions^ and made himself a merit with the Eng- 
lish nation, of what has left it a prey ever since to 
unavoidable discontents and convulsions. By this 
means, and the abrogation of the ancient tenures, 
the crown was abandoned to a more wretched ne- 
cessity of begging annually, and condescending than 
before ; and robbed of its old influence and autho- 
rity over the people. Thus the kings of England 
were left in a worse state than the ancient kiqgs of 
Sparta. Their cellars, their kitchens, and th^ 
wages of their footmen and grooms, depended 
upon the good graces of the house of commons : 
their inherent rights of making war and peace and 
alliances, or issuing quo warrantors, &c. were but 
mere feathers, the sport of every wind that blew 
from the ephori of the people. 

In this manner king Charles the second, though 
the idol of England, was forced, by the malign 
ascendant of Qarendon, to become her wretched 
pensioner. King only (and a very limited kiijg) of 
Scotland, and tyrant of Ireland, to no manner of 
purpose for himself, but to the exceeding joy of his 
own and his father s enemies ; he led a life of con- 
tinual struggle and uneasiness, from which he had 
no relief, but in turning rake, and drowning his 
royal spleen in all the common pleasures he could 
afibrd himself. To ward against those faction^ that 
arose naturally out of th^ triumph of the good old 
cause, and aimed at nothing less than his life and 
dignity, he found himself obliged to become a cap- 
tain Tom too, to mix his majesty with the mob, 
and turn caballist and factioneer, as well, and as 
Jcnavishly, as the best of them. He must call 

Ijarliameuts 
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parti^iinents as oft as his wants called upon tiim, 
jiot to advise him (according to their original insti- 
tution) but merely to keep him from starving. At 
length he grew weary of acting a part so far beneath 
him : he plucked up his spirit, by calling to mind 
the power of his ancestors, cast his enemies into a 
panic Ifear, put presbytery to death, and died soon 
-after he had made himself^ in effect, king of Eng- 
land. 

His successor, who had not the force of his geni- 
us, and had more religion than either he or Claren- 
don would have thought necessary, was soon out- 
witted and outdone by faction. He had been used 
to closetting, favourites, and intrigues, during his 
former life, in order to secure his rights against the 
inconvenience of that religion : and after he had 
mounted the throne with great acclamation, he mis- 
placed his confidence upon those that grew too hard 
for him at his own weapons. As he had made him- 
self pretty easy in his domestic circumstances, by 
making up a little demesne of forfeited estates, he 
was not SQ entirely at the devotion of his parliament 
as his predecessors had been ; and so began to reas- 
«ume the old prerogatives of the crown, without a 
sufficient fund of money, or friends, or art, to make 
them pass upon a pepple that had so long looked 
upon themselves as masters, with a great deal of 
reason. He did not sink under the mutual villainy 
of privy council and parliament, like his father ; 
his favourites in the privy council alone were more 
than enough for him. Deserted by two kingdoms, 
and attacked by a foreign power ; since he was too 
good natured to allow any foreign power to support 
him, he had nothing left but the common people of 
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Ireland^ and those remnants of catholic nobility nod 
gentry there, who had wrested their estates, bjr 
favour or interest at court, out of the intiicacies of 
Clarendon's act of settlement: for the infinitely 
greater number of Irish proprietors, though restored 
to their lands by the act of repeal, had been bred 
in so much distress and ignorance, that they could 
scarce be of any use to him. And so he was.obliged 
to abandon that kingdom to its evil destiny ;> as the 
other two had abandoned him. 

Now Clarendon s politics began to have their fiili 
effect. His posterity was seated on the throne. 
The republican tares had been sowni so thick. in the 
church and state of England, that they choked and 
overtopped the genuine grain. King Jamek the se- 
cond had given a liberty of conscience in general. 
This, as it was shocking to the establishecj church, 
was exchanged, by the prevalei^ce ' of calvinistical 
and freethinking interlopers, for the soft^ title of 
toleration, which "has been improved, by a very easy 
turn of legerdemain, into actual dominion. A 
great cry was kept up on all sides, about the dangers 
that threatened the church. The unthinking tones, 
or church of England men, joined in it along witl\ 
the whigs, with a view of keeping out popery. 
The whigs heightened it at every turp, not to keep 
Qut popery, which tliey made use of as a bugbear, 
but to oblige the church to suppress her true doctrine 
and discipline, and let in presbytery* llie tories 
were all along the dupes of this farce, and king 
William, with all his penetration, could not see 
through the whole plot, or did not go all the lengths 
he should to favour the whigs, and thereby secure 
bis own independency on th^ P^P^^r He had a. 

very 
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rery uneasy tinw; of it, while he laboured in vain to 
Vfdx parties that never can incorporate. The whig 
will never become tory : the tory, generally speal;* 
ii^, n not so stubborn. It is true, he never will 
exynose his life or his fortune, by rising to the sub- 
lime pitch of a cavalier, which renders any govem- 
fnent secure against him. He may drink, and 
prate, and prot^t^ to get a name among the vulgar; 
twit Clarendon*s usage of the loyalists after the re- 
storation is a sufficient warning to him to keep hit 
own house, and live within the verge of the laws in 
being. However, as he will not play/ the fool for 
f!hurch or state, he is extremely wise in regard of 
himself. Lo;^alty and religion hang loose enough 
Hbout him, and he can turn whig without much, 
difficulty, where he can find a considerable advan^ 
tage in it. Aud thus king William, by endeavour- 
ing to jumble both parties together, became agree* 
zble to neither ; and had* shared the same fate with 
his predecessor, if the war which England necessa- 
rily drew upon itself, and the absolute dominion he 
had over the Seven Provinces, had not kept him on 
the throne. For since the government of England 
has been reduced to a democracy by Clarendon, 
the whigs must reign alone, or it must be in per- 
petual convulsions. 

That prince had not found out this grand arca- 
iium, which has since been discovered, and put in 
practice with infallible success; and has rendered 
his successors, under an air of limitation, as abso- 
lute in fact as any of our ancient monarchs, or of 
the present kings of Christendom. It is true, the 
tories had a lucid interval in the last years of queen 
Anne ; but it could not last, because they never can 
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have spirit enough to play all their game, and fix 
their fortune. The whigs, that will ever despise 
them as a rope of sand^ have still art and mettle 
enough, though they be at the lowest ebb, to 
frighten, or make them fell together by the etrs, 
and thereby make a jest of all their projects. 
While the crown has no demesnes, nor any settled, 
revenue, the tories can never do its business with 
unanimity and success. The whigs, whose birth- 
right is to make the ^ople uneasy and mutinous, 
can never miss of breaking, or at least thwarting, 
their measures, under colour of their concern for 
the grievances and un supportable taxes laid on the 
publick. But let the prince put himself wholly un- 
der their protection, he is perfectly safe, in regard 
of the tories ; and the whigs will easily find the me- 
thod of paying him, and themselves into the bar- 
gain, at the expense of the people, and with the 
most careless contempt of their adversaries, A 
prime minister, under the inoflfensive title of trea- 
surer, or secretary ; a privy council, under the title 
of parliament, the majority of which is gained over 
by his art or his largesses, and who, in return, 
secure the nation, with all its wealth, will, and 
power, in the most implicit obedience to him, and 
consequently to his master ; does all the business of 
the crown to a wonder, and reduces the people, by 
their own consent, to as much slavery as is conve* 
nient for all the purposes of the prince. 

Thus, in regard of the government, Clarendon^s 
politics are entirely overset. He has ruined one 
royal family by leaving it at the mercy of the peo- 
ple; he has ruined the rights of the people, by 
Jeaving them at the mercy of another, that has been 

too 
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too cunning for him, and found the knack of keep- 
ing them, whom he proposed to leave masters tor 
ever, under perpetual and unlimited subjection, by 
-the help and corruption of their representatives, 
notwithstanding the addition of new and more irksome 
limitations of the crown. He had destroyed the 
cavaliers at the restoration ; and has given the coup 
de grace to the tories at the revolution, which was 
a child of his own begetting upon the body of the 
former iniquity. 

The world has never seen a frame of government 
80 nicely fitted for all the purposes of the sovereign, 
as the present constitution of England. The king 
has not a foot of land ; yet all Britain is his pro- 
perty in fact : he is under the most unbecoming re- 
strictions in the eyes of the people; however, he 
can be as despotic, when he thinks it necessary, as 
William the Conqueror ; provided he save appear- 
ances, by letting old forms subsist in the administra- 
tion, he can turn them to what use he thinks pro- 
per, and has no need of very great dexterity in the 
^ management. The people flatter themselves with a 
notion of being free, because they have an air of be- 
ing represented, and yet it is that very representation 
makes them slaves. They have no real liberty left, 
but that of the press ; which would soon grow con- 
temptible in their own eyes, if the minister (against 
whom it is generally directed) had sense enough to 
despise it. The barons have no shadow of their old 
authority, only in the vain formahty of entering 
their protests, hy half dozens, against the votes of 
a vast and a sure majority, that speaks the sense of 
the itimister, while it pretends to speak that of the 
nation. All thiB is a riddle^ — ^yet every cobler in 
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England can unfold it^ to no manner of purpose ht 
himself, or his country. The charm is irresistible; 
all the subjects are caught in the snare that Claren- 
don had laid for the sovereign. 

In the mean time, the prince, vested by this mar 
gick in as much real state and power as the most arbi-* 
trary monai^ch in Europe, has other advantages 
which none of them can share with him. The in- 
terposition of his parliament screens him from all 
censure, as well as danger or want. Though he be 
an errant knave in his dealings with his people, or 
a notorious trickster, and breaker of public faith^i 
in regard of his foreign alliances, he is ever absolved 
by the unthinking world, and the blame thrown 
entirely on his parliament ; which he is still sup- 
posed, upon the credit of a received tradition, not 
to be able to govern or lead into all his honest pur* 
poses, though it be, in reality, the best trained, and 
most easily managed, of any beast of burden in the 
universe. So that as things now stand. Clarendon's 
antimonarchical scheme is like to continue for ever 
the surest support of tyrrany. The whigs must be 
the majority in parliament. They alone can be 
bribed to sell and subdue the people ; and a king of 
Great Britain must be a downright fool, or a mad* 
man, not to be on a surer foot of reputation, a$ 
well as power, than any other sovereign upon eart}u 
He may be at the head of diffei^ent alliances at the 
same time, as well as of difiereilt churches ; and 
has a more undisputed right to personal infallibility 
than the pope. The other monarchies of Europfi^ 
originally hmited, have become absolute by^ thi^ 
policy of keeping thdir ancient dbihesnes^ and ad4* 
log those of the rebellious barons to jEhem from tioie 
V-.:. to 
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to' time: that of England^ by having no demesnes 
at alL 

In this happy circumstance, a king of England, 
while he is in perfect security at home, can k^ep 
his foreign enemies in awe, by the terror of his 
fleets at sea, and confederacies on the continent ; or 
by sowing corruption in councils and cabinets 
abroad, which are now as accessible to it, as his 
parliament. If intrigue should fail, the whigs, by 
whom he reigns, will always find him money enough 
to do the business. In the mean time, he can 
stand in no manner of apprehension with respect to 
any part of his subjects, except a distant one, in 
regard of those established by Clarendon, to wit, 
the Irish whigs. These have had earnest longings 
after independency both upon the church and state of 
England, ever since their establishment in Ireland. 
The division of the vulgar of that country from them, 
in point of religion, and the long peace of the neigh- 
bouring powers with England, liave rende^d all 
their views impracticable hitherto. England is mad 
enough to encourage persecution in that country ; 
and if they can, by executing the penal laws in all 
their rigour, force the people at length to be of a 
piece with them, they may not be long to seek 
for a proper occasion to withdraw themselves from 
the dominion of England, as the Portuguese did 
some time ago, from that of Spain, though upon 
the same continent. In that case, as they were 
foi^nded upon presbytery ahd fanaticism, the eccle- 
siastical livings will be HO siliall accession of power 
ismd encouragement for them to return to the religi- 
on of their ftithers. Thfeir honour will be concerned 
itt having » church '6f their own ; aiftl there i»no^ 
f hiiigM taisy^ as^Mi^iflric^Cftiiehundced sfii goodLia^Nf 
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of those now in being, within the comprehei^ive 
system of Clarendon. 

Who can think it strange, after all, that Claren- 
don should reckon the Irish a blind and stupid peo- 
ple, since they could not discover the broad way to 
their temporal and eternal happiness, as well as he 
and all his pupils of the present latitude ? But, in 
the name of wonder, since they could have made 
the way to Heaven, notwithstanding the needless 
burden of their articles of faith, why should they be 
destroyed in this world merely upon account of 
them ? After having suffered so much for their rebel- 
lion against Cromwell, why should they be made 
martyrs to their loyalty, when their king was actually 
on the throne ? a man must be stupid indeed, not to 
see through all this mechanism of sacrificing people 
to God and to the devil at once. But, thanks to their 
stars ! their friend Clarendon is still alive : his spirit 
of persecution will open their eyes at last, and bring 
theija to then* senses. Whenever they can get clear 
of the devil, in his way, by having little or no religion 
at all, they will soon become as wise as their neigh- 
bours; and by agreeing among themselves, get 
. clear of England and her church too into the 
bargain. 

Dear Mentor, excuse me for having finished^ a9 
folks do generally in ^eir drink, with a dispute 
about religion; I love religion, with all my soul^ 
where it is sincere ; but abhor, above all- things, the 
pretence or abuse of it, to advance any purpose but 
those that regard the other world. As I have a spul 
(I hope) to be saved, I have studied all the present 
religions with c^^ : and if my creed did not deta:* 
mine me to be a catholic, I freely own I should be 
tDOttUecf with noiA oi tben^ \|Mmk of all the vile 
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and cruel rogueries I hav^ seen them misapplieSd to^ 
Most of them^ for want of authority, are lost in free* 
thinking ; others^, by arrogating too much authority, 
vanish into superstition. These two kinds, abandoned 
to such extremities, have infinitely hw^re business 
upon earth> then ever they are like to have in Hea- 
ven. The catholic may be fi-ee fixim either, if he 
pleases : if he fall into either, he must be knave or 
fool. The same may be said of a national churchj 
guarded by the civil, and fenced by her own eccle- 
siastical authority. * She may be very catholic, with* 
out being enslaved to the decretals and extravagan- 
cies of popery r or overlaid by the heavier weight of 
presb3rtery ; or made the jest and handmaid of free- 
thinking ! It is a general remark, that two of a trade 
cannot agree. The most sanguine Jesuits, though 
they are forced to keep some measures, are horribly 
cried out at by those who pretend to the strictest kind 
of reformation : )ret these, whenever they get the tem- 
poral power into their hands, outdo them infinitely 
in all their arts of double dealing and tyranny. But 
all our jars are a noise about nothing — Clarendon, a 
man of much more religion and sense than either the 
apostles, fathers, or councils, has discovered, of late, 
that heresy is only a dream ; since, according to him, 
catholic and christian are one and the same thing in 
fiict. So let us bum our bool^ and our schools, for 
there is an end of controversy. However, let us keep 
rancour and persecution on foot, with all the zeal of 
our fethers. There has been, and there is still, 
something to be got by it. 

I own I am a little mad ; so Mentor must take 
nothing ill that I say to him. My patience is ex- 
hausted, and I have done all I could to tire his. He 

VO£.XII. Z XCL>&SX 
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must blame his own good nature^ that has given me 
room to vent my spleen. As I have no friend here 
of genius or freedom of thought enough to compre* 
hend these notions, thejr had rotted in my breast, 
and thrown me, perhaps, into some dangerous indis- 
position, if I had not come out with them* I am 
now settingout upon an expedition against the Moors, 
since the modern christians are too hard for me; 
and whatever may be my fate, it is an exceeding 
comfort to me to have thus discharged my conscience 
in regard of these, before I enter the Ii8t3 against 
their brethren the mahometans. 

As for the blank verses which I re^mm^ded so 
earnestly to the care of Mentor, I now abandon them 
to his discretion. If he thinks them wqtth his cor- 
rection, he will give them to the public as he pro- 
poses^ without the name of an author, and witb his 
own, after the epistle to recommend them^ It will 
do me a great deal of honour, and I will take care it 
shall do him no manner of mischief* If he neglect 
publishing them, I shall have the mortification of be- 
lieving the present I took the liberty to make him 
not worth his while, or that my present liber^ of 
speech is offensive to him. This must not be. We 
are all brethren in fact; and no man should be 
angry at another, for using him with all the i^tlmaqr 
of a friend, and opening his whole heart to him 
without malice or disguise. I beg pardon of Mentor, 
and of all those great names he mentions^ for my 
censures upon rhyme and raillery, which he may 
soften or expunge entirely, according to his better 
judgment. I should be very sorry to make enemies 
of those whom, of all mankind, I would choose to 
make my friends. Mr. Pope and I lived in perfect 

union 
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union and familiarity, for two or three summers^ 
before he entered upon the stage of the world ; 
where he has since gained so great and so just an 
applause^ The other geniuses have a right to all 
my regard, by the merit of sharing the affection and 
esteem of Mentor, who will do me a great deal of 
honour, if he allow me any place in so learned and 
poKte a society. Without any compliment, they 
are fitter for the Augustan age than for this. They 
are at home, and endeavour to give the world a sense 
of its follies with great humour and gaiety. The 
cheerfulness of my temper is, in a great measure, 
sunk under a long and hopeless exile, which has 
given it a serious^ or, if you will, a supercilious turn. 
I lash the world with indignation and grief, in the 
strain of Jeremy. But the world is grown so inve- 
terate in iniquity, that I fear we shall all lose our 
labour. It will have just the same effect to flog, as 
to tickle them. — ^However, if there be any room for 
a grave, sullen fellow, that has been one of the 
merriest fellows in Europe, in Mentor's academy, I 
offer myself: and, to pay my entrance, as I did in 
Newgate, I send him a kilderkin of the best wine 
on this side of the country, to drink their health)s> 
and mine, if he pleases. I accept, with a great deal of 
acknowledgment, the present of books offered me 
by Mentor, and desire he will send along with theni 
Doctor Jonathan Swift's Miscellaniels, which they tell 
nie are worth them all. I can give him nothing in 
return, but some heads of the Saracens of Oran^ 
which I shall be ordered to cut off, because th^ will 
not become christians. I must be their executioner 
in my own defence ; for, with all my spleen and vex- 
ation of spirit, I axQ the most inoffensive creatui:e ip. 

z« the 
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the world in regard of religion. I would not shed- 
one ounce of blood in anger or enmity, or wrong any 
man living of a cracked sixpence, to mslke all thef ' 
world catholics : yet I am as staunch a one myself' 
as any pope in the universe. I am all for the pri- 
mitive church, in which people made proof of their ' 
religion only at their own expence. But I laugh, ' 
with great contempt, at those who will force others 
to Heaven their way, in spite of charity. 

Though I should be in the deserts of Libya, I can * 
still hear from Mentor. It is not necessary he shotild ^ 
submit his criticism or correction to me, since I con- ' 
stitute him my judge, without appeal. The gentle-^ 
man of my family mentiotied by him, is the ho- 
nestest, but the Idlest fellow breathing. I cannot 
even get a letter from him. Thus my reliance for 
the revising and publishing of those pieces is en- 
tirely upon Mentor, whom I embrace with all my 
heart, this 27th of February, 1732. 



FROM MR. GAY. 



DEAR SIR, MARCH 13, 1731-2. 

1 HOftE this unlucky accident of hurting your leg ' 
will not prevent your coming to us this sjpring, 
though you say notliing about it. All your friends 
expect it, and particularly my landlord and land-^ 
lady, who are my friends as much as ever ; and I 
should not think th^m so, if they were not as much 
yours. The downs of Amesbury are so smooth, that 
neither horse nor man can hardly make a wrong 
'^ - step, 
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'. ^st^^ SO that you may take your exercise Y^^. us 
/with greater security. If you prevail \Tith' the 
. c.duqhess to ride and walk with you, you wil| 4o her 
.good ; but that is a motive I could never .prevail with 
: her to compAy with. I wish you would try whether 
• your oratory could get over this difficulty. Geueral 
Dormer, sir Clement Cotterell, sind I get out tp- 
. morrow mornipg for Rousham, jn Oxford^liire, to 
, stay tew days or a fortnight. The duchess will un- 
dertake to recommend tlie lords of her acquair^tance 
to attend Mf. R3fves's* cause, if it should come OA 
before our retuto : the duke will do the same. Her 
•grace too has undertaken Jo answer your letter. I 
have not disposed of youjr South SeaJbonds ; there is 
|i year's ipterest due at Ladyday . Were I to {dispose 
of them at present, I should lose a great deal p^ the 
premium I paid for them : perhaps they may fall 
lower, but I cannot prevail with myself to sell them. 
The rogueries that have been discovered on some 
other companies, I believe, make them all have less 
credit. I find myself dispirited, for want of having 
some pursuit. Indolence and idleness are the most 
tiresome things in the world. I begin to find a 
dislike to society. I think I ought to try to break 
myself of it, but I cannot resolve to set about it. I 
have left off almost all my great acquaintance, 
which saves ine something in chair hire, though in 
that article the town is stijl very expensive. Those 
who were your old acquaintance, are almost the 

* WiUiam Ryves, esq. was an eminent merchant in Dublin. 

•The cause aUuded to by Mr. Gay was an appeal by David Bindon, 

esq.; another merchant, from a decree of the court of exchequer 

in Ireland in &vour of Mr. Hyvcs. The appeal was dismissed^ 

^nd the decree aihrmed> May 4, 1733. N. 

.. wly 
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only people I visit ; and indeed^ upon trjring all^ 
I like them best. Lord Combuiy refused th^ pension 
that was ofiered him ; he is chosen to represent the 
uni\/tersity of Oxford, in the room of Mr. Bromlejr, 
without opposition. I know him, and I think he 
deserves it. He is a young nobleman of learning 
and morals, which is so particular, that I know you 
will respect and value him ; and, to my great com- 
fort, he lives in our family. Mr. Pope i^ in town, 
and in good health. I latdy passed a week with 
him, at Twickenham. I must leaVe the rest to the 
duchess ; for I must pack up my shirts, to set out 
to-morrow, being the 14th of March, the day after 
I received ydir letter. If you would advise the 
duchess to confine me four hours a day to my own 
room, while I am in the country, I will write ; for 
I cannot confine myself as I ought. ' 



TO MR. FAULKNER. 



DEANERY HOUSE, MARCH 29, 1732. 
MR. FAULKNER, 

▼V ITHOUT the least regard to your wager, I do 
assure you, upon my word and reputation, that I 
am not the author of one single line or syllable of 
that pamphlet, called. An infallible Scheme to pay 
the Debts of the Nation ; and, as it is a very unjust, 
so it is equally an imprudent and fallible proceedings 
to pronounce determinately on our taste and know- 
ledge of style or manner of writing, where very good 

judges are often deceived: and in this case^ few men 

have 
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have sfUlTered 8o much as ftiy self^ who - have borae 
the reproach of many hundred printed papers, which 
I never saw. I do likewise protest in the same 
mahner, that I did not write the epigram upon 
Taylor ^, nor heard of it until Mr. Pilkington showed 
it me in manuscript. Therefore, pray desire your 
wagerer, from me, to^be more cautious in determine 
ing on such matters, and not to venture the loss of his 
tuon^ and credit with so much odds against him. 

I am, your humble servant, 

JON. SWIFT. 

If this fancy should hold, of taxii^ me with all the 
papers that come out, and at ^e same time I 
ishould take a fancy to be a writ^^ I shall be dis-^ 
covered when I have no mind, for it will be only 
to catechise me whenever I am suspected. 



TO LADY ACHESON, 

AN APRIL FOOL LEftElt. 

SATURDAY MORNING, 1732, 

A GENTLEMAN called here last night upon 
some business^ who took Mr, ^'s house yester- 
day at dinner in his return from Wicklow *. He 
tells me that Mrs. was brought to bed yester- 
day morning at five o'clock of half a child, just as if 
it were divided in two equal parts. It had one eye, 

* The famous oculist. N. 

t A veiy delightM village in tke county of l^klow> about 
fourteen xniles from Dublin, F. 
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half a nose and a mouthy one 1^, and so from top 
to bottom. They could see it was a boy, or rather 
half a boy : it was dead bom, but she is very well. 
It was thought that this was the cause of all her 
colics. Mrs. Brent tells me she has known the Uke 
more than once. I am glad the poor woman had 
her mother and sister with her. 

Are you not undone for want of Monky ? How 
are you ? Does your milk agree with you ? We shall 
see you no more at church until Monday returns^ 
Adieu, &c. I mend a little. 



FROM LADY ACHESON. 

SATURDAY MORNING, 1732, 

i AM greatly surprised at the account you gave me 
of poor Mrs. ; but since it was so, I am hearti- 
ly glad she has got rid of it. Mrs. Morris's gout 
seized her all over on Thursday, so that she keeps 
her bed. None of them know aiiy thing of this 
matter : they sent a boy yestei;day to Dilgiimey (I 
will not mention this thing to them till he returns) 
to let them know she was not able to go to the 
couritry . I am sorry that you mend but a little : 
this bad weather has increased my cough ; the milk 
agrees very well with me. I will be at your churdi 
to-morrow. 

I am yours, &c. 



r 

L 
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TO MR. 6AY. 

^ DUBLIN^ MAY 4^ 1732* 

X AM now as lame as when you writ your letter, 
•and almost as lame as your letter, itself^ for want of 
that limb frojai my lady duchess^ which you pro- 
mised, and >vithout which I wonder how it could 
limp hither. I am not in a condition to make a true 
step even on Amesbury downs, and I declare that a 
corporeal false step is worse than a political, one : 
nay worse than a thousand political ones, for which 
I appeal to courts and ministers, who hobble on and 
prosper without the sense of feehng. To talk of 
riding and walking is insulting me, for I can as 
^oon fly as do either. It is your pride or laziness^ 
more than chairhire, tliat makes the town expensive. 
No honour is lost by walking in the dark ; and in 
the day you may beckon a black guard boy under a 
gate, near your visiting place, (experto crede) save 
eleven pence, and get half a crown*s worth of health. 
The worst of my present misfortune is, that I eat 
and drink, and can digest neither for want of exer- 
cise; and, to increase my misery, the knaves are 
sure to find me at home, and make huge void spaces 
in my cellars. I congratulate with you for losing 
your great acquaintance ; in such a case, philosophy 
teaches that we must submit, and be content with 
good ones. I like lord Cornbury's refusing his pen- 
sion, bul I demur at his being elected for Oxford ; 
which, I conceive, is wholly changed ; and entirely 
devoted to new principles ; so it appeared to me the 
two last times I was there. 

I find 
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I find by the whole cast of your letter^ that you 
are as giddy and as volatile as ever : just the reverse 
of Mr. Pope^ who has always loved a domestic life 
.from his youth. I was going to wish you had some 
little place that you could call your own, but, I pro- 
fess I do not know you well enough to contrive any 
one system of life that would please you. You pre** 
tend to preach up riding and walking to the ducb? 
ess, yet from my knowledge of you after twenty 
years, you always joined a violent desire of perpetu^ 
ally shifting places and cpmpany, with a rooted lazi-^ 
ness, and an utter ichpatience of fatigue. A coach 
and six horses is the utmost exercise you can bear ; 
and this only nidien you can fill it with such com^ 
pany as is best suited to your taste, and how glad 
would you be if it could waft you in the air to avoid 
jolting ; while I who aih so much later in life, can, 
or at least could, ride five hundred miles x>n a trotting 
horse. You mortally hate writing, only because it 
is the thing you chiefly ought to do ; as well to 
keep up the vogue you have in the world, as to make 
you easy in your fortune : You are merciful to every 
thin^ but money, your best friend, whom you treat 
with inhumanity. Be assured I will hire people to 
watch all your motions, and to return me a faithful 
account. Tell me, have you cured your absence of 
mind ? can you attend to trifles ? can you at Ames- 
Iniry write domestic libels to divert the family and 
neighbouring squires for five miles round * ? or ven- 
ture so far on horseback, without apprehending a 

9 

i 

* We might form some opinion of the taste of ttie day, when 
aman of genius was expected to write nonsense, ''to divert the 
Squires five miles round/' and '^ to set the footmen a laugh- 
ing 1 !" BOWLBS. 

stumble 
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stumble at every step ? can you set the footmen a 
laughing as they wait at dinner? and do the duchess's 
women admire your wit ? in what esteem are you 
with the vicar of the parish ? can you play with him at 
back-gammon ; have the farmers found out that you 
cannot distinguish rye from barley^ or an oak froiii 
a crab-tree ? You are sensible that I know the full 
extent of your country skill is in fishing for roaches 
or gudgeons at the highest. 

I love to do you good offices with your friends^ 
and therefore desire you will show this letter to the 
duchess^ to improve her grace's good opinion of your 
qualifications, and convince her how useful you are 
likely to be in the family. Her gmce shall have the 
honour of my correspondence again when she goes 
to Amesbury. ^ Hear a pi^ce of Irish news: I buried 
the famous general Meredyth's father last night in 
my cathedral, he was ninety-six years old ; so that 
Mrs. P^pe may live seven years longer. You law 
Mr. Pope- in health, pray is he generally more 
healthy than when I was among you ? I would know 
how your own health is, and how much wine you 
drink in a day ? My stint in company is a pint at 
noon, s^nd half as much at night ; but I often dine at 
home like a hermit, and then I drink little or none 
at all. Yet I differ from you, for I would have so- 
ciety, if I could get what I like, people of middle 
understanding, and middle rank. Adieu. 

JON. SWIFT. 
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FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN, 

LONDON, MAY 13, 175^- 

1. AM sorry my writing should inconvenience your 
eyes ; but I fear, it is rather my style, than my ink, 
that is so hard to be read: however,* if I do not 
forget myelf, I will enlarge my hand to give you 
the less trouble. Their graces are at last arrived in 
perfect health, in spite of all their perils and dangers, 
though I must own, they were so long in their 
voyage, that they gave me an exceeding heart ach ; 
and if that would be any hindrance, they shall never 
have my consent to go back to Ireland, but remaip 
here, and be only king of Knpwle * and Drayton ; 
and I do not think it would be the worse for hira, 
either in person or pocket. I dare say, he would 
not need a remembrancer's office for any thing you 
have spoke to him about : but however, I will not 
fail in the part you have set me. 

I find you want a strict account of me how' I 
pass my time. But first, I thank you for the nine 
hours out of the twenty-four you bestowed on sleep, 
ing ; one or two of them I do willingly present you 
back again. As to quadrille, though I am, generally 
speaking, a constant attendant to it every day, yet I 
will most thankfully submit to your allowance of 
time ; for, when complaisance draws me no farther, 
it is with great yawnings, and a vast expense of my 
breath, in asking, Who plays ? Who's called^? And 
what's trumps ? and if you can recollect any thing 
of my former way of life, such as it was, so it is. I 

* A fine old seat of the Duke of Dorset jb. H. 

uever 
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never loVed to have my hands idle ; they were either^ 
full of work or had a book ; but as neither sort was* 
the best or most useful, so you will find forty years 
and a wee bit have done no more good to my head,- 
than it has to my face. Your old friend Biddy is 
much your humble servant, and could she get rid of 
her cough, her spleen would do her and her friend 
no harm ; for she loves a sly sedate joke, as well as 
ever you knew her do. 

The duke and duchess are just come in, who both 
present their service to you, and will take it as a fa- 
vour, if you will bestow any of your time that you 
can spare upon lord George *. 

Adieu, for the duchess, the countess of Suffolk^ 
Mr. Chardin, an4 I, are going to qtiadrille/ 



FROM MR. GAY. 

DEAR SIR, LONDON, MAY 19, 1733^/ 

X O-MORROW we set out for Amesbury, where 
I propose to follow your advice, of employing my- 
self about some work against next winter. You 
seemed not to approve of my writing more fables • 
Those I am now writing, have a prefator}^ discourse 
before each of them, by way of epistle, and the mo- 
rals of them mostly are of the political kind ; which ' 
makes them i"un into a greater length than those I 
have already published. I have already finished fif- ' 
teen or sixteen; four or five more would make a 
volume of the same size as the first. Though this 
is a kind of writing that appears very easy, I find 
it is the most difficult of any that I ever undertook. 

* Lord George Sackville was at that time a student in the uni- 
versity of Dublin, H. 
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After I have invented one fable^ and finished it, I 
despair of finding out another ; but I hove a moral 
or two more, which I wish to write upon. I have 
also a sort of scheme to raise my finances by doing 
something for the stage : with this, and some read- 
ing, and a great deal of exercise, I propose to pass 
my summer. I am sorry it must be without you. 
Why cannot you come and saunter about the downs 
a horseback, in the autumn, to mark the partridges 
for me to shoot for your dinner ? Yesterday I re- 
ceived your letter, and notwithstanding your re- 
proaches of laziness, I was four or five hours about 
business, and did not spend a shilling in a coach or 
chair. I received a year's interest on your two bonds, 
which is 8/. I have four of my own. I have de- 
posited all ofi them in the hands of Mr. Hoare, to 
receive the half year's interest at Michaelmas. The 
premium of the bonds is fallen a great deal since I 
bought yours. I gave very near 6L on each bond, 
and they are now sold for about 50^. Every thing 
is very precarious, and I have no opinion of any of 
their public securities ; but, I believe, the parliament 
,next year intend to examine the South-sea scheme. 
I do not know, whether it will be prudent to trust 
our money there till that time. I did what I could 
to assist Mr. Ryres ; and I am very glad that he 
has found justice. Lord 3athurst spoke for him, and 
was very zealous on bringing on his 'cause. The 
duchess intended to write in my last letter, but she 
set out all on a sudden, to take care of lord Drum- 
lanrig *, who was taken ill of the smallpox at Win- 
chester school. He is now perfectly well recovered 
(for he had a favourable kind) to the great joy of 
our family. I think she ought^ as she intends^ to 

m 

* Her son. N. 

renew 
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renew her correspondence with you at Amesbury. 
I was at Dawley on Sunday. IJady Bolingbroke 
continues in a very bad state of health, but still re- 
tains her spirits. You are always remembered there 
with great respect and friendship^ Mrs. Pope is so 
worn out with old age, but without any distemper, 
that I look upon her life as very uncertain. Mr. 
Pope's state of health is much in the same way as 
when you left him. As for myself, I am often 
troubled with the colic. I have as much inattention, 
and have, I think, lower spirits than usual, which I 
impute to my having no one pursuit in life. I have 
many compliments to make you from the dukje and 
duchess, and lords BoliAgbroke, Bathurst, 'sir Wil- 
liam Wyndham, Mr. Pulteney, Dr. Arbuthnot, 
Mr. Lewis, &c. Every one of them m disappointed 
in your not coming among us. I have not seen dean 
Berkeley, but have read his book *, and like many 
parts of it ; but in general think, with you, that it is 
too speculative, at least for me. Dr. Delany I have 
very seldom seen ; he did not do me the honour to 
advise with me about any thing he has published ^. 
I like your thoughts upon these sort of writings ; and 
I should have advised him, as you did, though I 
had lost his good opinion. I write in very great 
haste ; for I have many things to do before I go out 
town. Pray make me as happy as you can, and let 
me hear from you often. But I am still in hopes to 
see you, and will expect a summons one day 6r other 
to come to Bristol, in order to be your guide to 
Amesbury. 

' * Alciphron : or. The Minute Philosopher. Printed at Lon- 
don> in 1732> in two volumes^ 8vo. B. 

t He published at London, in the year 1732^ '^ Revelation 
eiamined with Candour/' &c. 2 vols, Svp. B. 
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TO THE REV. DR. HENRY JENNY, 

AT HIS HOUSE IN ARMAGH *. 
SIR, DUBLIN, JUNE 8, 1732. 

IT is true that some weeks ago a manuscript paper 
of verses was handed about this town, and after- 
wards printed. The subject was, my great ingrati- 
tude and breach of hospitality in pubHshing a copy 
of verses -|- called Hamilton's Bawn. The writer 
hath likewise taken severe notice of some other verses 
published many years ago by the indiscretion of a 
friend, to whom they were sent in a letter. It was 
called a Journal, and writ at Mr. Rochfort's j; ; and 
the consequences drawn from both by this late 
writer is, that the better I am used in any family, 
the more I abuse them ; with other reflections that 
must follow from such a principal. I was originally 
as unfiling to be libelled as the nicest man can be, 
but having been used to such treatment ever since I 
unhappily began to be known, I am now grown 
hardened ; and while the friends I have left will con- 

* Where Dr. Jenny^ it is believed^ was rector. He resided in 
the neighbourhood of Sir Arthur Acheson^ and is introduced into 
Swift's Poem on Hamilton's Bawn. See vol. XVII. ,'p. 90. Thii 
perfectly characteristic Letter^ which has been among the deti'- 
derata of all former editions^ is now first printed by the &vour o^ 
Lord Viscomit Cremorne^ in whose £umly it has been preserved.. 
The Letter had been many years ago noticed by Dr. Thomas 
Campbell, an Irish clergyman^ in '' his Philosophical Surv^ of 
the South of Ireland." N. 

f These verses were written in 1729. See them in irol. XVII. . 
p. 85. — See also in vol. XVI. p. 444, the Dean's Pbem in 1793, 
*' On cutting down the old Thorn at Market-hill.!* N. . 

% At Gaulstown, in the county of Westmeath^ in the yesff 1791» 
See vol. XVI. pp. 251— 282. N. 

tinue 
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tintle to use me wifh any , kindness^ I shall neM btlt 
a small degree of philosophy to beat* me up against 
those who are pleased to be my enemies t)n ttcJ 
score erf party zeal, arid the hopes 6f turning that 
zeal to account. One thing,- I confess, would still > 
touch me to the quick ; I mean, if any person of 
true genius would employ his pen against me ; but 
if I am not very partisd to myself I cannot remem- 
ber that among at least two thousand papers full of 
groundless reflections against me, hundreds of which 
I have seen, and heard of more; I never saw any 
one production that the meanest writer could hav6 ' 
cause to be proud of ; for which I can ai^ign a veiy 
natural i-ea^on ; that during the whde busy time of 
my life, the men of wit (in England) wene all my 
particular friends, although many of them differed 
from me in opinions of public persons lind pro-^ 
teedings; As to Ireland, where I lived very little 
before the Qiieen*s death, and ever since in perfect 
retirement, I remember to have published nothing 
but what is called the Drapier's Letters, and some 
few other trifles relating to the affairs of this ini^ 
serable and ruined kingdom. What other things^ 
fell from me (chiefly in verse) were only amuse- 
ments in hours of sidkness or leisure, or in private 
families, to divert ourselves and some neighbours^ 
but were never intended for publick view, which ig 
plain from the subjects and the careless way of 
handling them : nfeither, indeed, can it answer the 
' true erids of vanity or desire of praise; to let the 
world see such little sallies of fency or humour, be- 
tauite i^ they be ill or indifferently performed (which 
must often be the case), the loss of reputation is 
certain ; and however well executed, after a week's 
vogue, they are utterly fot^. I know not how I 
roL. xu. A A come 
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eoiti^ to be led so far from the subject of your letter^ 
i confix there were some few persons who made 
random conjectures that you might possibly be 
concerned in the paper you hint at, but they were 
such who knew very little of you or me ; for others 
who were better acquainted with us both have aI-» 
ways cleared you, because they did not look upon 
that paper any way equal to your known good 
Sense and caindour, or talent of writing. And as to 
myself, I had further conviction^ because I knew 
how well you were acquainted witji the whole his- 
tory and occajsion of writing those verses on the 
Barrack ; how wdl pleased the master and lady 
ef the fenoly wexe with it ; that you had lead it 
more than once ; that it was no secret to any neigh* 
bour, nor any reserve but that against giving a 
copy. You know welt by what incidents that re- 
serve was broken, by granting a copy to |l great 
person^ and from thence how it fell into other 
hands, and so came (as it is the constant case) to 
be published, and is now forgot. I confess my 
own conjectures about this late libel against me lay 
towards another gentleman, who, I am infopmedy 
hath since cleared hknself, I mean Dr. Tisdall ♦ ; 
but that suspicion was first taught me by others : 
and yet I know very welf that for at least fifteen 
years past, he hath been often engaged in a kind 
of flirting war of satirick burlesque verse with 
certain wags both in town and country, who, it 
seems, were provoked with his faculty of jibing, and 

* To this gentleman Dr. Swift addressed a letter^ AprO SO^ I70i, 
oil the subject of his addresses to Mrs. Johnson ;, aasoring him 
▼ery candidly that he had himself never seen any /other lady whose 
tonversation he entirdhjr valued ^ and freely 'giving ^ommt t^ 
her marryiiig Dr* lIsdalL See tqL X« yip. 33, 4h U. 

used 
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Used 16 answer him in his own way. Yet I hare? 
tieen assured that in thei^ combats/ h€ was gefie^* 
tally mistaken in his adversaries, falling foul tipoii^ 
many persons who never dipt a pen eithet for 61^* 
against him ; and I think you, among others, had' 
some marks of his forour. But^ as to m^, who, % 
solemnly pi^ofess, was always entirely innocent," 
during the whole tinie that his pen and tongue took 
this unhappy turn, as well as before and since,^ I* 
could never be bne motith at peace for his wk; 
whatever was writ to ridicule him. Was laid at liiy ' 
^ iioor, afad only by himself; with a further deelaraf 
tioii, mnth to my honour, that he knew my style,^ 
would trduWe himself to inquire no further; and;^ 
ttsirig my surname, said, I was his mail. Soitte olF! 
his perfotmancies I have seen, and have heard of 
moire, besides the great number he kept in petto ; 
so that fivei or six gentlemen have often and very' 
lately assured me, tibat in one evening-^'Sitting, he 
has produced a do^ien of hi? libels wholly against 
me ; desiring I riiight bcf told pf it, and assuring 
those gentlemen that the whole dozen should* be 
published, if I would not let him alone. This was 
a little hard upon me who had never one single 
moment in my Ufe the least inclitiation to enter the 
lists with him, at those or any other weapons what- 
soever, any more than 1 would venture to sit Jfour 
hours disputing with him any point 6f controversy* 
I confess this keenness of the Doctor in determine* 
iiig, whenever he was attacked, to fix on me for his 
adversary, inclined me to conceive that he might 
have probably writ this last paper, and other peo- 
ple had the same thought ; but I hear he hath utterly > 
denieid it ; and I belief hitn ; for I am confident- 
he is af^ h6nest- nM^, ^tit unhappily misled ffaroij^h^ 

AAa the 
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the whole course of his life^ by mistaking his talent^ 
^hich he hath against nature applied to wit and 
i^iUery^ and rhyming : besides which^ his incurabb 
absence of mind on all occasions, and in all compa- 
nies^ hath led him into ten thousand errours^ especi- 
ally of that kind, which are mortal to aH agreeable 
or impibving conversation, and which hath put 
him, upon such a foot with every friend^ that I 
heartily lament the situation he is in» 

I intreat your pardon for the length and insig- 
nificancy of this letter, but my solitary way of 
life is apt to make me talkative upon paper. I 
desire you would believe, first, that I have so fire- 
quently been libelled, that my curiosity to know the 
authors is quite extinct, though that of some firiends 
is not ; secondly, that I am not hasty in judging of 
men*8 style, or matter, or malice. I can venture 
to say> that a thing is not written by such a person, 
because it is much below his good sense ; and to 
look among the hei*d of dunces is endless. As to 
yourself^ I hope you will be my witness that I hava 
always treated you with particular distinction ; and 
if we dififer in opinions relating to publick proceed^ 
ings, it is for very good reasons : you are an ex- 
pectant from the world and from power; I have 
long done with both ; having been an original of- 
fender a^nst aU principles set up since the death 
of the Queen^ I could not think it worth my while 
to quit my old ones ^, and must have done it with 
an ill grace, though honour and conscience had been 
out of the question. Whoever really believes that 

* When he quitted the fVhigs, he thought it worth wUfe ta 
qiut BtiQ cider prindpks : see his lettor to Stella/ Sept 9, 1790^ 
where he mentioDs Lord Godolphin^ leeeivioig him ccUD^, anl 
9^, he win make him 8ppy for it« vaLXIV«p»S9a N. 

things 
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things are well, is many ways happy ; he is pleased 
with the world (as I was formerly), and the world 
with him; his merit is allowed, and fevour will 
certainly follow ; which I heartily wish you, only 
desiring, that in what appears to my eyes a very 
dirty road, you would pick out the cleanest stages 
you can ; and believe me to be, with much esteem^ 
eir. Your most obedient humble servant, 

J.S; 



FROM LADY CATHARINE JONES *. 



The 



JUNE 15, 1732. 

stum of my liumble thanks to Mr. Dean 
by the date it bears, looks more like a slumber of 
gratitude; than the quick sense of that rare virtue 
which I owe to you, sir, for the trouble you have 
so willingly undertaken, in executing what I so 
much desired; since the manner you have done it 
in, answers my wishes in every respect. The pro* 
posal you made, I acquainted my sister Kildare, 
and niece Fanny Coningsby with ; for I being but 
one part of the family, cannot act ferther than they 
will consent, which is, that they will settle twenty 
shillings j^er year, that you may never be liable to 
any more trouble upon the same occasion, 

* See in p. 93 a letter fiK>iii this Iady> on the repairs of 
ber graqd&ther archbishop Jones's monument, in St. Patrick's 
cathedral. For this purpose the twenty shillings a year were 
doubtless settled by the £etmily. This lady and Richard the laist 
eail o£ Burlington were second cousins> being both lineally de- 
tcisnded from the first earl of Cerk. She died April U, 1740j 
worth 300,OOOL N. ' 

I need 
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} need not inform Mr. D^h, that the world 

itQSiqhes U8i that relations and friends look like two 

different sp^ies : and though I have the honour to 

be allied to my lord Burlington^ yet since tl^e death 

pf my good father and ]^is^ the notice he , takes of 

.ine is^ a9 if I was a separated blood ; or else^ I am 

, yijin enough to say, we are sprung from one an-r 

cestor^ whose ashes keep up a greater lustre than 

those who are not reduced to it. 

I cannot conclude without saying, tliat were I 
worthy in any way to have the pleasure of seeing * 
dean Swift, I do not know any passion, even envy 
would riot make innocent, in my ambition of seeing 
the author of so much wit and judicious writing, as 
I have had the advantage to reap. 

Your most bumble and obliged servant, 

CATHARINE JONES. 
Your opinion of Mr. French * is just^ and Ijis due. 



rrr 



Td MR. GAY AND THE DUCHESS OF 

QUEENSBfiRRY. 

DUBLIN, JULY 10> 1732. 

1 HAD your letter by Mr. Ryres, a long time 
after the, date, for I suppose he staid long in the 
w^ay. I am glad you determine upon something; 
there is no writing I esteem more than fables, nor 
any thing so difficult to succeed in ; which however 
you have done excellently well, and 1 have often 

* HumpKrey French, lord mayor of Dublin -, to whom the Deap 
addressed an Ode of Horace, printed in vbl. XVII. p. X80. N. 

X: ; ^dinired 
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iftdmireid your happiness in such a kind of perform- 
iances, which I have frequently endeavoured at in 
vain. I remembe): I acted as you seem to hint ; I 
found a moral first, and studied for a fable^ but 
could do nothing that pleased me, and so left off 
that scheme for ever. I remember one, which was 
to represent what scoundrels rise in armies by a 
Jong war, wherein I supposed the lion was engaged; 
and havii^g lost all his animals of worth, at last 
Serjeant Hog came.tb be brigadier, and corporal 
Ass a colonel, ^c. I agree with you likewise 
about getting something by the stage, which, when 
it succeeds, is the best crop for poetry in England ; 
' but, pray, take some new scheme, quite different 
from any thing you have already touched. The pre- 
sent humour of the players, who hardly (as I was 
told in London) regard any new play, and your 
present situation at the court, are the difficulties to 
be overcome ; but those circumstances may have 
altered (at least the former) since I left you. My 
scheme was to pass a month at Amesbury, and then 
go to Twickenham, and live a winter between that 
and Dawley, and sometimes at Riskins, without 
going to London, where I now can have no occa* 
sional lodgings : but J am not yet in any condition 
for such removals, I would fain have you get 
enough against you grow old, to have two or three 
servants about you and a convenient house. It is 
hard to want those subsidia senectuti, when a man 
grows hard to please, and few people care whether 
he be pleased or not. I have a large house, yet I 
should hardly prevail to find one visitor, if I were 
not able to hire him with a bottle of wine : so that, 
when I am not abroad on horseback, I generally 
dine alone^ and^^ thankful^ if a friend will pass 
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the evening with me*. I am now with the re-? 
mainder of my pint before me, and so here's your 
healtl^— and the second and chief is to my Tun- 
bridge acquaintance, my lady duchess — and I tell 
you that I fear my lord Bolingbroke and Mr. Pope 
(a couple of philosopheiis) would starve me, for even 
pf port wine I should require half a pint a day, and 
^ much at night: and you were growing as bad, 
unless your duke and duchess have mended you. 
Your colic is owing to inten^rance of the philo- 
sophical kind ; you eat without care, and if you 
drink less than I, you drihk too little. But your 
inattention I cannot pardon, because I imagined 
the cause was removed, for I thought it Uy in your 
forty millions of schemes by court hopes and court 
fears. Yet Mr. Pope has the same defect, and it is 
of all others the most mortal to conversation : nei- 
ther is my lord Bolingbroke untinged with it : all 
for want of my fule Five la bagatelle ! but the 
doctor is the king of inattention ! What a vexatious 
life should I lead among you ? If the duchess be a 
rSaeuse, I will never go to Amesbury ; or, if I do, 
I will run away from you both, to one of hep 
women, and the steward and chaplain. 

MADAM, 

I mentioned something to Mr. Gay of a Tun-? 
bridge acqu^n^ance, whom we forget of course 

* From the time of Stella's death, in 1727, Swift's life became 
much more retired, and the austerity of his temper natiirallj inr 
creased. He could not join in the social cheerftilness of his pub- 
]|c days ; or bear such an intrusion on his own mekncholyi as the 
cheerfulness of others. His Chapter entertainments, however^ 
which were four yearly, were not discontinued in his house, 
though he often declined presiding at the table, and sometimes 
.^voided ti^e cpxajn^y of ^ mo&t mX^osvaX^ fd^:td3&. N. 
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fyhen we return to town, and yet I am assured that 
if they meet again next summer, they have a better 
title to fipjsume tl^eir commerce. Thu3 I look or^ 
my right of corresponding with your grace to be 

. better established upon your return to Amesbury ; 
and I shall at this time descend to forget, or at least 
suspend my resentments of your negfect all the time 
you were in London. I still keep in my heart, that 
Mr. Gay had no sooner turned nis back, than you 
left the place in his letter void vyhicl^ he had com- 
manded you to fill : though your guilt confounded 
you so fs^r, that you wanted presence of mind to 
blot out the last line, where that command stared 
you in the face. But it is my misfortune to quarrel 
with all my acquaintance, and always come by the, 
>vorst ; and fortune is ever against me, but never so 
much ai^ by pursuing me out of mere partiality to 

, your grace, for which you are to answer. By your 
connivance, " she has pleased, by one stumble on thq 
stairs, to give me a lameuess that six months have 
not been able perfectly to pure : and thus I aiji prer 
vented from revenging myself by continuing a 
month at Amesbury, - and breeding confusion in 
your grace's family. No disappointment through 
*my whole life has been so vexatious by many de- 
grees : and God knows whether I shall iever live to 
see the invisible lady to whom I was obliged for so 
many favours, and whom I never beheld since she 
was a brat in hanging sleeves. I am, and shall be 
ever with the greatest respect and gratitude, 

I, your grace's most obedient, 

and most humble, &c. 

JON. SWIF^. 
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FJIOM LORD POLINGBROKE. 

JULY 18, 1732, 

WRITE this letter, In hopes that Pope, a man 
scattered ii^ the world (according to the French 
phrase) will soon procure me an opportunity of con- 
veying it safely to you, my reverend dean. For my 
own part, hfJf this wicked nation might go to you, 
or half your beggarly nation might come to us, and 
the whol^ migration be over before I knew any 
thing of the matter. My letter will concern neither 
affairs of state, nor of party ; and yet I w^ould not 
have it fall into the hands of our ministers; it 
might pass in their excellent noddles for a piec^ of 
a plot against themselyes, if riot against the state ; 
or, at least, it might furnish them with an oppor- 
tunity of doing an ill natured, and disappointing a 
good natured thing ; which being a pleasure to the 
malicious and the base, I should he sorry to give it 
on apy occasion, and especially on thjs, to the par 
nobile fratrum * . 

After this preamble, I proceed to tell you, that 
there is in my neighbourhood, in Berkshire, a 
clergyman, one Mr. Talbot, relatfed to the solicitor 
general "f-, and protected by him. This man has 
now the living of Burfield :}:, which the late bishop 
of Durham held before, and, for aught I know, 
after he was bishop of Oxford. The Ufing is worth 



* Sir Robert Walpole, and his brother Horace. B. 
' f Afterward lord chancellor. N. 
X A rectory in Berkshire. B. 

four 
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four hundred pounds per annum over ?ind above a 
pijrate paid, ;as Mr. Correy, ^ gentleman who does 
my business in tjijat country^ ^nd who is a very 
grave authority, assures ipe. The parsonage house 
|s extremely good, the place pleasant, and the air 
excellent, the distance from London a littlg day's 
Journey, and from hence (give me le^ye to think 
t)iis circumstance of soiiie importapce to you) not 
n)uch above half a day's, even for you yvho are no 
great jockey. Mr. Talbot has many reasons, which 
make him desifous to settle in Ireland for the rest 
pf his life, an4 |ias been looking put for a change of 
preferments some time. As soon as I heard this, I 
employed one to know whether he continued in the 
same mind, and to tell him, that an advantageous 
exchange .might be offered him, if he could engage 
his kinsmap to make it practicable at court. He 
answered for his own acceptance, and his kinsman's 
^endeavours, I employed next some friends to se- 
cure my lord Dorset, who very frankly declared 
himself ready to serve you in any thing, and in this 
if you. desired it. But he mentioned a thing, at 
the same time, wholly unknown to me, which is 
that youf deanery is not in the nomination of the 
crown, but in the election of the chapter. This 
may render our affair perhaps more easy ; more, 
hard, I think, it cannot be ; but in all cases, it re- 
quires other measures to be taken. One of these I 
believe must be, to prepare Hoadly, bishop of 
Salisbury, if that be possible, to prepare his brother 
the archbill^op of Dublin. The light, in which 
the proposition must be represented to him and our 
ministers, ^ (if it be made to them) is this ; that 

though 
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though they gratify you, they gratify you in. a thing 
advantageous to themselves, and siUy in you to ask, 
I suppose it will not be hard to persuade them, that 
it is better for them you should be ,a private parish 
priest in an English county, than a dean in die 
metropolis of Ireland, where they kjiow, because 
they have felt, your authority and influence. At 
least, this topic is a plausible one for those who 
3peak to them, to insist upon, and coming out of a 
whig mouth may have weight. Sure I am^ they 
will be easily persuaded, that quitting power for 
ease, and a greater for a less revenue, is a foolish 
bargain, which they should by consequence help 
you to make. 

Yoii see now the" state of this whole affair, and 
you will judge better than I am able to do, of the 
ineans to be employed on your side of the water : ajs 
to those on this, nothing shall be neglected. Find 
some secure way of conveying your thoughts and 
your commands to me ; for my friend has a right to 
command me arbitrarily, which no man else upon 
earth has. Or rather, dispose of affairs so as to 
come hither immediately. You intended to come 
some time ago. You speak, in a letter Pope has 
just now received from you, as if you still had in 
view to make this journey before winter. Make it 
in the summer, and the sooner the better. To talk 
of being able to ride with stirrups, is trifling : get 
on Pegasus, bestride the hippogryph, or^ mount 
the white nag in the Revelation. To be serious ; 
come any how, and put neither delay nor hu- 
mour in a matter which requires dispatch and 
management. Though I have room, I will not say 

one 
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one word to you about Berkeley's * or DelanyV-|* 
book. Some part of the former is hard to be un- 
derstood ; none of the latter is to be read. I pro- 
pose^ however^ to reconcile you to metaphysics; 
by showing how they may be employed against 
metaphysicians ; and . that whenever you do not 
understand them, nobody else does, no not those 
who write them. 

I know you are inquisitive about the health of ^ 
tiie poor woman who inhabits this place ; it is 
tolerable, better than it has been some years^ • 
Come and see her; you shall be nursed, fondled, 
and humoured. She desires you to accept this 
assurance, with her humble service. Your horses 
shall be grazed in summer, and fothered in winter ; 
and you and your man shall have meat, drink, 
and lodging. Washing I cannot afford, Mr. 
Dean i. for I am grown saving, thanks to yqur 
sermon about frugality. 



FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN. 

DRAYtON, JULY 19, 1732. 

1 BELIEVE you will not jvonder at my long si- 
lencei when I tell you, that Mrs. Floyd came ill 
here, but she kept pretty much to herself; and ever 
since she has been here, till within these two or 
three days, I have had no hopes of her life^ You 

* '' Alciphron 5 or The Minute Plulosopher.- B. 
^t " ]Rev^tioa exanuned with. Candour.*' B. 

may 
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may easily guess whut I must have stiffered for a wil 
long tried^ prudent, useful, s^eeable qoiiipatiioti 
and friend. And God knows^ she is no^ excess 
sively weak, and mends but slowly : howevor, I 
have now great hopefs, and I am Very good at be-' 
lieving what I heartily wish. As I daife say foM^ 
will be concerned for her, you may Want to know" 
her illness, but that is more than I can tell you^ 
She has fended herself in a consum|ition a griBiat 
while : but though she has had the iliost dreadful 
cough I ever heard in my life, all the doctors said; 
it was not that ; but none of them did say What it 
was. TThe doctor here, who is an extraordinary 
good one^ (but lives fourteen long, long miles off) 
has lately been left ten thousand pounds^ and now 
hates his business ; he says^ it is a sharp hutnour" 
that falls . Upon her nerves, sometimes on her sto- 
mach and bowels ; aiid indeed what he has given 
her, has, to appearance, had much better effect 
than the millions of thiiigs she has been! forced to 
take. After this, you will not expect^ I should 
have followed your orders, and rid, for I have 
scarcely walked ; akhough I dare not be very much 
in her room, because she constrained herself to hide 
her illness from me. 

The duke and duchess of Dorset have not been 
here yet, but I am in hopes they will sooiu I do 
not Idiow, whether you remember Mrs- Crowthcr, 
and Mrs. Acourt; they and Mr. Persode aije my 
company; but as I love my house fiill^ I expect 
more still ; and nty lady Suffolk talks of making 
me a short visit. I have been so fall of Mrs. Floyd, 
I had like to have forgot to tellyou^ that I am such 
a dundeirhead^ that I really do not know what mf 

sister 



iistet Pen*s age was ; but I think, she cotQd liot be 
above twelve years old. She was the nex* to me, 
but whether two or three yeats younger I have for-' 
got ; and what is more ridiculous, I do not exactly 
■know my own, for my mother and nurse used to 
differ upon that notable' point. And I am willing' 
to be a young lady still, so will not allow mvself to 
be more than forty-eight next birthday ; but if I 
make my letter any longer, perhaps you will wish 
I had never been born« So adieu, dear Dean^r 



TO MR. ALDERMAN BARBER*^ 

Mil. ALDERMAN, DUBLIN, JULY 22^ 1732* 

A HERE is a young gentleman of the clergy here, 
for whom I have great regard- And I cannot but 

* Jdm Barber^ son of a barber in the (Aty of London^ was 
bred a printer^ in which business^ by a successful train of cir- 
cumstances, which brought him acquainted with Lord Bding* 
broke. Swift, Pope, and others of the most eminent writers of 
the age, he acquired considerable opulence. He added matly 
to his wealth by the South Sea scheme, which he had prudence 
enough to secure in time, and purchased an estate at East Sheen 
with part of his gains. In principles he was a Jacolxte ; and in 
his travels to Italy, whither he went for the recovery of his health, 
was introduced to the Pretender, which exposed him to some 
dangers on his return to England ; for immediately on his arrival 
he was taken into custody by a king*s messenger ; but was re* 
leased without punishment. He was elected alderman of Castle 
Baynard ward 1722 ; sheriff 17S0; and in 1732-3 lord mayor of 
London. IXuring his mayoralQr it hsqppened that the scheme of a 
general excise was brought forward; by his active opposition to 
m^by he lu^quiied^ for a time, a consUterable degree of po^Ja- 

tor. 
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wish this young gentleman (for whose kaming and 
oratory in the pulpit I will engage) might have the 
honour t6 be your chaplain in your mayordty. Hisf 
name is Matthew Pillangton ; he is some years un- 
der thirty, but has more wit, sensef, and discretion^ 
than any of your London parsons ten years above 
his age. He has a great longing to see Ei^land,- 
and appear in the presence of Mr. Pope, Mr. Gay/ 
and others, in which I will venture to befriend him. 
You are not to tell me of prior engagements ; be-' 
cause I have some title, as an old acquaintance, to 
expect a fevour from you. Therefore pray let me 
know immediately that you have complied with my 
request before you had read half my letter*. I 
expect your answer, to my satisfactioh, «tdd the' 
happiness of the young gentleman ; and am, with 
great sincerity, • 

Your most obedient servant, 

JfON; SWIFT. 

tity^ though he is accused of procuring clandestine^ from Mr. 
BoswOrth, the city chainberlain^ the documents which enabled 
him to make so conspialous a figure on that oCcaision. Amon^ 
the aldermaii*s ptiblic actions^ it should be mentioned^ that he 
put up a monument to Sutler^ in Westminster Abbey, fiy Yak 
will, dated Dec. 28, 1740, he desired that his body might be bu- 
ried at Mort&ike^ as near as possible to the ground which he haa 
pven to enktge the chureh yard. He bequeathed SOOl. tp Lori 
Bolingbroke, 2001. to Deah Swift, and 1061. to Mt. Pap^ j and'^ 
dying a few days afterwards, was buried pursuant to his request* 
See his epitaph in LysOns* Environs of London, vol. I. p. 37^. N. 
* This letter was s^nt to Mjts, Barber the poetess and Mr. De- 
lany, who were then in Londoti, to be delivered hf the^ t6 the 
alderman 3 but they never delivered it, out of a desfkt, as watf 
supposed^ to prevent the recommendation froni i$ucceeding : and 
the Dean was under the necessity of writing a second letter to thtf 
«une purpose, which secured (he piace to Mr. Rlkuigton. N.' 
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P. 1^. You need not be afraid of Mr. Pilkingfoh** 
hanging upon you ; for he has some fortune of his 
own, and somewhat in the church ; but he would 
be glad to see England, and be more known to those 
who will esteem him, and may raise him. 



FROM MR. GAY AND THE DUCHESS OF 

QUEENSBERRY. 

■*" 

PEAR SIR, AMESBURY, JULY 24, 1782, 

As the circumstances of our money affairs are al- 
tered, I think myself obliged to acquaint you with 
them as soon as I can ; which, if I had not received 
your letter last post, I should have done now. I 
left your two South Sea bonds, and four of my own, 
in Mr. Hoare's hands, when I came out of town, 
that he might receive the interest for us, when due ; 
or, if you should want your money, that you might 
receive it upon your order. Since I came out of 
town, the South Sea company have come to a reso- 
lution to pay off 50 per cent of their bonds, with the 
interest of the 50 per cent to Michaelmas next. So 
that there is now half of our fortunes in Mr. Hoare's 
hands at present, without any intVest going on. 
As you seem to be inclined to have your money re- 
mitted to Ireland, I will not lay out the sum that is 
• paid into his hands in any other thing, till I have 
your orders. I cannot tell what to do with my 
own. I believe I shall see Mr, Hoare in this 
country very soon ; for he has a house not above six; 
imles from us, and I intend to advise with him ; 
\QL.xih Bb though 
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^ough in the present situation of affairs^ I -expect 
to be left to tfcke my own way. The remaining 50 
per cent, were it to be sold at present, bears a pre- 
mium; but the premium on the 50 that was paid is 
sunk. I do not know whether I write intelligibly 
upon the subject. I cannot send you th? particu- 
lars of your account, though I know I am in debt to 
you for interest, beside the principal ; and you will 
understand so much of what I intend to inform you, 
that half of your money is now in Mr. Hoare's 
hands without any interest. So since I cannot send 
you the particulars of your account, I will now say 
no more about it. 

I shall finish the work I intended, this summer ; 
T)ut I look upon the success in every respect to be 
precarious. You judge very right of my present 
situation, that I cannot propose to succeed by fa- 
vour ; and I do not think, if I could flatter myself 
that I had any degree of merit, much could be ex- 
pected from that unfashionable pretension. 

I have almost done every thing I proposed in the 
way of Fables ; but have not set the last hand to 
them. Though they will not amount to half the 
number, I believe they will make much such ano- 
ther volume as the last. I find it the most difficult 
task 1 ever undertook ; but have determined to ga 
through with it ; and, after this, I believe I shall 
nevfjr have coui:age enough to think «Lny more in 
this way. Last post I had a letter from Mr. Pppei 
who informs me he has heard from you ; and that 
he is preparing some scattered things of yours aijd 
his for the press. I believe I shall not see him till 
the winter ; for, by riding and walking, I am en- 
fldivouring to. lay in a stock of health, to squander 

in 
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iti the town. You see, in this respect, my scheme 
is very like the country gentlemen in regard to 
their revenues. As to my eating and drinking, I 
live as when you knew me ; so that in that point 
we shall agi'ee very well in living together ; and the 
duchess will answer for me, that I am cured of in- 
attention ; for I never forget any thing she says to 

me * For he never hears what I say, so cannot 

forget. If I served him the same way, I should 
not care a farthing ever to be better acquainted with 
my Tunbridge acquaintance, whom, by attention 
to him, I have learned to set my heart upon. I 
began to give over all hopes, and from thence began 
my neglect. I think this a very philosophical rea- 
son, though there might be another given. When 
fine ladies are in London, it is very genteel and al- • 
lowable to foi^t their best friends ; which, if I 
thought modestly of myself must needs be you, 
because you know little of me. Till you do more, 
pray do not persuade Mr. Gay, that he is disci-eet 
enough to live alone; for I do assure you he is not,, 
nor I either. We are of great use to one another ; 
for we never flatter or contradict, but when it is 
absolutely necessary, and then we do it to some 
purpose ; particularly the first agrees mightily with 
our constitutions. If ever we quarrel, it wiU be 
about a piece of bread and butter ; for some body is 
nerer sick, except he eats too much of it. He will not 
quarrel with you for a glass or so ; for by that means 
he hopes to gulp down some of that forty millions of 
acliemes that hindered him from being good com- 
pany. I would fidn see you here, there is so fair a 
chance that one of us' must be pleased; perhaps 

* TbtduGh€flsherst»ke8uptlisiiitoftibie]im. N. 

9M2 V^> 
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toth, you, with ^n old acquaintance, and I with % 
new one: it is so well worth taking a journey for, 
that if the mountain will riot come to Mahomet, 
. Mahomet must go to the mountain. But before 
either of our journeys are settled, I desire you would 
resolve me one question — whether a man, who 
thinks himself well where he is, should look out for 
his house and servants before it is convenient, before 
he grows old, or before a person, with whom he 
lives, pulls him by the sleeve in private (according 
to oath) and tells him, that they have enough of 
his company ? He will not let me write one word 
more, but tliat I have a very great regard for 
you, ^x. 

The duke is very much yours, and will never 
leave you to your wine *. Many thanks for your 

drum 1 wish to receive your congratulations for 

the otlaer boy^ you may believe. 



p 



FROM MRS. C^SARf. 

AUG. 6, 1732. 

ERMIT me to congratulate you upon the return 
of Mrs. Barber, with thanks for pleasures enjoyed 
in her company ; for had she not come recommended 
by the Dean of St, Patrick's, likely I Jhad |iasse4 

. * When the Dean was with Mr. Pope at Twickenham^ lie used' 
to desert them soon after supper^ with^ *' Well, ^entlemaa, I 
leave you to your wine." N. , 

f Wife to the treasurer of the natVjr during knd Qxford*sadiDH. 
iHstration, in the reign of queen Anne. H, 
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her by unheeded, being apt to follow a good autkorj 
in shunning those of my own coat. But hold;' l 
, must look if it runs not from cotner to corner, 
which I more fear than length. For Pope says* 
though sometimes he finds too many letters' in my 
words, never too many words in my letters. * So 
with Mr. Caesar s, and my best wishes, thou worthy, 
Vrittyj honest Dean, adieu. 

M. ADELMAR C^SAK. ' 



FROM LADY WORSLEY*. 

SIR3 AUG. 6, 1732. . 

X FLATTER piyself, tliat if you had received 
my last letter, you would have favoured me with an 
answer ; therefore I take it for granted it is lost. 

I was so proud of your commands, and so fearful 
of being supplanted by my daughter, tliat I went 
to work immediately, that her box miglit not keep, 
her in your remembrance, while there was nothing 
to put you in n\\nd of an old friend, a^d humble 
servant. But Mrs. Barber's long stay here (who 
promised me to cojivey it to you) has macle m^ ap- 

* Endorsed^ '* Lady Wor9ley,^with a present of a w^iting-^;)OX■ 
. japanned by herself." This lady was Frances lady Worsley, wife* 
of sir Robert Worsley, bart. of Appulderconibe, in the Isle of 
Wight ', mother of lady Carteret, wife of John lord Carteret af- 
terwards earl Granville. — In Pope's epistle to Mr. Jervas is this 
couplet : 

There Chnrchill*^ race shaU other hearts surprize ^ 
And other Beauties envy Worsley*s eyes. * N, 
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pear very negligent. I doubt not but you think IM 
unworthy of the share (you once told me) I had in 
your heart. I am yet vain enough to think I deserve 
it better than all those flirting girls you coquet with* 
I will not yield (even) io dirty Patty, whom I was 
the most jealous of when you was last here. What 
if I am a great grandmother^ I can still distinguish 
your merit from all the rest of the world ; but it is 
not consistent with your good breeding to put one 
in mind of it ; therefore I am determined not to use 
xny interest with sir Robert for a living in the Isle of 
Wight, though nothing else could reconcile me to 
the place. But if I could make you archbishop of 
Canterbury, I should forget my resentments, for 
the sake' of the flock, who very much want a careful 
shepherd. Are we to have the honour of seeing 
you, or not ? I have fresh hopes given me ; but I 
dare not please myself too much with them, lest I 
^ould be again disappointed. If I had it as much 
in my power, as my inclination, to serve Mrs. Bar* 
ber, she should not be kept thus long attending; 
but I hope her next voyage may prove more success- 
iul. She is just come in, and tells me you have 
q>rained your foot, which will prevent your journey 
till next summer ; but assure yourself the Bath is 
the only infallible cure for such an accident. If yon 
have any regard remaining for me, you will show it 
by taking my advice ; if not, I will endeavour to 
fefget you, if I can. But, till that doubt is cleared 
I an as much as ever, the Dean's 

Qoedient hunaUe aervant) 

F. WORSLEy. 
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TO ALDERMAN BARBER. 

DUBLIN, AUGUST 10, 1 732. • 
MR. ALDERMAN, 

JL AM very angry with my friend doctor Delany> 
for not applying to you sooner, as I desired him, in 
favour of Mr. Matthew Pilkington, a young clergy-^ 
man here, who has a great ambition to have -the 
honour of being your chaplain in your mayoralty. 
I waited for the doctor's answer before I could write 
to you, and it came but last night. He tells me 
you have been so very kind as to give him a promise 
upon my request; I will therefore tell my story. 
This gentleman was brought to me by the doctor 
about four years ago, and I found- him so modest a 
young man, so good a scholar and preacher, and of 
so hopeful a genius, and grew still better upon my 
hands the more I knew him, that I have been seek- 
"fng all opportunities to do him some real service ; 
from no other motive in the world, but the esteem 
. I had of his worth. And I hope you know me long 
enough to believe me capable of acting as I ought to 
do in such a case, however contrary it may be to th^ 
present practice of the world. He has a great long- 
ing to see England, and appear in the presence of 
Mr. Po]pe, Mr. Gay, doctor Arbuthnot, and some 
other of my friends, wherein I will assist him with 
toy recommendations. He is no relation or depend- 
ant of mine. I am not putting you upon a job, but 
to encourage a young man of merit upon his own 
account as well as mine. He wi)l be ne burden 



37^ EPISTOLARY CORIUESPOKPJBKeB: 

Upon you, for he has some fortune of his own, and 
will have a much better from his father ; and has 
also a convenient establishment in a church in this 
city. 

Mr. Pilkington will be ready to attend you upon 
your command, and I wish he may go as soon as 
possible, that he may have a few weeks to prepare 
him for his business, by seeing the Tower, the 
Monument, and Westminster Abbey, and haw 
done staring in the streets. 

I am so entirely out of the world, that I cannot 
promise a hope ei/er to requite your favour, other- 
wise than with hearty thanks for conferring this ob* 
ligation upon me. And I shall ever remain, with 
true esteem, your mo^t obedient, and obliged hum^ 
hie servant, 

JON. SWIFT. 



TO MR. GAY AND THE DUCHES^ QF 

QUE^eNSBERRY, 

PUBLIC, AUa. 12, 1732. 

X KNOW not what to say to the account of your 
^wardship, and it is monstrous to me that the 
South Sea * should pay half their debts at one clap* 

* Gay, as well as his friend Pope^ ventured some money in 
this' &moxis South Sea scheme. And there was a print by Ho- 
gaxih, representing Pope putting one of his hands int6 thf 
pocket of ^ large fat personage^ wlp^ wore a hornbook at his 
girdle/ designed for the figure of Gay ; and the hornbook had 
xeljmnce to his FabWi '?rn(t^ea. for the young duke of CUmbes^- 

land. 



EPISTOLARY CORRJE^PONDSNCX. 377 

But I will send for the money when Jfou put me into 
the way, for I ^hall want it here, my affairs bedng 
in a bad condition by the miseries of the kingdom^ 
and ray own private fortune being wholly embroiled, 
and worse than ever; so that I shall soon petitiou 
the duchesS;, as an object of charity, to lend me 
three or four thousand pounds to keep up my digni-> 
ty. My one hundred pound will buy me six hc^s* 
heads of wine, which will support me a year ; provi- 
SOB frugis, in anmtm copia. Horace desired no 
more ; for I will construe frugis to be wine. You 
are young enough to get some lucky hint which 
must come by chance, and it shall be a thing of 
importance, quod et hunc in anniun vivat et in 
plures^ and you shall not finish it in haste, and it 
shall be diverting, and usefully satirical, and the 
duphess shall be your critic ; and between you and 
me, I do not find she will grow weary of you till 
this time seven years. I had lately an offer to 
change for an English living, which is just too short 
by ^OOl. a year, and that must be made up out of 
the duchess's pinmoney before I can consent. I 
want to be minister of Amesbury, Dawley, Twick- 
enham, Riskins, and prebendary of Westminster, 
else I will not stir a step, but content myself with 
paaking the duchess miserable three months next 
siunmer. But I keep ill company: I mean the 

lM;id. To such subjects, it is to be wished, that Hogarth had 
always confii^ed the powers of his pencil. " His Sigismunda,'* 
says Mr. Walpole, *' is a maudlin stnunpet, just turned out of 
keeping, and with eyes red with rage and usquebaugh, tearing 
off the ornaments her lover ibpul given her. And as to his scene 
from Milton, Hell and Deatn have lost thdr terrors ; and Sin is 

divested of all powers of temptation." Dr. Warton. 

'-■.••»•»■ 
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duchess and you, who are both out of &vour ; and 
90 I find am I, by a few verses wherein Pope and 
you have your parts. You hear Dr. Delany has 
got a wife with 1600I. a year ; I, who am his gover- 
iior> cannot take one under two thousand ; I wish 
ytn would inquire of such a one in your neighbdnr* 
hood. See what it is to write godly books ! I pro- 
fess I envy you above all men in Ei^Iand; you 
want nothing but three thousand pounds more to 
keep you in plenty when your friends grow weaiy 
of yoq. To prevent which last evil at AmesbUiy 
yon must learn to domineer and be peevish, to find 
fault with their victuals and drink, to chide and 
chrect the servants, with some other lessons which 
I shall teach you, and always practised myself with 
success. I believe I formerly desired to know whe- 
ther the vicar of Amesbury can play at backgammon? 
pray ask him the question, and give him my ser- 
vice. 

MADAM, 

I was the most unwary creature in the world *, 
when against my oW maxims, I writ first to you 
upon your return to Tunbridge. I beg that this 
condescension of mine may go no farther, and that 
you will not pretend to make a precedent of it. I 
never knew any man cured of any inattentioQsi 

* One of the last, and most elegant compliments which this 
singQlar lady, after having been celebrated by so many former 
wits fufid poets, received, was from the amiable Mr. William 
Whitehead, in the third volume of his Works, p. 65 ; which com- 
pliment turns on the peculiar circumstance of her grace's having 
never changed her dress according U^ the &shlon, but retained 
that which bad been in vogue when sli^ was a yoimg beauty. 

Dr. Wabton. 

although 
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although the pretended causes were removed* 
When I was with Mr. Gay last in London, talking 
with him on some poetical subjectsyhe would answer^ 
^^ Well, I am determined not to accept the employ*- 
ment of gentleman usher :*' and of the same dispo^ 
sition were all my poetical friends, and if you can- 
not cure him> I utterly despair. — ^As to yourself, I 
will say to you (though comparisons be odious) 
what I said to the queen, th^t your quality should 
be never any motive of esteem to me : my compli- 
ment was then lost, but it will not be so to you. 
For I know you more by any one of your letters, 
than I could by six months conversing. Your pen, 
is always more natural and sincere and unaffected 
than your tongue; in writing you are too lazy to 
give yourself the trouble of acting a part, and have 
indeed acted so indiscreetly that I have you at mercy ; 
and although you should arrive to such a height of 
immorality as to deny your hand, yet, whenever I 
produce it, the world will unite in swearing thl| 
must come from you only. 

I will answer your question. Mr. Gay is not 
discreet enough to live alone, IJIt he is too discreet 
to live alone; and yet (unless you mend him) he 
will live alone; even in your grace's company. 
Your quarrelling with each other upon the subject 
of bread and butter, is the most usual thing in the 
world; parliaments, courts, cities, and kingdoms 
quarrel for no other cause ; from hence, and from 
hence only, arise all the quarrels between whig and 
tory ; between tly)se who are in the ministry, and 
those who are out ; between all pretenders to em- 
ployment in the cfai&ch, the law, and the army: 
even the common proverb teaches you this, when 

we 
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we say. It is none of my bread and butter, meaning 
it is no business of mine. Therefore I despair of 
any reconcilement between you till the affair of 
bread and butter be adjusted, wherein I would 
gladly be ^ mediator. If Mahomet should come 
to the mountain, how happy would an excellent 
lady be, who lives a few miles from this town ? As . 
I was telling of Mr. Gay's way of living at 
Amesbury, she offered fifty guineas to have you 
both at her house for one hour over a bottle of Bur- 
gundy, which w^e were then drinking. To your 
question, I answer that your grace should puH me 
by the sleeve till you tore it off, and when you said 
you were weary of me, I would pretend to be deaf, 
and think (according to another proverb) that you 
tore my clothes to keep me from going*. 1 never 
will believe one word you say of my lord duke, un- 
less I see three or four lines in his own hand at the 
bottom of yours. I have a concern in the whole 
family, and Mr. (xay niust give me a particular 
account of every branch, for I am not ashamed of 
you though you be duke and duchess, though I have 
been of others who ite, &c. and I do not doubt but 
even your own servants love you, even down to your 
postillions ; and when I come to Amesbury, before 
I see your grace, I will have an hour's conversation 
with the vicar, who will tell me how familiarly you 

* In the same style of cotcrtship, wbieh Pope frequently used 
when he wished to gain particular notice from the great. In a 
letter to Dr. Sheridan, in 171 9, we trace the same mode of oblique 
advices, with the language of affected pride : '^ I would present 
»y humble services to lady Mountcashri, but truly I thought she 
would have made advances to l^ve been acquainted with me^ ai 
ihe pretended.* Bowles. 

talk 
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talk to goody DobsoH and all the neighbours, as if 
you were their equal, and that you were godmother 
to her son Jackv. 

I am, and shall be ever, with the greatest respect. 

Your grace's most obedient^ &xv. 



FROM MR. POPE TO MR. MOTTE *. 



SIR, » AUG. Iff, 173^. 

Jlj. AD I liad y* least thought you w** have now de- 
3ired what you before so deliberately refused, I w** 
certainly have preferr'd you to any other bookseller. 
All I c^ now do was to speak to Mr. Gilliver, 
as you requested, to give you the share you w^ have 
in y® property, and to set aside my obligation and 
covenant with him so far, to gratify the Dean and 
yourself. You cannot object, I think, with any 
reason to the terms which he pays, and which at 
thq first word he agreed to. 
I am, Sir, 

Your friend and servant, a 

A. POPE. 

* From the oiigihal, in tlie po^se^sion of J. N, 
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MR. PILKINGTON TO MR. BOWYER. 



I 



SIR, DUBLIN, AUG. IJ, 1732» 

RECEIVED your last letter, with the note to Mn 
North. I am extremely obliged to you for the fiivoui* 
of such a present, and shall be glad to have an op- 
portunity to express my gratitude to you. 

I would send with this letter two or three of those 
papers which I design for your volume, but the 
Dean is reading them over, to try if there be any al- 
teration requisite in any of them. I showed him 
your note to Mr. North ; and I believe he was at 
least as much pleased as the person who was to re- 
ceive it* We have thoughts of preparing a prefece 
to your edition, in the name of the editor. Let me 
know -whether I shall send the pamphliets by post, 
and whether you have the Journal of a Dublin Lady, 
the Ballad on the English Dean, and Rochford*s 
Journal, because you shall have the copies sent to 
you, and tlie property effectually secured. I men- 
tioned your request to the Dean ; and I shall get you 
the right of printing the proposal for Eating Children* 
I mentioned the alteration of the titles ; and he thinks 
it will be most proper to give them both the Irish 
and English titles ; for instance, * the Soldier and the 
Scholar, or Hamilton's Bawn, &c. I have some 
hope of being able to send all these in about a week 
or fortnight's time ; and shall venture to send them 
by post, though it will be expensive. The J>ean, 
jays, he thinks the assignment * as full as it is pos- 

* See this assigoment in the general Pjreface to vol. I. N. 

sible 
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sible for him to write ; but that hf will comply with 
any alterations we think proper. I shall |kpect to 
hear from you as soon as possible ; because I have 
some schemes to transact, which probably I shall 
acquaint you with in my next letter, 
lam, sir. 

Your most obliged servant, 

matt: pilkington. 



PROM THE EARL OF PETERBOROW 

TO MR. POPE, 



I AM 



173^. 
under the greatest impatience to see Dn 
Swift at Bevis-Mount *, and must signify my mind 
to him by another hand : it not being permitted me 
to hold con-espondence with the said Dean, for uq 
letter of mine can come to his hands. 

And whereas it is apparent in this protestant land, 
most especially under the care of Divine Providence 
that nothing can succeed or come to a happy issue 
without bribery ; therefore let me know what he ex* 
pects, to comply with my desires, and it shall be rer 
mitted unto him. 

f 

* llus year Lord Peterborow and Pope paid a visit from Souths 
am]^tooi to Winchester-college, and gave prizes to the scholara 
for the best copy of verses that should be written on a subject 
proposed to them by Pope himself— The campaign of Valentia.— 
ITie prizes were sets of PineV Horace. Hampton, the excellent 
translator of Polybius, at that time very young, gained one of 
these prizes ; Mr. Whitehead, another. Warton. 

For, 
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For, though I ijroulcl not corrupt any man for the 
whole ^rld, yet a benevolence may be given with- 
out any offence to conscience : every one must con- 
fess tliat gratification and corruption are two distinct 
terms ; nay at worst many good men hold, that, for 
a good end, some very naughty measures may be 
made use of. 

But, sir, I must give you some good news in re* 
lation to myself, because I know you wish me well : 
I am cured of some diseases in my old age> which 
tormented me very much in my youth. 

I was possessed with violent and uneasy passions, 
such as a peevish concern for truth *, and a saucy 
love for my country. 

When a Christian priest preached against the spi- 
rit of the Gospel, when an English judge determined 
against Magna Charta, when the minister acted 
against common sense, I used to fret. 

Now, sir> let what will happen, I keep myself In 
temper. As I have no flattering hopes, so I banish 
all useless fears : but as to the things of this world, 
I find myself in a condition beyond expectation ; it 
being evident, from a late parliamentary inquiryj 
that I hs^ve as much ready money, as much in the 
funds, and as great a personal estate, as sir Robert 
Sutton "f-. 

* As may be seen from his transactions \vith Fenwkk in 
1696-7. Warburton. 

f He was expeUed the House of Commons for being c<mcenied 
in the Giaritable Corporation, which lent money to poor peoplt 
on pledges. See very ample accomits of the whole traoMCt^ 
in the periodical publications of 1732 and 1733. N. 

If 
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If the Translator of Homer fin^^ fault with this un- 
heroic disposition, or (what I more fear) if the Drapier 
of Ireland accuse ^he Englishman of want of spirit ; I 
silence you both with one line out of your ow© 
Horace, 

Q^id te exemptajuvat spinis ^ plitrihus %ina ? 
for I take tlie whole to be so corrupted^ that a cure 
in any part would but little avail. 

Yours, &c* 



1 



TO THE EARL OF PETERBOROW. 

MY LORD, [about 1/32.] 

NEVER knew or Jieard of any person so volatile 
and so fixed as your lordship : you, while your ima- 
gination is carrying you through every comer of the 
worljd, where you have or have not been, can at the 
same, time remember to do offices of favour and kindf* 
ness to the meanest of your friends ; and, in all the 
scenes you have passed, have not been able to attain; 
that one quality peculiar to a great man, of forgetting; 
every thing but injuries. Of this I am a living wit- 
ness against you ; for, being the most insignificant 
of all your old humble servtots, you were so cruel as 
never to give me time to ask a favour ; but prevented 
me in doing whatever you thought I desired, or 
could be for my credit or advantage. " 

1 have often admired at the capriciousness of For- 
tune in regard to your Lordship *. She hath forced 

* After his glorioiis successes in Spain, he was appointed 
Ambassador Extraordinaiy, with full powers tov adjusting a& 
V0L.;X1I. CC TMMWk 
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courts to act againrt their oldest and most constant 
liiaxims ; to make you a general because you had 
courage and conduct ; an ambassador because you 
had wisdom and knowledge in the interests of Eu- 
rope ; and an admiral on account of your skill in 
iparitime ai&irs: whereas^ according to the usual 
method of court proceedings^ I should have been at 
the head of the army, and you of the church, or ra- 
ther a curate under the dean of St. Patrick'*s. 

The archbishop of Dublin laments that he did not 
see your lordship till he was just upon the point of 
leaving the Bath : I pray God you may have found 
success in that journey ; else I shall continue to think 
there is a fatality in all your lordship's undertakings, 
which only terminate in your own honour, and the 
good of the publick, without the least advants^ ta 
your health or fortune. 

I remember lord Oxford's ministry used to tell me, 
^ That, not knowing where to write to you, they 
*f were forced to write at you." It is so with me t 
for you are in one thing an evangelical man, that 
*i you know not wliere to lay your head ;** and I 
think you have no house. Pray, my lord, write to 
i»e, that I may have the pleasure, in this scoundrel 
country, of going about, and showing my dependir^ 
parsons a letter from the earl of Peterborow \. 

I am, &c. 

JON. SWIFT. 

ixlatters of state j but was hastily recalled, when he appealed to Rff- 
liament, and afterwards had the thanks of the House of Lorcb for 
''-the. many great and emment services he had performed."—- 1 
suppose Swift calls him '' an Admiral," because he was appoinled' 
General of the Marine Forces by George- 1, and was continued 
m that commission by George II. Bowles. 
■^ XotWng ca» tooy^. c\e^\^ evince Swift'5 spteep,' aQdmor-" 
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FROM MR. ALDERMAN BAR]KE». 

S»^ LONDOKy AUG. 24? 1732 

JL WISH Dr. Dekny had complied with yovit 
quest sooner, in acquainting me with your intentiotis^ 
in favour of Mr. Pilkington. I could have been 
glad also, that he had acquainted you, as I desired 
him, with the particulars how I stood circumstantiated 
in relation to the chaplain ; for I fatter myself that 
your usual good nature would have induced you to 
comply with my request, in writing a letter to me, in 
an authoritative way, in your recommendation of 
Mr. Pilkington ; which would have given me a good 
excuse for my refusing a gentleman, whom my de- 
puty and common councilmen had recommended to 
me above sbc months ago. 

Another accident happened in this affair, by the 
doctor's not receiving a letter I sent him, which, by 
mistake, came not to his hands (though at home) 
until many hours after my man had left it at his 
lodgings ; which letter, had he seen in time, would 
have prevented some little difficulties I lie under in 
this afiair^ and which I must get over as well as I 
can. For, sir, when I reflect on the many obliga* 
tion^ I have to you, which I shall ever' acknowledge, 
I am glad of any occasion to shew my gratitude ; and 
do hereby, at your request, make Mr. Pilkington 

tiSttd vtaity, than this discontented Letter. After indecent and 
iU-ftaodfid reflections on the reigning powers, he reverts^ like 
an empty boaster, to the times, " when he rememhers Lord 
(Mord*s ministry und to tM kirns** and ha co^slvdis vfiih insult 
oa bis iip€n^intpQnw$. Bowlss. 

C C 2 ^^ 
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my chaplam, when mayor. I wish it may answer 
his expectations : for the profits are not above one 
hundred and twenty pounds^ if so much^ m i ^m 
told. He constantly dines with the mayor ; but I 
am afraid cannot lie in the hall, the rooms being all 
of state. For your sake I will shew him all the civi- 
lities I can. You will recommend him to Jo. (Dr.,^ 
I mean) Trapp. The mayor's day is the 30th ofOc- 
tober ; so that he may take his own time. 

It would add very much to my felicity, if your 
health would permit you to come over in the spring, 
and see a pageant of your own making. Had you . 
been here now, I am persuaded you would have put 
me to an additional expense, by having a raree show 
(or pageant) as of old, on the lord mayor s day. Mr. 
Pope and I were thinking of having a large machine 
carried through the city, with a printing press, au- 
thor, publishers, hawkers, devils, &c., and a sati- 
rical poem printed and thrown from the press to the 
mob, in public view, but not to give offence ; but 
your absence spoils that design. 

Pray God preserve you long, very long, for the 
good of your country, and tlie joy and satisfaction of 
your friends ; among whom I take the liberty to sub- 
•rrfbe myself, with great sincerity^ sir, 
. Yonr most obedient and most humble servant, 

J. BARBJ^k; 



* * .w ■. 
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MR. PILKINGTON TO MR. BOWYER. I 

$lk, AUGUST 28, 1732. 

Jl have sent you some of the pamphlets I pro- 
mised, in as large ^ parcel as I cou]d venture. The 
Dean has, with his own hand, made some alterations 
in some of them. I will by next post, or next but 
one,, send you another pamphlet at least, and a new 
assignment from the Dean. He received a letter 
from Mr. Pope and Mr. Motte ; but neither have 
been of the least disadvantage to my request. I can- 
not say but I am proud of his friendship to me. 

I desire that you will insist upon your right by the 
assignment I formerly sent ; and let Mr. Motte show 
you any thing under the Dean s hand which will in- 
validate it ! Our affair is a point where the Dean^s 
honour is concerned : and that very consideration 
may convince you that your interests will be secured. 
You shall hear from me more paiticularly in a post 
or two. 

I send you a catalogue of some of those pieces 
wKich you are entitled to print; and if you would add 
uny of the Intelligencers, I can inform you which 
are the Dean's, and which not. 
* A catalogue of pieces which you are empowered 
to print, by the Dean's assignment: The Barrack. 
An Ode to Ireland, from Horace. A Libel on Dn 
Delany and Lord Carteret. To Dr. Delany, on 
the Libels against him. O'Rourk. The Dressing 
Room. The Defence of it. The Journal at Roch- 
ford's. The Thorn. City Cries. Project, Bishops' 
Lands. Oh Bishops' Leases?. Arguments against 



( 
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repealing the Test Act. Considerations en the Bi- 
shops' Bills. Vindication of Lord Carteret. Pro* 
posal for Eating Children. Poem on ^e English 
Dean. Journal of a Dublin Lady. 

MATT. PILKINGTON. 
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FROM MR. GAY AND THE DUCHESS OP 

QUEENSBERRY. 

DEAR SIR> AMESBU&Y^ AUG. 2$, 1?^^; 

IVLR. Hoare has a hundred and odd pounds of 
yours in his hands^ which you may have whenever 
you please to draw upon me for it. I know I am 
more indebted to you (I mean, beside the South Set 
bond of a hundred, that still subsists) ; but I cannot 
tell you exactly how your account stands till I go 
to town. I have money of my own too in Mr, 
Hoare's hands, which I know not at present how to. 
dispose of. I believe I shall leave it without interest 
till I go to town, and shall then be at the same loss 
how to dispone of it as now. I have an intention to 
get more money next winter ; but am prepared fo^ 
.disappointments, which I think it is very likely I shall 
meet witih; yet as you thin^ it convenient andne*' 
cessary that I should have more than I * bave^ you 
see I resolve to do what I can to oblige you. If my 
designs should not take effect^ I desire you will be 
as easy under it as I shall be ; for I find you so so» 
licitous aboi)t me, that you cannot bear my disap* 
pointments as well as I can. If I do not write intd^ 
to you^ it is because I would not have the 

clerks 
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clerks x>f the postoffice know every thing I am 
doing* If you would come here this summer, you 
might, with me, have helped to have drunk up the 
duke's wine, and saved your money. I am growing 
so saving of late, that I very often reproach myself 
with being covetous; and I am very often afraid that 
I shall have the trouble of having money, and never 
.have the pleasure of making use of it. I wish you 
could live among us ; but not unless it could be tp^ 
your ease and satisfaction. You insist upon your 
being minister of Amesbury, Dawley, Twickenham, 
/Riskings, and prebendary of Westminster. For your 
being minister in those places, I cannot promise 
you; but I know you might have a good living 
in every one of them. Gambadoes I have rid in, 
and I think them a very fine and useful invention; 
but I have not made use of them since I left Devon- 
shire. I ride and walk every day to such excess, 
that I ctm afraid I shall take a surfeit of it. I am 
sure, if I am not better in health after it, it is not 
worth the pains. I say this, though I have this sea- 
son shot nineteen brace of partridges. I have very 
little acquaintance with our vicar; he- does not live 
among us, but resides in another parish. And I 
have not played at backgammon with any body since 
I came to Amesbury, but lady Harold, and lady 
Bateman. As Dr. Delany * has taken away a fortune 
from us, I expect to be recommended in Ireland. If 

* Dr. Delany married first Mrs. Tennison, and afterwards Mrs. 
Pendarves -, but not till a few years after the date of this letter. 
We have a letter with that lady's signature, September 2, 173S. 
Mr. Faulkner says, in 1735, ' she was married some years after ; 
' and she was a lady of the finest accomplishmonts and most uni- 
/ versal genius.' N. . . 

authors 
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-authors of godly books arc entitled to such fortunes, 
I desire you would recommend me as a moral one ; 
I mean, iii Ireland^ for that recommendation would 
not do in England. 

THE DUCHESS BEGINS. 

The duchess will not lend you two or three thou-^ 
sand pounds to keqp up your dignity, for reasons to 
Strada dal Poe ; but she had much rather give you 
that, or ten thousand pounds more, than lay it out in 
a fine petticoat to make herself respected. 

1 believe, for all you give Mr, Gay much advice, 
that you are a very indiscreet person yourself, or else 
you would come here to take care of your own 
affairs ; and not be so indiscreet as to send for your 
money over to a place where there is none. Mr. 
Gay is a very rich man ; for I really think he does 
not wish to be richer ; but he will, for he is doing 
what you bid him ; though, if it may not be allowed, 
he will acquire greater honour, and less trouble. 
His covetousness, at present, is for health, which 
he takes so much pains for, that he does not allow 
himself time to enjoy it. , Neither does he allow 
himself time to. be either absent or present. -When 
he began to be a sportsman, he had like to have 
killed a dog ; and now every day I expect he will 
kill himself, and then the bread and butter affair 
can never be brought before you. It is really an 
affair of too great consequence to be trusted in a 
letter ; therefore pray come on purpose to decide it 
If you do, you will not hear how familiar I am mti^ ' 
Goody Dobson; for I have seen Goody Dobson 
play at that with so ill a grace, that I was determined 

never 
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never to risk any thing so unbecoming. I am not 
beloved, neither do I love any creature, except a 
very .few, and tho&e, not for having any sort of 
merit, but only because it is my humour ; in thii 
rank, Mr. Gay stands first, and yourself next, if 
you like to be respected upon th^se conditions. 
Now do you know me? He stands over me, and 
scolds me for spelling ill ; and is very peevish (and 
sleepy) that I do not give him up the pen 5 for he 
has yawned for it a thousand times. We both once 
^>eard a lady (who at that time we both thought 
well of) wish that she had the best living in England 
to give you.' It was not I ; but I do wish it with all 
my heart, if Mr. Gay does not hang out false lights 
for his friend. ♦ 

MR. GAY GOES ON HERE. 

I had forgot to tell you, that I very lately received 
, a letter from Twickenham, in which was this para- 
graph : '^ Motte, and another idle fellow, I find> 
have been writing to the Dean, to get him to give 
them some copyright, which surely he will be not 
so indiscreet as to do, when he knows my design, 
and has done these two months and more. Surely I 
should be a properer person to trust the distributioii 
of his works with, than a common bookseller. Here 
will be nothing but the ludicrous and little things ; 
none of the political, or any things of consequence, 
which are wholly at his own disposal. But, at any 
rate, it would be silly in him to give a copy right to 
any, which can only put the manner of pubhshing- 
them hereafter out of his own and his friends power, 
into that of mercenaries.'* 
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I really think this is a very useful pr0eautii>n^ con- 
sidering how you have been treated by these soft of 
. fellows. 

The duke is fast asleep^ or he would add a line^ 



\ 
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FROM SIR WILLIAM FOWNES ♦. 

DEAR SIR, ISLAND BRIDGE, SEPT. 9, 173^. 

xT has been the observation of travellers (as I have 
been frequently told) that in all the countries they 
have seen, they never met with fewer publick cha- 
ritable foundations than in this kingdom. 

Private charities, no doubt, will have their re- 
ward ; but publick are great incitements : and good 
examples often draw others on, though grudgingly ; 
and so a good work be done, no matter who are the 
workmen. 

When I was lord mayor, I saw some miserable lu- 
natics exposed to the hazard of others, as well as 
themselves. I had six strong cells made at the 
workhouse for the most outrageous, which were 
soon filled ; and by degrees, in a short time^ those 
few drew .upon us the solicitations of many, till by 
% the time the old corporation ceased, we had, in that 
house, forty and upward. The door being opened, 
interest soon made way to let in the foolish, and such 
like, as mad folks. These grew a needless charge 
upon us^ and had that course gone on, by this time, 

* Sec vol XI. p. 132. 

the 
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the house had been filled with such. The new cor- 
poration got rid of most of these by death, or the 
care of friends, and came to a resolution not to ad- 
mit any such for the future ; and the first denial 
was to a request of the earl of Kildare, which put st 
full stop to further applications. As I take it, there 
are at this time a number of objects which require 
assistance ; and probably many may be restored, if 
proper ^»re could be taken of them. There is no 
public place for their reception, nor private under- 
takers, us about London. Friends and relations here 
would pay the charge of their support and atten- 
dance, if there were a place for securing such lu^, 
natics. 

I own to you, I was for some time averse to our 
having a publick Bedkm, apprehending we should 
be overloaded with numbers under the name of 
mad. Nay, I was appirehensive our case would 
soon be like that in England ; wives and husband9 
trying who could first get the oth^r to Bedlam, 
Many, who were ne^t heirs to estates, would try 
their skill to render the possessor disordered, and 
get them confined, and soon rjin them into real 
madness. Such like consequences I dreiaded, and 
therefore have been silent on the subject till of 
late. Now I am convinced that regard should be 
had to those under such dismal circumstances ; and 
I have heard the primate and others express their 
concern for them ; and no doubt but very sufficient 
subscriptions may be had to set this needful work 
on foot. I should think it would be a pleasure to 
4ny one, that has any intention this way, to see 
something done in their lifetime, rather than leave 
it to the conduct of posterity, I would not consent 
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to the proceeding on such a work m the manner I 
have seen our poor-house, and Dr. Steven's hospi- 
tal, viz. to have so expensive a foundation laid, that 
sthe expense of the building should require such a 
sum, and so long a time to finish, as will take up 
half an age. 

My scheme for such an undertaking should be 
much to this effect : 

First, I would have a spot of ground fixed on, 
that should be in a good open air, free from the 
neighbourhood of houses; for the cries and ex- 
clamations of the outi'ageous would reach a great 
way, and ought not to disturb neighbours : which 
was what you did not think of, when you mentioned 
a spot in a close place, almost in the heart of the 
city. There are many places, in the outskirts of 
the city, I can name, very proper^ 

Next to the fixing of a proper spot, I would, when 
that is secured, (which should be a good space) have 
it well enclosed with a high wall, the cost of all 
which must be knowTi. Then I would have the 
cells at the Royal Hospital Infirmary, lately made 
for mad people^ b^ examined how convenient, and 
in all points they are adapted to the purpose, with 
the cost of these cells, which' I take to be six or 
eight. Then I would proceed to the very needfiil 
house for the master and the proper servants. Then 
another building, to which there should be a piazza 
for a stone gallery, for walking dry ; and out of 
that several lodging cells for such as are not out- 
rageous, but melancholy, &c. This may be of 
such a size that it may be enlarged, in length, or by 
a return ; and overhead the same sort of a gallerj'-, 
with little rooms or cells, opening the door^ into the 

gallery ; 
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gallery ; for, by intervals, the objects affected may 
be permitted to walk at times in the galleries. 
This is according to the custom of London. An- 
nexed to the master's house must be the kitchen 
and offices. 

This proceeding may be so contrived, as to be 
enlarged from time to time, as there shall be a fond 
and occasion to require additions. There is no ne- 
cessity for any plans or architects ; but any ordinary 
capacities may contrive thos6 enlargements. Per- 
haps there may a^ppear some w^eil-disposed persons 
who will say, they will make this enlargement, and 
so others, and, by such helps, they may be suffi- 
ciently done to answer all purposes. 

It comes just now into my head, that there i6 a 
very proper spot *, which I think the chapter of St. 
Patrick let to one Lee, a bricklayer, or builder. It 
lies back t)f Aungier street east, comes out of York 
street, down a place called the Dunghill, runs down 
to the end of King-street, facing William-street ; at 
the north-end of which some alms houses are built 
by Dowling and others. Also there stands, to the 
froijit of the street, a large stone bnilding, called an 
alms house, made by Mrs. Mercer ; though by the 
by, I hear she is weary of her project, and doe;? 
little in supplying that house, or endowing it. Per- 
haps the ground may be easily come at from Lee's 
heirs ; , and, by your application, I know not but 
Mrs. Mercer may give her house up to promote so 
good a work. This will go a good way, and being 

♦ The ground here mentioned by Sir WiUiain Fownes, doefi not 
bdoBg to the dean and chapter of St. Patrick, tat to the corpora* 
tiqa of vicfURi choral in tlxat cathedral. F« 

followed 
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followed by subscriptions, a great and speedy pro-* 
gress may be made, in which I will readily join my 
interest and labour. If that spot fail, we will pitch 
upon another. Whatsoever may be your future in- 
tentions, do not deny me the consideration of the 
good your appearance and help may now do. I 
would not make a step in this affair, if it shall not be 
i^eed, that all matters, which require the consent 
by votes, shall be determined by the method of a 
balloting box, that no great folks, or their speeches, 
should cany what they please, by their method of 
scoi^ng upon paper, and seeing who marks, &c. too 
much practised. 

If there be nothing in this paper worth your at- 
tention, you know how to dispose of it. You have 
the thoughts of your assured humble servant^ 

W. FOWNES. 



THE PROPOSAL. 

I.. That an hospital, called Bedlam, be built in the 
<3ty of Dublin, or liberties, for the reception of lu- 
natics from any parts of the kingdom. 

II. In order to promote so good a work, subscrip- 
tions to be taken in Dublin, and in every city ojxd 
town in the kingdom ; and that the chief magistrate 
of each place be desired to r^mmend the subscrip- 
tion-paper sent to him for ih^t purpose. 

III. That when public notice is given in print,' 
tibat ground is ^cured for building the hospital of 
Bedlam, the subscription be collected, and sent to 
Dublin, and paid into the hands of (Queiy, Mn 

Thorn, 
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Thorn, steward to the ^lue^-doat hospital^ a very 
J^roper -person ?) - 

IV. That, upon n9tice given by Mr. Thorn, that 
he has received 206L a meeting shall be held of all 
subscribers who happen to be in Dublin, at a proper 
time and place. 

V. Such persons as subscribe 5/. or upwards, to 
have a vote at such a meeting. 

VI. That Mr. Thorn, giving security, be con- 
tinued to receive and pay out the money subscribed 
for one year, and be allowed only six-pence per 
pound, for receiving arid paying. 

VII. That the monev first laid out shall be lor 
the building of six or eight strong cells, for outrage- 
ous lunatics to be confined in, and after the form 
of those made at the infirmary of the Royal ' 
Hospital. 

VIII. That the college of physicians be desired to 
contribute to this good work, by appointing two or 
three of their body to be present at the first meeting, 
and to give their opinion as to the conveniency of 
the cells, what boilers are proper to be set up in a 
kitchen, and what food is proper to be provided for 
such lunatics. 

IX. That near the cells be made a kitchen, small 
at first, and in such manner as capable to be en* 
larged. That over this kitchen be a middle room^^ 
and over it a garret, to lodge the cook-maid, and one 
other maid. 

X. That adjoining the kitchen may be made one 
room, of 18 feet by 18, which may serve for Mn 
Thorn to attend in, and where the doctors, or any " 
subscribers, may meet on occasion. And over this 

rooto 
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room another, to serve for a rtore-room : and a gaf» 
ret to lodge a porter or two, that must attend tht 
lunatics. 

XI « That thea€^ buildings be made plain axuL 
strong, with as little cost as can be« 

XII. That the charge of these be computed sepa* 
rate, and of the inside necessaries ; so that the work 
may go on as fast as the subscription-fund can be 
go n. 

XIII. That the subscribers, at the first meeting, 
do elect seven of their number, such as are know- 
ing in carrying on of the work, and wilUng to at- 
tend at needful times. That any three or more, at 
any meeting at the hospital, may give directions 
for proceeding on the buildings agreed upon to be 
made at the lirst meeting of the subscribers; at 
which first meeting a second meeting may be 
agreed upon, and so from time to time. 

The walling-in of the piece of ground intended 
for this use may go on as the fund will bear, with-* 
out obstructing the first useful buildings. And ^ 
whereas there are lunatics of several kinds, as the 
melancholy, &c. and some that are unruly by fits, 
a building must be designed for this sort ; the floors 
not lofty, but made sufficiently airy, twenty fiaet 
wide, whereof ten for a gallery, and ten for lodges ; 
each lodge eight or ten feet broad. 

As there is a fund * * * * 

..." ■ ■ ■ / 

D£AR SIR, . 

Herewith you have my thoughts of the afiair you 
mentioned to me. I wish I could prevail on you to • 
patronize it, and lay down your own scheme. I 
am most confident it cannot fail going on briskly. 

You 
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Vou have friends aod interest enough to set it 
a-going, although there may be some grandees 
Would rather other hands had the conduct of it ; 
yet the work speaks so much for itself, . they, must 
be ashamed not to contribute^ much more to ob^ 
struct iU 

In the paper called The Proposal, t have con- 
sidered the privatest and least expensive way of 
going to work, avoided public forms, and grandees 
interposing. Tom Thorn by chance I thought 
upon for that reason, and for preventing jobbs^ 
^c* Do what you please with my papers. I am 
just ditto. 



s 
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TO MR. ALDERMAN BARBER* 

Dt;BLIK> SEFtEMBEA 1 1^ IJS^* 
MY LdRb ftLECT, 

ANTICIPATE your title, because perhaps it 
ttiay be 3rour due before your chaplain, Mr* Pil- 
kington, can attend you. And, besides, I have a 
mind to be the first person who gives it to yt)U* 
And, first, I heartily acknowledge your goodness 
in favouring a young gentleman who has well an- 
swered all the recommendations tliat have been 
given me of him, and I have some years watched 
all opportunities to do him a good office, but none 
of the few things in my own gift that would be 
proper for him have fellen in my way since I knew 

VOL. Kiu D D him ; 
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him ; and power with others, ydu know, or may 
believe, I have none. I value Mr. Pilkington as 
much fo^ his modesty, as his learning and sense, or 
any good quality he has. And it would be hard^ 
after your sending us over so many worthless bi- 
shops, all bedangled with their pert illiterate rela- 
tions and flatterers, if you would not suffer us to 
lend you, at least for one 5''ear, one sample of mo- 
desty, virtue, and good sense ; and I am glad it 
falls to your lordship to give the first precedent. I 
will write to Dr. Trapp in Mr. Pilkington s favour, 
but whether I have any credit vnth him I cannot 
tell, although, perhaps, you will think, I may 
pretend to spme. It is. by my advice that Mr. Pil- 
kington goes over somewhat sooner ; for I woUld 
have him know a little. of your end of the town, 
and what he is to do ; but he will not give you any 
trouble or care till you please to command him, 
which I suppose will not be till you are settled in 
your office. 

Nothing but this cruel accident of a lameness 
could have hindered me from attending your cere- 
monial as a spectator, and I should have for- 
warded, to the utmost, Mr. Pope's scheme, for 
I never approved the omission of those shows. 
And I think I saw, in my youth, a lord mayors 
show with all that pomp, when sir Thomas Pil- 
kington *, of your chaplain's name and family, 
made his procession. 

I have advised your chaplain to send you this 






* Sir Gliomas Pilkington was lord mayor in three successive 
i^> y«ai?s- from, 1689 to 1691. N. . 

c . letter^ 
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letter, and not present' it, that you may be iii ni> 
pain about him, for he shall wait on you the next 
morning, when he has taken a lodging for himself^ 
till you come into your mayoralty. 

I cannot conclude without repeating my acknow- 
ledgments for your kind remembrance of me. We 
were both followers of the same court and the same 
cause, and exiles, after a sort, you a. voluntary one, 
and I a necessary; but you have outthrown me 
many a hundred bars lengths. I heartily wish the 
continuance of your good success., and am, with 
great truth. 

Your most constant frienct, 

and most obedient humble servant, 

JON. SWIFT. 



mtk 



FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN. 

L0K1>0N, NOV. 7, 1732. 

X SHOULD bave answered yours sooner, but that 
I every day expected another from you, with your 
brders to speak to the duke ; which I should with 
great pleasure have obeyed, as it was to serve a 
friend of yours. Mrs. Floyd is now, thank God, in 
as good health as I have seen her these many years, 
though she has still her winter cough hanging upon 
her ; but that, I fear, I must never expect she 
should be quite free from at this time of day. All 
my trouble with her now is, to make her drink 
wine enough according to the doctor's ord^Tj which 

DD 2 '^l \% 
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is not above three or four glasses, such as are com- 
monly filled at sober houses ; and that she makes 
so great a rout with^ and makes ^ many faces^ that 
there is nobody that did not know her perfectly 
well^ but would exttemely suspect she drank drams 
in private. / 

I am sorry to find our tastes so difierent in the 
same person ; and as every body has a natural par* 
tiality to their own opinion^ so it is surprisii^ to me 
to find lady Suffolk dwindled in yourS;, who rises 
infinitely in mine, the more and the longer I know 
her. But you say, ^^ you will say no more of courts, 
** for fear of growing angry ;** and indeed, I thinly 
you are so already, since you level all without 
knowing them, and seem to think, that, no one 
who belongs to a court can act right. I am sure 
this cannot be really and truly your sense, because 
it is unjust: and if it is, I shall suspect there is 
something of your old maxim in it (which I ever 
admired and found true) that yoa must; have of- 
fended them, because you do not forgive. I have 
been abwt a f6rtnight from Knowle, and shall next 
Thursday go there again for about three weeks, 
where I shall be ready and willing to receive your 
commands, who am most &ithfully and sincere^ 
yours. 
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FROM MR. GAY. 

BEAR SIR, NOV. Iff, 1732.*^ 

X AM at last come to London before the family, to 
follow my own inventions* In a week or fort^ht I 
expect the £tmily will follow me. You^m^iy .now 
draw upon me for your money, as soon as you 
please* I have some of my own too that Hes dead:; 
and I protest I do not know which way at present 
to dispose of it, every thing i^ so precariptid. I pai4 
Mrs* Launcelot 12 L and p^y myaelf the fiyeguir 
xieas you had of me, and have deducted ycAur loft 
by paying off one of the South Sea bonds: and | 
find I have remaining of yours 2llL 15f.. Qd.- ^Aq4 
J believe over and above that sum, 'th^r^ wHl b^ 
more owing to you upon acci)unt of ipt^rest on th^ 
bonds, about four or five , pounds. JV^r.^^oare hat 
done this for me, but I have not had tiaie tp ^1} 
upon him yet, so that I oamqiot .be more p»]fti(v^« 
An the money now lies in Mr. Hoare's bfu&d^, you 
fee it is ready on demand, i | beliey^ yoi]^ h»d best 
fpyf^ notice when you draw on me for it, thsKl may 
not be oii^t of the way. I have not as yet seen Mr« 
pope, but design in a day qf, two to^ go to him^ 
though I am in hopes of seeing him here to day or 
to-morrow. If my present project succeeds, you 
may expect a better account of my own fortune a 
little while after the holidays ; but I promise myself 
nothing, for I am determined, that neither any 
body else, or myself, shall disappoint me. I wish 
the arguments made use of to draw you here, were 
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every way of more consequence. I would not have 
you change one comfort of hfe for another. I wish 
you to keep every one of those you have ah-eady, 
with as many additional pnes as you like. When 
I sit down to consider on the choice bf any subject, 
to amuse myself by writing, I find I have a natural 
projpensity to write against vice, so that I do not 
expect much encouragement ; though I really think, 
in justice, I ought to be paid for stifling my own 
indination; but the great are ungrateful. Mr. 
Pu1teney*6 yxmng son has had the small pox, and is 
perfectly recovered. He is not in town, but is 
expected in about a week from the Bath. I must 
answer the letter you writ to the duchess and me, 
whten her »gra<ie comes to town ; for I know she in- 
tended to have a part in it. Why cannot you come 
tm6ng iift in' the b^inning of the new year ? The 
company will be then all in town, and the spring 
advancing upon us every day. What I mean by 
thft coiiipariy is, those who call themselves your 
fnends, and t believe are so. It is certain the par- 
liament will not meet tiU the middle of January. I 
have not been idle while I v^as in the country ; and 
I know your wishes in general, and in particular; 
that industry may always find its account. Believe 
me, as I am,, unchangeable iii'the regard^, love^ and 
esteem I have for you* 



/ 
I 
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FROM MR. POPE *. 

DEC. 5, 1732- 

It is not a time to complain that you have not 
Answered me two letters (in the last of which I was 
impatient under some fears). It is not now indeed 
a time to think of myself, when one of the nearest 
and longest ties I have ever had, is broken all on a 
gudden, by the unexpected death of poor Mr. Gay. 
An inflammatory fever hurried him out of this life 
in three days. He'^died last night at nine a clock, 
not deprived of his senses entirely at last, and pos- 
sessing them perfectly till within five hours. He 
asked of you a few hours before, when in acute tor- 
ment by the inflammation in his bowels and breast. 
His effects are in the duke of Queensberry's cus- 
tody. His sisters, we suppose, will be his heirs, 
who are two widows ; as yet it is not known whe- 
ther or no he left a will-— Good God ! how oftfen are 
>ve to die before we go quite off this stage ? in every 
friend we lose a part of ourselves, and the best part.' 
God keep those we have left ! few are.worth praying^ 
for, and one's self the least of all. » 

I shall never see you now I believe ; one of your 
principal calls to England is at an end. Indeed he 
was the most amiable by far, his. qualities were the 
gentlest, but I love you as well and as firmly, 

* " On my clear friend Mr. Gay's death : Received December 
15, but not read tiD the20th, by an impulse foreboding some 
misfortune," Tliis note is endorsed on the original letter in Dr. 
Swift's hand. Pope. 
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Would to God the man we have lost had not been 
80 amiable, nor so good ; but ths^t*s a wish for our 
own sakes, not for his. Sure if innocence, and in^^ 
tegrity can deserve happiness, it must be his. 
Adieu. I can add nothing to what you will feel, 
and diminish nothing from it. Yet write to me, 
and soon. Believe no man now living loves you 
Ibetter, I believe no man ever did, than 

A. POPE, 

Dr. Arbuthnot, whose humanit|r you know, 
heartily commends himself to you« AU possible 
diligence and affection has been shown, and con- 
tinued attendance on this melancholy occ^ion. 
Once more adieu, and write to one who is truly 
disconsolate* 

R S. BY DR. ARBUTHNOT* 

DEAR SIR, 

I am sorry that the renewal of our correspond^ 
ence should be upon such a melancholy occasion* 
Poor Mr. Gay died of an inflammation, and I be^ 
lieve at last a mortification, of the bowels ; it was 
the most precipitate case I ever knew, having cut 
him off in three days. He wits attended by two 
physicians beside myself. I believed the distemper 
mortal from the beginning* I have not had the 
pleasure of a line from you these two years ; I wrote 
one about your health, to whidi I had no answer, 
I wish you all health and happiness, being with 
gres^t affection and respect, sir, y^uT; ^c* 
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TO THE BIGHT HON. THE LORD MAYOR 

OF LONDON ♦• 

MYl-ORD, PUBWNj DEC. 14, 1732. 

/xFTER obtaining one favour from your lordship, 
I am under the necessity of requesting another ; 
which, howler, I hope will not give you much 
trouble, I know that it depends upon chance what 
employments you may have in your disposal during 
your mayoralty ; but some I presume you will have. 
It is therefore my request, and will be so likewise of 
some others among your friends, that if any em- 
ployment should fall vacant, during your govern- 
inent, which Mr. Barber would be allowed capable 
of executing well, your lordship would please that 
he may have the refusal, with as much fa- 
vour as will consist with your own generoiis dispo- 
sition, adding the friendship you are pleased to 
profess to me, which I throw heartily into the 
balance. He is of English birth ; a very upright 
honest man, and his wife has abundance of merit 
in all respects; they design to settle among 
you, having turned what fortune they had here 
into money. 

And now, my lord, I heartily give you joy of 
governing the noblest city in the world, where I 
know you are desirous, and able, to do so much 
good, and to set a worthy pattern for the imitation 
-of those who shall come after you. If my health, 
and the bad situation of my private affairs, will 

* ioba Baiber> esq. See p. 3(^8. N. 

. ," permit. 
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permit, I shall hope to have the honour of being 
one among your guests next summer. Mr. PU- 
Lington is, in his letters, perpetually full of your 
great favours to . him, and says, you will be liis 
voucher that he still continues his modest beha- 
viour, which I always pressed upon him as the best 
quality in a young man, although I never observed 
the least want of it in him. 

I hope you will take care of your health, which 
in our city of Dublin is a difficult task for a lord 
mayor to perform ; and if your lordship be under 
tiie necessity of drinking as many healths in pro-, 
portion on public days as are done here, you will 
be in great danger of ruining your own, I am, 
with entire friendship and true respect, my lord. 
Your lordship's most obedient and 
most humble servant, 

JON. SWIFT. 
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FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

LONDON, DEC. 23, 1732. 

Yesterday I received your letter of the gth, 
and am infinitely obliged to you fox. the constant 
concern you show for me. I am ashamed to trou- 
ble you so mucli, and so often, in my own affairs ; 
and your great kindness makes me almost ashamed 
to ask pardon for it. ************ 

I am very glad to hear the character you give of 
iord Orrery* He was extremely ap^kuded for a 

^^^jeech 



Speech he mside against the army bill. There is no 
danger of ^repealing the test. The court has taken 
the usual method of gaining the fanatic leaders 
much against the grain of the body. It is said, 
the bishop of Salisbury * is the chief encourager of 
theni ; that the queen spoke to him^ and that he 
anstvered. He can be besmeared, although they 
would not suffer him to go the dirty road to 
Durham. That was the excuse they made him 
upon the last vacancy of that see. I am extremely- 
proud that lady Acheson does me the honour to re- 
member her humble servant. I heartily wish she 
could be persuaded to keep good hours^ having 
observed, by many of my iacquaintance, that no- 
thingimpairs health so much as sitting up late. 1 
often hear from my sister : she> wf ites in quijte luio* 
ther strain than she talked, with cheerfulness and 
good nature... I fency Arsalla "f- has cured the lady 
of her spleen. •■ 

I heartily wish you many new years, with health 
and happiness ; and am, most entirely, ^c. 

I am told poor Gay's play is now in rehearsal, and 
will please. It was that brought him to town a 
little before he died ^ ; though, without his 
fever, he could not probably have held out long 
any where* 

* Dr. Benjaimn Hoadly. N. 

t The seat of Peter Liidlow, esq. fcither to the first earl of 
Ludlow. F. 

J Nov. 16, 173^, Mr. Gay tells the Dean, '^ I am at last come 
to London before the femily, to follow my own inventions. — If 
my present object succeeds, you may expect a better account of 
my fortime a little while after the holidays, ^ut I promise nay** 
self nothing." See p, 405. He died Dec. 4, ouly eighteea days 
after. N. 
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TO MRS. PILKINCrrON. 

MADAM, DEANERY HOUS% JAN. 1; ITS^'S- 

1 SEND you your bit of a newspaper, with the 
verses ♦, than which I never saw better in their 
kind. I have the same opinion of those you wei^ 
pleased to write upon me ^^ as have also scmne par^ 

* Mrs. I^Ikington^ when she was siboiit sixteen, having been 
lieased by her brother to write some verses as a school exercise ft« 
him, asked him what she should write upon: ** Why/ said he 
pertly, *' what should you write upon but piqper ?*' So taking it 
fcr her subject, she wrote the following lines \ which, four yeajs 
after, were printed in one of thQ London newspapers, S^ Fil« 
kin^n'a Memoirs, vol I. p. 8&. 

** O spotless paper, fidr and white ! 
On whom, by foroe, eoostr^ia'd I writOj 
How cruel am I to destroy 
Thy purity, to please fiboy ? 
Ui^iateftd I, thus to abuse 
The Mrest servant of the Muse. 
Pear &]end> to whom I oft impart . 
The' choicest secfets dl my heart \ 
Ah, what atonement can be made 
For spotless innocence betrayed ! 
How &ir, how lovely did^t thoii show. 
Like lilied hanks, or fe]ling snow ! 
But now, alas ! become my prey. 
No flood? can wash thy stains away | 
Yet this small comfort I can give. 
That which destroy*4i shall make thee live." D. S. 

f Mrs. PSlkington having heard that Dr. Swift had received a 
paper book, richly bound and gilt, from the earl of Orrery, and 
a silver standish from Dr. Delany, Sent him an eagle quill with 
the verses upon his birthday, Nov. 30, 1732, prints in the. 
seventeenth volume of this collection, p. 21 L N% 

ticular 
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ticular -friends of geiius and taste^ to whom I ven- 
tured to communicate them^ who universally agree 
with me. But as I cannot with decency show 
them^ except to a very few, I hope, for both our 
sakes, others will do it for me. I can only assure 
3rou, I value your present, as much as either of the 
others, only you must permit it to be turned into a 
pen; which office I will perform with my own 
hand, and never permit any other to use it. I 
heartily wish you many happy new years ; and am, 
iwith true esteem, madam. 

Your most obliged friend and servant, 

JON. SWIFT. 



I 



FROM MR. ROBERT ARBUTHNOT *. 

DEAR SIR, ROUEN, JAN. 2, 1732-3. 

HAVE flattered myself these many years, that 
vapours or company would have brought you over 
seas to Spa, or to some such place, and that you 
would have taken Paris in your way ; and so I 
should have had the pleasure of sedng you in some 
place of my own. I wonder much that a person of 
so much good humoiir can let yourself grow old^ 
or die without seeing some other country than your 
own. I am not quite so wicked as to wish you any 
real illness to bring you to us, though I should not 

« IVfr. Aibuthnot married a widow lady of Sufiblk, with600L 
a year. See his character in Mr. Pope't letter to lord ]>Sgby^ 
Sent 1, 17^2. N. 

be 
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he sorry ih%t you tliought you had need of change 
of air. I wish you a happy new year, and many 
more ; and (whatever interest I have ag^nst it) good 
health, and prosperity, and every thing that I can 
wish to one that I much honour and esteem. 

I recommend to your friendship and acquaintance 
the bearer, Mr» De la Mar. His brother, now dead, 
has been with you in Ireland : and this gentleman 
deserves from me all the kindness my friends can 
' show him. Adieu, dear sir, if I can serve you in 
any thing, command me always, for I am; widx 
great esteem. 

Your most humble and most obedient servant, 

ROB. ARBUTHNOT. 



TO LADY BETTY GERMAIN. 

MADAM, JANUARY 8, 1732r3» 

Although I have but just received the honour 
of your ladyship's letter, yet, as things stand, I am 
determined, against my usual practice, to give yott 
no respite, but to answer it immediately; because 
you have provoked me with your lady Suffolk. It is 
six years last spring since I first went to visit my 
friends in England, after the queen s death. Her 
present majiesty heard of my arrival, and sent at least 
nine times to command my attendance before I would 
obey her, for several reasons not hard to guess *"; 
and, among others, because I had heard her charac- 

* It should be^'" not hard to iefuetwd." S. 

ter 
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ter from those who knew her well. At last I went; 
and she received me very graciously. I told her the 
first time, " That I was informed she loved to see 
odd persons ; and that, having sent for a wild boy 
from Germany, she had a curiosity to see a wild Dean 
from Ireland.'' I was not much struck with the ho- 
nour of being sent for, because I knew the same dis- 
tinction had been offered to others, with whom it 
would not give me much pride to be compared. I 
never went once but upon command ; and Mrs. 
Howard, now lady Suffolk, was usually the person 
who sent for me, both at Leicester-house and Rich- 
mond. Mr. Pope (with whom I lived) and Mr. Gay 
were then great favourites of Mrs. Howard, espe- 
cially the latter, who was then one of her led-captains; 
He had wrote * a very ingenious book of fables, for 
the use of her younger son, and she often promised 
to provide for him. But some time before, there came 
out a libel againt Mr. Walpole, who was informed 
it was written by Mr. Gay ; and although Mr. Wal- 
pole owned he was convinced that if was not written 
by Gay, yet he never would pardon him, but did him 
a hundred ill offices to the princess. Walpole was at 
that time very civil to me, and so were all the people 
in power. He invited me and som^ of my friends to( 
dine with him at Chelsea. After dinner, I took an 
occasion to say, what I had observed of princes and 
: great ministers, " TTiat if they heard an ill thing of 
,a private person, who expected some favour, although 
they were afterward convinced that the person was 
.innocent, yet they would never be reconciled.** 
Mr. Walpole knew well enough that I meant Mr# 

* It should be, '' he had writtenr S. 

Gajf. 
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Gay. I afterward said the same thing to the princess^ 
trith the same intention : and she confessed it a great 
injustice^ But Mr* Walpole gave it another turn ; 
for, he said to some of his friends, and particularly 
to a lord, a near relation of yours, " That I had dined 
with him, and had been making apologiea for my<« 
self;** it seems, for my conduct in her late majesty's 
Teign, in which no n^an was more innocent ; and 
particularly more officious to do good offices to many 
of that party which was then out of power, as it is 
well known* Mrs. Howard was then in great favour^ 
and openly protected Mr. Gay ; at least, she saw him 
often, and professed herself his friend: butMr.Wal* 
pole could hardly be persuaded to let him hold a poor 
little office for a second year, of commissioner to a 
lottery. When I took my leave of her highness, on 
coming hither, she was very gracious ; told me, 
>^ The medals she had promised me were not readyi 
but she would send them to me.** However, by her 
commands, I sent her some plaids for herself and the 
princesses, ancTwas too gallant to hear of any 
ojEers of payment. Next spring, I came again to 
England; was received the same way; and as I had 
many hints given me that the court at Leicester-fields 
would endeavour to settle me in England (which I 
did not much regard) the late Idng died. I went, ty 
Mrs. Howard's orders, to kiss their new majesties 
hands, and was particularly distinguished by the 
queen. In a few weeks, the queen said to Mrs« 
Howard (alluding to one of Mr. Gay's fables) ^^ that 
she would take up the Hare ;'* and bade her to put 
her in mind, in settling the family, to find some em- 
ploy ment for Mr. Gay ; but, in the event, it proved 
9nly an offer to be a gentleman-usher to a girl of two 
* * years 
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years old, which all his fnends*(and I among the rest) 
advised him not to accept : and accordingly he ex* 
cused himself with the utmost respect. This I, and 
every body else, were sure must have been a manage^ 
ment of Mn Walpole. As to myself, in a few weeku 
after the king^s de^th, I found myself not well ; and 
was resolved to take a step to Paris for my healthy 
having an opportunity of doing it with some advan* 
tages and recommendations. But my friends advised 
nie first to consult Mrs. Howard ; because, as they 
knew less of courts than I, they were strongly pos- 
sessed that the promise made me might succeed, since 
a change was all I desired. I writ to her fot her opi- 
nion ; and particularly conjured her, " since I had 
long done with courts, not to use me like a courtier, 
but give me her sincere advice ;" which she did, 
both in a letter, and to some friends. It was, ^* by 
all means not to go : it would look singular, and per- 
haps disaffected ;" and, to my friends, enlarged upon 
the good intentions of the court towird nfie. I staid ; 
my health grew worse: I left Mr. Pope's housb^ 
went to a private lodging near Hammersmith : and, 
continuing ill, I writ to Mrs. Howard, with my duty 
to the queen, took coach for Chester, recovered iii 
my journey, and came over hither: where, although 
I hav6 ever since liv^ in obscurity, yet I have the 
misfortune, without any grounds, except misinforiha-^ 
tion, to lie under her majesty's displeasure, as I havi 
been assured by ikiore than two honourable persoilt 
of both sexe§ ; and Mr. Gay is in the same condition* 
For these reasons, as I did always, so I do still think 
Mrs. Howard, now my lady Suffolk, to be an abso- 
kite courtier. Let her 9how you the character I writ 
9f her, and whereof no. one elaehas ^ copy; and I 
VOJL. xu. E.» take 
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t<ike Mn Pope and Mr. Cay, who judge more favour- 
My^ to be a couple of simpietcms. " In my answer 
to Ihe last letter which my lady Suffolk honoured me 
with^ I didji with great civility, discharge her from 
ever giving herself another trouble of that kind. I 
have a great esteem for her good sense and taste; 
She .would be an ornament to any court : and I do 
not in the leskst pity her for not being a female mir^ 
yiister^ wbioh I never looked on as an advantageous 
character to a great and wise lady ; of which I oould 
easily produce instances. Mr. Pope^ besides his na- 
tural and acquired talents, is a gentleman of very ex- 
traordinary candour; and is, consequently, apt to 
be too great a believer of assurances, promises, pro- 
fessions, encouragements, and the like words of 
course. He a^ks nothing ; and thinks, like a philo- 
SQ|)her, that he want^ nothing. Mr. Gay is, in all 
regai^, as honest and sincere a man as ever I knew; 
whereof neither princes nor ministers are either able 
to judgie, or imdined to encourage : which, however, 
I do not taJoe for so high a breach of politics as they 
usually suppose: for, however insignificant wit, 
learnings and virtue, may be thought in the world, it 
p^rhajis would.do government no hurt to have a little 
^ them on its side. If you have gone thus far in 
r^tng, you are not so wise f^ I thought you to be ; 
biut I will never offend s^in witli so nmch length* 
I write oxily to justify myself. I know you have been 
ill^ays dc s^lous whig, and so am 1 tp this day : but 
nature h^s not given you leave to be virulent. A^ to 
tnyjseli^ I om of Uie old whigjprinciples, without the 
n^odern articles afad refinements. . 
: Your lady^p s&y&^t one syllable to inform me 
v^hfithejT Yoii.app£oVe4D£ what hsevit .you to be written 
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oti the monument *> not wheth^ you would have it 
ih Latin or English^ I am evei> with trud fedpMt 
moA hig[h este^in^ 

Madani> your ladyship'^^ &c. 

JON. SWIPT^ 

The fiiend I named, whd I was afraid would die, it 
recovered ; and his preferment is by turns in the 
crown and the primate ; but the next vacancy will 
not be ill the crown's dit^sal. 



FROM DR. ARBUtHNOT. 

MY DEAR FMEND, LCmDON, JAN. Ig, 1732* 

1 HAl^ the pk^Urfe of receiving one from you by 
iMtt. Pilklngton. I thank you for the opportunity it 
gave rtie of bein^ acquainted with a very agreeable 
ingenidus itiAft. I value him very much for his mu* 
«ie, which yott ^fre yourself an air of contemning ; 
and I iAhvik I tMated him in that way to a degree o^ 
surprise. 

I have had but a liltikiicholy sorrowful life for some 
time piai, haVitlg lost my dear child^ whose life, if 
-it had so pte&sed Ood, I would have willingly re- 
deetnetf with my dwn. T thank God for a nmv lessoii 
of submission to his will; and likewise fbr what he 
has left tricf. 

V 

'' ' . • ■ - 

* In St. Aadretr's churd^ Dublin^ to &t mtWQtJ oS her sistex^ 
mjr F^adopt Kfkfdej. F. 

Xt 2 We 
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: . We have all had another Jos^ of our worthy an^ 
j4^ar friepd Mr. Gay *. -Ij w^ some alleviation ef 
my grief to see him so universally lajnented by ahi|os$ 
every body, even by those,- who knew him only by 
reputation. He was interred at Westminster-Abbey, 
as if he had been a peer of the realm ; and tlie good 
.\luke 'of Queensberry, who lamented him as a brothel^ 
Mill set up a handsome monument upon him. These 
are little aflronts put upon vice and injustice, and is 
all that remains in our power. I belieane.the JBeggar's 
Opera, and what he had to come upon the stage, will 
make the sum of the diversions of the town for some 
time to come. 'Curll (who is one of the new terrors 
of death) has been writing letters to every body for 
memoirs of his life. I was for sending him some, 
particularly, ati account of his disgrace at court, 
which, I am sure, might have been made entertain- 
ing : by which I should have attained two ends at 
once, published truth, aflid^got a rascal wjhipped for 
it. I was overrqled in tKis- t wish you had been 
Jiiere, though I think you are iu a better country. I 
fancy to myself, that you have sojfne yiitu^. and ho- 
nour left, some small regard for r^igiojt;!. Perhaps 
Christianity may last with you at least twenty of thirty 
years longer. You have no companies or stjpckjob*- 
bing, are yet free of exois^ ; you ^ire i^o^ jfxsulted in 
your pgy^jty, and told witK . a sneer, that you are a 
rich and a thriving nation. Eve^fy .manj Jtljat (akea 
neither pl^ce nop pension, is nQ]t.4^eI^e4: Wtt^ ^ 
rc^ue> and an enemy to his c^ount^^^ .- ^^ a . . 
Your friends of my acquaintance are m^tolerabk 
good health. Mr. Pope has his usual complaints of 
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hiead-ach and indigestion^ I think, more thanfdrmerly. 
He feally leads sometimes a veryirregular life, that 
is, lives with people of superior health and strength; 
You will see some new things of his, equal to any of 
his former productions. He has affixecl to the new 
edition of his Dunciad, a royal declaration against 
the haberdashers of points and particles, assuming 
the title of critics and restorers, wherein he declares^ 
that he has revised careftiUy this his Dunciad, be- 
ginning and ending so and so, consisting of so 
many lines, and declares this edition to be the true 
reading ; and it is signed by John Barber, major cU 
vUatis Londini. 

I remember you, with your friends, who are my 
neighbours : they all long to see you. As for news,- 
there is nothing here talked of but the new scheme 
of excise. Yoil may remember, that a. ministry in 
the queen's time, possessed of her majesty, the par- 
liament, army, fleet, treasury, confederate, &;c. put 
all to the test, by an experiment of at silly project in 
the trial of a poor parson *. The same game, in my 
mind, is playing over again, "^firom « wantonness of 
power. Miraheris quam paucd sapientid mundus 
re^itur. 

I have considered the grievance of your wine : th^ " 
friend that designed you good wine, was abus^ by^ 
a^n a^ent that he intrnsted this affair to. It was not 
this gentleman's brother, whose name is De la Mar, 
to whom show what ftiendship you can. My brother 
is getting money now, in China, less, and more' 
honestly, than his predecessors supercargoes; but 
enough tQ make you satisfaction, which, if he comes 
home alive, be shall do. * . 

•' * Dr. SachcvcreU. H. ^ 

¥y 



^y neighbour the >roseiiiaa is wu;^ f}ui m^ 
cowardly and despairing than evfr. He ^al^ qi$ 
into a fit of vapoury twi<i^ or thrioe a wee);. I d/tt9^ 
^t night g| a chain, wd rowing in the galhe^. ^ut, 
^ank God, he has not tiiken from lua tl^ fret^ooi 
I h^vQ been accustomed t^ in my difK¥>ur^j (we^ 
with the greatest persons to whom I hav^ ^focess) i^ 
cMending the cause of libei:ty^ virtue, and reUg^oQ : 
for the last, I have the satisfaction of syxShnvg some 
^hare of the ignominy that belonged to the fir^t eon^ 
Iss^ors. This has been my lot, from n steady resohit 
tion I have taken of giving these ignorant impudent 
fellows battle upon all occasions. My ^mily seQ4 
you their besjt wishes, and <l happy nn^mr year ; v^d 
Tf^xu^ e«n dQ it more heartily dwi myself wh» v^^ 
with the most sincere respept, ' 

Your most faithfol hmnbbi servant 



TO MR. POPE. 

DUBLIN, JAN. J7^3*|. 

J, I«^;PIVED yours with <t ^yr i^ne? >» the. 
pctor, and the account of our losi^^g Mr. Gay, upoi^ 
Mfhich event I §hall s*y nothi^^, l «ki only cwcerned 
€h,at long living has npt hardened ipe: (9x ^wn ij» 
^i? kingdom, and in a few d^^ pas)^ tjwp peraon? 
qf great merit whom I loved very well| h(|ve died ii^ 
th§ prime of their years, but a little Jjjiwe thir^^ I 
would endeavour to comfort Qvysi^ upqn the^ losp of 
friends as I do upop the loss of money ; by tufning 

to 
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l|p fny account bobk^ and sieeing whether I hav^ 
enough left for my support ? but in the former case 
I find I have not any more than in the other; and 
know not any man who is in a greater likelihood than 
myself to die poor and friendless *. You are a much 
greater loser than I by his death, as being a more ixv 
timate friend, and often his companion ; which latter 
I could never hope to be, except perhaps once more 
in my life for a piece of a summer. I hope he has 
left you the care of any writings he may have left, 
and I wish, that with thos^ already extant, they coul4 
be all published in a fair editioii, under your inspect 
tion. Your poem on the Use of Riches has been just 
printed hpre, and we have no objection but the ob- 
scurity of several passages by our ignorance in facts 
and persons, which make us lose abundance of the 
satire. Had the printer given me notice, I ifrould have 
honestly prated the names isit length, where I hapr 
pened to know them ; and writ explanatory notes, 
which however would have been but few, for my long 
l^bsence has made me ignorant of what passes out of 
the scene where I am. I never had the least hint 
from you about this work, any more than of your 
former, upon Taste. We are told here, that you 
are preparing other pieces of the same bulk to be in-* 
$pri)^ed to other frienc^, otie (for instance) to my 
lord BoHngbroke, another to lord Oxford^ and sd 
on. Doctor Delany presents yoii his most humble 
service, hebehaves himself very commendably, oon^ 
verses only withhis former friends, makes ^parade^^ 

* See Swift's letter to Gay, Juty 10, 17S2. I^. 
t The Doctor, it has been before meotiCNDied, was married to 
a ladjT of considerable fortune. iBo w|.s$. 

but 
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. but entertains them constantly at an elegant, plentiM 
table, walks the streets^ as usual, by daylight, does 
>jmany apt? of charity and generosity, cultivates a 
countiy-house two miles distant ; and is oiie of those 
very few within .my knowledge, on whom a great 
access of fortune hath made no manner of change 
And particularly, he is often without money, as he 
was before. We have got my lord Orrery aianong us, 
being forced to continue here on the ill conditio^ of 
his estate by the knavery of an agent ; he is a most 
worthy gentleman, whom I hope you will be ac- 
quainted with. I am very much obliged by your fa* 

vour to Mr. P *, which I desire may continue no 

longer than he shall deserve by his modesty, a virtue 
I never knew him to want, but is hard for young men 
to keep, without abundance of ballast. If you ari 
acquainted with the duchess of Queensberry, I de- 
sire you will present her my most humble service : I 
think she is a greater loser by the death of a friend 
than either of us. She seems a lady of excelleht 
sense and spirits. I had often postscripts from her in 
our friend's letters to me^ and her part was sometimes 
longer than his, and they made up a gre^t part of 
the little happiness I could have here. This was the 
more generous, because I never saw her since she 
was a girl of five years old, nor did I envy poor Mr. 
Gay for any thing so much as being a domestic 
friend to such a lady. I desire you will never fail to 
send me a particular account of your health. I dare 
^ardly enquire about Mrs. Pope, who I am told is 
but just among the living, and consequently a con- 
tinual grief to you : she is sensible of your t«*|ider- 

♦ Mr. Pilkicgton. N. 

hess, 
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Hess, which tohs her of the only happiness she is ca- 
pable of enjoying. And yet I pity you more than 
her ; you cannot lengthen her days^ and I beg she 
may not shortjen yours. 

JON. SWIFT, 



TO THE EARL QF ORRERY. 

MY LORD> JANUARY, 1733-3. 

XT is some time since Mrs. Ball gave me, enclosed 
and directed to me, your lordship's verses, in your 
own hand, with the alterations you* were pleased to 
make, for which I have long deferred my acknow- 
ledgments ; arfd if I were to follow the course of my 
own nature, the delay should be longer : because 
although I believe no man has a more grateful sense 
of a real honour done him than myself, yet no man 
is in more confusion how to express it. Although I 
had not the least hand in publishing those verses 
(which would have ill become me) yet I will not be 
so affected as to conceal the pride I have in seeing 
t^em abroad, whatever enmity they may procure 
against your lordship, for publicly favourii^ one so 
obnoxious to present powers, and turning their hatred, 
into envy ; which last, as it is more tormenting to 
the owners, will better gratify my revenge. And of 
this advantage I shall make the proper use, leaving 
your lordship to shift for yourself, without the Uuast 
l^rain of pity for what you may suffer. 

In. 
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In the mean timej, I beg you to accept my most 
immble thanks for the honour done me by so exr 
4^Ient 8 performance, on so barren a subject ; by 
which words I wisely anticipate the censure -of all 
these who love me not : in spite of whom it will be 
aaid, in foture ages. That one of lord Orrery's first 
essays in poetry were these verses on Dr. Swift. 
That your lord^ip-may go on to be the great exam* 
pie, restorer, and patron, of virtue, learning, and 
wit, in a most corrupt, stupid, and ignorant age and 
nation, shall be the constant wish^ hM)pe, and prayer 
of, my lord. 

Your most obedient, obliged, and 
most humble servant, 

JON; SWIFT- 



■r 



FROM MISS KELLY. 

JARVI8-STREET, SIX 0*CLOCK, FRIDAT EVENING, 
SIR, FEB. 2, 1732-3. 

X DANCED so long last night, that I have not been 
able till this moment to thank you for the goodness 
you showed me this morning. Be assured the fa- 
vours you bestow ovk me are received with the great- 
est pleasure, and I only am sorry it b not in my 
power to convince you that no body can set a'higher 
value on your friendship than I do. 

Indeed 

Li 
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Indeed I have an implicit faith in your medicine^ 
for if only despising the poets can hinder its proving 
efi^ctual^ I must certainly receive from it all the be* 
neiit I desire ; for recdly I am quite of the other side, 
and am a sincere admirer of all the good poets ; but 
am more particularly attached to the best. What I 
shall do to convince you of the truth of this I cannot 
determine ; but surely the care I shall always take to 
l^ad upon. your reprooft^ will^ in timej let you 
l^now that npbody eau desire mcMre sincerely to please 
you th^n^ sir^ y^r most oUiged and ipost fiuthf^ 
humble serv^t, 

I am balf adeqp> so do not be angry at these blots. 
Being out of cash at present^ I send you my iiote> 
which I hope will satisfy you. 

J acknowledge to be indebted to the reverend doctor 
Swift, da^ of St Patrick's^ the sum of o/. Is.lid. 
for value received, this 2d day of February 1 732-3, 



* This p^;cNa^Usory note ^ pinned tothe letter. Itcertaisil^ 
^ answer to ^om^ whim qt other of the doct(^*s. D. $• 
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FROM MR. POPE TO MR. DODSLEY *. 



SIR^ FEB. 5, 1732-3 



WAS very willing to read your piece, and do freely 
tell you I like it, so tar as my particular judgment 
goes. Whether it has action enough to please on the 
stage, I doubt ; but the morality and satire ought to 
be relished by the reader. I will do more than you 
ask me ; I will recommend it to Mr. Rich ^. If he 
can join it to any play, with suitable representations, 
to mi^ke it an entertainment^ I believe he will give, 
you a benefit night ; and I sincerely wsh it may be 
turned any way to your advantage, or that I could 
diew you my friendship in any instance. 

I am, &c* 

A. POPE. 



* Mr. Robert Dodsky, the celebrated bookseller, to whom Mr. 
Pope was one of the earliest patrons. He died Sept. 25, 1764. N. 

t He was as good as his word. He recommended to Mr. Rich 
••"The Toy-shop,** the piece above alluded to 5 and by his interest 
h was brought upon the stage, and very fevourably received. N. 
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FROM THE LORD MAYOR OF LONDON, 

LONDON^ FEB. 6, 1732-3. 

Queen lAime's Birthday : 
The bells all ringing. 

XjELIEVE me, sir, and it is with great truth I 
speak it, that there is not a person in the world I 
would sooner oblige than yourself: and I should be 
glad to have it in «iy power to serve Mr^. Barber in 
the way you mention ; but it is odds it may not be 
in my power, for many things may fall, that her 
gpouse is not fit for ; as, all places relating to the law, 
he can have no pretensions to. There are a dozen 
persons in my house, called lord mayor'^ officers, who 
wear black gowns, and give from eight to nine hun- 
dred pounds for their places, which at first they make 
about sixty pounds per annum of, and rise in time to 
.three or four hundred pounds ; but they are generally 
young men. These places, I suppose, should any 
one fall, would not be thought good enough. There; 
are many other places in my gift. We have had 
mayors gone ^ooigh the ofllice who have not got one 
hundred pounds, and others have got ten thousand 
pounds : it is all chance. I have gone through the 
fourth part of my year, and have got only about two 
hundred guineas, by the deaths of one of the city 
music, and a porter to Guildhall. 

But suppose a place should fall worth fifteen hun-* 
dred or two tliousand pounds, that he may be fit for^ 
^ne third of the purchase goes to tKe city, and must 

be 



be paid before his admission ; the other two thirds 
are mine : but I cannot put a less price than was 
paid bdiort^ because tbe last price is ento^ in the 
ci^ books. 

I know you love particulars^ and thus you have the 
case as it stands. 

You will give me lieave to add a word or two, 
which I do in confidence. That I have been, for 
many years, plagued with a set of ungrateful mon- 
sters, called cousinSy that I tremble at the name ; and 
though 1 give yearly pensions to some, and monthly 
and weekly to others, all would not do, and I am 
htoulted and abused by them, and cannot help my- 
self. 

Now, as Mrs. Barber and her family design to 
^eftlie here, and she has done me the honour in most 
places to call me cousin, I hope it will not be ex- 
pected I should have the care of them. I have very 
ill health ; and any additional care that way would 
hurt me very much ; but for doing her and her fa- 
mily aiiy go6d offices, I shall never be wanting. 

I must now beg leave to return you my thanks fol* 
your afiectiohate and kiiid AVishes. The honour, I 
own, js veiy gr6at, I atii in pOdlsesi^oh of, and I am 
sensible I am pla<^ aloft, and that all my words and 
actions are scanned ; bntlwill not be discouraged, 
and hope I shall get thrt^ngh with honour. One men 
tive for making me think i$o, is thd gfeat pleasure 
and satisfaction I have in the ho{)es of seangyou 
h&te, where your advice and e^inple will be of 
great use ; and therefore I hope you will loise no time, 
but come away, and I will fit up an apartment for 
jrou in Queen*s isquate, and another at Sheciti (which 

Ihop« 
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I hope you will zccept) places that I shall hardly bt 
able to see this year. 

Mr. Pilkington gains daily upon us, and con^s out 
a Beieetious agreeable fellow. I carried him the othw 
day to see her grace of Bucks in the Park* H^ 
grace seeing him, asked, who he was ? I answeted^ 
*^ He ^as a present from you from Dublin." Shm 
smilingly replied, '^ He is no fool then, I am sure." 

I shajl conclude a long dull letter, with my sin- 
cere wishes for your health and prosperity, and that; 
you would not delay one hour coming to bless yem 
friends here with your company ; whiqh by non^ is 
more desired than, sir. 

Your most obedient 

and most humble servant, 

J.BARBER. 
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FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN. 



8, 1732-3. 

I RECEIVED yours of the 8th of January but last 
week, so find it has lain long on the road after the 
dafte. It was brought me white at dinner, that rery 
kdy sitting close to me, whom you seem to think 
such an dbrsdlutfe^courtier *. She knew your hand^ 
andeiiquired' much after you, as she always does ^ 
but I, fielding -her name frequently mentioiiied, not 
witTi that kindness I am sure she deserves, put it 
mto iny pocket \*ith silence and surprise. Indeed^ 

*.Tbec«m»tessofSi»ftlk.. H. 

were 






J^2 EPISTOLARY C0Ea£SP0KDSt7C£. 

were it in people's powei"^ that live in a court with 
the appearance of &vour, to do all they desire with 
their friends, they might deserve their anger, andbe 
blamed^ when it does not happen right to their 
minds ; but that^ I believe^ never was tl^ case of any 
one : and in this particular of Mr. Gay^ (hus fiur I 
koow^ and so far I will answer for, that she was un* 
der very great concern, that nothing better could be 
got for him : and the friendship upon all other occa- 
sions in her own power, that she showed him, did 
not look like a double-dealer. 

As to that part concerning yourself and her, I sup-* 
jpose, it U my want of comprehension,, that I cannot 
find out why she was to blame to give you advice, 
when you asked it,^ that had all the appearance of 
sincerity,^ good nature, and right judgment* And if , 
after that, the court did not do what you wanted, 
and she both believed and wished they would, was 
it her fault } ^ least, I cannot find out that you 
have hitherto proved it upon- her. And though you 
say, you lamented the hour you had seen bet^ yet I 
cannot teU how to suppose that your good sense and 
ju^ice can impute any thing to her, because it did 
not foil out just as she endeavoured^ and hoped it 
would. 

As to your creed in politicks, I will heartily and sin« 
oerely subscribe to it (that I detest avarice in courts^ 
corruption in ministers, schisms in religion^ illiterate 
iawning betrayers of the church in mitres). But^ at 
thesame time, I prodigiously want an infallible judge 
to determine when it is really so : for as I have lived 
longer in the world, and seen many chaises, I know 
those out of power and place always see the faults of 
&ose in^ with dreadful large specUcles ; and^ Idaire 

say. 



Bay, you know many instances of it in lord Oxford's 
time. But the strongest in my memory ig, sir Robert 
Walpole,- being ifirst pulled to pieces in the year 
1720, because the South Siea did not.rise high eupugh, 
and since that, he has been to the fiill as well banged 
about, because it did rise too high. So experience 
has taught me, how wrong, unjust, and senseless, 
party factions a:re; therefore I am determined never 
wholly to believe any side or party against the bthisir ; 
and to show that I will not, as my friends are fn.and 
out of all sides, so tny house recefvi^s them altdgie-^ 
ther ; and those people meet hei*e, that have,* and 
would fight in arty other place. Those df th^iti that 
have great and good qualities and virtues I loVe^and 
admire ; in which number is lady Suffolk ; airid I do 
like and love her, be(iause I believe, and as far sts I 
am capable of judging, know her to be a wise, dis- 
creet, honest and sincere courtier, who will promisQ- 
no farther than she can perform, sind yv^ill always per- 
form what she does promise ; so, now, you have my 
creed as to her *. 

I thought I had told you in my last, at least I am 
sure I designed it, that I desir^ you.^fpould do just as 
you like about the monument ; and then, it will be 
most undoubtedly approved by 

Your most sincere and faithful servant, 

' E. GERMAIN. 

* This spirited defence of lady SuiFolk, against a man of Swift's 
ability and disposition^ does lady Betty Germain more Honour, 
than ^e would have deserved by writing tl^ best satire agaitist all 
the courts and courtiers in the world. H. 
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TO THE EARL OF OXFORD. 

MV LORb, DUBUN, FEB. iff, 1732-3. 

X HE bearer, Mr. Faulkner, the prince of Dublin 
printers, will have the honour to deliver you this. 
He tells me, your lordship was so gracious as to ad- 
mit him into your presence^ and receive Jiim with 
great condescension, which encouraged him to hope 
for the same favour again, by my mediation, which 
I CQuld not refuse. Although, for his own profit, he 
is engaged in a work that very much discontents me, 
yet I would rather have it fall into his hands, dian 
any other s on this side. 

I am just recovered,- in some degree, of two cruel 
indispositions, of giddiness and deafness, after seven 
months. 1 have got my hearing ; but the other evil 
hangs still about me, and I doubt will never quite 
leave me, until I leave it. 

I hope yoUr lordship and lady Oxford * and lady 
Margaret -f^, continue in perfect health. I pray God 
preserve you a^, for the good of your friends, and 
your country. 

I am, with entire respect and esteem. 

Your lordship's most obedient, 

and most obliged servant, 

JON. SWIFT. 

* Lady Henrietta Cavendish Holies, only daught^ and heir of 
bis grace John Holies, duke of Newcastle, was married to hi9 
lordship*the 31st of October, 17X3. N. . 

\ This lady was married to William Bentinck, duke of Port- 
land> July 11, 1734. N. 
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; FROM MR. POPE. 

FEB. 16^ 1732-3. 

XT is indeed impossible to speak on such a subject, 
as the loss of Mr. Gay, to me an irreparable one* 
But I send you what I intend for the inscription on 
his tomb, which the duke of Queeiisberry will set 
up at Westminster. As to his writings, he left no 
will, nor spoke a word of them, or any thing elsei 
during his short and precipitate illness, in which I 
attended him to his last breath. Theduke has acted 
more than the part of a brother to him, and it will 
be strange if the sisters do not leave his papers to- 
tally to his disposal, who will do the same that I 
would with them. He has managed the comefdy * 
(which our poor friend gave to the playhpuse the 
week before his death) to the utmost advantage for 
his relations ; and proposes to do the same with some 
fables ^ he left finished. 

There is nothing of late which I think of more 
than mortality, and, what you mention, of collecting 
the best monuments we can of our friends, their own 
images in their writings : for those are the best, when 
their minds are such as Mr. Gay's was, and as your's 
is. I am preparing also for my own, an^ have no- 
things so much at heart, as to shew the silly worid 

* "TheWifeofBafhj" which, intruth, is but an mdifferent 
comedy. Dr. Warton. 

t The second volixme of the Fables is much inferior to thf^ 
fiist^ paiticulaiiy on account of the long and languid izi:bt)dac't 

tionj to each fitble^ which read like parQr paii^idefei- 

Dt.Waktok. 
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that men of wit, or even poets, may be the most 
moral of mankind. A few loose things* sometimes 
fall from them, by which C€n«or4ou» fools judge as 
ill of them as possibly they can, for their own com^ 
fort : and indeed", 'when such unguarded and trifling 
jeuxd^-esprit have once got abroad, all thafc prudence 
or repentance can do, since tliey cannot be. denied^ 
is to put them fairly upon that foot ;. and teach itiie 
publjck (as we have done in the preface to the four 
ix>lum^s of Miscellanies) to distinguish betwixt our 
studies and our idlenesses,, our works and our weak^ 
jiesses. That wae the whole eiid of the last volumfe 
6f Miscellanies, without .which our former declara^ 
tion in that preface, " That these volumes .contained 
all that we have ever offended in, that way," would 
have been discredited. It went- indeed to my heart 
to omit what you called the Libel on Dr. Delany, and 
the best panegyric on myself, tliat either my own 
times or any other c6uld have afforded, or will.ever 
afford to me. The book, as you observe, was printed 
in great haste; the cause whereof was, that the 
booksellers were doing thci same, in collecting your 

* If Pope claimed this indulgence for his *' few lopse things/ 
ivhy might not other wits do so, and vaunt at the same time, as 
ihuch as himself, of being the most moral of mankind? Bjr 
whatever trifles a man of genius or wit may amuse himself in A 
*' JflDse i^oment, " if he publishes them, he does it deliberateh/ ^ 
tod, beautiful as thej are,' the epistle of Sappho and £lpisa> 
which speak to the passi07is in the most powerful way, and wiU 
be quoted by romantic sensualists as long as the Eifiglish IShgudge 
lasts, are not such as a sevei-e moralist would pride himself ixpan^ 
^ if he was the <mly Wit who was mtpralj to say nothing of the 
Qfifensivelinit^tlon &om Horace, and his. m^ay gross images and 
reflections^ which perhaps ought rather tp be, attriblUted. to- the 
waiat of delicacy in the existing manners. Bowles. 

pieces^ 
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-pieces,* ^iie com with the chafF; I do not mean £hat 
any thing of yours is chafF, but with other wit of ire- 
land which was so, and the whole in your name^ I 
meant principally to oblige them to separate what you 
.writ seriously from what you writ carelessly; and 
thought my own weeds might pass for a sort of wild 
flowers, when bundled up with them. • 

It was I that sent you those books into Ireland, 
and so I did my epistle to lord Bathurst, even befcM^e 
it was published, and another thing of mine, which 
is a parody from Horace '^, writ in two mornings. 
I never took more care in my life of any thing than 
of the former of these, nor less than of the latter : 
yet every friend has forced me to print it, ^hough in 
ttnih my own single motive was about twenty lines 
toward the latter end, which you will find out. 

I have declined op^iing to you by letters the ivhole 
scheme of my present work, expecting still to do it 
in a better manner in person : but you will see pretty 
soon, that the letter to lord Bathurst ^ is a part of it, 
and you will find a plain connexion between them, 
if you read them in the order just contrary to that 
they were published in. I imitate those cunning 
tradesmen, who show their best silks last : or (to 
give you a truer idea, though it sounds too proudly) 
my works will in one respect be like the works of na- 
ture, much more to be liked and understood when 
considered in the relation they bear with each other, 
than when ignorantly looked upon one by one : and 
often, those parts which attract most at first isight 

t He himself^ we see, calls this piece a letter, not a dialoguej 
as it TV as afterward entitled. Dr, Warton. 

will 
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MPiU appear to be not the most but the least cotisi'* 
derable. 

lam pleased and flattered by your expression of 
orna me. The chief pleasure this work can give mc 
is, that I can in it, with propriety, decency, and 
■justice, insert the name and character of every friend 
I have, and eveiy man that deserves to be loved or 
adorned. But I smile at your applying that phrase 
to my visiting you in Ireland ; a place where I might 
have some apprehension (from their extraordinary 
passion for poetry, and their boundless hospitality) 
of being adorned to death, and buried under the 
weight of garlands, like one I have read of some- 
where or other. My mother lives (which is an an- 
swer to that point), and, I thank God, though her 
memory be in a. manner gone, is yet awake and.sensi- 
ble to me, though scarce to any thing else ; which 
doubles the reason of my attendance, and at the same 
time 'sweetens it. I wish (beyond any other wish) 
you could pass a summer here ; I might (too proba- 
bly) return with you, unless you preferred to see 
France first, to which country I think you would 
have a strong invitation*. Lord Peterborow has 
narrowly escaped death, and yet keeps his chamber: 
he is perpetually speaking in the most s^eqtionate 
manner of you : he has written you two letters which 
you never received, and by that ha^ be6n discouraged 
from writing more. I can well believe the post-office 
may do this, when some letters of his to me have 
met the same fate, and two of mine to him. Yet 
let not this discourage you from writing to me, or to 
him, inclosed in the common. way, as I do to you: 
innocent men need fear no detection of their thoughts: 

* From BoKnghrokc. Bowles. 

and 
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and for my part, I would give them free leave to send 
all I wrrite to Curll, if most of what I write was not 
tpo silly. 1' 

I desire my sincere services to Dr. Delany, who, 
I agree with you, is a man every way esteemable : 
my lord Orrery is a most virtuous and good natured 
nobleman, whom I should be happy to know. Lord 
B. received your letter through my hands ; it is not 
to be told you how much he wishes for you : the 
whole list of persons to whom you sent your services 
return you theirs, with proper sense of the distinc- 
tion. Your lady friend is semper eadem, and I have 
written an epistle to her, oh that qualification in a 
female character*; which is thought by my chief 
critick in your absence to be my chef d'ceuvre : but 
it cannot be printed perfectly, in an age so spre of 
satire, and so willing to misapply charaibters^ 

As to my own health, it is good as usual. I have 
kin ill seven days of a slight fever (the complaint 
here) but recovered by gentle sweats, and the care of 
Dr. Arbuthnot. The play ^ Mr. Gay left succeeds 
very well ; it is another original in its kind. Adieu. 
God preserve your life, your health, your limbs, your 
"ipirits, and your friendships I 
• • 

* The Epistle on the " Characters of Women," [|d4ressed tov 
Martha Blount. In the first edition he asserted, ^' upon his ho^^ 
nour/* that no character was taken fi'om life. Bowles.' 

t Seep. 435. N. 
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FROM THE DUCHESS OF QUEENSBEftRY. 

SIR^ FEB. 21, 1732-5- 

mOON after the death of our friend Mr. Gay I found 
Hiyself more inclined to write to you, than to allow 
myself any other entertainment. But, considering 
that might draw you into a correspondence, that 
fnoBt likely might be disagreeable, I left off all 
thoughts of this kind, till Mr. Pope showed me your 
letter to hini, which encourages me to hope we may 
inverse together as usual : by which advantage I 
wilj not despair to obtain in reality some of those 
good qualities, you say, I seem to have. I am con* 
scious of only oae, that is, being an apt scholar ; 
and if I have any good in me, I certainly learned it 
insensibly of our poor friend, as children do any 
iitrsinge language. It is not possible to imagine the 
loss his death is to me i but as long as I have any 
memory, the happiness of ever having such a friend 
can never be lost to me. 

As to himself, he knew the world too well to re* 
gret leaving it ; and the world in general knew him 
too little to value him as they ought. , I think it my 
duty to my friend, to do him the justice to assure 
you, he - had a most perfect and sincere regard for 
you. I have learned a good deal of his way of think* 
ing on your account ; so that, if at any time you have 
any commands in this part of the world, you will do 
me a pleasure to employ me, as you would him : and 
I sh^ll wish it could ever be in my power to serve you 
in any thing essential. The duke of ^ueensberry 

meant 
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meant to write, if I had not, concerning your money 
affair. ' We both thought of it, as soon as we could 
of any thing ; and if you will only write word what 
you would have done with your money, great care 
shall be taken according to your order. I differ with 
you extremely, that you are in any likelihood of 
dying poor or friendless : the world can never grow 
so worthless. I again differ with you, that it is pos- 
sible to comfort one's self for the loss of friends, as 
one does upon the loss of money. I think I could 
live on very little, nor think myself poor, or be 
thought so ; but a little friendship could never satisfy 
me ; and I could never expect to find such another 
support as my poor friend. In almost every thing, 
but friends, another of the same name may do as 
well ; but friend is more than a name, if it be any 
thing. 

Your letter touched me extremely; it gave me a 
melancholy pleasure. I felt much more than you 
wrote, and more than, I hope, you will continue to 
feel. As you can give Mr. Pope good advice, pray 
practise it yourself. As you cannot lengthen your 
friend's days, I must beg you, in your own words, 
not to shorten your own : for I do full well know by 
experience, that health and happiness depend on 
good spirits. Mr. Pope is better in bbth this year, 
than I have seen him a good while. This you will 
believe, unless he has told yoii what he tells me, that 
I am his greatest flatterer, i hope that news has not 
reached you ; for nothing is more pleasant than to 
believe what one wishes. I wish to be your friend ; 
I .wish you to be mine ; I wish you may not be tired 
with this ; I wish to hear from you soon ; and all - 
this, in order to be my own flatterer. 

I will 
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I will believe 



I never write my name. 

I hope you have no aversion to blots* 

Since I wrote this, the duke of Queensberry bids 
me tell you^ that if you have, occasion for the 
money, you need only draw upon him, and he 
will pay the money to your order. He will take 
care to have the account of interest settled, and 
made up to you. He will take this upon him- 
self, that you may have no trouble in this affair. 



FROM THE COUNTESS OF KERRY. 

UXNAW, MARCH 4, 1732-3. 

X HE kind concern and fi-iendly remembrance of 
the most esteemed dean of St. Patrick's, has raised 
in me a satisfaction and pleasure that I had almost 
given up, having been resolved a good while hum- 
bly to content myself in a state of indolence and 
indifTevence ; and if I could avoid the pains of body 
and mind, not to seek farther after those points in 
life, I so long and vainly pursued : but you have 
invaded my tranquillity in a manner I must not 
only forgive, but pay my acknowledgments for, 
since at the same time you make a melancholy re- 
presentation of my misfortunes, you strike a light 
for me from another quarter from whence to raise 
liope. I most heartily rejoice in what you tell me 
of Mr. Fitzmaurice, who has indeed given me an 
undeniable mark of taste, by the sense he has of 

the 
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tjie honour you do him in letting him into your 
society, from whence it is impossible to come with- 
out some good influence. For my part, I grieve 
at the interval that necessity seems to call for, to 
interrupt such advantage, and it is my study to 
find an occasion indispensable that he may re- 
turn * ; - and as I think to be a member of our 
senate-house, is the best way to lead a young man 
into the world, I have been watching a good while 
for some gap in that body, that he might step into« 
There seems now to offer one on the death of sir 
Ralph Gore, that may not be impracticable, since 
it is a very small borough entirely belonging, as I 
am informed, to the bishop of Clogher, who, I 
dare say, is above disposing of it for court favour 
,only, or to the highest bidder ; practices much in 
fashion of late. Might I not then presume upon 
your friendship with . the bishop, to recommend 
this young man as an honest one at present, and 
whom he might devote to his . service by so great 
and seasonable an obligation, beside paying .au 
acknowledgment that in gratitude is due, although 
the person were never so well qualified : thus much 
sure I may say without censure. If I have taken 
too great liberty in recommending this matter to 
you, forgive me, and impute it to my zeal in en- 
deavouring tQ take all opportunities to turn this lad 
into the world, that I may see what figure he will 
be likely to make hereafter. But if I do not suc- 
ceed in tJiis, or any other attempt, I thank Provi- 
dence sincerely, I can now boast I have attained 
philosophy enough to take every thing with pa- 

* It is presumed^ from his travels. D. S. 
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tienceas it cpmes, by no means thinking myself too 
^ood to be the sport of higher powers; and my 
christian duty will not permit me to look for red- 
«ons. As little wisdom as I have bought, I wish I 
faad it sooner ; now it is too late, la farce est jouSy 
and my curtain almost drawn ; so that if I could, 
I would no more traffick with the world upon my 
/own account : friendship only is what I still must 
ildways value ; yours, surely, is more than comes to 
jmy share. 

You are very good to inquire after my eyes: 
they are, indeed, well beyond my expectation ; 
but are to me like the miser s gold, hoarded up as 
imaginary treasure that one wants, at the same 
time that one possesses ; for so much as this letter 
I have not taxed them a long time. I shall, with 
Mtention, observe all you recommend to me in the 
way of passing my time ; and do daily see reason 
to respect la bagatelle ; yet are there some places 
where that is too insipid to be made any use of. I 
have an excellent chaplain, that I employ in read- 
ing, and my domestick. Handicrafts and gardening 
do the rest. As for quadrille, it is a part of enter- 
!tainment only for strangers^ What shall I say for 
taking up so much of your time ? Forgive, dear 
Dean, your most real and faithful humble servant, 

A. KERRY. 



4 •• • 
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ift'O THE DUCHESS OF QUEENSBERRY, • 

li^ADAM^ MARCH 20, 1732-3. 

X HAD lately the honour of a letter, from youf 
grace, which was d^ted just a month before it came 
to my hand, * and the ten days since, I have been 
much disordered with a giddiness, that I have Jdeevi 
long subject to at uncertain times. This hindi^redf 
m0 from an acknowledgment of the great favour 
you have done me. The greatest unhappiness of 
my life is grown a comfort under the death of my 
' friend *, I mean, my banishment in this miserable 
country ; for the distance I am at, and the despair" 
I liave of ever seeing my friends, farther than by a 
summer's visit ; and this, so late in my life, so un- 
certain in my hiealth, and so embroiled in my little 
affairs, may probably never happen; so that my 
loss ii not so great as that of his other friends, who 
had it always in their power td converse with him. 
But I chiefly lament your grace's misfortune^ be- 
cause I greatly fear, with all the virtues «ind per- 
fections which can possibly acquire the highest ve- 
neration to a mortal creature from the worthiest of 
human kind, you will never be able to procure 
another so useful, so sincere, so virtuous, so disin- 
terested, so entertaining, so easy, and so humble a 
friend, as that person whose death all good men 
lament. I turn to your letter, and find your grace 
has the same thoughts. Loss of friends has been 
called a tax upon long life, and what is worse^ it is 

* Mr. Gay. H. 

then 
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then too late to get others, if they were to be hzAp 
for the younger ones are all engaged. I shall never 
dif{er from you in any thing longer than till vote 
declare your opinion ; because I never knew you 
wrong in any thing, except your condescending to 
have any regard for me ; and therefore^ all you say 
upon the subject of friendship, I heartily allow: 
But I doubt you are a perverter; for sure I was 
never capable of companng the loss of friends witK 
the loss of money. I think we never lament the 
death of a friend upon his own account, but merely 
on account of his friends, or the public, or both ; 
and his, for a person ?n private life, was as great 
as possible. How finely you preach to us who are 
going out of the world, to keep our spirits, without 
informing us where we shall find materials ! Yet I 
Iiave my flatterers too, who tell me, I am allowed 
io have retained more spirits than hundreds of 
others who are richer, younger, and healthier than 
myself; which, considering a thousand mortifica- 
tions, added to the perfect ill will of every creaturfe 
in power, I take to be a high point of merit, as 
well as an implicit obedience to your grace's com- 
xnands* Neither are those spirit^ (such as they be) 
in the least broken by the honour of lying under 
the same circumstances, with a certain great p^- 
«on, whom I shall not name, of being in disgrace 
at court. I will excuse your blots upon paper, be* 
cause they are the only blots that you ever did, or 
ever will make in the whble course of your life, I 
am content, upon your petition, to receive the 
duke and your grace for my stewards for that im- 
mense sum ; and in proper time I may come to 
thank you, as a king does the commons, for your 

loynl 
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loyal benevolence. In the mean while, I humbly, 
entreat your grace, that the money may lie where 
you please, till I presume to trouble you with a 
bill, as my lord duke allows me. , 

One thing I find, that you are grown very techy 
since I lost the dear friend who was my supporter ; 
so that perhaps you may expect I shall be very care- 
ful how I oflend you in words, wherein you will 
be much mistaken ; for I shall become ten times 
worse after correction. It seems Mr* Pope, like a 
treacherous gentleman, showed you my letter 
wherein I mentioned good qualities that you seem 
to have. You have under&troked that offensive 
word, to show it should be printed in italic. What 
could I say more ? I never saw your person since 
you were a girl, except once in the dark (to give 
you a bull of this country) in a walk next the Mail. 
Your letters may possibly be false copies of your 
mind ; and the universal, almost idolatrous esteem 
you have forced from every person in two kii^g- 
doms, who have the least regard for virtue/ may 
have been only procured by a peculiar art of your 
own, I mean, that of bribing all wise and good 
men to be your flatterers. My literal mistakes are 
worse than your blots. = I am subject to them by a 
sort of infirmity wherein I have few fellow-suflferers ; 
I mean that my heart runs before my pen, which 
it will ever do in a greater degree, as long as I am 
a servant to your grace, I mean, to the last hour of 
my life and senses. I am with the greatest respect 
and utmost gratitude, madam, your grace's most 
obedient, most obliged, and most humble servant. 

JON. SWIFT. 

I desire 
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I desire to present my most humble respects and 
thanks to my lord duke of Queensberry* For a 
man of my levels I have as bad a name almost as 
I desire ; and I pray God, that those who give it 
me^ may never have reason to give nxe^ better* 



FROM LORD CARTERET. 

SIR, MARCH 24^ 1732^3- 

X HAD the favour of your letter of the 19th of 
February. A gentleman left it at my door. I have 
not heard from him since, though he said he would 
call again, and who he is, I do not know. I showed 
it to my wife and lady Worsley, who will not fail 
to obey your commands, and tease me, if I could 
be forgetful of your orders, to attend the cause of 
the city of Dublin when it comes into the house- 
I know by experience how much that city thinks 
itself under your protection, and how strictly they 
used to obey all orders fulminated from the sove- 
reignty of St. Patrick's. I never doubted their 
compliance with you in so trivial a point as a re* 
corder*. You can give any one law and capacity 
in half an hour ; and if by chance a rake should 
get those faculties any other way, you can make 
the worthy citizens believe he has them not ; and 
you can sustain any machine in a furred gown. 

* Mr. Stanard was about this time chosen recorder for the city 
of .Dublin^ chiefly at the reconuuendation of Dr. Swift H. 

Ithaoli 
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I thank you for the letter by Mr. Pilkington. I 
have seen him twice at a great entertainment at my 
lord mayor's, where you was the first toast. I hke 
the young man very well, and he has great obliga- 
tions to you, of which he seems sensible. 

I hope Dr. Delany is well, and that you see one 
another often, and then the doctor would not have 
leisure to pursue his dissertations*, or to answer 
the reverend prelate -f" on your side, who I hear has 
answeiKi him. As I' have not rea^ the disserta- 
tions^ so I shall not read the answer ; which, I 
hope, without ofience I may suppose to be your 
case. If so, I hope you will endeavour to keep me 
well with the doctor, who took it a little unkindly 
of me that I would shut my eyes to such revelation, 
so demonstrated. I have a great esteem for him, 
to which nothing that he can write upon those sub- 
jects can make any addition : and therefore, I would 
run no risk as to altering my opinion of him by 
reading his books. 

That health and prosperity may attend you, is 
my sincere wish ; and I entreat you to believe that 
I am, with great truth. 

Sir, 
Your most humble and obedient servant. 

The whole family of my ladies send their compli^ 
ments. 



* Revelation examined ^th candour. B. 

t Dr. Robert Clayton, bishop of Killala, Jan. 83, 1729 1 
translated to Cork, Dec. 19, 1735 -, and to Clogher, Aug. 26> 
1745. He was the author Of A Vindication of the Old and Nenr 
Testament, &c." against lord Bolhigfarok€, and of maaj other 
valuable treatises. N. 

VOL. xn. Go 
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TO DR. SHERIDAN. 

1>UBUN, MARCH 27, 1733. 

1 RECEIVED your letter with some pleasure, and 
a good deal ,of concern. The condition you are in 
requires the greatest haste hither, although . your 
school did not ; and when you arrive> I -will force 
Dr. Helsham to see and direct you ; your scl^pme of 
Tiding and country air you find hath not answered, 
and therefore you have nothing to trust to but the 
assistance of a friendly, skilful doctor. For wh^ 
ther they can do any good or not ; it is all ive have 
for it : and you cannot afford to die at; present, be- 
cause the public, and all your ^mily hs^ve occasion 
for you. Besides, I do not like the place you are 
in^ from your account, since ^ou say people are 
dying there so fast. You cannot afford to lose 
daily blood ; but I suppose you are no more regular 
than you have been in your whdie life. I like the 
article very much which you propose in your will ; 
and if that takes place forty years hence, aqd God 
for the sins of men should continue that Ufe so long, 
I would have it be still inserted; unless you could 
make it a little sharper. I own you have too much 
reason to complain of some friends^ who next to 
yourself have done you most hurt, whom still I 
esteem and frequent, though I confess I cannot 
heartily forgive. ' Yet ca'tainly the case was not 
nierely personal malice to you. (although it had the 
®me effect) but a kind of I know not what job, 
which one of jthem hath often heartily repeated ; 

however it came to be patched up. I am confi- 
dent 
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dent your collection of $on mots, and contes h 
rire, will be much the best extant ; but you are apt ' 
to be terribly sanguine about the profits of pub- 
lishing : however it shall have all the pushing I caR 
give. I have been much out of order with a spice 
of my giddiness, which began before you left us : I 
am better of late days, but not right yet, though I 
take daily drops and bitters. I must do the best I 
can, but shall never more be a night-walker. You 
hear they have in England passed the excise on to- 
baccOj^ and by their votes it appears they intend it 
on more articles. And care is taken by some spe- 
cial friends here to have it the same way* here. 
We are slaves already. And from my youth up- 
ward, the great wise men, whom I used to be 
among, taught me, that a general excise (which 
they now by degrees intend) is the most direct and 
infallible way to slavery. Pray G — send it them 
in his justice, for they well deserve it. All youjt 
friends and the town are just as you left it. I hum- 
drum it on, either on horseback, or dining and' 
sitting the evening at home, endeavouring to write, 
but write nothing, merely out of indolence, and 
want of spirits. No soul has broke his neck, or is 
hanged, or married; only Cancer ina^^ is dead, and 
I let her go to her grave without a coffin and with-i^ 
out fees. So I am going to take my evening Mralk 
after five, havipg not been out of doors yet. I wish 
yon well and sa£& at home; pray call on me on Sun* 
day night. I am your^, &c* 

* One of those poor people to whom ^eDeattixIded to giTemOk 
ney when he met them in his walka> some of them Ike named tltiii^ 
p^l^y for distmetiOB, and partly for humour 5 Cakic^riBe^. StuiAp> 
jtanympa, Pullagowna^ Fritenlla, Hora^ Stumphautha. D. S. 

GO 2 y. s* 
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P. S. I believe there arfe an hundred literal blun- 
ders, but I cannot stay to mend them.— So pick 
as you are able. 

I am not so frank a writer as you. 



£S 



FkOM LORD BATHURST. 



CIRENCESTER, MARCH 29, 1733- 
MY MOST DEAR DEAN, 

1 AM indebted to you for several scraps of paper, 
which you have sent me ; but I waited to receive a 
letter from you, and then would have returned you 
an answer as well as I could. I obeyed your com- 
mands signified in your penulttkme ; I attended your 
ciuse ; yoUr client happened to be in the right, and 
we are not a little in the wrong, that we gave no 
costs. I should have moved for them, but I had 
distinguished myself in pressing lords to attend, and 
told so many that I had your commands so to do, 
that I did not think it proper to take that part upon 
ine, and nobody else would do it ; therefore give me 
leave to tell you, that you are bound in conscience 
to pay that poor toan lOOL He would certainly 
have had that sum, if you had not interposed in that 
peremptory manner. 

As to your last orders, in relation to the Dublin 
cause, I take it for granted you are in the wrong? 
All corporations of men are perpetually doing inym- 

tice 
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tice to individuals. I will aettend it, but am as much 
prejudiced against them, as it is possible, though! 
know nothing of the man, nor the matter in ques- 
tion. I have often reflected (from what cause it arises 
I know not) that though the majority of a society 
are honest men, and would act, separately, with sonns 
humanity, and according to the rules of morality ; 
yet, conjunctively, they are hardheated determined 
villains. I know physicians, who, if you take theni 
out of their practice, are very good sort of men : 
but, was there ever in the world a consultation of 
them, that tended to any thing else than robbery and 
murder ? Do the body of lawyers think of any thing 
else, but to plunder and destroy the rest of mankind^ 
In short, there is no corporation to be excepted out 
of this general ruje, but the two houses of parlia^' 
ment; and all assemblies of divines, wheresoever 
dispersed over the christian world. So much for the 
Dublin cause. 

Now, I must tell you, I want exceedingly to se^ 
you here ; and I would have you come just about 
Midsummer. If you come a moment before that 
time you will find the parliament sitting, all in a 
flame, about excises ; and go into what company-you 
will, you can hear of nothing else. I reckon by that 
time we shall separate, and then I come down to this 
place enfamille (where I am now only a sojourner 
for three days) and you shall be better accommodated 
than you were last time you was here. I can assure 
you, I have made great alterations; and to speak ^ 
modestly, I think I may say it is by much the finest 
place in England. What Ireland may produce I 
cai^ot tell. Pope has promised to come down ; and 

it 
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it is time for him to retire, for he has made the town 
too hot to hold him *. 

Poor John Gay ! we shall see him no more ; but 
he will always he remembered by those who knew 
luim, with a tender concern. I want to know how 
foa do, and what you are doing. I suspect you are 
grown very idle : for I have not heard of any produc- 
tion from that fertile brain of yours a great while. And 
besides^ the greatest mark of idleness that I know^ 
is the minding of other people's business. You 
that used to be employed in supporting or pulling 
down ministers, in instructing or diverting man« 
iLind, in inflaming kingdoms, or pacifying contend- 
ing parties, now seem to be dwindled into an Irish 
solicitor. I expect to see you in a dirty brown coat, 
with a little green bag under your arm. However^ 
let me see you. If I cannot laugh with you, as I 
used to do, I will laugh at you ; for I am resolved 
to laugh as long as I live. So, my d^r little petti* 
fDgger, adieu. 



* Probably by the publication of the first satire of the second 
book of Horace imitated, in a dialogue between Alexander Fope^ 
Ssq, on the one part> and his learned counsel QB the other; pub* 
Itshed Februaiy 1738-3* B. 



EPISTOLARY CORRESrOKDENCS* ^435 



FROM MR- POPE. 

APRIL 2, 1733. 

X OU say truly, that death is only terrible to us 
as it separates us from those we love, but I really 
thiink those have the worst of it who ate left by 
us, if we are true friends. I have felt more (I fancy) 
in the loss of Mr. Gay, than I shall suffer in the 
thought of going away myself into a state that can 
feel none of this sort of losses. I wished vehemently 
to have seen him in a condition of living indepen- 
dent, and to have lived in perfect indolence the 
rest of our days together, the two most idle, most in- 
nocent, undesigning poets of our age. I now as ve- 
hemently wish you and I might walk into the grave 
together, by as slow steps as you please, but content- 
edly and cheerfully : whether that ever can be, or in 
what country, I know no more than into what coun- 
try we shall walk out of the grave. But it suffices me ^ 
to know it will be exactly what region or state our 
Maker appoints, and that whatever is, is right. Our 
poor friend's^papers are partly in my hands, and for 
as much as is so, I will take, care to suppress things 
unworthy of him. As to the epitaph, I am sorry you 
gave a copy, for it will certainly by that means come 
into print, and I would correct it more, unless you 
will do it for «ie, and that I shall like as well. Upon 
the whole I earnestly wish your coming over hither, 
for this reason among many others, that your influ- 
ence may be joined with mine to suppress whatever 
Me may judge proper of his papers. To be plunged 
in my neighbours and my papers, will be your inevi- 
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feble fate as soon as you come. That I am an author 
whose characters are thought of some weight, ap- 
pears from the great noise and bustle that the court 
and town make about any I give ; and I will not 
render them less important or less interesting by 
sparing vice and folly, or by betraying the cause of 
truth antf virtue. I will take care they shdl be such 
as no man can be angry at, but the persons I would 
have angry. You are sensible with what decency 
and justice I paid homage to the royal family, at the 
same time that I satirized false courtiers and spies, 
&c. about them. I have not the courage however 
to be such a satirist as you, but I would be as much, 
or more, a philosopher. You call your satires li- 
bels ; I would rather call my satires, epistles : they 
will consist more of morality than of wit, and grow 
graver, which you will call duller. I shall leave it 
to my antagonists to be witty (if they can) and con- 
tent myself to be useful and in the right. Tell me 
your opinion as to lady Mary Wortley's or lord 
Harvey's performance: they are certainly the top 
wits of the court, and you may judge by that single 
piece what can be done against me ; for it was la- 
boured, corrected, precommended, and post-disap* 
proved, so as to be disowned by themselves, after 
each had highly cried it up for the other's. I have 
met with some complaints "^^ and heard at a distance 
of some threats occasioned by my verses : I sent fair 
messages to acquaint them where I was to be found 
in town, and to offer to call at their houses to sa- 
tisfy them, and so it dropped. It is very poos in 

* At this time there was a great outcry among aD the courtiers 
9gBinst the keenness of this satire. Dr. Waktcht. 

^* ' * ^ any 
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any one to rail and threaten at a distance; and have 
nothing to say to you when they see you, — I am glad 
you persist and abide by so good a thing as that 
poem *, in which I am immortal for my morality: 
I never took any praise so kindly, and yet I think i 
deserve that praise better than I do any other. 
When does your collection come out, and what will 
it consist of ? I have but last week finished anothar 
of my epistles, in the order of the system; and 
this week (exercitandi gratia) I have translated (qr 
rather parodied) another of Horace's, in which I 
introduce you advising me about my expences, 
housekeeping, &c. But these things shall lie by, 
till you come to carp at them, and alter rhymes, and 
grammar, and triplets, and cacophonies-^f all kinds. 
Our parliament will sit till Midsummer, which I 
hope may be a motive to bring you rather in summer 
than so late as autumn : you used to love what I hate^ 
a hurry of politicks, &c. Courts I see not, cour- 
tiers I know not, kings I adore not, queens 1 com- 
pliment not ; so I am never likely to be in fashion, 
nor in dependance. I heartily join with you in pity- 
ing our poor lady ^ for her unhappiness, and should 
only pity her more, if she had more of what they at 
court call happiness. Come then, and perhaps we 
may go all together into France at the end of the 
geason, and compare the liberties of both kingdoms ;{;• 
Adieu, Believe me, dear sir, (with a thousand wslrm 
wishes, mixed with short sighs) ever yours.' 

* The ironical libel on Dr. Delany. Dr. Warton. 
f The Duchess of Queensbeny. N. 

X They Iftid projected a scheme tojjo to France on a visit to 
.^olingbroke. Bowles. 
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FROM LORD AND LADY MASHAM. 

SIR, LONDON, APRIL 7, 1733* 

Xr HOPE you will excuse me that I have not an- 
swered your letter sooner ; but I shall not be back- 
ward in obeying your commands, by attending the 
cause you mention, when it comes into the houae. I 
shall not fail speaking to those few lords I can be so 
free with, to attend also ; and shall rejoice if it should 
be determined to your satisfaction : and I have good 
reason to believe it will, being fully convinced, that 
you can interest yourself in nothing but where jus- 
tice is uppermost We have long flattered ourselves 
with the hopes of having your good company here. 
I am sure there is no family in this kingdom wishes 
to see you more than that of tlae Mashams, wlio 
will always have you in remembrance, for your 
health and welfare. I doubt not but you hear from 
better hands the state of our affairs, in relation to 
the excising tobacco and wine, therefore shall not 
trouble you upon that subject ; and shall only desire 
your farther commands wherein I am capable to serve 
you ; assuring ypu, that I am, with great esteem and 
&ith. Sir, Your most faithful and humble servant, 

MASHAM. 

POSTSCRIPT BY LADY MASHAM. 

SIR, 

There are few things in life would give me more 
joy than to see you agajn in this part of the world. 
Let your friends have that pleasure ; for, in doing it 
you will oblige a Vast number of people ; but nobody 
more, my dear Mr. Dean, than your affectionate 
humWe servant, ^A^ MASHAM. 
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FROM THE DUCHESS OF QUEENSBERRY, 

- DEAR SIR, APRIL 12, 1733^ 

I RECEIVED yours of the 23d of March. Per- 
petual pains in my head have hindered me firom 
writing till this moment, so you see you are not th« 
only person that way tormented. I dare believe 
there are as many bad heads in England as in Ire* 
land ; I am sure none worse than my own ; that I 
am made for pain, and pain for me; for, of late, we 
have been inseparable. It is a most disspiriting dig- v 
temper. And bring on pain of mind, whether real 
or imaginary, it is all one. 

While I had that very sincere good friend, I could 
sometimes lay open all my rambling thoughts, and 
he and I would often view and dissect them ; but 
now they come and go, and I seldom find out whether 
they be right or wrong, or if there be any thing in 
them. Poor man ! he was most truly every thing 
you could say of him. I have lost, in him, the use- 
fullest limb of my mind. This is an odd expression ; 
but I cannot explain my notion otherwise. 

I deny that I am techy ; yet am going to seem ^ 
fio again, by assuring you my letters are never false 
copies of my mind. They are often, I believe, inw 
perfect ones of an imperfedt mind 5 (which, how- 
ever, to do it justice, often directs me better than I 
act.) Though I will not take upon me to declare 
my way of thinking to be eternally the same, yet 
whatever I write is at that instant true. I would 
jrather tell a lie than write it down ; for words art 
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FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

LONDON, APRIL 14, 1733. 

X AM extremely concerned to hear the bad state of 
your health. I have often wished that you would 
be more moderate in your walks ; for, though riding 
has always been allowed to be good for a giddy head, 
I never heard walking prescribed for a strain, or any 
ailment in the leg ; and the violent sweats you put 
yourself into, are apt to give colds, and I doubt oc- 
casion much of your other disorder. I am confident 
you would find yourself better here ; and even the 
journey would be of great use to you, I was vastly 
pleased to hear my lord mayor talk of tlie delight he 
should have in seeing you this year, that he might 
^ow you a creature of his own making. He hat 
behaved himself so well in his pubhc capacity, that 
whether it be his humihty or his pride, he deserves 
to be gratified. 

I could heartily wish your other complaints were 
ts much without foundation, as that of having lost 
half your memory, and all your invention. I will 
venture to pronounce you have more left of the 
first than most men, and of the last than any man 
now alive. While the excises were depending, you 
were expected every day; for it was said. Why 
should he not show as much regard for the liberty 
of England, as he did for the money of Ireland ? I 
wish you had been here, though the affair, in my 
opinion, is happily ended. Many people were of- 
fended that the bills were dropped, and not re- 
jected, and the authors of the scheme left unpu- 

uished;^ 
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nished. It was absolutely impossible to have carried 
it otherwisp. You have heard sir Robert Wa^l^ 
and one or two more coming out of the house, wer« 
insulted. A few of that rabble have been seized, 
with the ringleader, who proves to be a Norfolk 
man; no enemy to Excises, but ati entire de- 
pendant upon the outraged person. Though the 
rejoicings were as great, and as universal as ever 
were known, there was no violence, except the 
breaking a very few windows, whose owners had 
shewn an untimely thrift of their candles. I fore- 
told Henley what his joking would come to ; but 
the mayor of Southampton immediately printed hi^ 
real letter, wliich was short, and extremely proper* 
His designed opponent at the next election, having 
voted for the excise, will not dare to shew himself 
in the corporation ; and Henley, after the division^ 
thanked him for having, by that vote, bestowed 
him fifteen hundred pounds. ********* 

I have great hopes this fine mild weather will 
«et you right, and long to hear you are preparing 
for your journey, I am most entirely, your 
grateful, &c« 
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